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MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive support 
to our clients.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2017. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice and the creators 
assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though links you will find in it. Further-
more, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relationship. It is intended only as an introduction to 
ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it be considered to cover every area of concern or regarded as 
an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied material.

You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content. 

Maritime

• Counter piracy 

• ISPS services

• Training

• Dispute Resolution - Arundel Resolution 

Risk Consulting

• Due Diligence

• Risk management

• Crisis management

• EOD Services

• Training

Technical Yacht Security 

• Cyber Assurance Services

• System Design, Installation and Maintenance

• Bespoke Access & Oversight Capabilities

• Vessel Wide Risk System Integration

• Project Survey and Audits

• Technical Consultancy

• Cyber Risk Consultancy

• TSCM Sweeping Services

• Comms Vulnerability Assessments 

Physical and Asset Protection 

• Close Protection

• Residential Security

• Security Chauffeurs

• Events and Clubs

• Training

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.arundelresolution.com/
http://mast-security.com/en/services/cyber-assurance-services/
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MAST UK
+44 (0)1279 216 726 
operations@mast-security.com 

MAST Singapore
+65 8302 7561
ben.stewart@mast-security.com

24/7 Emergency Telephone:
+44(0) 117 916 6012

The Maritime Intelligence Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could 
affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil con-
flict are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, pi-
racy and other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first
hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products 
and services, including; political and economic risk 
analysis, detailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel 
passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk 
management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service per-
taining to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more — in-
cluding real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com

11th October 2017

Issue 97 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict affected 
coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, incidents affecting 
maritime security and influencing maritime news are also reported and analysed, focusing on 
the keys theatres of maritime instability.  
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Issue 97

Contents:
Mast Services

Indian Ocean region

Somalia

Yemen

Yemen Ports

Mediterranean

Libya

Gulf of Guinea

South East Asia

Central & South America

Severe Weather Warnings

Page
2

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
http://www.mast-security.com/blog/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.mast-security.com/en/intelligence1/risk-map/


 4

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Indian Ocean Region 
The Indian Navy frigate INS Trishul foiled a piracy attempt on Oct. 6th against an Indian bulk carrier in the 
Gulf of Aden. The piracy attempt was made on the MV Jag Amar at 12:30 pm and the INS Trishul, which 
was on an anti-piracy deployment in the region, responded immediately, Navy spokesperson Capt D K 
Sharma said. All 26 Indian crew onboard the Indian ship were safe.

Incidents: 
1. MV Jag Amar reported suspicious skiffs at 0720 UTC in posi-
tion 11:56.011N - 044:43.46E, near Point A IRTC, around 53nm 
SSW of Aden, Yemen, Gulf of Aden. Four dark-coloured-hulled 
skiffs with 4/5 POB approached MV at speed to within 0.7nm 
then turned away. Crew and vessel Safe. Reported Oct. 7th (UK-
MTO). 

2. MV sighted suspicious skiff at 0700 UTC in position 13:13N - 
050:30E near Point B IRTC. Two white-hulled skiffs sighted with 
ladders approached MV within 1.2nm then turned away. Crew 
and vessel Safe. Reported Oct. 6th (UKMTO). 

Iran Navy repels pirate attack on merchant vessel
The Islamic Republic Navy has successfully thwarted a major 
pirate attack on an Iranian merchant vessel in Bab el-Mandeb 
Strait. An Alvand class destroyer of the Iranian Navy rushed to 
the help of an Iranian merchant vessel when pirates on board 
7 ships attacked the vessel in the hope of capturing it early on 
Monday 9th.

Somali Forces Shoot and Kill Iranian Sailor in Indian Ocean
Somali regional officials say the Iranian captain of a fishing boat 

was killed and another sailor was injured after security forces 
opened fire during an operation in the Indian Ocean. Officials 
said the shooting occurred after Puntland Maritime Police Forc-
es spotted two boats suspected to be fishing illegally Friday 6th 
in Somali waters.

Stakeholders praise plan to form Kenyan Coast Guard
The plan to develop a special agency to protect Kenya’s coast-
line has been hailed as a positive step, although Andrew Mwan-
gura of the Mombasa-based East African Seafarers’ Assistance 
Programme said the agency has its work cut out because of pro-
liferation of piracy, small arms and drug smuggling.

