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Summary

A National Park for Dorset & East Devon
Dorset and East Devon is the outstanding candidate to
be England’s next National Park.
We have:
• internationally renowned geodiversity, varied
landscapes of outstanding natural beauty
including the spectacular 90 miles long UNESCO
World Heritage “Jurassic” Coast, much of
England’s surviving lowland heaths including what
remains of Thomas Hardy’s “Egdon Heath”;
• exceptional biodiversity with wildlife habitats that
are among the most species-rich in Britain, “gold
standard” cultural heritage, and unrivalled and
inclusive recreational opportunities and potential.
We offer:
• enriching and inspiring experiences of landscape
and coastal beauty with a great cultural
heritage and an unrivalled range of recreational
opportunities offering increased health and wellbeing for people of all ages and from all parts of
society;
• a doubling of the coastline currently represented
in existing English National Parks, and the
potential to link for the first time significant offshore and on-shore designations;
• landscape scale conservation at the heart of
southern England through partnership with
designated areas to east and west as well as
with our “green city by the sea” neighbouring
conurbation;
• access by public transport from London, the
South East, Birmingham, Bristol and the North, as
well as the adjacent fast-growing Bournemouth/
Christchurch/Poole “green city by the sea” – the
tenth largest city and largest non-industrial
conurbation in England;
• the opportunity to support and benefit our
local communities and rural economy, grow our
businesses, attract new investment and jobs,
raise skill levels, and work in partnership with and
support those who live, work and farm in one of
the loveliest parts of Britain.
But we face challenges:
• our outstanding environment and heritage are
under pressure, our natural capital is being
eroded and our landscapes and biodiversity need
the better conservation and enhancement a NP
can promote and provide;

•

•

we need a Dorset-wide tourism strategy and
more sustainable transport for which a NP can be
a catalyst, together with better management of
localised recreational and tourism pressures;
we need to develop and deliver an effective and
sustainable rural economic strategy, work with
councils and communities for more genuinely
affordable homes for local people, and better
promote the area as an outstanding location
for international as well as national business
investment.

We want a Dorset NP which will:
• work with partners and stakeholders, including
councils and communities, to ensure that our
environment, heritage, communities and economy
are thriving, healthy, resilient and sustainable,
and our countryside and communities are living,
working, prosperous and successful;
• encourage everyone to care for our environment
and get involved in shaping and securing the
future of our National Park;
• and play a key role in a rejuvenated, reinvigorated
English National Parks family.
The report:
• Sets out a Prospectus for the type of National Park
appropriate for our area;
• Notes some of the key interested and supporting
organisations and individuals;
• Reviews the state of our biodiversity;
• Notes why our heritage is viewed as “gold
standard”;
• Identifies the wide range of recreational
opportunities available;
• Considers the economic benefits a National Park
would offer the area.
Some of the evidence and research quoted relates to
Dorset. Similar arguments and benefits would apply to
East Devon. This report updates the evidence submitted
in 2013, 2014 and earlier this year in response to the
review of designations initiated by Natural England.
See www.dorsetnationalpark.com/the-case
Our website contains a wide range of further evidence
and case studies.
Dorset & East Devon National Park CIC
December 2018
www.dorsetnationalpark.com
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Prospectus

Summary

Introduction

Dorset is a very special county and a national asset.
We have stunning countryside, the spectacular World
Heritage Coast, outstanding biodiversity and cultural
heritage that is gold standard. We have many thriving
businesses, a growing digital economy, two well
respected universities and a major land-based college.
Dorset’s sun, sea, sand and land at the heart of the
South Coast, with rail accessibility from London and
the Midlands, help to make this one of the nation’s
favourite and most-photographed counties.

The government-appointed Glover Review of
Designated Landscapes gives Dorset the opportunity
to seek stronger national recognition of our
outstanding landscapes and heritage, and seek greater
national resources to conserve, enhance and promote
our environment and benefit Dorset’s economy and
communities.

Dorset’s outstanding environment is our greatest
economic asset. It underpins our current prosperity
and will become increasingly important. But our
environment, wildlife habitats and biodiversity have
been degraded. Species continue to decline and waste
continues to pollute our landscapes, water catchment
areas, rivers and harbours. The heritage of Thomas
Hardy remains at risk. Current organisations have not,
despite their efforts, been able to reverse the decline in
our natural capital.
Dorset’s productivity, skill and wage levels are too low
and there are too few affordable homes. Despite our
great environment, research shows that we undersell
ourselves and have not created a strong enough Dorset
brand nor attracted the investment opportunities
Dorset’s qualities and potential merit.

While all National Parks work within the same legislative
framework, they have different characteristics and can
implement their purposes and duties in different ways.
This paper suggests how a National Park should work
for the benefit of all of Dorset. It reflects inputs from
a range of local people and organisations, councils,
businesses, landowners and farmers.
Overall purposes
The National Park would have three main purposes:
•

To conserve and enhance Dorset’s outstanding
landscape, biodiversity and cultural heritage

•

To promote recreation, health and enjoyment of
the environment and heritage

•

To foster the economic and social well-being of
the people and communities who live and work in
the National Park.

A National Park could help make Dorset the natural
place to visit and do business. It offers a unique
opportunity to help reverse the decline in our
environment, make Dorset the home for ambitious
and innovative businesses and help our farmers and
land managers to diversify and thrive in new market
and farm funding conditions. Our economic prospects
and future would be strengthened through a National
Park working in partnership with the Dorset Council,
the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP), Local Nature
Partnership (LNP) and other key stakeholders to invest
in Dorset’s natural capital, environment, heritage and
communities.
Together, we can establish a National Park that will
promote, celebrate, conserve and enhance Dorset’s
very special environment and heritage, work for and
benefit our communities and economy, and help us all
safeguard and pass on this fine heritage for the benefit
of future generations and the nation.

Corfe Village from the Castle - Image courtesy of Rob Jayne
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Prospectus (continued)

Partnership

Recreation and Health

The National Park should work closely and supportively
in partnership with public authorities and communities,
the private, public and not-for-profit sectors. It should
act as a catalyst for a living, working, thriving, resilient
and sustainable Dorset by helping to promote action
to benefit the environment, heritage, communities and
the economy.

The National Park should promote recreational
opportunities, understanding and enjoyment both
locally and nationally, fully inclusively connecting more
people with the natural environment and enhancing
the health and well-being of local people and visitors.

Geographic scope

Balancing the needs of the environment with the
development of a prosperous, thriving and sustainable
economy, the National Park should work in partnership
with the Dorset Council, the Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP) and the Local Nature Partnership
(LNP) in the development and delivery of a sustainable
Rural Economic Strategy, to promote Dorset-based
businesses, products and services, to attract and
encourage further growth businesses and innovation
and support investment in appropriate infrastructure
including public transport. We agree with the LEP that
Dorset needs a broadly based economy. A National
Park should attract young families and entrepreneurs
who value what Dorset can offer in terms of a high
quality of life, health and well-being.

The National Park should include as much of rural
Dorset as meets the designation criteria. It would be
the first English National Park to have a significant
coastal area - the spectacular World Heritage Jurassic
Coast - and potentially the first to have an off-shore
role, thus bringing together in a coordinated way onshore and off-shore designations.
Benefit all of Dorset
The National Park should benefit the economy
and communities throughout the county, bringing
additional resources and promoting investment. It
should be an asset and close partner for the Dorset
Council and the Bournemouth/Christchurch/Poole
conurbation. The National Park would pay the Dorset
Council for the services that it buys in, thus freeing
Council resources for other priorities across rural
Dorset. Where appropriate, the National Park should
work beyond its boundaries, for example in helping
to develop a Dorset-wide tourism strategy, promoting
a strong Dorset brand for businesses and assisting
farmers, land and woodland managers who wish to
participate in locally appropriate agri-environment
schemes.

Business Growth and Economic Development

Landscape, Biodiversity and Cultural Heritage
The National Park should work with all partner
organisations to conserve and enhance Dorset’s
outstanding landscape, biodiversity and cultural
heritage. It would invest in Dorset’s natural capital, and
tackle long-standing issues of landscape degradation,
species decline and water catchment pollution. It
would promote landscape-scale conservation and
connectivity in southern England, working with other
National Parks, AONBs, farmers and landowners and
conservation organisations within and beyond Dorset.

Image courtesy of David Parnell
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Prospectus (continued)

Tourism

Planning

The National Park should help develop a Dorset-wide
Sustainable Tourism Strategy. This should benefit the
whole of Dorset, extend the tourism season, promote
eco, heritage and cultural tourism and visitor diversity,
encourage increased visitor spending, widen the areas
visited and lead to higher value tourism and increased
skills in the tourism industry. This Strategy, plus the
funding of a comprehensive ranger service, should
help communities, landowners and others to manage
the pressures which can arise from some tourism and
recreational activities.

