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Re: 2018-1 X-Culture Finalist, Claudia Watkins, Team 587 
 

To Whom It May Concern 

 

Claudia Watkins took part in the 2018-1 round of the X-Culture project.  

 

The X-Culture project is a large-scale experiential learning exercise designed to provide students with an 

opportunity to gain first-hand experience in international virtual collaboration.  

 

A total of 4,201 MBA students, undergraduate business students, and non-student contestants from 152 

universities in 37 countries on all 6 continents enrolled in the 2018-1 round of the X-Culture competition. Of 

those, 4,971 passed the Readiness Test and successfully completed the project. 

 

A total of 1,032 reports were submitted in the 2018-1 round of the X-Culture competition. 

Working in global virtual teams, the teams developed a business proposal for one of half a dozen companies 

that partnered with X-Culture this semester and provided a detailed plan for implementing the idea.  

 

This year’s corporate partners included companies such as the Nashville Chamber of Commerce from the 

U.S.A.; Vertical Journey, an extreme tourism provider from Peru; Finnish Schools International, a private 

school network from Finland; UniCheck, a company from Ukraine that makes plagiarism detection software; 

or Ultraspecialist, a medical services company from Italy, to name a few. 

 

All 1,032 teams successfully finished the competition and submitted their business reports.  

 

The reports were sent out for evaluation to a large group of International Business experts, mainly 

International Business professors and coaches from around the world (162 people from 37 countries). Each 

report was independently evaluated by 4 to 7 experts along multiple dimensions, such as report creativity, 

clarity, viability of the ideas, style, as well as evaluation of each report section. The experts also provided 

qualitative feedback. 

 

Based on the expert evaluations, 100 best reports with nearly perfect scores were selected and sent for 

additional evaluation to the X-Culture International Award Committee comprised of 15 International Business 

experts representing 12 different countries. They re-read each finalist report one more time and provided their 

recommendations as to the winners. 
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Based on these 15 additional sets of evaluations, one team, TEAM 587, that Claudia Watkins was a member 

of, was determined to be the receipting of the 2018-1 X-CULTURE BEST TEAM AWARD. 

  

This is a remarkable achievement. Based on our rigorous assessment and comparison of performance of 

almost five thousand students from some of the world’s most reputable universities and almost a thousand 

international teams, members of TEAM 587 were the best. This places them in Top 1% worldwide.  

 

I can very confidently recommend the members of this team, and Claudia Watkins in particular, for jobs and 

projects that require advanced cross-cultural collaboration, teamwork, and problem-solving skills.  

 

 

Most sincerely, 
 

 
 

Dr. Vasyl Taras 

Associate Professor of International Business 

The X-Culture Project Founder and Coordinator  

Fellow of the Academy of International Business, Southeast USA 

Master’s of International Business Program Director 

Bryan School of Business and Economics, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

POB 26165, Greensboro, NC 27402-6165 

336-256-8611, v_taras@uncg.edu, www.X-Culture.org



 
 

Based on the evaluation of the performance of 1,032 teams comprised of 
4,972 students from 152 universities in 37 countries on 6 continents 

who participated in the 2018-1 round of the X-Culture International Collaboration Project,  

Claudia Watkins 
was a member of TEAM 587 that was awarded the title 

THE 2018-1 X-culture BEST TEAM 
■  ■   ■  ■ 

August 19, 2018                                                                   Dr. Vas Taras, Founder    