Threat Assessment
Activity in the Gulf of Aden and Bab el-Mandeb Strait by pirates 
and other unknown actors remain the most significant threat in 
the region. The attack foiled by Indian naval elements illustrate 
the ongoing dangers to ships transiting the Gulf of Aden. The 
report by Iranian media is unlikely to be officially confirmed. 

To read about MAST’s services and standing threat assessment 
in the Indian Ocean Region, please click here.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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http://www.mast-security.com/en/services/counter-piracy/indian-ocean/
http://mast-security.com/i/Downloads/MAST_Intrep_missile_attack_on%20coalition_warship.pdf
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Somalia
Italian police on Wednesday 4th broke up a criminal organization trafficking military parts from Italy to 
Somalia. Three Somalis and one Italian were arrested in Florence, Pisa, and Trapani. In many cases the 
parts were taken apart to resemble ordinary parts with the intent of then reassembled in Somalia, police 
said.

Control of Somali territory (February 2017) Source: Wikime-
dia Commons

Amanda Lindhout tells of abduction as kidnapping trial begins
An emotional Amanda Lindhout recounted the horrors of being 
kidnapped at gunpoint in Somalia as the trial of one of her al-
leged hostage-takers got underway in Canada. Lindhout sobbed 
on Thursday 6th upon approaching the witness box to describe 
her abduction by a gang of armed, masked men nine years ago, 
the beginning of what she called 460 days of hell.

US Ambassador to Somalia Resigns
The U.S. ambassador to Somalia Stephen Schwartz has resigned, 
citing personal reasons, the embassy confirmed Friday 6th. An 
emailed statement to VOA said the ambassador resigned Sep-
tember 29. It provided no further details.

Puntland President Express Hope Over Kismayo Meeting
President Abdiweli Mohamed Ali has expressed optimism over 
the meeting in Kismayo, that began on Oct. 8th, to discuss the 
political rift between the federal government and the autono-
mous states such as Puntland in Somalia.

Al Shabaab/ISIS

Militants attack checkpoint in Somalia’s Puntland
Islamist Al Shabaab militants attacked a checkpoint in Somalia’s 
semi-autonomous Puntland region, killing at least seven people 
in the early hours of Monday 9th, police said. The fighters then 
ambushed officers rushing in to help colleagues on the outskirts 
of the city of Bosaso, an officer at the scene told Reuters.

• Kenyan military on Monday 9th said that it had thwarted a ter-
ror attack and killed five Al Shabaab militants in the Boni forest 
in Kenya’s southeastern Garissa County.
• AS militants assassinated a National Intelligence and Security 
Agency (NISA) official in Heliwa district, Mogadishu, Somalia on 
October 6th.

Analysis
Al Shabaab continues to mount operations against civilian and 
military targets in Somalia, seizing military bases and equipment 
before being driven off by AMISOM forces. The group has been in-
creasingly active in recent weeks, despite combined action against 
them from Somali, African Union and US forces.  
Threat Assessment
Somalia held Presidential elections in February 2017. After a 
peaceful transition of power, Somalia continues to face familiar 
problems. Al Shabaab frequently ambushes AMISOM and local se-
curity forces denying any significant process to the shaping of a sta-
ble country which is vital before Somalia can tackle humanitarian 
and economic issues. Somalia is recovering from a severe drought 
which led to widespread famine with an identified 2.9 million peo-
ple facing food insecurity. Youth unemployment in Somalia has 
not improved with 67% of Somali male youths aged between 14 
to 29 unemployed. Pirate financiers offer lucrative and attractive 
opportunities, and were seen to be increasingly active in the last 
inter-monsoon period. Somalia continues to be a permissive loca-
tion for kidnap and ransom piracy operations. Somalia has both an 
EU and UN arms embargo in place under UNSCR Resolution 2317 
in place until November 2017, which will likely be extended. The 
ongoing threat to shipping in the region has been made clear by 
the military bodies which monitor the region. A lack of adherence 
to BMP4 protocol, particularly not maintaining a safe distance off 
the coast, has increased risks to shipping. BMP4 advises: “non-
Somali fishing vessels should avoid operating or transiting within 
200nm of the coast of Somalia, irrespective of whether or not they 
have been issued with license to do so”. Merchant vessels would 
be wise to maintain the same distance from the coast, particularly 
ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All vessels are advised 
to update risk assessments and register with UKMTO/MSCHOA 
prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (October 9th 2017)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Yemen
The United Nations has blacklisted the Saudi Arabia-led military coalition in Yemen for killing or injuring 
683 children, and attacking dozens of schools and hospitals. The coalition had been briefly added to last 
year’s blacklist, and then removed by then-UN chief Ban Ki-moon pending review. At the time, Mr Ban 
accused Saudi Arabia of exerting “unacceptable” undue pressure after sources told Reuters that Riyadh 
threatened to cut some UN funding. Saudi Arabia denied this.