The National Park should work with the Dorset Council
to create a seamless planning resource, develop
compatible dovetailed plans for rural Dorset and
provide a one-stop-shop service for planning advice as
part of a streamlined customer focused approach. The
National Park should be proactive in facilitating homes
for local people (including truly affordable homes),
and help its partners retain and attract young people,
families and businesses and establish suitable business
sites.

Farming and Agribusiness
Landowners and farmers are central to the health of
Dorset’s living landscapes. The National Park should
work in partnership with landowners, farmers and
agribusinesses through a Land Managers Group (as
in the South Downs) including to develop funding
proposals which deliver a range of benefits. These
should include agri-environment solutions suited
to the character of the county, taking full account of
farmers’ expertise in order to support farm profitability
and resilience, enhance income and reduce costs. It
could support farm clusters to share expertise and bid
for additional public benefit funding. Policies that are
sympathetic to farm diversification and the adaptation
of farm and forestry buildings and through raising
public awareness of the importance of farming should
also help the long-term viability of our agribusinesses.

Sika Deer - Image Courtesy of Gordon MacPherson
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Governance and Funding
Under current arrangements, the National Park
Authority would be constituted so that up to 50% of its
members would be from the Dorset Council, around
25% from Town/Parish councils and 25% local people
appointed by Ministers to reflect other key interests
and expertise. The NP should be a national as well
as local asset and core funding for the National Park,
provided by the Government, should be adequate for
the job.

Stoborough Heath - Image courtesy of Mark Bauer

Interest and Support

Overview

Camping and Caravanning Club

A Dorset & East Devon National Park is long overdue
and has widespread support, including cross-county
and cross-party.

The Camping and Caravanning Club welcomes
the continuing evaluation of the Dorset National
Park and the opportunity for outdoor activities to
support communities and the rural economy through
sustainable tourism opportunities. National Park status
will conserve and enhance the environment for all
to enjoy, promote recreation, health and well-being,
and the enjoyment and understanding of the special
qualities of the area while fostering the economic and
social well-being of their communities.

The National Park Team has, from our response to Natural
England’s 2012/13 Designation Review, engaged
wholeheartedly with a wide range of stakeholders
at both local and national level. These include local
authorities, councils and communities, voluntary sector
organisations and societies, the business community,
farmers and landowners and various agencies. This
proactive engagement will continue until a National
Park is secured.
From 2013 onwards, many meetings, briefings,
talks, interviews, newsletters, publications and press
articles have been provided for a very wide-range of
stakeholders and audiences.
The National Park website has been widely praised for
its accessibility and for its extensive information and
coverage, including frequent news features, regular
publications, detailed and wide-ranging evidence
provided at Natural England’s request in 2013 and
2014, a series of case studies and Frequently Asked
Questions. The Consultative Prospectus on what
stakeholders want a NP to do for Dorset, case studies
and other evidence, videos and active social media
engagement are all examples of partnership working.
Many organisations and individuals have expressed
their interest in and support for the Dorset & East
Devon National Park proposal.
See www.dorsetnationalpark.com/team
These include a wide range of organisations whose
logos feature a reciprocal link to their websites. The
following is a selection of messages from some of
the 60 organisations and societies and some of the
individuals involved. These include statements from
some national organisations who are responding
centrally to the Glover Review.

Dorset County Council
DCC’s Economic Growth Scrutiny Committee,
following consideration of a paper by Mike Harries,
agreed to: “keep it [the Dorset NP proposal] under
review, noting that the proposal for a National Park
could potentially support the County Council’s
corporate outcomes in relation to a healthy and
prosperous Dorset.”
John Muir Trust
The John Muir Trust understands the high
environmental qualities of Dorset and the potential
to demonstrate the value of these and to enhance
them. In particular, there is great scope to work
at a landscape scale to support wildlife and to
provide opportunities for people to experience the
countryside. For many in communities around special
landscapes, their cultural heritage and identity is
entwined with the surrounding landscape and wildlife
- through land use and management, art and literature.
The educational and recreational resources of natural
landscapes must continue to be available to present
and future generations, young and old alike. The
designation of a National Park could bring recognition
of this potential. The Trust wishes the Dorset National
Park campaign well in their endeavour.
The Marine Conservation Society
The Dorset Coast is rich in biodiversity and is just as
special for its important heritage and use by local
populations. We need to make people aware of its
special nature both above and below the waves. The
Marine Conservation Society supports the proposal to
grant the area National Park status, and we are pleased
that the proposal is being considered in anticipation of
plans being taken a step forward.
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Interest and Support (continued)

The Thomas Hardy Society
The Thomas Hardy Society is fully supportive of the
Dorset National Park proposal and looks forward to
Natural England’s further assessment.
We are particularly interested in preserving Hardy’s
landscape and in the encouragement of heritage
tourism, which includes Hardy’s landscape and the
town of Dorchester, as well as what remains of ‘Egdon
Heath.’ The towns of Portland and Sturminster Newton,
which are currently outside this area and have of
course strong Hardy links, also wish to be included. A
Dorset National Park will have a very positive effect for
the Hardy Society.

We are particularly pleased that the area suggested
for the National Park includes what remains of Thomas
Hardy’s “Egdon Heath”. It was here that T E Lawrence
found peace and solitude in his isolated cottage
“Clouds Hill”. The village cemetery of nearby Moreton
has Lawrence’s grave, and it was here that his almost
“state” funeral was attended by Winston Churchill
and others. The suggested National Park area could
also include Wareham, where the Saxon church of
St Martin holds a fine effigy of Lawrence. Lawrence
was a frequent visitor to Wareham, a charming
Georgian town set within the best surviving Saxon
walls in England, and the town museum presents an
interesting T. E. Lawrence exhibition, while the library
holds the Society’s research collection.

My Time – the charity for young carers
The young carers who visit My Time’s centre in Purbeck
experience and enjoy the physical and mental wellbeing and health benefits of this stunning landscape.
We welcome the opportunities which a Dorset
National Park could offer to care for and promote
enjoyment of this very special area, and to encourage
and enable young carers and others to benefit from
access to it.
The Purbeck Society
On behalf of the Purbeck Society, I am pleased to write
in support of this application.

Thomas Hardy

T.E.Lawrence Society
The T E Lawrence Society is delighted to give its full
support to the proposed Dorset National Park, whose
designation is long overdue. We look forward to
Natural England’s further evaluation of the proposal
and ask them to recognise Dorset’s outstanding
cultural heritage – of which T E Lawrence and Thomas
Hardy are part - with the associated, internationally
important, recreational opportunities.
8

This special area … is of exceptional landscape,
biodiversity, cultural and historical quality and
importance, and … was considered to be of National
Park quality and deserving NP designation in key
reports in 1945 and 1947. A National Park on the basis
proposed would, the Society believes, have economic,
social and environmental benefits to the area as a
whole… A National Park would protect geology,
landscapes and habitats; the increased connectivity
thus provided would help to enable designations
across Southern and South West England collectively
to deliver crucial national objectives in line with Natural
England’s Designations Strategy …. Dorset’s natural
beauty, varied geology, landscapes and habitats
support a great diversity of wildlife, including species
not found elsewhere; one 10kms grid square in
Purbeck contains more species than any other 10kms
square in the country …
The economic benefits of a National Park in terms of
supporting the rural economy as well as tourism are
important now and for the future of the area.

Interest and Support (continued)

Ramblers Association
I have been asked to respond on behalf of the
Ramblers and provide the following message of
support for the National Park proposal. Campaigns for
stronger protection and greater resources for stunning
landscapes and important walking areas are of course
welcomed by the Ramblers.

Corfe Castle, Cerne Abbas and Bridport, and in
addition monuments such as Maiden Castle are of
national importance. Also notable and distinctive are
the Purbeck and Portland stones which are important
to the character of historic buildings within the locality
and in other parts of the UK. National Park status would
add to the protection, appreciation and sustainable
development of the area.

RSPB South West Region

The Woodland Trust

We are a major stakeholder in both Dorset and East
Devon, owning and managing nature reserves, as
well as seeking to influence wider land use and
management to the benefit of nature conservation... in
both counties, enthusiastically engaged in protecting
and enhancing the wonderful natural history of the
area whilst promoting responsible access.

The Woodland Trust promotes the need for a
positive conservation approach to managing whole
ecosystems, landscapes and catchments and the
creation and management of woodlands and trees
is key to this. There is clearly a strong historic and
cultural context in Dorset for woodlands and trees
within a rich mosaic of habitats. Woods and trees
have played a pivotal role which can readily be
strengthened. Future landscapes will need to evolve
with refreshed approaches to woodland and land
management which will need to respond to the many
pressures and opportunities before us.

