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Plans for a new 
£1.5m village 
hall submitted 
to the council
Suffolk based architects and 
technologists Plaice Design Co 
Ltd have submitted a planning 
application for a new village hall 
and archive centre in Wickham 
Market.

The £1.5million proposal has been 
designed in close collaboration 
with the Wickham Market Village 
Hall new build group.

 Since 2015, the group has 
promoted the idea of  a 
replacement village hall and 
archive centre for the community.

The aim is to provide modern 
and more flexible accommodation 
to replace the current out-dated 
facilities which are expensive to 
maintain and run.

Following public consultation 
earlier in the year, comments 
received steered the final design 
proposals.

 The complex will now include 

a main hall with performance 
stage, a multi-purpose room, a 
second small hall, new kitchen 
and bar areas, office and toilets. 

At first floor level the 
accommodation will house the 
Wickham Market Area Archive 
Centre, accessed by stairs and a 
lift.

A spokesman for the Village 
Hall New Build Group said: “We 
want to provide a ‘hall for all’ to 
attract as many different users as 
possible. The current hall is not 
up to modern standards and the 
deteriorating environment is 
increasingly unattractive to users 
and hirers of  the hall. There is 
demand for additional regular 
activities, and we are trying to 

improve the facilities to provide 
the community with the space to 
do this. 

 “Currently the Archive  
Centre is based across three 
portable cabins which is not 
suitable.”

Around £60,000 of  Section 106 
funding is currently available for 
the project, which is being 
supported by local fundraising 

efforts. If  the plans are approved, 
National Lottery funding will be 
sought to cover the shortfall in 
funding. The scheme is expected 
to cost from £1.5m to £1.6m. 

Nick Loomes, a director of  
Plaice Designs said: “It has been 
a very engaging and rewarding 
process to work with the 
Wickham Market Village Hall 
New Build Group in the design of  

this important new community 
building. Participating in the 
public consultation event was 
equally rewarding - the many 
discussions with different 
interest groups and local 
residents showed that the 
community were both engaged 
and passionate about the  
future and vitality of  their 
village hall.” 
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Plans have been submitted to Suffolk Coastal District Council  for planning permission for a new £1.5m plus village hall and archive 
centre for Wickham Market. This is a CGI version of how the new centre could look Picture: PLAICE DESIGN


