Curriculum Years 9, 10 and 11
In recognition of the strong progress made by pupils at The Westgate throughout Key Stage 3, we
begin our Key Stage 4 curriculum from Year 9. Careful planning of the timetable and options
process allows us to increase the range of subjects from which pupils can choose for Year 9, before
making a gradual reduction in the number of subjects taken in Year 10 according to the
individual’s strengths, interests and in consultation with parents and pupils. The Year 9 curriculum
is characterised by broader opportunities for pupils to experience new subjects such as
Photography, Media Studies and Sculpture as discrete option subjects. Meanwhile, the great
majority of pupils will continue their learning in Humanities, MFL and Arts subjects to ensure a
broad and balanced curriculum is experienced. The school takes a varied approach to the
organisation of teaching groups to ensure that the challenges of learning in different disciplines
are effectively met.
By the end of Year 9, pupils will have a second opportunity to
focus their learning as they choose their subjects for
examination entry. Again, we encourage all pupils to continue
with a Modern Foreign Language and a subject in Humanities
because alongside a range of other subject disciplines,
qualifications in these disciplines are a sound foundation for
post-16 learning. Throughout Years 9 to 11, the core subjects
of English, Maths and Science will focus on the GCSE syllabi and a choice of either Double or Triple
Sciences. Nearly all pupils will take GCSE English and Literature in our school as part of their core
provision. Where pupils have particular interests in Music or sport for example, the school
provides ample opportunities for them to pursue their interests even if not taken as an
examination subject. We actively promote these opportunities in our school and are keen to
celebrate the achievements of our pupils in their participation of these additional learning
opportunities. Our thriving extra-curricular music and sports programmes in which a great
majority of pupils participate, are a key part of the all-through school provision, facilitating rich
learning opportunities where younger and older pupils are working in partnership and learning
together.
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The Upper School curriculum: a 5-year journey
Years 7 and 8

Year 9

Years 10 and 11
English Language

English

English – including Latin
option

English Literature

Media Studies
Mathematics

Mathematics

Science

Science

Digital Studies

CPSHEE 
RE core 

PE core

PE core 
PE GCSE option 

Humanities
Geography
History
RE
Arts
Art
Drama
Music
Technology

Combined Science
Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Computing 

CPSHEE

Language –with second from Yr 8

Mathematics

Language – 1 or 2 
Geography and/or History 
RE option 
Fine Art 
Drama 
Music 
Photography 
Sculpture 
Design Technology 
Food and Nutrition 

To view the exam board subject information please see the exam board details as listed. These can
be found at:




AQA https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects
OCR https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
EDUQAS http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/
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The Wellbeing Curriculum
Year 9
Assemblies

Science

English and
Media

Maths

PE & Dance

CPSHEE and
RE
Programme

History

Geography
Technology
The Arts
MFL

Year 10







Making mistakes and improving, supporting each other
Voicing opinions and ideas, Group work
Learning to work independently Art for therapy (Sculpture)
Diet and Exercise
The dangers of Smoking and Alcohol, Confidence (speaking)

Black = specifically taught Blue= promotes / develops
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Year 11

Supporting charities (Shoebox appeal, Taking responsibility,
As Y9 and Y10, additionally:
Enrichment opportunities, Anti-bullying, Having a growth mindset, Post 16 learning opportunities,
Organ Donation, Young carers, Cancer talk, Sexual bullying,
Careers information, BREATHE:
Internet Safety, Money management, Bravery, Pride
being in control,
 Stem cell therapy and ethical
 Vaccination, Antibiotics and
 Contraception and
dilemmas,
painkillers,
fertilisation
 Chemistry of food and
 Discovery and development
 Inherited disorders and
digestion
of drugs,
genetic screening
 Hormones and the artificial
control of fertility
 Reflecting on relationships,
 Coping with trauma and loss, Resilience in preparation for
exams
Standing up for beliefs,
 Racism and overcoming it,
Responsibilities and looking
Qualities of a hero, Ambitions,
after others (community),
overcoming challenges
Nature vs nurture, Ethics of
(exploring)
scientific experiments
 Confidence in spoken
language
Personal finance (certificate)
 Personal finance project: NIC,  Where is the best place to
PAYE, managing a budget and
live: statistics
borrowing money
Team work, Confidence (when performing), How exercise improves memory function for revision
(DLD), How exercise improves emotional wellbeing (DLD), Healthy active lifestyle (H & F suite), Stress
management, Communicating confidently (sports leaders)
 Careers and preparing for
 Careers and preparing for
 Parliament and the rule of
the future
the next step
law in the UK and beyond
 Mental health, Resilience,
 Economics and finances
 Current health issues in
anxiety and stress
 Cyber safety
society, mindfulness and
management,
 Exam stress management
mental health.

Staying
safe
online
 Managing stress and anxiety.
 Careers and the environment
 Drugs and alcohol awareness,
 Human rights
 Money management
 Wellbeing of populations
 Fleeing for Wellbeing,
 Time of greater wellbeing for
Germans, Increased jobs
 Poppy Appeal
 Land, trade and war
after the depression
 Causes and cures of disease
 Tolerating different religions,
 Rebuilding the city of London  Ending slavery in Africa
 Human development,
 Poverty, Equality,
 Employment and economies
 Economic development,
 Looking after our
 Maintaining a good water
environment
supply
 Climate change
 Healthy eating (5 a day), Eatwell Guide, Nutritional analysis, Food related illnesses, Managing food
intolerances, Reuse and recycling (benefits), Food for enjoyment

Overview of the Curriculum
English
The English journey continues within which Latin is an additional option for some pupils. In Year 10
the GCSE syllabus begins with all pupils taking English Literature alongside English Language,
leading to two separate GCSE grades.