We would welcome warmly measures that delivered
additional protection for biodiversity whilst promoting
access, and we strongly support the concept of ‘joined
up conservation;’ landscape scale conservation is very
much at the centre of RSPB’s strategic thinking. A new
Dorset and East Devon National Park could assist in
delivering this. We welcome and applaud your energy
in taking this forward.
SPAB
I write on behalf of the Society for the Protection of
Ancient Buildings in support of the proposed creation
of a National Park for Dorset and East Devon.
We see great merit in the creation of a National
Park in this area. In addition to the World Heritage
Coast and the Dorset and East Devon AONBs, the
area has much that is significant to the built historic
environment. Historic towns of special interest include

In this context, the Woodland Trust recognises the
opportunities which a National Park could offer for
the conservation, enhancement and enjoyment of
Dorset’s woodlands and trees, and for enhancing the
role of woodlands and trees in Dorset’s communities,
economy and cultural life.
The Bishop of Salisbury
The proposed National Park in Dorset offers local
communities opportunities and benefits for the
economy, environment and heritage. I am happy to
join the growing number of people who look forward
to the further evaluation of this proposal.
Martin & Philippa Clunes
Once you are bitten by the Dorset bug, you just want
to be here more and more. We have absolutely fallen
in love with this wonderful area and wish you every
success with your endeavours to secure a Dorset
National Park.

Abbotsbury Village - Image courtesy of Chairboy Marketing
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Interest and Support (continued)

Professor Michael Dower CBE

Edward Fox

My father John Dower wrote the official report on
National Parks in England and Wales, published in
1945, and was a leading member of the Hobhouse
Committee. In his report, my father stated that the
Dorset Coast and Heaths merited consideration as a
National Park. The Hobhouse Committee endorsed
that judgement, but – for reasons specific to the time –
did not include Dorset in their short-list for early action.
I have myself served as Director of the Peak National
Park, and as Director-General of the Countryside
Commission. I now live in Beaminster, West Dorset….
I believe that a Dorset National Park could have a
positive social, economic and environmental impact
parallel to that now being realised by the South Downs
National Park. I wholeheartedly support the proposal.

I can think of no area in the country that more clearly
and richly deserves to be a National Park. A Dorset
National Park would offer a more joined-up and
sensitive approach to valuing and caring for this
world-class environment and sea-scape here at the
heart of Southern England. The area narrowly missed
National Park designation after the Second World War.
This second chance must not be missed. It would be a
fitting legacy in the 70th year of the National Parks Act
for Dorset to at last secure the recognition it deserves.
I urge you to encourage Natural England to be bold
and make speedy progress on an opportunity that
would be wonderful for Dorset and for England. I am
one hundred per cent behind this initiative.

Lord (Julian) Fellowes
Dorset is a very special county, not least because of its
association with the life and times of Thomas Hardy,
who took his inspiration from the towns and villages
and open country around Dorchester and beyond, and
whose story is still there to be seen by the interested
visitor.
Wild Egdon Heath was a particular favourite of his,
because it was just that, wild. “The great inviolate
place had an ancient permanence which the sea
cannot claim… The sea changed, the fields changed,
the rivers, the villages and the people changed yet
Egdon remained.”
The question is, of course, how much longer will it
remain if we are not careful? How much longer will
the villages of Hardy’s early years, or the views that
greeted him as a world-famous author, how much
longer will any of this survive, if the area does not wake
up to the great responsibility of protecting these sites
so that they may be enjoyed by future generations?
Hardy would surely want us to conserve and enhance
these very special places and the cultural heritage that
is entwined in our landscapes and communities, and
so should we all. To live here is a great privilege, and
this brings with it a duty to protect his story and look
after and pass on to future generations what we should
all hold so dear.

Professor James Lovelock
The proposed National Park has an important part to
play in protecting Dorset and the Jurassic Coast.
Lord (Jim) O’Neill
Areas need increasingly to differentiate themselves.
The Dorset National Park proposal is an interesting
initiative which could offer differentiation, marketing
and branding opportunities for Dorset’s economy,
including tourism and local producers... You have my
support.
Jon Snow
Life is like a cake. This area is one of the cherries on the
icing on the cake
Minette Walters
I’m in full agreement with the proposal for a Dorset
National Park to conserve the largely unprotected
area east of Dorchester and give my full support. It
is important that the Thomas Hardy sites together
with the surrounding area are preserved for future
generations.

Hardy Monument at Black Down
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Landscapes and Biodiversity

Dorset because of its history, low population density,
wide spectrum of geology and thus soil types, and
the addition of a long coastline is a treasure trove of
landscapes and habitats including fine chalk downs
and valleys, ancient meadows, woodlands, bog
habitats, lowland heathland, wetland, coast and cliffs.
Dorset is home to a rich diversity of wildlife including:
•

All 6 native reptiles (including the endangered
smooth snakes and sand lizards)

•

44 mammal species (out of a total of 58 in Britain)

•

1,517 species of plants including all 9 of Britain’s
species of insectivorous plants

•

700+ species of macro moths

•

One of the few colonies of ladybird spiders left in
Britain

•

90% of bird species with 250 species recorded
annually around Poole Harbour.

•

10 of the species focus for the lottery-funded
“Back from the Brink” project for England

The Dorset Wildlife Trust has 42 nature reserves, while
many others are owned or run by organisations such
as the RSPB, National Trust, Amphibian and Reptile
Conservation Trust, and Dorset County Council. These
provide valuable oasis for species but less than 8%
of the land in Dorset is covered by these and areas
of International Designations such SAC and SPA and

Broad-leaf Woodlands
Conifer woodlands
Arable
Improved grasslands
Mesotrophic grasslands rough

RAMSAR. Like the majority of the country it has suffered
from the pressures to provide for housing, food
production, industry, leisure and the commensurate
use of energy and agricultural chemicals. In Purbeck
and some of the wider rural Dorset these changes have
been least felt – but the threats and changes are still
real and still happening.
“Dorset has a high baseline environmental quality
and diversity relative to other parts of England but
this is against a backdrop of massive decline and
fragmentation in wildlife habitats and loss of species
over the last century. As a result, Dorset’s environment
may lack the necessary resilience to deal with
future change, with serious consequences for the
communities, businesses and wildlife which rely on it
Dorset holds some 32 priority habitats, terrestrial
and marine. The Dorset Biodiversity Audit lists
1,107 terrestrial species and 88 marine species as
threatened, rare, protected or priority.”¹
There has been a loss of lowland heath (85% in the last
200 years) and a significant proportion of what remains
is in Dorset. But it is fragmented and vulnerable. There
has been loss of ancient woodland with an increase in
land committed to agriculture and conifer forestry and
a huge increase in “improved grassland”. See map²
below: (Magenta = heathlands, Dark green = broadleaf woodlands, Light Green= improved grasslands).

Mesotrophic grasslands managed
Calcareous grasslands managed
Calcareous grasslands rough
Acid grasslands
Littoral sediments, inc. saltmarshes

Heathlands
Fens, marsh and swamps
Inland bare ground
Built-up areas and roads
Water
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Landscapes and Biodiversity (continued)

The result of these and other factors is a considerable
loss of biodiversity over the county in the last 85 years
See maps³ below (Dark Blue is High biological diversity,
Green medium, Brown is low):

Value

High - 1
Low - 0

1930

2015

There has been a huge reduction in insect populations
(down nearly 60% in the last 80 years) which support
many larger forms of life: amphibians, birds, some
mammals and in turn predatory birds, reptiles and
mammals. The loss of particular habitats affects many
plant species and specialist animals. Water quality in
streams and rivers has also been impacted by pollution
from farming, and to a lesser extent human settlement.

area. So nitrate levels in the main river, the River Frome,
are 200% higher than in the 1960s; and the catchment
flows into Poole Harbour affecting the life in this
RAMSAR internationally protected site. A proposed
Water Protection Zone for the Frome catchment has
been under development for 3-4 years since the
Anglers Trust took the government to court, to protect
Poole harbour. The catchment is a big area involving
528 farmers, both arable and dairy, who will be affected
should this become law. Meanwhile the algal blooms
and damage to saltmarsh continue.

This water quality map of one of the most biodiverse
areas indicates that water quality varies in even a rural
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Landscapes and Biodiversity (continued)

The loss of biodiversity throughout Dorset is not just
historic but current. Butterflies are frequently the
‘canaries in a coal mine’ indicators warning of the
reduction in numbers, and loss of species and habitats.
There are several habitat specialists butterfly species
in Dorset requiring urgent conservation measures:
silver-studded blue, chalkhill blue, Adonis blue, silverspotted skipper, wood white, small pearl-bordered
fritillary and the Lulworth skipper.

