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President’s Comments: September has a number of special commemorative days that directly relate to the
military. The three most significant of those dates are: Patriot Day on September 11th; POW/MIA Recognition
Day on September 20th, and Gold Star Mother’s Day on the last Sunday of the month, which is the 29th. Here
are a few interesting insights into each one of those three special days.
On Patriots Day, respects will be paid to those who perished on September 11, 2001 when terrorists flew
aircraft into the Twin Towers in New York and into the Pentagon in Washington, DC. Obviously, the tragedy
most relevant to the military was when five hijackers flew American Airlines Flight 77 into the Pentagon at
9:37 AM. Crash debris penetrated the three outermost rings of the building’s five rings, and the resulting fires
caused one section of the building to collapse. The 184 persons killed in the attack are perpetually honored at
the 9/11 Pentagon Memorial site. That beautiful and solemn site is located just outside the Pentagon itself.
National POW/MIA Recognition Day is always on the third Friday of September. On August 10, 1990,
Congress passed a law recognizing the POW/MIA flag "as a symbol of our Nation's concern and commitment to
resolving as fully as possible the fates of Americans still prisoner, missing and unaccounted for in Southeast
Asia…” Beyond Southeast Asia, it has become a symbol for POW/MIAs from all U.S. wars. The POW/MIA
flag consists of a silhouette of a prisoner of war before a guard tower and barbed wire in white on a black field.
"POW/MIA" appears above the silhouette and the words "You Are Not Forgotten" appear below in white on the
black field. The POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever displayed in the Capital’s rotunda, and the only flag other
than the American Flag to have flown over the White House. In military dining facilities, the flag is displayed at
a table in the corner, with the flag draped over a chair reserved for the return of our missing service members.
Gold Star Mothers’ Day pays tribute to mothers who lost sons or daughters in the service of the U.S. Armed
Forces. American Gold Star Mothers (AGSM) was formed in 1928. Its name came from the custom of families
of servicemen hanging a banner called a service flag in the windows of their homes. The flag has a star for each
family member in the military. A blue star represents a living serviceman, and a gold star represents those who
have lost their lives in combat. Membership was first restricted to WWI mothers; then it was later expanded to
include other specific wars. Today, AGSM membership does not consider the place or time of military service,
nor the circumstances of the death of the military son or daughter. When attending meetings or participating in
military related parades and ceremonies, Gold Star Mothers wear a white uniform that has gold piping and a
gold star embroidered on either lapel, and they also wear a white “service cap” with gold piping.
Well, now our memories are refreshed and we’ve got answers if family or friends ask questions about these
special days. My hope is that all our chapter members will display the American Flag on those three days and,
whenever the opportunity presents itself, will also take a moment to honor their comrades in arms who were
victims of terrorism; to encourage families of those servicemen who are yet to return, and to comfort the
mothers of the soldiers, sailors and airman who made the ultimate sacrifice while serving their country.
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U.S. pilots of RAF Eagle Squadron 71 rush to take off

Unorthodox Gunsmith: David Marshall Williams
was born in Cumberland County, NC. Williams
had an extremely checkered youth that included
him becoming a moonshiner, during which time
he was convicted for shooting and killing a sheriff
that was pursuing him. While in prison, he
demonstrated phenomenal machine shop skills
and was allowed to develop four semi-automatic
rifles. It became clear that his unique skills could
benefit the military; thus, his sentence was
commuted and he was released in 1927. Williams
then took the straight and narrow path and was
contracted by the U.S. Ordinance Department to
modify and improve military rifles. He then did
extensive work for gun manufactures Winchester,
Remington and Colt. Those efforts were focused
on the development of military rifles—most
importantly, the venerable M-1 Carbine. A book
about Williams is titled: Army Carbine: The Rifle
That Was Born in Prison. The book prompted the
1952 MGM film Carbine Williams starring James
Stewart as Williams. The NC Museum of History
in Raleigh currently has a large and superb exhibit
entitled: David Marshall “Carbine” Williams.

