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 RE: SSC’s Sacramento Weekly Update

 

 

Budget Conference Committee 

The Budget Conference Committee continued its hearings this week as they 

work to reconcile the differences between the Assembly and Senate versions of 

the State Budget. No actions have been taken yet on any of the K-12 education 

items under consideration, but the committee is expected to complete its work 

at the end of this week or early next week. The Legislature is required by law 

to pass the State Budget bill no later than June 15. We will continue to monitor 

the committee and keep you apprised of any actions that they take as they craft 

the 2019-20 State Budget package.  

Legislative Update 

With last week’s house-of-origin deadline behind the Legislature, they began 

second house policy committee hearings this week with the Senate Education 

Committee, chaired by Senator Connie Leyva (D-Chino), taking action on  

30 measures. Some of the significant bills that they approved include the 

following:  

 Assembly Bill (AB) 272 (Muratsuchi, D-Torrance), which would explicitly 

authorize the governing body of a school district, county office of education, 

or charter school to adopt a policy to limit or prohibit the student use of 

smartphones while they are at a school site, but would also specify 

circumstances in which a student could use or possess a smartphone 

 AB 1127 (Rivas, D-Arleta), which would require a school district to 

approve an intradistrict transfer request for a victim of an act of bullying, 

and requires a school district of proposed enrollment that elects to accept an 

interdistrict transfer to accept all students who apply until the school district 

is at maximum capacity 

 AB 1240 (Weber, D-San Diego), which would revise the definition of the 

pupil achievement state priority for purposes of school district and charter 

school Local Control and Accountability Plans to include the percentage  
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of pupils who have successfully completed courses that: (1) satisfy the requirements for entrance to the 

University of California and the California State University, (2) satisfy the requirements of career 

technical education sequences, and (3) satisfy the requirements of both (1) and (2) 

 AB 1322 (Berman, D-Palo Alto), which would require the California Department of Education to 

establish an Office of School-Based Health Programs for the purpose of improving the operation of, and 

participation in, school-based health programs, including the Medi-Cal Administrative Activities 

claiming process and the Local Educational Agency Medi-Cal billing option program  

Special Election Results 

On Tuesday, California State Senate District 1 and Senate District 33 held Special General Elections to fill 

two vacancies in the state’s upper house. Additionally, Los Angeles voters resoundingly defeated a parcel 

tax that would have raised approximately $500 million annually for the Los Angeles Unified School District 

(LAUSD).  

Senate District 1 and Senate District 33 Special General Elections 

In the 1st Senate District, Assembly Member Brian Dahle (R-Bieber) defeated fellow Republican Assembly 

Member Kevin Kiley (R-Rocklin) 53.1% to 46.9%, with 100% of the precincts partially reporting. Kiley 

conceded the race after 11:00 p.m., saying that the remaining votes were not enough to catch Dahle. With 

Dahle’s win, another special election will be required in the fall to fill the 1st Assembly District vacancy.  

In the 33rd Senate District, Democrat Lena Gonzalez decisively defeated Republican Jack Guerrero 69% to 

31%, with 100% of the precincts partially reporting. The margin of victory for Gonzalez is not surprising 

considering registered Democrats outnumber Republicans 4-1 in the district.  

Democrats continue to hold comfortable supermajority statuses in both houses. Once the election results are 

certified and the new members are sworn in, the Senate will consist of 29 Democrats and 11 Republicans, 

while the Assembly will have 61 Democrats and 18 Republicans. 

Los Angeles Parcel Tax  

The efforts to implement the first parcel tax (Measure EE) in LAUSD’s history was easily defeated last night. 

Parcel taxes require a supermajority (two-thirds) vote from constituents and Measure EE received less than 

46% of the vote (45.68%).  

The measure would have levied a $0.16 per square foot parcel tax, which would have raised approximately 

$500 million annually for LAUSD to fund educational improvements, instruction, and programs.  

The agreement reached by LAUSD and the United Teachers Los Angeles (UTLA) earlier this year, which 

ended a seven-day strike for the state’s largest district, included a 6% raise for teachers. In a letter addressed 

to the LAUSD Board President, the Los Angeles County Office of Education expressed concerns that 

LAUSD would not be able to afford the commitments made in the contract.  

However, both LAUSD and UTLA were confident that Measure EE would provide the necessary funds for 

the commitments made in the contract. They were hopeful that the measure would pass after results from a 

LAUSD-commissioned survey showed that more than two-thirds of respondents said they would support a 

parcel tax. However, the survey was taken before the strong opposition campaign of the business and real 

estate community, including the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce.  

https://www.the74million.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/LACOE_LAUSD_012919.pdf
https://boe.lausd.net/sites/default/files/02-26-19COWFM3LAUSDParcelTaxPollingOverview.pdf
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Despite the defeat, there is chance that LAUSD will come back with another parcel tax plan for the 2020 

election, which would yield greater turnout due to the presidential campaign.  

 

Leilani Aguinaldo 
Robert Miyashiro 