Heathland specialist birds such as woodlark and nightjar
and coastal birds such as puffins and kittiwakes are in
need of support if they are to survive. Birds traditionally
associated with farmland have particularly struggled
(down over 50% nationally since 1970) and species
such as the turtle dove, grey partridge, corn bunting,
yellowhammer, and skylark are now increasingly scarce,
if not absent, in the county.

Populations of farmland birds in England, 1970 - 2013 (Source: RSPB, BTO, JNCC, Defra)
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Landscapes and Biodiversity (continued)

Organisations such as the RSPB with their ‘Give
Nature a Home’ initiative, the Dorset Wildlife Trust
supporting the Wildlife Trust’s “Wilder Britain”
strategy and the National Trust’s “Land, Outdoors
and Nature” policy all try to work with other local
organisations and local landowners to bring about
a more linked up and landscape scale approach to
environmental conservation. They have made notable
progress increasing their reserves and improving the
management of them. After the Lawton Report of 2010,
the Government’s Natural Environment White Paper of
2011 set up a number of Nature Improvement Areas
which encouraged this approach and provided some
funding. The Purbeck area received an NIA award and for
three years considerable progress was made. Now the
process needs further support that a National Park with
funding and staff can provide. See also the case study at
https://dorsetnationalpark.page.link/heathlands
Reflecting other local conservation efforts, Dorset
can still boast 4 of the 5 most biologically diverse
10Km squares on the Ordnance Survey Map (the
richest, in Purbeck, below). See the reference at
https://dorsetnationalpark.page.link/biodiversity
This depicts a botanical heritage still rich in increasingly
isolated parts with notable scarce species such as
Dorset heath, yellow centaury, and lesser butterfly
orchids. See also
https://dorsetnationalpark.page.link/cyrildiver
Some of the rarest and most threatened UK mammals
such as the red squirrel, the hazel dormouse, the water
vole and the serotine bat are still to be found, and the
county has good populations of otters and hedgehogs.
Its large population of introduced Sika deer threatens
some habitats and needs further control.
Poole harbour and surroundings provide an
internationally important wintering area for some
25,000 birds and around 250 species are recorded
there annually. Other bird species of which Dorset has
a large portion of the national population include the
Dartford warbler, the nightjar and the woodlark. There
are also efforts to entice ospreys to nest in the area –
see the case study at
https://dorsetnationalpark.page.link/ospreys
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Landscapes and Biodiversity (continued)

Reptiles are particularly well represented in Dorset
with all 6 of the UK species surviving here, and there
are populations of scarce invertebrates too such as
the Heath Tiger beetle, the Purbeck mason wasp, the
Southern Damselfly and the ‘Ladybird’ spider, unique
to the area.
The additional dimension to Dorset is its World
Heritage Coastline, illustrating 190 million years of the
Earth’s history, and the marine life beyond it. There are
3 existing UK Marine Conservation Zones off this coast
and further areas are being considered as additions.
Some of the inshore sea off the Jurassic Coast west of
Weymouth and Portland is also a European designated
SAC.
The environment is far and away Dorset’s greatest
economic asset … BUT, decades of agricultural
intensification have caused degradation, species
loss, deterioration of river and harbour habitats and
water quality. People see the upsides but can be
complacent and even blind to the decades of damage
and the continuing pressures on the countryside and
communities, including from development.
Dorset’s landscapes, countryside and coast draw large
numbers of tourists. A report for DCC estimated that
Dorset’s environmental economy is worth £1-4 billion
per annum. This is likely to increase over time.4
Clearly this industry puts pressure on local infrastructure,
resources and the very environment that attracts so
many visitors, especially at certain times and ‘hotspot’
locations. A National Park would be in a position,
which no Local Authority or individual conservation
organisation can, to help to manage such pressures. It
could help spread the value of tourism to often underappreciated areas of the county, extend the season
and promote eco, heritage and cultural tourism. It
could develop policies for local housing within the
NP to provide for local people. It could help local
landowners and businesses develop plans to manage
and benefit more fully from tourism and promote local
products and services. It could promote the health and
well-being benefits of our environment and heritage.
(At present few tourists know they are visiting an AONB
and plenty of residents are unaware that they live within
one.)
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Landscapes and Biodiversity (continued)

For many decades, the framework set by agricultural
policy, farm support and incentives has worked against
conservation, and has led to the degradation of
landscapes, the loss of biodiversity, the deterioration of
water catchments, rivers and harbours, and the erosion
of natural capital. National Parks have had an uphill
task. Nonetheless, it’s encouraging to see how some,
like the South Downs NP through their farm clusters
initiatives which now cover nearly 70% of the NP, are
working for nature at a landscape scale. The SDNP has
expressed interest in piloting new “public goods” farm
funding, and National Parks could be given a key role
in delivering new farm policy and showing what can
be achieved to restore and enhance biodiversity and
natural capital.

‘Landscapes and Biodiversity’ references:

A Dorset NP, working with key partners including
farmers and landowners, societies including the RSPB,
NT and DWT, and other designated areas across
southern England, would make a vital contribution
to landscape scale conservation and enhancement,
increasing the health and resilience of biodiversity
and natural capital. This is all very much in line with
the Government commissioned report by Professor
Lawton: ‘Making Space for Nature’ in 2010 which
recommended that biodiversity needed more, bigger,
better managed protected areas and more ‘Joined
Up’ natural areas across the countryside. It is the last
of the recommendations that is particularly relevant
here as it is in fact saying that we cannot rely on ‘nature
reserves’ to preserve biodiversity and the health of the
environment. Nature reserves only cover less than 8%
of Dorset, inside and outside the existing AONB. It is
imperative that sustainable practices are encouraged
in farming, fishing and other businesses in the county
to deliver the necessary improvements deemed
imperative by the Lawton Report. Dorset both deserves
and needs a National Park. It would be the most
appropriate organisation to link existing conservation
efforts and aid the growth of sustainable farming,
fishing and businesses. It would work with the newly
created Dorset Council to ensure the conservation of
its natural wealth while developing its economy and
supporting its communities.

We are grateful to the following for use of their images:
Iain Leach, Ian Duckworth, Ian Hughes, Sophie Lake,
‘Back from the Brink’, ‘Birds of Poole Harbour’, ‘Dorset
Wildlife Trust’.

1. Natural Value – The state of Dorset’s Environment.
DLNP (2014)
2. Biological Conservation, 145 p30-38 D A P
Hooftman and J M Bullock, (2012)
3. Stephen C. L. Watson, Lucy E. Ridding, James M.
Bullock, Adrian C. Newton, Morag McCracken
(2018) Ecosystem Service Maps of Dorset
4. Dorset’s Environmental Economy – a report for
DCC (2015)
‘Landscapes and Biodiversity’ images:

For further information see also the team’s 2013 and
2014 evidence submissions to Natural England.
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Lunchtime on Brownsea Island.
Image Courtesy of H. Oliver (Swanage Photographic Society)

Gold Standard Heritage

The history of Britain and Southern England from the
earliest times is evidenced and easily read in Dorset
and East Devon’s landscapes, villages and towns.
Particularly noteworthy features and distinctive to the
area, are the prehistoric ceremonial landscapes of the
South Dorset Ridgeway, the concentration of hill forts,
good evidence of the Roman period and a very strong
and specific industrial heritage from local building
stone and clay mining to rope-making.
English Heritage has termed Dorset’s heritage “gold
standard”. Buildings, other structures and the wider
ensembles of villages and towns underpin the value
and beauty of the area and are an important element in
people’s perceptions and enjoyment. It is such quality
and diversity which make the area very special and
“especially desirable” for National Park designation.
Equally much of this history remains undiscovered by
many visitors and even local people. A National Park
can increase people’s understanding, awareness and
appreciation of the heritage around us.