U.S. Airmen in the RAF: Prior to the U.S. entering
WWII, American airmen risked their citizenship by
volunteering to serve in a foreign military service. Three
Eagle Squadrons were formed in the British Royal Air
Force between September 1940 and July 1941.
Thousands of Americans volunteered, but only 244
served with the Eagle Squadrons. The basic requirements
for joining an Eagle Squadron were a high school
diploma, being between 20 and 31 years old,
eyesight 20/40 correctable to 20/20, and 300 hours of
certified flying time. These requirements were not as
strict as those required for service in the U.S. Army Air
Corps. The U.S. pilots wore RAF pilot wings on their
uniforms. They initially flew Hurricane aircraft, but
ultimately flew the much faster and more agile Spitfires.
On 29 September 1942, the three squadrons were
officially transferred from the RAF to the Eighth Air
ooresville
Force
of Fthe U.S. Army Air Forces; all the American
pilots immediately became commissioned officers. Only
four of the 34 original Eagle pilots were still present
when the squadrons joined the USAAF. The courageous
Eagle pilots earned twelve Distinguished Flying
Crosses and one Distinguished Service Order. Sadly,
about 100 Eagle pilots were killed, were missing or were
taken prisoner by the Germans.

Rifles developed by gunsmith “Carbine Williams”
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Special Thanks: Our chapter President and all members sincerely thank now Past President Colonel Don
Gemeinhardt for serving for the past two years as our chapter’s leader in the local, state and national domains!
We all wish Don the greatest of success in his new and exciting endeavors in the Defense Industry arena.
VA Authorizes Local Urgent Care: VA now offers an urgent care benefit that provides eligible Veterans with
greater choice and access to timely, high-quality care. When using the urgent care benefit, Veterans must go to
a contracted urgent care provider in VA’s network. Upon arriving, Veterans must state they are using their VA
urgent care benefit. The urgent care provider will verify the Veteran’s eligibility before providing care. If a
Veteran arrives at an urgent care network location and has difficulty receiving care, just call 866-620-2071 for
assistance. To find an urgent care location in VA’s contracted network, search by ZIP at website:
https://vaurgentcarelocator.triwest.com
Free Park Access: A free Yearly National Parks Access Pass is available to current US military members and
the dependents of deployed military of all branches, including the Reserves and National Guard. Simply
present a military ID (CAC Card or DoD Form 1173) at the park admissions office. Veterans with a service
connected disability rating of ten percent or higher can enter Federal parks with the free Lifetime National
Parks Access Pass from the Park Service. The Access Pass admits disabled veterans and any passengers in their
vehicle at per-vehicle fee areas; and, the pass owner plus three additional adults where per-person fees are
charged. Get the pass at any National Park by presenting a VA ID with service-connected disability annotation,
a VA summary of benefits, or receipt of Social Security disability income. Alternatively, provide the same via
mail (plus $10 fee) to the U.S. Geological Survey Headquarters, 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive Reston, VA 20192
NC Aviation Museum Closed: The NC Aviation Museum at the Charlotte Airport is temporarily closed. The
FAA has directed that the museum’s formerly leased hanger space be freed up for private air operations; thus,
the museum’s board of directors is now developing plans for a state-of-the-art new location in Charlotte,
planned to reopen in 2022. So, they’re currently “Preparing for Takeoff.” www.carolinasaviation.org
Battlefield Medicine News: DARPA is conducting research to find a means of inducing a state of hibernation
in soldiers who have been severely wounded in battle, thus increasing their chances of survival. DARPA states
that, “The Surviving Blood Loss program is developing novel strategies to radically extend the time injured
warfighters can survive critical blood loss on the battlefield before initiation of fluid and blood resuscitation.
Achieving this goal will allow increased time—as much as hours or days—for evacuation, triage, and initiation
of supportive therapies. Specific investigational focus areas include mechanisms to control the metabolic state
on demand, including induction of a hibernation-like state, and development of low-volume therapies that
reduce tissue demand for oxygen and metabolites when full resuscitation is not available.”
VA Ensures Religious Freedom: The Veterans Administration recently revised its directives permitting
religious literature, symbols and displays at VA facilities to protect religious liberty for Veterans and families.
The move aims to simplify and clarify the VA’s policies governing religious symbols, and spiritual and pastoral