Oil revenue theft 
Former Yemeni Vice President and Prime Minister Khaled Bahah 
accused the Abdu Rabbu Mansour Hadi government of stealing 
hundreds of millions of dollars worth of oil revenue from Had-
ramawt governorate on October 3rd.

AQAP/Houthi-Saleh
• Suspected AQAP militants attacked Emirati-backed al Hizam 
security forces in Naqil al Khala al Yazidi area, Yafa’a district, La-
hij governorate, southern Yemen on October 1st.

Threat Assessment 
Bordering the southern Red Sea and the GoA, Yemen’s civil 
war shows no sign of abating. At present, neither side has the 
military superiority to reunite the country under a single gover 
nment. The front lines have remained relatively stable for the 
last few months, but no political solution has been agreed 
upon, despite UN led negotiations. The resultant humanitarian 
crisis in Yemen is severe and deepening with 14.1 million people 
identified by the UN as currently at risk from extreme hunger 
and famine.
Not entirely surprisingly given that the Saudi led coalition re 
supplies its military operations from the sea, the conflict has 
spilt into the maritime domain. The main protagonists have 
been the Houthi rebels and they have been remarkably suc-
cessful at targeting warships and auxiliary vessels with missiles, 
anti-tank rockets and remotely controlled boats laden with  
explosives. While it is possible that a commercial vessel could 
fall victim to poor targeting the most worrying development is 
the deployment of sea mines by the Houthis in the entrances 
to harbours. We believe these have been locally manufactured 
and the clear and present danger is that any that are not iden-

tified and removed by the Saudi forces will in time break free 
from their moorings and drift. While there is little cause for con-
cern right now, this is something we will be watching closely for 
in the coming months.
The terrorist threat, likely to be led by AQAP, has been dem-
onstrated against LNGC Galicia Spirit in October 2016 and MT 
Muskie in May 2017. Both were attempted but failed attacks 
which occurred in the BAM and were against fuel laden ves-
sels. The intent of the attacks was to detonate a bomb either 
on or alongside the target vessel in order to cause a spectacular 
and/or considerable environmental damage which would det-
rimentally affect navigation through the strait. Official reports 
on the Galicia Spirit detail evidence of attempted boarding and 
substantial damage to the hull and superstructure of the ves-
sel. The bomb detonated prematurely and was supported by 
RPG and small arms fire. Similarly, the second attempt on the 
MT Muskie failed. It is feasible that a similar attack will be at-
tempted in the future.
Advice from the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), recom-
mends that merchant traffic transiting the Gulf of Aden to the 
Red Sea are advised to pass through the area between 44 00 
East in the Gulf of Aden and 13 00 N in the Southern Red Sea 
during the hours of darkness and exit the Traffic Separation 
Scheme to the West of the Hanish Islands in daylight hours. 
The frequency of these incidents, where vessels are approached 
and in some cases attacked by armed men in small boats, indi-
cates that the threat assessment remains ‘Substantial’ – an at-
tack is a strong possibility. The recent threat by Houtis to target 
oil tankers should not be ignored by CSOs and Masters. 

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region. 

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM)

The UN’s Secretary-General has decided to institute a UNVIM for the facilitation of commercial imports to Yemen, at the request 
of the Government of the Republic of Yemen and in line with Security Council resolution 2216 (2015). 

UNVIM is operational with immediate effect. Shipping companies or vessel owners shipping commercial goods or services to any 
port not under the direct control of the Government of Yemen (Salif, Mokha, Hudaydah and associated oil terminals) need to ap-
ply for permits upon departure of the port of origin of their cargo. For further details click here.  