Dorset’s Archaeology and Built Environment
Pre-Roman
The earliest occupation is evidenced by Palaeolithic
finds. In the Mesolithic period, the area was occupied
by people who came to Britain at a time when it was still
attached to Europe by a land-bridge, around 12,500
BC. When a wave of immigrant farmers arrived from
the continent in the Neolithic period, the indigenous
hunter-gatherers adapted to hunter-gardener and
agricultural practices. Further woodland clearance
took place to make way for agriculture and animal
husbandry, although, where the soils were poor and
made permanent cultivation difficult, clearance led
instead to the creation of heathland. Neolithic and
Bronze Age burial mounds are particularly numerous
throughout much of the county. See the case study at
https://dorsetnationalpark.page.link/dorsetheritage
The significance and scale of The South Dorset
Ridgeway prehistoric ceremonial landscape compares
with that of the Stonehenge and Avebury World
Heritage Site, and the barrow density along the South
Dorset ridge is even greater than that of its betterknown Wiltshire neighbours. http://www.dorsetaonb.
org.uk/our-work/south-dorset-ridgeway
The Iron Age (and in some cases earlier) hillforts and
other ancient places include: Maiden Castle, Poundbury
Hillfort which has evidence of Neolithic then Bronze
then Iron Age, Abbotsbury Castle, Hambledon and Hod
Hills, Pilsdon Penn and Eggardon Hill. Kingston Russell
is a stone circle of 18 stones while Maumbury Rings is
a Neolithic henge. See also: www.dorsetinfocus.co.uk
East Devon Archaeology
Human activity in Devon became well established
from 25,000 BC onwards at a time when a land bridge
existed with the continent and bands of hunters
migrated with the seasons and the retreat and advance
of glaciers. Many stone hand axes originating from
this period were found on the Devon/Dorset border,
some of which can be viewed at Exeter’s Royal Albert
Memorial Museum.
Around 3500 BC (the Neolithic Period) hunter
gatherer lifestyles gave way to more settled farming
communities, while ceremonial monuments were also
built. Thereafter, human activity continued to advance
with evidence of Bronze Age tumuli, Iron Age hill forts,
Roman military bases, and architectural features from
Saxon, Norman and later periods until modern times,
including wartime defences.

Maiden Castle is one of the largest Iron Age hill forts in Europe.
(Photograph taken in 1935 by George Allen.)
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Gold Standard Heritage (continued)

Roman

Middle Ages

The Romans landed in Dorset at Poole Harbour and the
Fleet and moved inland, while other groups travelled
west from Old Sarum and Winchester.

During the Middle Ages monasteries like Sherborne
Abbey (below left) were powerful and influential.
Domesday Book documents many Saxon settlements
corresponding to modern towns and villages, and
there have been few changes to the parishes since.

Dorset has many notable Roman artefacts, particularly
around the Roman town of Dorchester, including
the spectacular early Christian mosaic floor found at
Hinton St Mary, Dorset and now in the British Museum.
Roman roads radiated from Dorchester, following the
chalk ridges north west to Ilchester near Yeovil, east to
Badbury Rings where the road forked to Winchester
and Bath, and a particularly well-preserved route
running north east to Old Sarum near Salisbury, as well
as tracks to the many small Roman villages around the
county.
Potteries based on clay mining near Wareham
supplied kitchen and tableware to Roman settlements
throughout Britain, via Poole harbour, while jewellery
made in Purbeck of local Kimmeridge shale (which
resembles jet when polished) was fashionable
throughout the Roman empire.
Saxon
Dorset was initially part of Saxon Wessex, with the first
record of “Dorset” being in 841. There are many Saxon
foundations including Shaftesbury Abbey, Sherborne
Abbey, and in the Saxon town of Wareham which
has the finest and most complete Saxon walls of any
settlement in England. Studland and Wareham have
churches of Saxon origin. Bridport has a Saxon and
early Mediaeval plan, with wide streets and contrasting
narrow alleys and ropewalks. St Aldhelm was the first
bishop of the Diocese of Sherborne.

The 12th and 13th centuries saw much prosperity
in Dorset and the population grew substantially. To
provide the extra food required, additional land was
cultivated during this time and the parish of Worth
Matravers, among others, has notable “Celtic” and
medieval strip lynchet field systems. The quarrying
of “Purbeck Marble”, a freshwater sedimentary rock
which resembles marble when polished, provided
employment for stonecutters and masons. Large
amounts of this were used in the construction of
Salisbury Cathedral. Many other cathedrals and
churches throughout England have interior features,
columns, fonts, tombs and sculptures, made of Purbeck
Marble.
Early Modern
In the 17th-century English Civil War Dorset had a
number of royalist strongholds, such as Sherborne
Castle and Corfe Castle, which were slighted as a result.
Many market towns, including Bridport, Dorchester,
Beaminster, Sherborne and Wareham have attractive
Georgian and earlier housing.
The fate of the Tolpuddle Martyrs highlights the plight
of rural workers, and their role in the formation of the
trade union movement. During the 18th century the
Dorset coast saw much smuggling.
Modern
Dorset has a strong industrial heritage from the
quarrying of the county’s exceptionally fine building
stone [the quarries of Portland and Purbeck providing
the stone for the re-building and re-paving of London
following the Great Fire,] and the mining of Purbeck’s
rare ball clay deposits to supply Josiah Wedgewood’s
Staffordshire china factories, to Bridport’s rope-making
for the British Navy and Poole’s flourishing trade with
Newfoundland. However, Dorset remained largely
rural as epitomized in the novels of Thomas Hardy – see
the case study at https://dorsetnationalpark.page.link/
hardy
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Gold Standard Heritage (continued)

In the 19th century the railways brought increased
mobility and communications linking the area to centres
of population such as Birmingham, Bristol, South Wales
and London. During World War I and II Dorset, located
on the English Channel, was strategically important
for the Royal Navy, and in WWII saw the vital early
development of radar as well as being the expected
site of any attempted invasion. The large Portland
Harbour, constructed in its present form at the end of
the 19th century and protected by Nothe Fort and the
Verne Citadel, was for many years one of the largest
Royal Navy bases. British, American and Canadian ships
gathered in the harbour and nearby in Weymouth bay
before the D-Day landings, for which rehearsals were
held at Studland Bay.
Since the early 19th century, when George III took
holidays in Weymouth, Dorset’s tourism industry has
grown, with the seaside resorts of Bournemouth,
Weymouth, Lyme Regis and Swanage, the Jurassic
Coast and the county’s sparsely populated rural areas
attracting millions of visitors each year. Tourism now
surpasses agriculture as the county’s main economic
sector.
Geology
The area’s complex geology – on display along the
World Heritage “Jurassic” Coast which spans 190
million years in time - has produced a wide range of
building materials. The splendid and highly valued
Oolitic limestones of Portland and Purbeck are
extensively used in the county and in a range of famous
London buildings such as the Banqueting House, St
Paul’s Cathedral and Waterloo Bridge. Lower Purbeck
stone was also worked from Portesham to Poxwell
and exported inland up the Piddle Valley. The thinner
Purbeck beds were used for paving and roofing from
Roman times onwards, whilst Purbeck Marble was used
in early Mediaeval ecclesiastical work. West Dorset had
a very workable Inferior Oolite, with over 130 local
quarries, and a Forest Marble used for paving, roofing
and boundary walls.
Other materials include the Blue Lias of Lyme Regis
and the golden Corallian limestone of Abbotsbury. In
the Dorset Downs, dominated by chalk, buildings tend
to be made of brick and flint, often in horizontal bands
with the flint “knapped” into rectangles. Thatched roofs
are a potent image across the area and contribute to its
“picture postcard” image.

There are around 3,000 Listed Buildings and 100
Conservation Areas, reflecting the area’s quality and
importance. Significant buildings range from the many
monastic remains such as Milton Abbey, Forde Abbey
and the buildings at Cerne Abbas and Abbotsbury, to
parish churches from a variety of periods and styles.
Manor houses, follies and tithe barns add to the wealth
of built heritage. The area also contains a number of
major country house estates and preserved estate
villages that contribute to the landscape character with
many fine examples of smaller historic manor houses.
Whilst the designation of Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas has helped to preserve many of our
finest built environments, there are also areas where
character has been eroded by modern development.
Some Issues That Need Addressing
The Dorset AONB has identified a number of key issues
including the following:
•

Difficulty in maintaining an up to date ‘Buildings
at Risk’ register to influence future use and
management.

•

With limited resources for advice and
enforcement, local authority staff struggle to
prevent poor and inappropriate work. Repairs do
not always conform to appropriate standards.

•

Inappropriate design, scale and materials of
new buildings can degrade the character and
distinctiveness of the settlements in the AONB
and impact on the wider landscape.