Mathematics
Mathematics is taken by all pupils. In Year 9 there is preparation for the GCSE syllabus which
begins in the summer of this year and then into Year 10. All pupils will gain a single GCSE
qualification.

Science
All pupils initially undertake the combined Science Trilogy (double science) in Years 9 and 10,
alongside a small amount of Separate Science (triple science) content. During Year 10, pupils are
able to progress on to the Separate Award pathway where the three Sciences are examined
separately. This will involve pupils studying extra content for each subject, and sitting longer
exams, to provide the opportunity for pupils to gain separate qualifications in Biology, Chemistry
and Physics. Pupils who do not study Biology, Chemistry and Physics separately will continue with
Combined Science Trilogy. This will lead to a result which is worth two GCSE grades. Both courses
allow pupils to continue with A-level Science qualifications and beyond.

Foundation course (six subjects in Year 9 reducing to four in Year 10)
This part of the curriculum allows pupils to make choices according to their interests and
strengths. We have included the following in this part of the curriculum:
1. Geography and/or History (pupils are also able to select Geography or History as part of their
three additional choices)
2. A Foreign Language – Spanish and/or French. Pupils who have taken Latin in Year 9 may also
choose to take this as a GCSE option in Years 10 and 11.
3. Three additional choices (see Foundation pages within this booklet)
4. Religious Enquiry (see previous page for more information).
We strongly advise that pupils learn a foreign language. It is beneficial for the large majority of our
pupils and has a positive impact not only on cognitive development but as part of wider cultural
awareness. Pupils who have started a second language may choose to continue with this as one of
their three additional choices.
Please note that options are renewed annually and provision for Year 9 to 10 is in part, subject to
pupil numbers.
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English Literature and Language
The English curriculum is taught as an integrated course. However, pupils will be entered for GCSE English
Language and Literature as two discrete qualifications and pupils must study in order to achieve.

English Language
Overview of the Course:
Pupils will develop their skills as critical readers of fiction and non-fiction texts and also become writers,
adept at crafting language to suit a range of audiences and purposes. They will also become confident
speakers able to express their opinion on a range of challenging ideas.

Course Skills:






Reading of non-fiction texts
Critical reading of creative texts
Writing non-fiction texts, including news articles and on-line articles
Writing creative texts including stories and descriptions
Spoken language presentation skills

Course content:
The English language GCSE is skills based and is taught in an integrated way, complementing and supporting
the English Literature course. Pupils will also read and analyse news articles related to current affairs. More
confident learners will study Latin as part of their English Curriculum. The addition of Latin will provide
further enrichment and enhance the study of English. In Year 9, the pupils will be introduced to the Latin
language and literature and explore the influence of Latin on the English language, with a view to taking the
language onto GCSE if they choose to (see page 18 for further details).

Assessment:
The English Language GCSE is assessed through two linear exams: reading and writing non-fiction texts and
reading and writing creative texts. Spoken language presentation skills are assessed through a separate
teacher-assessed non-examination endorsement.
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English Literature
Overview of the Course:
Pupils are given the opportunity to read a range of texts and genres from a canon of modern
writers, including Shakespeare.

Year 9 Course Content:
Year 9 pupils will read from a choice of ‘Of Mice and Men’, ‘The Crucible’ or ‘To Kill a Mocking Bird’. Poetry
studied will include a range of pre and post 1914 poets on the theme of character and voice. Pupils will also
study ‘Macbeth’ in preparation for their GCSE. They will also develop their spoken language presentation
skills by delivering a talk to the class.

Year 10 -11 Course Content:
Pupils follow the AQA course for GCSE English Literature. They will read a nineteenth century novel, either:
‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ by Robert L Stevenson, ‘A Christmas Carol’, by Charles Dickens
or ‘Frankenstein’, by Mary Shelley. They will also study a modern text: either ‘Lord of the Flies’ or ‘An
Inspector Calls’ and a range of pre and post 1914 poetry on the theme of Power and Conflict. Pupils also
continue to study Shakespeare’s Macbeth which was introduced in Year 9. Please note: texts are subject to
change according to exam board review.

Assessment:
The English Literature GCSE is assessed through two linear exams: ‘Shakespeare and the Nineteenth
Century text’ and ‘Poetry and Modern texts’.

Home Learning:
Pupils are expected to complete Home Learning every week. Usually this should take one hour. Home
Learning will be set as a variety of tasks including using the on-line resource Doddle, reading tasks in
preparation for the lesson, language analysis, and the completion of written tasks.

Exam Board: AQA – 8700, 8702
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Mathematics
Course skills:





Number, Ratio and Proportion
Algebra
Geometry and Measures
Statistics and Probability

Course content:
In Year 9 pupils begin their GCSE journey. All pupils follow the Higher Edexcel scheme of work. There is
more of an emphasis on developing depth and mastery in Mathematics, with pupils given the chance to
fully explore the uses to which their skills can be put.
Specific topics covered will be wide and varied but will include varies lines of enquiry. Pupils will learn
about
1. Sequences and Graphs – including links to real life problems and solving equations
2. Proportional Reasoning – including percentage and fractional changes
3. Geometrical Reasoning – including inquiry into right-angled triangles, loci and transformations
4. Use of statistical skills – carrying out an investigation from Hypothesis to Conclusion.
5. Probability – including how complex situations can be analysed and simplified.