UN arms embargo imposed by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 of 2015 is in place.  

Port Aden:  

 • The port of Aden is under the protection of the Republic of Yemen security forces. 

 • Merchant vessels wishing to enter Yemeni ports must first  apply for a permit through the Yemeni Ministry of Transportation; 
contact: yemen.transport@gmail.com for more information. 

 • Final clearance to enter Yemeni ports (with permits in place) is authenticated by the coalition guard ship. 

 • Port Ash Shihr: Fully operational. 

Port Salif: Fully operational.   

Port Hudaydah: Fully operational.  

Port Mokha: Status - Closed: Currently classified as ‘Not Safe’. 

Port Al Mukalla: Fully operational.     

Port of Balhaf: Status - Closed: LNG terminal remains closed. Now under control of Saudi and Yemeni forces.

Port of Ras Isa: Status - Closed. Safer oil terminal remains closed, Safer Company (SEPOC) does not allow vessels to berth at 
Safer Marine Terminal if they do not have an agreement signed by them according to the protocol between buyer and Yemeni 
government. 

Yemen Ports
Media reports suggest that the UN World Food Program has been unable to deliver four mobile cranes 
to Hodeidah Port. According to remarks by Stefan Dujarrik, representative of the Secretary General, 
an attempt to deliver the cranes earlier this year was rebuffed and they remain in the manufacturer’s 
warehouse. 

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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Mediterranean 
Thousands of migrants have been found trapped in camps in Libya in the past days after they were 
caught amid the fighting over the northwestern city of Sabratha, officials said on Sunday 8th. Sabratha, 
a city on the western side of Libya’s Mediterranean coast that used to be the main launching point for 
migrant boats, has witnessed heavy clashes over the past two weeks. Hundreds were killed in the fight-
ing and officials said that it was triggered by an Italian deal with one of the rival militias to stem the flow 
of migrants from Libya across the Mediterranean.

Security Council re-authorizes operations off coast of Libya
The UN Security Council has extended by one year the authori-
zation for Member States to inspect vessels on the high seas 
off the coast of Libya that they have reasonable grounds to 
suspect are being used for migrant smuggling or human traf-
ficking.

Up to 30 migrants feared dead after boat collides with naval 
vessel
At least eight migrants are feared to have drowned and 20 are 
missing after their boat collided with a Tunisian navy vessel in 
the Mediterranean. The collision happened in the early hours 
of Monday 9th, about 30 miles off the coast of Tunisia. The 
migrant boat is believed to have left the Tunisian port of Sfax 
and to have been heading towards Sicily.

More than 3,000 migrants arrested
More than 3,000 illegal migrants have been arrested in Libya’s 
northwestern city of Sabratha, as the country’s unity govern-
ment authorities push a crackdown on human trafficking to 
Europe. “We arrested 3,150 illegal immigrants of different 
Asian, Arab, and African nationalities,” Bassem Ghrabli, the 
commander of a force loyal to Libya’s unity government, said 
on Saturday 7th.

LÉ Niamh embarks on Mediterranean mission
The first Irish naval vessel to take part in a major operation tar-
geting human traffickers heads for the Mediterranean on Oct. 
6th. The LÉ Niamh will be taking part in Operation Sophia, the 
EU mission to capture boats used by people smugglers, and 
return migrants to the Libyan authorities.

The current migrant smuggling situation
With fighting ongoing in the migrant hub town of Sabratha, new 
doubts about arrangements between the EU-backed Govern-
ment of National Accord and local militias have emerged. Sabra-
tha has always been a smuggling hub for fuel and people traffick-
ers, but as the rival militias continue to fight, they’re taking their 
eye off the migrant boat ball, allowing more to put to sea. 
New threats from the Libyan Navy against NGO rescue missions 
to seize their vessels underlines the difficult operating environ-
ment in the Mediterranean. 
As weather conditions continue to worsen, it is likely that the 
death toll will continue to rise as more migrants put to sea in un-
suitable craft. While the number of crossings has fallen this year, 
the rise in fatalities is of huge concern to the UN who continue to 
look for ways on shore to prevent migrants reaching Libya in the 
first place. 