It will be important that a National Park has the planning
resources and expertise to address these issues and
provide a resource that can be used by the Dorset
Council, communities and those seeking appropriate
and sustainable development. It should provide an
opportunity for a coherent approach to planning and
conservation for the built environment across the area,
and for more effective partnership working. It can
do much to raise overall awareness, understanding
and appreciation of the heritage that too often lies
undiscovered.
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Cultural Heritage

The Visual and Performing Arts
Dorset and East Devon have been the inspiration
for generations of artists, musicians, writers and film
producers. But awareness of this cultural heritage is
limited, especially amongst visitors. Cultural tourism
is a growth market and a National Park can do much
to help raise awareness and entice more to appreciate
what the whole area has to offer and throughout the
year.
JMW Turner, John Constable, the Camden Group
of painters, Charles Rennie Mackintosh visited and
stayed in the area and they were later joined by the
Bloomsbury set of artists and writers, including the
sisters Vanessa Bell and Virginia Woolf who took up
residence at Studland in Purbeck each summer during
the 1930s.
Others who drew inspiration from Purbeck and Dorset
include Paul Nash, Denis Lowson, Augustus John, Mark
Gertler, Alfred Palmer and Graham Sutherland. The
Spencer-Watson’s lived in Purbeck as did Sir Anthony
Caro, who was one of the UK’s greatest contemporary
sculptors.
Lawrence Whistler provided exquisite engraved
windows for the village church of Moreton in Dorset’s
“Egdon Heath”. John Makepeace, world-renowned
furniture designer and maker, lived at Parnham House
in the west of Dorset where he founded the Parnham
Trust and the School for Craftsmen in Wood (now
Parnham College) to provide courses for aspiring
furniture-makers such as Viscount Linley.
This artistic legacy continues with a wide range of artists
who draw inspiration from the landscapes, light and
heritage of the area. Dorset’s vibrant arts and musical
scene finds expression in festivals, concerts and
displays throughout the county and throughout the
year, including Dorset Art Weeks, Purbeck Art Weeks
Festival, the Plush and Bridport festivals, and festivals
in all musical modes and traditions.
The internationally renowned Bournemouth Symphony
Orchestra is based at The Lighthouse, Poole. The Dorset
Chamber Orchestra and the Dorset County Orchestra
put on a series of classical concerts each year. There are
numerous amateur music groups and choral societies
across Dorset with dance at the Bournemouth Pavilion
and smaller cultural events supported by Arts Reach in
village halls..
Stephen Warbeck, Oscar-winning composer of many
film scores, including “Captain Corelli’s Mandolin” and
“Shakespeare in Love,” lives in Purbeck, Dorset.
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The landscapes and wildlife of Dorset continue to
inspire amateur and professional photographers
including award-winning Dorset photographers Andy
Farrer (landscapes) and Julian Sawyer (wildlife).
Both Dorset and East Devon offer many excellent
museums in towns and villages, from Dorchester’s
historic and important County Museum, to the Purbeck
Stone Museum in Langton Matravers and Sturminster
Newton’s Heritage Mill museum. The museums of the
Jurassic Coast Museums Partnership showcase the
geology and fossils of this famous coast, and the history
of the towns, including Lyme Regis, Bridport, Portland
and Swanage. East Devon’s Allhallows Museum has a
fine collection of Honiton lace in a building dating from
the C13th, and Axminster Museum’s exhibits range
from agricultural tools to Axminster carpets.
Writers and Literary Heritage
Thomas Hardy lived most of his long life in Dorset in
and around Dorchester. Towns, villages, rivers, heaths
and farm landscapes and their inhabitants inspired
his many novels and poems. Both Hardy’s birthplace
cottage and Max Gate are owned by the National Trust.
Gustav Holst visited Hardy before composing Egdon
Heath as a homage to the wilder side of the county.
Hardy’s friend William Barnes lived all his life in Dorset.
A writer, minister and poet, he wrote over 800 poems
which are a valuable record of the old Dorset dialect
and of working people’s lives in the 19th Century.
Jane Austen wrote in Lyme Regis, West Dorset and in
Sidmouth, East Devon. “Persuasion” is partly set in Lyme
Regis, while “Sense and sensibility” is set in Devon.
Robert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning lived
and wrote in Sidmouth, E Devon from 1832 to 1835.
Writers John Cowper Powys, T.F Powys and Llewelyn
Powys feature Dorset in their work including Weymouth
Sands (1934) and Maiden Castle (1936), while William
Thackeray and John Betjeman wrote in Sidmouth, East
Devon.
T. E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) archaeologist,
historian, soldier and writer, chose the tiny cottage of
Cloud’s Hill (owned by the NT) near Bovington army
camp as his retreat in the years after the First World
War. Wareham Museum contains an exhibition of his
life and works as well as a sculpture in a Saxon Church.
Rupert Brooke wrote one of his most famous poems
while at Bovington. It begins: “If I should die, think only
this of me: that there’s some corner of a foreign field
that is forever England.”

Cultural Heritage (continued)

Enid Blyton first came to the area in 1931 and Dorset
landmarks feature in her “Famous Five” books:
Whispering Island is based on Brownsea Island, and
Corfe Castle became Kirrin Castle. For twenty years
she visited Swanage on holiday. Mary (Wollstoncraft)
Shelley, the author of “Frankenstein,” is buried in
Bournemouth and Robert Louis Stevenson lived for
three years in Bournemouth where he wrote “The
Strange Case of Dr Jeykll and Mr Hyde.” John Le
Carre, (David Cornwell) also lived in Bournemouth
and attended school in Sherborne. Cecil Day Lewis
attended the same school
The pioneering Dr Marie Stopes founded Portland
Museum in her old stone cottage; her ashes were cast
into the sea at Portland. The ashes of H.G. Wells were
scattered into the sea at Studland, Dorset.
Crime writer P. D. James for many years had a home in
Purbeck and several of her books are set in the area.
The cliff-edge folly Clavell’s Tower near Kimmeridge
inspired her book “The Black Tower.” Minette Walters
is another crime writer who lives in Dorset. Ian Fleming
attended school in Langton Matravers, Dorset and one
inspiration for James Bond may have been the Bond
family of Tyneham in Dorset, whose family motto is
“The world is not enough.”
Ian McEwan’s award-winning book “On Chesil Beach”
[now also a film] is set on and around this atmospheric
coastal feature while Bridport based Chris Chibnall’s
TV drama “Broadchurch” features West Bay. Lord
Julian Fellowes, writer, actor and director, lives near
Dorchester. He is well-known for the television series,
Downton Abbey, films Gosford Park and From Time to
Time, and several novels.

The cast of Broadchurch at West Bay.
ITV Drama - Broadchurch (2017)

Tracy Chevalier’s successful books include “The Girl
with the Pearl Earring” while ‘Remarkable Creatures’
is based on the life and discoveries of Dorset fossil
pioneer Mary Anning.
Film & TV Locations
The unspoilt countryside and dramatic coastline,
towns, villages, manor houses and gardens of Dorset
have featured in many films and TV dramas.
Dorset is Thomas Hardy’s Wessex and, with much
of the landscape remaining unchanged, it has been
the location for many adaptations of his novels,
including “Far From the Madding Crowd,” “Tess of the
D’Urbervilles,” and “The Mayor of Casterbridge.”
Adaptations of Jane Austen’s novels filmed in Dorset
included “Mansfield Park” set in Purbeck, “Emma”
filmed in Evershot and Dorchester, and “Persuasion”
filmed in Lyme Regis. Lyme Regis, the home of author
John Fowles, was the setting for his novel “The French
Lieutenant’s Woman” and the 1980 film adaptation
featuring a cloaked Meryl Streep standing on Lyme’s
historic harbour, The Cobb.
Weymouth and Portland locations have featured in
many films and TV programmes while West Dorset’s
coastline featured in TV drama “Broadchurch.”
For a fuller note on this topic, see the evidence package
submitted to Natural England in 2013.
www.dorsetnationalpark.com/evidence-2013

Matthew Macfadyen and Hayley Atwell on location in Swanage.
BBC Drama - Howards End (2017)
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Recreational Opportunities and Potential