Assessment:
After each major unit, pupils will be given the opportunity to assess their own progress towards mastering
the required skills. Teachers will give classes an assessment for learning on a regular basis to check the
learning is understood. Pupils will be given targets to improve, with explanations to support concept
understanding.

Home Learning:
Weekly Home Learning will be set in a range of formats: Self-assessment, on-line via mathswatch.co.uk and
other websites, through homework books, practice exercises, extending work done in lessons and research
around topics within the units of enquiry. Often pre-learning will be a requirement before topics are
undertaken.
Exam Board: Edexcel/Pearson -1MA GCSE
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Combined Science
Pupils will start the GCSE course at the beginning of the year. Throughout the year, classes will rotate
through a series of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics topics. Each topic will focus on developing the
knowledge and skills required to meet the three assessment objectives mentioned above. The topics are
not equal in length, but the rotation of topics has been split into two halves.
Year 9- Pupils will cover the following topics over the year
Biology






Cell structure and transportCell division
Organisation and the digestive
system.
Organisation in animals and plants
Communicable diseases

Chemistry





Atomic structure
The periodic table
Structure and bonding
Chemical changes

Physics




Conservation and dissipation of
energy
Energy transfer by heating
Energy resources

Year 10- Pupils will cover the following topics from the beginning of the year to Easter.
Biology
Chemistry
Physics







Communicable diseases
Preventing and treating disease
Non-communicable diseases
Photosynthesis
Respiration
The human nervous system





Chemical calculations
Electrolysis
Energy changes in reactions








Electric circuits
Electricity in the home
Molecules and matter
Radioactivity
Forces in balance
Motion

After Easter, Year 10 pupils will either follow the Combined Science course (double) or the separate
Sciences (triple). All pupils will still cover topics in Biology, Chemistry, & Physics on a rotational basis,
however separate Science pupils will accelerate through the curriculum to cover the extra content required.

Combined Science Trilogy
Biology
 Hormonal combination
 Reproduction
 Variation and evolution
Chemistry
 Rates and equilibrium
 Crude oil and fuels
Physics
 Force and motion
 Wave properties
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Separate Sciences
Biology
 Hormonal coordination
 Homeostasis in action
 Reproduction
 Variation and evolution
 Genetics and evolution
Chemistry
 Rates and equilibrium
 Crude oil and fuels
 Organic Reactions
Physics
 Force and motion
 Force and pressure
 Wave properties
 Electromagnetic waves

Year 11- All pupils currently cover the same curriculum in the Autumn term.
Biology







Chemistry







Reproduction & Inheritance
Variation, natural selection and evolution
Classification
Organisms in their environment
Competition
Pollution

Calculating yields
Strong and weak acids
Bond energies
Rates of reaction
Hydrocarbons
Separation techniques

Physics





Magnetic fields &
electromagnetism
Hooke’s law
Newton’s laws of
motion
Radioactivity

During the Spring and Summer term, pupils will either continue studying for the separate Sciences or begin
consolidating prior learning in preparation for the Combined Science trilogy course.
Pupils who continue with the separate Sciences route will study the following topics in the Spring term.
Biology










Monoclonal antibodies
The eye & brain
Thermoregulation
The kidneys and water regulation
DNA structure and protein synthesis
Cloning
Theories of evolution & speciation
Decomposition
Trophic levels & food security

Chemistry












Physics

Atom economy
Titrations
Gas volumes
Cells and fuel cells
Reactions of alkenes
Alcohols & carboxylic acids
Polymerisation
Natural polymers
Testing for ions
Instrumental analysis
The Haber process and fertilisers







Moments, levers, &
gears
Pressure
Changes in momentum
Properties of waves &
sound
The solar

Home Learning:
1 or 2 pieces per week, lasting between 45 minutes to 1 hour in total.

Assessment:
Throughout years 9-11 pupils will be assessed through a mixture of end of topic tests and in class
assessments. In Year 10, pupils will undertake an internal exam in the Spring term in Biology, Chemistry, &
Physics. In Year 11, pupils will undertake internal exams in Biology, Chemistry, & Physics, in both the
Autumn term and Spring term, before undertaking their final exams in the Summer term. Irrespective of
whether they study the combined Science trilogy or separate Sciences routes, they will sit six exams; two
exams each in Biology, Chemistry, & Physics. Combined Science trilogy exams have a duration of 1 hour 15
minutes each, and the separate Science exams each last 1 hour and 45 minutes.
Exam Board: AQA
 Combined Science trilogy 8464
 Biology 8461
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Chemistry 8462
Physics 8463

Computing
Why study Computing?
Computer Science has real relevance in our modern world. The course will give an in-depth understanding
of how computer technology works and a look at what goes on “behind the scenes”. The course provides
excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the field of Computer Science. The increasing
importance of information technologies means there is a growing demand for professionals who are
qualified in this area.

What will pupils learn in Computing?
In Year 9 pupils will be developing programs and coding solutions
written in the Python language, for which pupils will need to think
logically and have a good problem-solving attitude. The topics
covered in Year 10 and 11 include:
Hardware and Software
Computational Logic & Problem Solving
Software Development Process
Computer Networks and Cyber Security
Programming in Python
Data Representation

Assessment:
A 90 min written exam set in practically based scenarios to do with computational thinking, problem
solving and applied computing and applying theoretical knowledge - 50%
A 90 min written exam covering the theoretical units - 50%
A programming project where pupils will be expected to follow a systematic approach to problem
solving to develop a computer program and write a report outlining the development, testing and
evaluation. This project is not assessed but must be completed in order to gain the GCSE qualification.