care, which have been interpreted inconsistently at various VA facilities in recent years, resulting in unfortunate
incidents that interrupted certain displays. The new policies will: Allow the inclusion in appropriate
circumstances of religious content in publicly accessible displays at VA facilities. Allow patients and their
guests to request and be provided religious literature, symbols and sacred texts during visits to VA chapels and
during their treatment at VA. Allow VA to accept donations of religious literature, cards and symbols at its
facilities and distribute them to VA patrons under appropriate circumstances or to a patron who requests them.
Tricare Rule Change For Kids: There’s somewhat reassuring news for parents of kids who are terminally ill.
A new National Defense Authorization Act policy now allows military dependents under the age of 21 who are
terminally ill to receive both medical treatment and hospice care. Previous to the new policy, a terminally ill
child’s parents had to chose between one of those two options. While the either/or approach may be standard for
adults, a child’s chances of survival are increased when both medical treatment and hospice care are provided.
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER ARMY: The National Museum of the U.S. Army is preparing to open in 2020; The 185,000 square-foot
gleaming stainless-steel structure at Fort Belvoir will portray 240 years of Army history and traditions.
NAVY: Doors just opened at the “CIAT” facility that uses advanced technologies to provide full-scale combat
systems operations with extreme fidelity to immerse “watch standers” into a realistic training environment.
MARINES: An Infantry Immersion Training facility is being built at Camp Lejeune. It will cover five acres and
have 51 buildings, and it will have organic capabilities that generate sights, sounds and odors of urban warfare.
AIR FORCE: Test pilots at Eglin AFB recently certified on the MH-139 helicopter being produced by Boeing.
USAF plans to purchase 84 of those helicopters over the next ten years to replace the venerable UH-1N Hueys.
2018 Calendar: General Membership Events: 26 Sep - Christmas TBD.
Board Meetings: 24 Oct and TBD in December.
Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS),
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending your charity-specific
(any or all) annotated check to Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 28601.
Treasury: Our chapter has adequate operating and reserve funds to cover anticipated expenses for the
remainder of the year, and the chapter’s Benevolent Fund is very robust at this time.
CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF
Chapter President: LTC Cliff Davenport
1st Vice President: Vacant!
2nd Vice President: LTC James Cole
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson
Secretary & Deputy Treasurer: Major Dennis McClish
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron
Programs Chairman: Vacant!
1st Past President & Director: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt

Director: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt
Director: Captain Allen Stewart
Director: Colonel Joe Cansler
Legislative Liaison: LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker
Membership Chair: Vacant!
JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon
Personal Affairs & TOPS: Lt Col Ted Hayes
Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi

About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors.
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service or the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six counties:
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community through its
Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc charitable support
and activity, with special emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form is posted
on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application is shown
right on the form itself. Please join our chapter! Our chapter website is at: www.moaacvc.org

Your Chapter website: www.moaacvc.org
“M OA A Cataw ba V alley”
Chapter”

MOAA Take Action: http://takeaction.moaa.org
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RESERVATION FOR SEPTEMBER MOAA CVC MEETING/DINNER
This is my reservation for MOAA CVC’s General Membership meeting/dinner on September 26th, (a Thursday) at Lake
Hickory Country Club. Cocktails/social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. The Guest Speaker will
be Navy Captain Allen Stewart, giving a presentation on the Navy’s Survival, Escape, Resistance and Evasion Training.
Name of attendee(s):

____________________ & _______________________ & _____________________

Indicate number of entrée selections: _________ London Broil _________ Baked Salmon ________ Veggie Plate
Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than September 23rd, a Monday, to:

Commander Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 28601
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
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