Dorset & East Devon’s spectacular and uniquely
diverse environment includes its outstanding and
internationally important geodiversity, the World
Heritage “Jurassic” Coast, beautiful and varied
landscapes and the greatest biodiversity in Britain [a
2018 study by Sussex University found that Dorset
has 4 of the top 5 areas for biodiversity in Britain.]
The area therefore offers unrivalled opportunities
to explore, understand and enjoy these landscapes.
Dorset’s rich cultural and “gold standard” heritage
is also outstanding, from ancient ridgeways with
Iron Age hillforts and Bronze Age barrows to historic
market towns and ancient ports, from Thomas Hardy’s
“Wessex” and “Egdon Heath” to Dorset’s important
maritime, military, industrial, archaeological and artistic
heritage, which spans from Neolithic to modern times.
A Dorset & East Devon National Park would provide
an unrivalled range of recreational opportunities
and potential, both on-shore and off-shore. It would
promote recreational opportunities and enjoyment,
both locally and nationally, fully inclusively connecting
more people with the natural environment and
enhancing health and well-being for everyone and for
all ages and interests, local people and visitors. Like the
Dorset Local Nature Partnership (LNP), we want to see
a physically and mentally healthy Dorset community
which makes the most of its natural environment for
exercise and wellbeing. The LNP calls for investment
in both the development of naturally healthy activities
and in the natural environments where these support
preventative and remedial health and wellbeing
interventions in Dorset. See https://www.dorsetlnp.
org.uk/hres/Natural-Health-Position-Paper2.pdf
Dorset’s sun, sea, sand and land, with rail and other
sustainable transport access from London, the Midlands
and West Country, help to make this one of the nation’s
favourite and most-photographed counties. At the
heart of Southern England and adjacent to the largest
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non-industrial conurbation in the country, Dorset
offers visitors and local people the opportunity for
wide-ranging experiences: from tranquillity, physical
and spiritual recreation and renewal, to excitement,
challenge and adventure in an environment which is
extraordinarily beautiful and yet can be astonishingly
little-known, wild and remote. This short video by the
National Trust and commercial partners illustrates just
some of the wide range of recreational experiences
in beautiful surroundings which Dorset offers:
See https://dorsetnationalpark.page.link/dorsetvideo
But these experiences need to be managed.
An especial recreational as well as environmental
attraction is the UNESCO World Heritage Dorset & East
Devon “Jurassic” Coast. Coastline is currently underrepresented in England’s National Parks, and the area’s
90 miles of spectacular coastline - still England’s only
natural World Heritage Site - would more than double
the current extent of coast in England’s National
Parks. In an increasingly challenging financial climate,
a NP would help to support and care for this World
Heritage Coast and be a strengthened guarantor of
our national commitment to UNESCO. The breadth of
recreational opportunities available along the coast
ranges from cliff climbing (see the case study at https://
dorsetnationalpark.page.link/climbing) through all
forms of water sports which attract people of all ages
and backgrounds from across the country and overseas.
The proposed National Park would not only be the first
English NP to have a significant coastal presence, it
could potentially also be the first to have an offshore
role, thus bringing together in a coordinated way
on-shore and off-shore designations and working in
a close and productive partnership with all relevant
organisations and agencies.

Recreational Opportunities and Potential (continued)

The 2012 Olympic Games showcased the Dorset coast
as an outstanding venue for sailing and water sports.
A National Park would help secure and build on the
Games “legacy” and achieve the best return on the very
substantial national and local investment in the Games.
Dorset and East Devon include a long section of the
popular South West Coast Path national trail [also
part of the E9 European route.] But Dorset’s extensive
inland designated trails and the opportunities these
offer for walking, cycling and riding, are not sufficiently
recognised. These include the Dorset Wessex
Ridgeway, the South Dorset Ridgeway, the Hardy Way,
the Purbeck Way, Poole Harbour Trail, the Jubilee
Trail, the Hartland Way, the North Dorset Trailway,
and the Stour Valley Way. These are complemented
and supported by a rich footpath network and many
local and community routes. National and local cycling
routes across the area [such as national cycling route 2
which crosses Dorset from east to west, visiting many
fascinating places and beautiful, unspoilt countryside
en route,] offer exceptional scope for on-road and offroad cycling experiences. The area is a major destination
for those, including groups from urban schools and
from all areas and backgrounds, seeking their Duke of
Edinburgh Award. Dorset offers an experience which
is at once exciting, fascinating, varied and challenging,
while also welcoming, inclusive and safe. More could
be made of the introductory experiences such young
people enjoy, for example to encourage people of
all ages and backgrounds to enjoy Dorset’s uniquely
varied landscapes, wildlife and heritage and the warm
welcome of our communities.
The environment is Dorset’s greatest economic asset,
and providing recreational opportunities, enjoyment,
interest and education is also Dorset’s largest business
sector. Yet research shows that Dorset undersells itself
and has not attracted the investment or value that its
spectacular environmental and cultural qualities merit.

Our productivity, skill and wage levels are too low and
our economy is too seasonal. A National Park would
appreciate and value the interdependence between
our natural environment, our economy and local
communities and the vital importance of maintaining
and investing in our natural capital; this understanding
would be central to the joined-up, coherent strategy
and planning the area needs to ensure our environment,
communities and economy are living, working, thriving
and sustainable.
A NP would help develop a coherent, Dorset-wide
Sustainable Tourism Strategy and a tourism and
recreation economy which celebrates and enhances
our spectacular landscapes and an environment
where nature, health and well-being thrive, and offers
the added interest and added value of eco, heritage
and cultural tourism, and market opportunities for
local producers (e.g. of high quality sustainable local
produce) and service providers. This Strategy, plus the
funding of a comprehensive ranger service, should
help communities, landowners and others to manage
the pressures which can arise from some tourism
and recreational activities and in certain locations,
and help ensure that recreational use is sensitive to
the environment. Increased use of some of our most
popular recreational routes and trails for sporting
and charitable events with large participation, can
place some strain on the countryside and wildlife and
communities. Councils, relevant agencies and tourism
providers, including the NT, RSPB and NE, struggle to
manage such impacts. Councils, communities, land
managers and conservation bodies would welcome a
National Park’s ability, with partners, to help manage
the pressures arising from tourism and recreation, as
Purbeck District Council recognised in its in-depth
evaluation of the NP proposal.
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Recreational Opportunities and Potential (continued)

Our National Park would be adjacent to the Poole,
Bournemouth and Christchurch conurbation which is
the largest non-industrial conurbation in the UK. The
NP offers an exceptional recreational resource for local
people living in the conurbation, including students
and staff of Dorset’s two universities, Bournemouth
University and the Arts University, Bournemouth. The
conurbation is also an important NP gateway and
transport hub offering sustainable access to the NP
by a range of means including: rail, coach and bus
services from London and the South East, the Midlands
and North, the West and South West; international ferry
services to Poole; international flights to Bournemouth
airport, and national and international flights and
ferries to Southampton with rail and coach connections
to Dorset.
The National Park Team’s 2013 evidence submission
to Natural England included an overview of Dorset’s
uniquely wide-ranging recreational opportunities. This
can be seen here at https://dorsetnationalpark.page.
link/recreation2013
In 2014, the Team’s evidence submission included
Natural England’s Recreational Opportunity Evaluation
Table, addressing Natural England’s ‘Recreational
Potential’ criterion, as regards the recreational
opportunity and potential of the proposed National
Park area and wider Dorset. The completed evaluation
table can be seen at https://dorsetnationalpark.page.
link/recreation2014
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In a further and more detailed examination of Dorset’s
recreational opportunities, the Team has undertaken
a pilot recreational database for the Isle of Portland.
Download this at
https://dorsetnationalpark.page.link/recreation2018
The Portland Recreational database illustrates the very
wide range of recreational opportunities available in
that part of Dorset alone. Such a database could be
extended to survey recreational opportunities Dorsetwide. This analysis complements a growing number of
other databases, information sources and apps.
These include:
•
•
•

the icoast searchable database (which is being
further developed for the 2019 season,);
http://www.icoast.co.uk/map/
the Geo-Wessex on-line searchable resource used
by Dorset County Council;
https://explorer.geowessex.com/
and the University of Exeter’s ORVAL resource.
https://www.leep.exeter.ac.uk/orval/

Other sources of information include those provided
by the National Trust, DWT and English Heritage,
relating to their own properties and visitor attractions.

Image courtesy of David Parnell

Recreational Opportunities and Potential (continued)

National Parks have a remit to concern themselves with
the environment, biodiversity and the cultural heritage,
and to promote enjoyment and understanding of the
area’s special qualities. It seems to us much too narrow,
today, to think of recreation and National Parks only
or mainly in terms of outdoor, active recreation. For
today’s lovers and users of National Parks, consumers
and providers of recreational opportunities, the
outdoors and indoors are fully connected. Thus, key
recreation providers and interested partners of the
National Park proposal, such as the National Trust,
RSPB, Thomas Hardy Society, T E Lawrence Society,
SPAB, Birds of Poole Harbour, the Etches Collection,
many local heritage and museum societies and others
provide visitor centres and displays, talks and children’s
activities, cafés and shops, as well as encouraging
recreation, discovery and adventure out of doors.
‘Citizen Science’ opportunities for local people and
visitors to participate in biological recording activities
in the suggested NP area are provided by the NT, RSPB
and Bournemouth University.