Course Skills:
Pupils learn theory across all the sections of the Computer Science specification and learn how data is
represented within a computer, how to convert between denary, binary and hexadecimal, computer
hardware and network topologies. Pupils develop problem solving and decomposition skills and learn how
solutions can be represented as algorithms and flowcharts as well as code. Pupils learn how to solve
problems by creating python programs using a range of structures and techniques.

Assessment:
The different programming skills are assessed through the completion of working code as well as
designated large coding challenges, designed to allow pupils to stretch their own capabilities and deliver
work high quality solutions to problems.

Home Learning:
Pupils are expected to work on the computer programs they start in class time taken from the smaller
coding challenges. Pupils who excel at programming are encouraged to work on their own personal
projects that incorporate a skillset that goes beyond the GCSE requirements. Exam Board: AQA - 8520
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Citizenship, Personal and Social Health, Economic and
Environmental Education (CPSHEE)
Year 9 course content:
1. Parliament - Pupils are introduced to the parliament and democracy of the United Kingdom builds
upon Year 7.
2. E Safety - Pupils look at different aspects of E Safety and think about how they should behave
online.
3. Current Health issues in society - Pupils will discuss issues such as mental health, eating disorders,
stress and anxiety, peer pressure and sexual relationships.
4. Crime and the Legal System - Pupils will look at Law in the United Kingdom, the differences
between civil and criminal law and consider whether we should have a death penalty for murder.
5. Careers - Pupils will look at careers and discuss the future.
6. Money Management - Pupils will look at how to manage money.
7. Human Rights - Pupils discuss Human rights and freedoms in the United Kingdom.

Year 10 course content:
1. Careers and Finance - Pupils complete mock interview paperwork in preparation for their careers
interviews in January.
2. Health and Relationships - Pupils will discuss issues around parenting, teenage pregnancy, the cost
of being a parent and will examine STI’s, HIV and different types of contraception as well as drugs
and alcohol.
3. Philosophical and Ethical issues. - Pupils complete two RE based units one on sport and ethics and
one on religion and multiculturalism.
Tutor time: The lesson a week is supplemented by a tutor time programme where topics included are E
Safety, Careers, Drugs and alcohol and mindfulness and mental health.

Year 11 course content:
1. Careers and what next for me- Pupils complete college interview preparation and think about what
is next for them in terms of A levels, apprenticeships, university.
2. Economics and Finance - Pupils will discuss issues around how to manage their money and opening
bank accounts.
3. College and University - Pupils look at how to complete UCAS forms, whether university is a good
idea and other career options.
4. Managing stress and exam anxiety - Pupils look at how to manage stress and exam related anxiety
and this is done by looking at different strategies.
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Food and Nutrition
Food Preparation & Nutrition provides an opportunity for pupils to prepare a wide variety of
different dishes. We will investigate the functions of different ingredients as well as understand the foods
that contribute to a healthy diet.

Course Skills:







Designing and making high quality products using a wide range of skills in the safe and hygienic
preparation of food.
Learning about the science behind food and the way the physical and chemical properties of
ingredients are essential to creating successful dishes.
Developing organisational skills, including the management of time.
Reading, understanding and following recipes, selecting suitable ingredients.
Sensory analysis of own products as well as existing ones
Using and understanding technical vocabulary and applying it in context.

Course content:
The course in food preparation and nutrition provides
an opportunity for pupils to prepare a wide variety of
different dishes from both the United Kingdom and
abroad. We will investigate the functions of different
ingredients as well as understand the foods that
contribute a to a healthy diet. Practical investigations
and sensory analysis will also be carried out.

Topic 1 - How do we ensure that our diet is a
healthy one?
Topic 2 - How are we influenced by food from other countries?
Topic 3 - Where does our food come from and how can we make the most of our seasonal
produce?

Assessment:




The course contains an assessment during the teaching of each topic.
The opportunity to complete a practice written non-exam assessment task.
The opportunity to complete exam style questions

Home Learning:
Pupils are expected to spend at least one hour per week on Home Learning tasks. This can include
researching, preparing ingredients, revising, writing up notes, carrying out sensory analysis or completing
tasks started in lessons. We also encourage pupils to actively cook and experiment with the preparation of
food as much as possible.
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Exam Board: AQA – 8585
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Design & Technology
Design & Technology covers core technical and designing and
making principles, including a broad range of design processes,
techniques and equipment.

Course skills:






Developing knowledge and understanding of materials and
processes to be able to make high quality products
Developing drawing, modelling and CAD skills to communicate
ideas
Product analysis
Using Iterative design strategies to create prototypes
Developing knowledge of a wide range of materials including textiles

Course content:


Materials and their properties
o Paper and board
o Timber
o Metals
o Polymers
o Textiles
o New and SMART materials
Material selection
Tools equipment and processes used with the above
materials
o Cutting
o Shaping
o Finishing













Use of CAD/CAM
Approaches to designing
The work of other designers
Ecological, Environmental and Social issues
Designing products:
o Research and investigation
o Exploring and developing ideas
o Prototype development
Energy and mechanisms
New and emerging technologies

Making skills are developed through ‘design and make’ projects including the use of CAD-CAM processes
and the development of product packaging.