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

    Migrant crossings 2015-2017. Source:  UNHRC

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Map depicting major migrant routes in the Mediterranean (Oct. 10th 2017).  Source: UNHRC 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Libya
The Libyan coastguard has opened fire on an oil tanker carrying contraband fuel, a spokesperson for the 
navy told AFP on Saturday 7th. “The ‘Goeast’, flying the Comoran flag, was spotted three days ago head-
ing for Abu Kamash and took on fuel via a pipeline on Thursday night, two kilometres from the coast,” 
General Ayoub Qassem said.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Second round of Libyan Political Agreement amendment
The United Nations’ envoy to Libya Ghassan Salame has an-
nounced that the second round of the Tunisia meetings for 
the amendment joint committee for House of Representatives 
(HoR) and High Council of State (HCS) will start on Saturday 
14th.

Analysis
Following stoppages at the Sharara oil field which have report-
edly been resolved, armed militia have now taken control of 
Melittah terminal as part of a spillover from the fighting in Sa-
bratha. 
How long this will last and its effects on supply are not yet 
known. However, it is likely the Anas al-Dabbashi brigade, which 
had been in control of the terminal, will mount a counter offen-
sive if the opportunity presents itself. 
New talks between the UN-backed Government of National Ac-
cord (GNA) and rival House of Representatives (HoR) are slated 
to begin this coming weekend. Huge questions remain as to the 
role of senior HoR leaders including military leader, Khalifa Haf-
tar, who still holds significant power in the country. However, 
any moves towards peace and unification in the country are to 
be welcomed. The impact on militias during this process should 
not be ignored; they remain a bone of contention. Ongoing mi-
litia fighting around migrant hub Sabratha has allowed more mi-
grant boats to cross from Libya, while the UN has voiced great 
concern for the well being of migrants trapped in the area. 
The Libyan Coast Guard has once again taken action against a 
tanker believed to be involved in fuel smuggling. The vessel, 
identified locally as ‘Goeast’, was fired on and AFP report that 
video of the incident show the ship taking fire before beginning 
to list and then capsize.  

Ports currently operational in Libya are: Benghazi, Zawiyah, 
Tripoli, Misrata, Marsa El Brega, Tobruk, Al Khoms, Marsa El 
Hariga. Farwah, Bouri, Zuwarah, Zuetina and Es Sider.

Threat Assessment
Ongoing issues with terminal safety remain an issue for the 
National Oil Company and Haftar’s forces who control the oil 
crescent. This situation is unlikely to change in the near future, 
particularly with the current militia fighting around Sabratha 
and Melittah. 
The incident involving the Libyan Coast Guard and a tanker sus-
pected of invovlement in fuel smuggling once again underlines 
the extremely dangerous nature of Libyan waters and vessels 
should ensure they have the correct permission from the appro-
priate authority before entering. At the time of this report, at 
least two vessels remain under arrest for illegal fishing and tank-
er traffic is likely to be questioned by the Navy or Coast Guard 
upon entering Liyba’s TTW. The NGO/migrant exclusion zone re-
mains in effect, although the reduction in migrant numbers at-
tempting to cross from Libya has seen several NGOs downscale 
rescue missions in response. 
The majority of vessels calling at Libyan ports are trouble free, 
however there is scope for vessels to encounter local issues.  It 
is advised that before visiting a risk assessment is conducted on 
the area of operation and the fast moving political and military 
situations monitored closely.

MAST is able to provide risk assessments and crew training to 
improve situational awareness and risk appreciation. The addi-
tional threat to shipping should not be taken lightly. 

Control of Northern Libyan territory (Oct. 9th 
2017)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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Gulf of Guinea
As the Nigerian military mobilizes to commence Operation Crocodile Smile II in the Niger Delta region, 
the Reformed Niger Delta Avengers, RNDA, Wednesday, warned the Federal Government not to take 
the ceasefire agreement reached with militants in 2016 and the temporary suspension of the two-week 
ultimatum by the militant group for granted. 

Incidents:  
1. Passenger boat attacked in Warri River, 05:30N - 05:32E by 
unknown number of gunmen who robbed passengers before 
abducting the boat operator on Oct. 4th at 0745 LT.