Informal recreational opportunities [self-generated, e.g.
walking and cycling, with a huge range of possibilities
limited only by one’s imagination] are complemented
by activities which are provided by organisations
including both not-for-profit organisations like NT,
RSPB, Birds of Poole Harbour, the Burngate Centre,
Thomas Hardy Society and others [where income
from commercial activity supports conservation and
education roles] and commercial organisations like
the Brenscombe Outdoor Activities Centre, Swanage
Diving School, Land and Wave etc.
All such recreation, outdoors and indoors, informal,
charitable and commercial, is beneficial for physical
and mental health and well-being, is part of Dorset’s
inclusive welcome, and promotes enjoyment and
sympathetic understanding of our outstanding
environment and heritage.
A great deal of investment is associated with such
activities. The Portland Eden project is an example, as
are NT, RSPB, Birds of Poole Harbour and DWT visitor
centres, cafés etc., as well as public sector investment,
for example at DCC’s Durlston Castle and country park,
and commercial investment in facilities such as hire and
retail outlets for cycling, marine and coastal activities.
All such activities and provision are worth large and
growing sums for Dorset and East Devon’s economy
– and all are recognised to depend on maintaining the
health of our exceptional environment.
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The Economic Benefits

Assets and Challenges
The environment is our greatest economic asset.
This is a major reason why people live in the area,
have their businesses here and visit the area. But our
outstanding environment, biodiversity and heritage
are under pressure and need to be better conserved
and enhanced to help ensure a thriving, resilient,
prosperous, healthy and sustainable future for our
communities and economy.
We face a number of significant economic challenges.
These include:
•

•

Defining and implementing an economic strategy
which sustains and grows the rural economy while
conserving our environment through attracting
appropriate investment, increasing skilled
employment and training, retaining and attracting
young people through skilled jobs and attractive
wages, and tackling seasonal unemployment;
Supplying affordable housing: Dorset faces a
major challenge to achieve an adequate supply of
affordable rural housing. Average house prices are
particularly high in certain areas such as coastal
communities where a significant percentage of
second homes and holiday properties in some
communities impacts on the viability of some
services and businesses, such as local schools,
shops, post offices, petrol stations and pubs;

•

Addressing the specific needs and health
challenges of an ageing population and
increasing pressure on the county’s social care
and health budgets;

•

Infrastructure challenges, including the
accessibility and quality of broadband and mobile
phone reception, and the adequacy of transport
infrastructure.

The Benefits a National Park would offer to all of
the area
The proposed Dorset & East Devon National Park
presents an exceptional opportunity for residents,
businesses and investors whether in the county or
conurbation or thinking of locating to the area. It
would safeguard and enhance our exceptional natural
assets and – as outlined below – unlock a wide range
of economic benefits and opportunities for all of rural
Dorset and neighbouring areas.
A report from Cumulus Consultants (see https://
dorsetnationalpark.page.link/economy ) explains how
a National Park would:
1. Strengthen and invest in the area’s natural capital,
recognised as a major asset for growing a strong
and resilient economy;
2. Strengthen Dorset’s brand, providing major
opportunities for a range of businesses across the
economy;
3. Help the area attract investment from government
and the private sector;
4. Partner with the Dorset Council and LEP in
defining and implementing a Rural Economic
Strategy;
5. Boost and help sustainably manage the growth of
our tourism sector;
6. Add value to our land-based industries and the
other sectors that depend on them, enhancing
their productivity and resilience;
7. Together with the Dorset Council, play a key role
in planning for sustainable development of the
rural economy;
8. Contribute to the delivery of better rural
services and the development of stronger rural
communities;
9. Benefit our whole economy and the people who
live and work here.
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The Economic Benefits (continued)

National Park Activities

National Park Outcomes

Rural Economic Strategy

Dorset’s Natural Capital is maintained,
enhanced and used for the benefit of all

Support for Land Management

Dorset’s World Class Environment
and Quality of Life are widely
appreciated
A stronger Dorset brand adds value
to produce and attracts visitors,
businesses and workers

Growing Sustainable Tourism

Planning for Sustainable
Development

Supporting Rural Businesses
and Skills

Supporting Rural Communities
and Services

Growing the Dorset Brand

Increased public and private
investment are attracted to Dorset

National Park Impacts

Business growth and
increased productivity in rural
economy and across Dorset as
a whole

Vital environmental services
on which people and the
economy depend are
maintained and enhanced

Sustainable development supports
business growth, infrastructure and
affordable housing
Rural economy contributes to Dorset’s
growth, driven by clear strategy and plan

Rural communities are more
prosperous and inclusive

Land management sector is helped
to add value, address Brexit challenge
and respond to new opportunities
Tourism benefits from plans to add
value and promote sustainable growth

Rural communities are engaged and
services are improved

Strengthening and Investing in Natural Capital
Dorset’s natural capital is its greatest economic asset.
A Dorset National Park would recognise the value of
this natural capital and provide a focus for conserving,
enhancing and investing in it. This would help to
strengthen the delivery of a range of vital services on
which communities and the economy depend and
provide new opportunities for economic growth for the
county as a whole.

All Dorset residents benefit
from outstanding natural
environment and quality of life

Developing the Dorset Brand and Attracting
Investment
A Dorset National Park would strengthen Dorset’s
international as well as national brand, providing
opportunities for a range of businesses. This would
enhance productivity and add value to local produce
and tourism and would help Dorset to attract and retain
more high value businesses, workers and visitors. A
Dorset National Park would strengthen efforts to attract
private sector inward investment as well as attract
increased government investment to the county.
See https://dorsetnationalpark.page.link/rural
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The Economic Benefits (continued)

Building through Partnership a Rural Economic
Strategy
A Dorset National Park would cover a significant part
of the rural area of the county and provide a focus for
meeting the distinctive needs of the rural economy,
within the overall economic strategy for Dorset defined
by the Dorset Council and the LEP. The National Park
Authority can be a strategic partner and delivery agent
for both the Dorset Council and the LEP. It would
work with partners to further define the approach to
sustaining and growing rural sectors such as the digital
economy, the green economy and related R&D and
investment opportunities, agriculture, food, tourism
and renewable energy. These provide the potential
to contribute to balanced and distributed economic
growth across the county. The strategy would aim to
address the specific challenges facing rural businesses
and communities, including rural broadband,
affordable housing and sustainable transport, while
seeking to promote business start-ups and enhance
skills, productivity, value added and wages in rural
sectors.
Adding Value to the Tourism Sector
Tourism is a major sector in Dorset’s economy worth
some £1.8 billion per year. A Dorset National Park
would provide a major boost for the sector, helping
to add value to the county’s tourism offer and facilitate
sustainable growth across the county. It would help
spread the season through for example eco, heritage
and cultural tourism, spread the benefits to parts
of the county that are currently undervalued, help
better manage tourism pressures (including through
developing a sustainable tourism strategy) and, on the
basis of evidence from the South Downs, lead to visitors
staying longer and spending more and hence adding
more value to the local economy. See also https://www.
dorsetnationalpark.com/single-post/Opportunity
Supporting the Land-Based Sector
Land management, agriculture and forestry are at the
heart of the rural economy, providing jobs and incomes,
managing the majority of rural land, and supporting
businesses in the food and tourism sectors. They face
ongoing economic challenges, including changes in
the national policy context, farm funding schemes and
market conditions following the UK’s exit from the EU.
A Dorset National Park would provide opportunities to
address these challenges in a strategic way, to attract
funding for the provision of public goods, and to add
value to rural products and services. The South West of
England is particularly dependent on farming subsidies
and as this framework changes, Dorset farmers should

welcome the support a National Park could offer them
as they seek to diversify their sources of income and
to access and develop new funding opportunities.
Dorset is a farmed working landscape shaped by man,
and its environment and well-being depend on the
health of its land-based businesses. See also https://
dorsetnationalpark.page.link/farming
Planning for Sustainable Development
Sustainable economic development depends on a
modern, robust yet enabling planning framework
that facilitates development while protecting and
strengthening the natural capital on which the economy
depends. A Dorset National Park would work with the
Dorset Council, the LEP and other partners to facilitate
sustainable development through its planning role.
It would help foster and maintain vibrant, healthy,
productive, living and working communities and proactively respond to local housing needs – including the
provision of truly affordable homes for local people. It
should create a seamless planning resource with the
Dorset Council, develop compatible dovetailed plans
for rural Dorset and provide a one-stop-shop service
for planning advice as part of a streamlined customer
focussed approach.
Benefiting the Whole Economy and those who live
and work here
A National Park would be an asset for the county
and wider area, benefiting everyone in rural and
urban areas alike. By conserving and enhancing our
landscapes, biodiversity, cultural heritage and natural
capital, it would benefit all who work in, live in and visit
the county. Market towns in and around the National
Park would benefit as economic hubs providing goods
and services for local people and visitors. In line with
Government policy, a National Park would - where
appropriate and with agreement - work beyond its
boundaries. It would enhance opportunities for a wide
range of recreation, raise awareness and understanding
and contribute to the county’s and nation’s health and
well-being.