Assessments:





The course contains assessment during each topic
Practical and design skills will be assessed in a similar format to the GCSE non-exam assessment task
The opportunity to complete exam style questions
The final GCSE assessment: 2 hour written exam – 50% of GCSE and Non-exam assessment; 35-hour
iterative design and make task 50% of GCSE.

Home Learning:
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Set in a range of formats: Including research tasks, completing class work and preparatory work for
subsequent lessons that may include the use of GCSE Pod. Pupils are expected to complete at least one
hour of Home Learning per week.
Exam Board: AQA - 8552
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Drama
Drama engages and encourages pupils to become confident performers and
designers with the skills their need for a bright and successful future. As much
opportunity as possible to do what they like best – participate in performance.
Pupils will devise drama and explore play texts practically.
In Learning to Perform Drama pupils will learn how to commit dialogue to memory
for devised performances and/or learn text for text-based performances. They will also develop the ability
to interpret and/or create and perform a character as appropriate to the develop an appropriate
performer/audience relationship and ensure sustained engagement

Component 1: Understanding Drama 40 % of GCSE.





Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre.
Study of one set play from a choice of six (selected by the Drama department). Current
Year 10 will be looking at ‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy Russell.
Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers.

Assessment:
Written exam is 1 hour and 45 minutes; open book: 80 marks. Section A: multiple choice (4 marks). Section
B: four questions on a given extract from the set play chosen (44 marks). Section C: one question (from a
choice) on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production (32 marks)
Component 2: Devising Drama (practical) 40% of GCSE




Process of creating devised drama.
Performance of devised drama
Analysis and evaluation of own work.

Assessment:
Devising log (60 marks); Devised performance (20 marks); 80 marks in total; This component is marked by
teachers and moderated by AQA.
Component 3: Texts in Practice (practical) 20 % of GCSE


Performance of two extracts from one play. Free choice of play but it must contrast with
the set play chosen for Component 1.

Assessment:
Performance of Extract 1 (20 marks) and Extract 2 (20 marks) 40 marks in total.
Exam Board: AQA - 8261
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Fine Art
Fine Art is a vibrant and dynamic subject that offers pupils the freedom to learn in ways that inspire and
bring out the best in their skills and knowledge.

Course skills:







Pupils will be expected to demonstrate skills and
techniques in the context of their chosen area(s) of
learning within Fine Art
making appropriate use of colour, line, tone, texture,
shape and form
using different approaches to recording images, such
as, observation, analysis, expression and imagination
showing in their work an understanding of the
conventions of representational and abstract/ nonrepresentational imagery and genres
investigating different ways of working, as
appropriate to their chosen area(s) of learning within
Fine Art
providing evidence of an understanding of spatial qualities, composition, rhythm, scale and structure

Knowledge and Understanding:
Pupils will gain knowledge and understanding of:






how ideas, feelings and meanings are conveyed in images, artefacts and products in their chosen area(s)
of learning within Fine Art
a range of art, craft and design processes in two and/or three-dimensions, traditional, new media and
technologies
how images, artefacts and products relate to their social, historical, vocational and cultural contexts
a variety of approaches, methods and intentions of contemporary and historical artists, craftspeople
and designers from different cultures and their contribution to continuity and change in society in their
chosen areas(s) of learning within Fine Art
a working vocabulary and knowledge of specialist terms relevant to their chosen area(s) of learning
within Fine Art.

Course content:
During the course of Year 9 pupils will be required to work in the following two areas; building the
foundation skills that are required for the full GCSE course and the course at Year 9 is skills based to
prepare pupils for the full course at GCSE.



Painting and drawing
Printmaking: relief, mono, lino and poly board

Home Learning:
Pupils will be set 1 hour of Home Learning per week.
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Exam Board: AQA – 8202

Geography
Geography gives pupils the opportunity to learn about
both natural and social sciences. We will consider how
geography impacts everyday life, the key opportunities and
challenges facing the world.

Year 9 course content:
Autumn term



Fieldwork skills, which will include a local fieldwork study within Winchester.
Population change and management, which will focus on how populations are changing worldwide,
the issues which arise as a result and how it can be managed.

Spring term



Rivers in the UK- Features, processes and management of fluvial areas.
Issues evaluation- Assessing and evaluating a key geographical issue.

Summer term


Ecosystems- Including a study of tropical rainforests and cold environments.

Year 10 and 11 course content:
Pupils will cover the following topics within the GCSE course:
Paper 1- Living with the Physical
Environment
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards
Section B: The living world
Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK

Paper 2- Challenges in the human environment
Section A: Urban challenges
Section B: The changing economic world
Section C: The challenge of resource management

Paper 3- Geographical applications
Section A: Issue evaluation
Section B: Fieldwork and geographical enquiry

During Field Work pupils will have an opportunity to do a local fieldwork study in Years 9 and 10. Pupils
have also had the opportunity for fieldwork abroad, in locations such as Iceland.

Assessment:




The course contains an assessment during the teaching of each key concept and skill.
The opportunity to complete a practice written controlled assessment during the year.
The opportunity to complete elements of the full GCSE.

Home Learning:
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Home Learning will be set on a weekly basis and will include a mix of practice questions, research-based
activities and revision
Exam Board: AQA - 8035

History
History will help pupils understand past events and people. We believe that as a society there is
importance of not just learning history, but learning from history.