Niger Delta military exercise unnecessary
A military exercise in Nigeria’s restive southern Niger Delta oil 
production hub is unnecessary and government should focus 
on economic development, the Ijaw Youth Council, an organi-
sation representing the region’s largest ethnic group said. The 
Nigerian army will carry out a training exercise from October 
7th to 28th in the region, where attacks on oil installations last 
year cut crude production by around a third.

Niger Delta State Looks To Break Free From Oil
Bayelsa, a state in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, will search 
for other natural resources to diversify away from its main com-
modity – oil. The state’s new commissioner in the Ministry of 
Mineral Resources made the announcement after taking office. 
Markson Fefegha added that there are plans in place to buy ge-
ological survey equipment to be used for mapping the province 
and its mineral resources.

Niger Delta Ministry to collaborate with ex-agitators
Minister of Niger Delta Affairs, Mr. Uguru Usani, has reiter-
ated the preparedness of the ministry to collaborate with ex-
agitators in the Niger Delta in the quest to sustain peace in the 
oil-rich region. Speaking in Effurun, Delta State, during a peace 
security summit organised by the Coalition of Niger Delta Agi-
tators, Usani commended youths of the region for embracing 
peace to pave way for the development of the country.

Nigeria state oil firm denies minister’s allegation of poor trans-
parency
Nigeria’s state oil company on Monday 9th said allegations by 
the oil minister that the conduct of its group managing director 
lacked transparency were baseless, as a public rift between the 
firm and the ministry widened.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the Gulf of Guin-
ea region, please click here.
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South East Asia
Another Indonesian pirate was jailed for 16 years by the Sessions Court today, after pleading guilty to 
robbing an oil tanker last month. In passing the sentence, Judge Azman Mustaffa also ordered the ac-
cused, identified only as Syafri, 46, to be given three strokes of rotan. Syafri, together with 10 others 
who were earlier charged, and 2 others still at large, allegedly robbed MT MGT-1 that was carrying RM7 
million worth of diesel in the South China Sea.

Hijack 
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Suspicious Activity 

Incidents: 
1. Around six to eight robbers boarded anchored Liberia-flagged 
container ship at 1650 UTC in position 14:33.40N - 120:54.60E, 
Manila South Port anchorage, Philippines. Robbers spotted by 
the duty crew who raised the alarm and mustered. Upon seeing 
the crew alertness, the robbers fled with stolen ship’s property. 
Reported Oct. 3rd (IMB).  

Government troops kill ASG kidnap cell leader
Government troops in Tawi-Tawi killed on Sunday morning a 
bandit leader who is a member of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) 
and also leader of a kidnap-for-ransom (KFR) cell involved in the 
kidnapping of a German national in November 2016.

UN bans 4 ships from global ports for violating North Korea 
sanctions
The United Nations has banned four ships from visiting any 
global port, after they were found violating sanctions imposed 
on North Korea. Hugh Griffiths, coordinator of a UN panel on 
North Korean sanctions, described the move as unprecedented.
The ships were reportedly the Petrel 8, Hao Fan 6, Tong San 2 
and Jie Shun.

MMEA faces huge challenge in curbing smuggling
The Tawau Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

faces a huge challenge in addressing smuggling activities in 
Tawau waters, says its director Romli Mustafa. According to 
him, the Malaysia-Indonesia maritime border, which could be 
crossed in 20 minutes using a speedboat was a factor which 
caused the high number of smuggling cases.

Navy arrests 15 alleged pirates in Singapore Strait
The Indonesian Navy’s Western Fleet Quick Response Unit 
(WFQR) arrested 15 alleged pirates in the Singapore Strait on 
Sunday 1st. The alleged pirates were in six wooden boats when 
they were arrested.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the South East 
Asia region, please click here.

MAST is able to provide an armed protection solution to clients 
transiting the region. Please contact us for further details. 

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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Central and South America 
The Panama Canal last week welcomed the COSCO Yantian, the 2000th “Neopanamax” vessel to pass 
through the expanded waterway.  The ship, which can carry up to 9,504 20-foot equivalent units (TEU), 
moved through the canal on its journey from Asia to the Caribbean. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule with 
drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and national 
laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if operating 
in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for the 
duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Theft 
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Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are issued 
by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or National Meteoro-
logical Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click here.   

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Nothing significant to report. 
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