Year 9 course content:
The attributes and skills needed to take History GCSE will be refined in the Autumn term and start the GCSE
course after Easter.
Autumn term:
Spring Term:
Summer Term:

The First World War: This is a study of the main causes and events of the First
World War from 1890-1918.
Conflict and Tension: The Interwar Years 1918-39 a Wider World depth study.
Britain: Health and the People: A thematic study of medicine from c1000-2000

Year 10 course content:
Pupils will continue with their GCSE course.
Autumn term:
Spring Term:
Summer Term:

Britain: Health and the People and Restoration England, 1660-1685.
Restoration England, 1660-1685, a British Depth Study.
Restoration England, 1660-1685 and Germany 1890-1945, a Period study

Year 11 course content:
Pupils will complete their GCSE course.
Autumn term:
Spring Term and Summer Term:

Germany 1890-1945, a Period study.
Revision.

Fieldwork:
Pupils have the opportunity to go on residential fieldwork to Ypres, Belgium , visiting First World War
graveyards, the Menin Gate, a trench system and several museums.

Assessment:
Over the syllabus there will be regular assessments to test acquired skills. Ten minutes knowledge tests
and GCSE style practice questions. The History GCSE has five components which are examined in two exams
at the end of Year 11. Both exams are worth 50% of the course mark.
Assessment 1:
Period study: Germany 1890-1945
Understanding the modern world
Wider World Depth Study: Conflict and Tension 1918-39
Assessment 2:
Period study: Germany 1890-1945
Shaping the nation
Wider World Depth Study: Conflict and Tension 1918-39
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Home Learning: Throughout the year pupils will be set regular Home Learning to reinforce the
learning in the class room.
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Exam Board: AQA - 8202

Latin
Latin (within the English curriculum) provides a foundation in linguistic and cultural competence, enabling
pupils to gain knowledge and understanding of the Roman world through reading and responding to its
language and literature.

What and how will I learn?
In Year 9 pupils will meet a new family in Roman Britain in 83AD and hear about life in further parts of the
empire. Pupils to develop language skills and build up knowledge of Roman life using the Cambridge Latin
Course, both online and from textbooks.
Reading dialogues in Latin and impromptu role plays are as vital a part of the course as learning grammar
and vocabulary. The 35 short lists of Latin to English vocabulary will be learnt mainly in class by re-writing
and overlearning the words.

How will this be assessed in GCSE?
The GCSE examination in Year 11 will consist of 1 Language paper (50%), 1 Literature paper (30%) and 1
Roman Civilisation paper (20%).

Please note: The option to take Latin in Years 10 and 11 will be dependent on pupil numbers therefore, it is
offered as an extension and deepening of the English curriculum in Year 9 so that pupils are able to choose
other GCSE subjects should it not be possible to offer at GCSE level.

Exam Board: (Eduqas) – C990PB
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Media Studies
Media plays a key role in modern society: each time we watch
television, read a newspaper or access the internet, we are exposed to
the power of the Media. We are also affected by Media that we do
not necessarily choose to use. This is why this dynamic and exciting
subject provides pupils with an excellent tool to navigate and analyse
the world we live in. In addition to this, the core skills of analysis work
to build on and support the work pupils undertake in English.

Course Skills:









How to deconstruct Media texts;
How to use specialist terminology fluently and effectively;
How to apply theory to Media texts;
How to explore how cultural ideas are built and reinforced;
How Media texts are influenced by the context in which they are produced;
How to explore the impact of Media on public opinion and behaviour;
How to explore the concept of representation;
How to create a successful practical production.

Course Content in Year 9
Pupils learn about the theoretical frameworks (Media language, representation, Media industries and
audiences) and discover how to apply them to Media texts. In addition, they learn practical skills such as
how to use Photoshop and how to produce a Media product for a set brief.

Course Content in Year 10-11
Pupils are required to explore Media language, representation, Media industries and audiences. They apply
these theoretical frameworks to set texts from the exam board as well as unseen Media products. In
addition, pupils develop practical skills and produce a practical production using editing software and
original images.

Assessment:
The Media GCSE consists of two exams collectively worth 70% and a Practical Production, completed within
school, worth 30%.

Home Learning:
Pupils are expected to complete Home Learning every week. Usually, this will take one hour. Home
Learning will be set as a variety of tasks including finding and analysing examples of Media texts,
researching texts, contexts and/or theories and preparing for practical work. Exam Board: Eduqas C680QS
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Music
Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and expression in a way that no other subject can. Our
course offers pupils the chance to study a wide range of musical genres, with more opportunities for
practical learning.

Course content (skills):






Pupils study the three key areas: musical analysis; performance both solo and ensemble; arranging and
composing.
Pupils will study a variety of musical genres from Jazz, dance music, film music and a selection of world
music. Through this work pupils will develop skills of music analysis using musical language and a basic
knowledge of music theory.
The course includes regular opportunities to perform on their main study (instrument or voice) as well
trying new instruments and developing existing keyboard and percussion skills from KS3.
Composition tasks will be completed both individually and in groups. Pupils will spend time developing
the use of a variety of compositional devices to develop musical
ideas to fit both a genre and a musical structure.

Course content (genres):






Jazz
Song writing (Pop)
Reggae
Dance music
My instrument

Assessment:




The course contains an assessment at the end of each term (or genre
studied). This will include assessed performances (both ensemble and
solo), assessed compositions (live performance or realised using music technology) and analysis questions.
There will also be an individual composition in the summer term based on a set brief and a performance on
their main study. This mirrors the GCSE composing and performance-controlled assessment requirements.

Home Learning:
This is set weekly and ranges from research style activities, written tasks, composing preparation, practice
both individual and as an ensemble that consolidates and extends learning in the classroom.
Pupils in addition to this home learning are expected to participate in an ensemble weekly either in or out
of school. Weekly practice as part of their instrument lessons is also an expectation and will continue
through the GCSE course in Years 10 and 11 if chosen.
Exam Board: OCR – J536B
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Languages
Overview of the Course:
The learning of a foreign language encourages respect for other people; it fosters an understanding of the
interrelation of language and human nature. Studying any modern foreign language will broaden
their minds and give pupils a better insight into the world around us. It will encourage empathy as an
individual. It demonstrates openness to society and an ability to communicate with others on all levels. The
learning of a foreign language study leads to an appreciation of cultural diversity. Pupils will continue to
study the language they learnt at Key Stage 3. Some pupils will choose to continue with a second language.
German will also be offered as a GCSE starting in Year 9 (dependant on pupil numbers).

Course Content and Skills:
The course develops the skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing all the target languages.

Year 9





Holidays and preferences
School life, rules and trips
Technology, reading and family
relationships
Free time, TV and film, entertainment

Year 10 and 11




Identity and culture
Local, national, international and global areas
of interest
Current and future study and employment

Pupils will also be exposed to cultural texts, reviews etc. as well as opportunities to write their own creative
work.

Assessment:
A written exam which will include two short essays (90 & 150 words) and a translation from English to the
target language – 25%. A reading paper with texts in the target language and the questions to be answered
in English in the first section and the target language in the second. A translation from the target language
to English – 25%. A listening exam with answers in English and the target language – 25%. An oral exam to
include the description of a photo, a roles play and a general conversation – 25%

Home Learning:
Online resources Memrise and quizlet are often used to support the learning of vocabulary. Pupils are
asked to learn vocabulary in readiness for lessons the following week. It is helpful to taken the “little and
often” approach to learning vocabulary; therefore five – ten minutes each day provides optimum learning.
Pupils will also be asked to improve written work based on feedback given by the teacher.
Exam Board: AQA – 8658,8668,8698
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Photography
Photography will enable pupils to consider how ideas, feelings and meanings are conveyed and
interpreted in images. Pupils will develop a knowledge and understanding of photography and cameras.

Course skills:
Pupils will be expected to demonstrate skills and techniques in the context of their chosen area(s) of
learning within Photography:
 the ability to explore formal elements of visual language; line, form, colour, tone, pattern, texture, in
the context of lens-based and light-based media.
 investigating different ways of working as appropriate to their chosen area (s) of learning
 responding to an issue, theme, concept or idea, or working to a design brief
 showing in their work the use of viewpoint, composition, focus control, depth of field, movement and
narrative
 using appropriate techniques, technologies and equipment for recording images and lighting subjects
within their chosen area
 showing an understanding of the developing, printing, manipulation and production qualities of still
and moving images where appropriate
 understanding the value of working individually and as a member of a team within their chosen area

Knowledge and Understanding:
Pupils will gain knowledge and understanding of:






how ideas, feelings and meanings are conveyed and interpreted in images, artefacts and products in
their chosen area(s) of learning in Photography: lens-based and light-based media
historical and contemporary developments and different styles and genres in relation to Photography:
lens-based and light-based media
how images, artefacts and products relate to social, historical, vocational and cultural contexts
a variety of approaches, methods and intentions of contemporary and historical artists, craftspeople
and designers from different cultures and their contribution to continuity and change in society within
their chosen area(s) of learning in Photography: lens-based and light-based media
a working vocabulary and knowledge of specialist terms relevant to their chosen area(s) of learning
within Photography: lens-based and light-based media.

Course content:
During the course of Year 9 pupils will be required to work in the following areas; build the foundation skills
that are required for the full GCSE course and the course at Year 9 is skills based to prepare pupils for the
full course at GCSE.






Still Life photography, (working from natural or manufactured objects).
Documentary photography, photo journalism, narrative photography, reportage
Fine Art photography, photographic installation
Photography involving a moving image, (television, film and animation).
New media practice such as computer manipulated photography and photographic projections.

Home Learning: Pupils will be set 1 hour of Home Learning per week.
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Exam Board: AQA - 8206

Physical Education
Overview of the Course:
Physical Education is a mixture of practical (40%) and theory work (60%). Pupils will learn how the
body works, the socio-cultural influences on sport, and further develop their physical competence in a
range of competitive sports. There is a need for individuals to play and understand 3 sports at a
reasonable level. This includes one solo sport and one team sport. Pupils should really be at a
competitive level in sports, either inside and outside of school, if they choose GCSE PE.

To be able to achieve a high grade at GCSE PE pupils should:





Be competent in more than one sport
Regularly participate in competitive sport clubs outside of school
Regularly attend extra-curricular sports clubs within school
Always have brought PE kit to lessons.

The three areas of the curriculum are as follows:




Understand how the body works and how it impacts on health, fitness and performance in physical
activity and sport
Understand Socio-cultural influences on sport and physical well-being
Develop practical performance in physical activity and sport

Course content:
Theory Content: (60%)
Throughout the three years, pupils will cover the following units:








Applied anatomy and physiology
Movement analysis
Physical training
Use of data
Sports Psychology
Socio-Cultural factors
Health, Fitness and well-being

Assessment is through two 1 ¼ hr exams, sat in Year 11. Paper 1: Applied anatomy and physiology.
Paper 2: Socio-Cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport.
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Practical Content: (40%)
The practical requirement of GCSE PE is based upon competence in competitive sports. It will focus on
physical training, developing knowledge and understanding the principles of training and different training
methods in order to carry out, monitor and evaluate personal exercise programmes. Pupils will also carry
out some development of practical sports, working on increasing their skills and techniques in progressive
drills, and also their ability to put them into game or performance situations on activities from the list of
team and individual sports on the syllabus.
Assessment in the practical element is ongoing. Pupils are assessed at their competence in a number of
competitive sports (which can be sports that are done out of school – Speak to the PE department about
the list of current sports on the syllabus). Their final grade takes their highest 3 grades; 1 must be a team
sport, 1 must be an individual sport, and the final one can be team or individual, and their analysis of
performance in one of those sports. For each activity covered, pupils will be marked out of 25 on practical
competence (as a guide, a district level player in a sport would be attaining 25). Pupils will be expected to
participate in every practical lesson, and improve individual skills and tactics for that sport. The sports
covered within curriculum time will reflect their needs and strengths of the class.

Home Learning:
Weekly Home Learning will be set in a range of formats: research, finishing off work done in lessons,
practising the skills learned in lessons. Pupils are also expected to participate in extra-curricular sports
activities to develop their practical skills.

Exam Board: AQA – 8582
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Religious Enquiry
Religious Education course involves the learning about two major world religions, Christianity and
Islam and looks at their beliefs and practices, their customs and traditions, their festivals and holy days. We
also learn different ethical perspectives.

Year 9
Course skills:
Topic 1- How do Human Rights affect us in the 21st century? - Pupils will discuss what Human rights are
and look at current Human Rights based issues.
Topic 2 - Religion and Genocide - Pupils will learn about the Holocaust in depth and they will also look at
other genocides around the world and assess their impact.
Topic 3- Is Euthanasia the ultimate act of Agape? - Pupils will consider the concept of agape and
unconditional love and they will apply this to medical ethics-based issues. Pupils will be evaluating the
concept of agape and the sanctity of human life and considering whether all human life is special and
sacred and will be analysing the impact on individuals and society as a whole.
Topic 4 – Who is God? - Pupils will be discussing whether God exists and evaluating different theories for
and against God’s existence. Understand and use accurately and appropriately a range of specialist
vocabulary. Use reasoned argument supported by a range of evidence to respond to religious beliefs, moral
issues and ultimate questions, recognising the complexity of issues.

Years 10 and 11
Course skills:
 Formal essay writing skills/ exam practice
 Writing to describe / explain
 Skills of analysis, interpretation and evaluation.
 Ability to interpret different ethics and beliefs.

Course content:
We follow the AQA syllabus for GCSE Religious Enquiry. The course involves the learning about two major
world religions, Christianity and Islam and looks at their beliefs and practices, their customs and traditions,
their festivals and holy days. We also learn different ethical perspectives:


A study of Islam to include holy books, Muhammad, the Sects, festivals, the 5 pillars, worship, different
beliefs.
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A study of Christianity to include worship, the nature of God, creation, the crucifixion, life after death,
worship, pilgrimage, festivals, world poverty.
Families and Relationships- Sexuality, marriage, contraception, divorce, gender equality, the nature of
families.
Religion, Peace and Conflict- terrorism, reasons for war, conflict, nuclear war. Holy war, just war.
Crime and Punishment- reasons for crime, causes of crime, law breakers, the death penalty,
forgiveness.
Religion and Life issues- The origins of the universe, abortion, euthanasia, animals, death and the
afterlife.

Assessment:
Paper 1: 1 Christianity and Islam
Paper 2: 1 Ethical Themes and perspectives

Home Learning:
Weekly Home Learning will be set in a range of formats: PEA paragraph practice, content learning, and
reading around the topic, key word learning, and exam practice.
Exam Board: AQA - 8062
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Sculpture
Sculpture - pupils will gain knowledge and understanding of how ideas, feelings and meanings are
conveyed in images, artefacts and products in their chosen area(s) of learning.

Course skills:
Pupils will be expected to demonstrate skills and techniques in the context of their chosen area(s) of study
within
 making appropriate use of colour, line, tone, texture, shape and form
 using different approaches to recording images, such as, observation, analysis, expression and
imagination
 showing in their work an understanding of the conventions of representational and abstract/ nonrepresentational imagery and genres
 investigating different ways of working, as appropriate to their chosen area(s) of learning within Fine
Art
 providing evidence of an understanding of spatial qualities, composition, rhythm, scale and structure

Knowledge and Understanding:
Pupils will gain knowledge and understanding of:





how ideas, feelings and meanings are conveyed in images, artefacts and products in their chosen area(s)
of learning within Fine Art
a range of art, craft and design processes in two and/or three-dimensions and traditional and new
media and technologies
how images, artefacts and products relate to their social, historical, vocational and cultural contexts
a variety of approaches, methods and intentions of contemporary and historical artists, craftspeople
and designers from different cultures and their contribution to continuity and change in society in their
chosen areas(s) of learning within Fine Art
a working vocabulary and knowledge of specialist terms relevant to their chosen area(s) of learning
within Fine Art.

Course content:
During the course of Year 9 pupils will be required to work in the following two areas: building the
foundation skills that are required for the full GCSE course and the course is skills based to prepare pupils
for the full course at GCSE.





Ceramics; pinch, coil and slab techniques
Wire/Willow sculpture
Card board sculpture
Mixed media/assemblage

Home Learning:
Pupils will be set 1 hour of Home Learning per week.
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Exam Board: AQA - 8205

