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Submissions to the University of Edinburgh Journal
Members of the Graduates’ Association, and other readers,
are reminded that the Editor is always pleased to receive
submissions. This can be in the form of a piece of creative
writing or a serious article, and will be considered for possible
publication in a future issue of the Journal.

Notes for contributors and editorial advice can be found on the
Outside Back Cover, or by e-mailing the Editorial Office at:
gradassoc@ed.ac.uk

Monthly Coffee Mornings
The Association meets for coffee at the
National Museum of Scotland,
Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1JF

We meet in the Balcony Café on Level 3 from
10.30am to 12.00pm
on the following Saturdays in 2019:

2 February, 2 March, 6 April, 4 May, 1 June, 6 July
Guests are most welcome. Do join us!
Tel. 0131 650 4292
E-mail: gradassoc.admin@ed.ac.uk
Please note that Glasgow Coffee Mornings
have been discontinued until further notice.
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From the Editor
Communicate, communicate!

T

his issue of the Journal closes
Volume 48, covering the years 2017
and 2018, two years which have seen
significant developments in the University
and in the Graduates’ Association. While
the Journal is no longer a chronicle of the
University, University developments do
feature in some of its articles and notes,
and will continue to do so. Its forty-eight
volumes represent an important archive
of University information. Members who
own, or have access in a library to, a set of
the printed volumes know of the pleasure
and sense of discovery to be derived from
leafing through (manually surfing, if you
like) their pages. As time permits we are
scanning the printed issues to create a
database in digital format and to make them accessible on the internet in
association with the University Archives. Members will be aware that the
Graduates’ Association now publishes the Journal in a digital as well as a
printed format, and has done so since 2013, and these three volumes will be
added to the earlier scanned ones.
The Graduates’ Association has now published a redesigned website
(www.euga.co.uk), which replaces the web page formerly and kindly
provided by University’s Development & Alumni Service, and its own
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/uegradassoc/). These, together with
a growing list of members who use e-mail, are enabling the Association’s
Officers and members to communicate better and faster with each other,
and to offset the escalating costs of surface and airmail. A short article in
this issue (page 254) by John R Sutherland, our Assistant Editor, explores
this further. As Editor, I do urge all members to use e-mail if they can. Some
members, not wanting to set up e-mail at home, are able to use it in their
local libraries or clubs. Others arrange for family or friends to use e-mail for
them. Do think very hard about this, and send us an e-mail address if you
can. You can still prefer to receive the Journal as a printed document (I do!),
but e-mail does enable the Association office to inform you more quickly
and cheaply about events and developments, and enables you to write back
to us on the same basis.
Some members have commented that the listing of events at the end
of the Journal makes them less than readily accessible. We have been
reprinting the ticket application form on the back of the address sheet of
the last several Journals and will continue to do so but, from this issue, we
3
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will print the list of events, most of which are lunches, inside the front
cover so that you will find it opposite the Contents page, and therefore
more readily. Full details of all events can always be found on our website.
The lists of Officers and Committee members will move to the inside
back cover, and the Editorial Statement for contributors to the outside
back cover. Please tell us if you find the new arrangements helpful (or
unhelpful!) and by e-mail if possible, or to make any other suggestions
you feel may be useful. We do need to know!
Peter B Freshwater

University of Edinburgh
Graduates’
Association
General Council
of
Patron
the University
of Edinburgh
HRH The Princess Royal

Half-Yearly Meeting & Lunch

Honorary Presidents
Cecily
E Giles
CBE Half-Yearly-Meeting
Iain F MacLaren
The
General
Council
will take place on Saturday
16 February 2019 at 10.30am
President
in the newly refurbished
School
David A
Lambof Law, Old College.

An early tour of
the new facilities,
planned
for before the meeting,
Vice-President:
S Michael
Langdon
will give members
an
opportunity
to
see
some
of the significant
Honorary Secretary: Joyce E Richardson
changes and
renovations
that have
transformed
this building.
Honorary
Treasurer:
Jennifer
Docherty
Honorary Editor: Peter B Freshwater
The formal business will be followed, as usual,
Immediate Past President: Ritchie Walker
by the General Council Lunch in the Playfair Library,
Honorary
Examiner:
To Be Announced
and Accounts
we are delighted
to announce
that
Assistant
Secretary:
Joan
H
Meikle
the after-lunch speaker will be Prof John W Cairns,

244

Professor
of Civil
Law at theMembers
University
of Edinburgh.
Executive
Committee
2014-2015
Andrew M Bell
Prof Cairns’ talk will deliver what promises to be
Margaret D Cochran
a fascinating account of the history of the Old Quad
Jane Denholm
Oonagh
Further details will be found
onGray
the General Council website:
Lucinda
L
Mackay
www.general-council.ed.ac.uk
Helena P Shanks
Sam Trett
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The University of Edinburgh
Graduates’ Association
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Members are invited to the Annual General Meeting to be held
in the Raeburn Room, Old College, South Bridge, Edinburgh
on Thursday 14 February 2019 at 12.00 noon.
A light sandwich lunch will follow the meeting (£16.50).

AGENDA

Mr David A Lamb SSC,
Honorary Secretary

1. Minutes (Pages 245-248 of Journal Vol 48, No 4) and matters arising
2. Finance: Presentation of Accounts by Hon Treasurer
3. Editorial Committee Report
4. President’s Report
5. Election of Hon Office-bearers: President, Vice-President, Hon Secretary
and Hon Treasurer
6. Appointment of Hon Accounts Examiner
7. Executive Committee Elections: all nominations, duly proposed and
seconded and with the consent of the nominee, should be in the hands of
the Hon Secretary, in writing, by 1 February 2018.
8. AOCB

Annual General Meeting 2018				
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Dining Room, Teviot Row
House, Edinburgh, on Thursday 22 February 2018 at 12 noon.
Present: Dr Michael Langdon, President, in the Chair; Mr Peter Freshwater, Editor;
Mr David A Lamb, Hon Secretary; Mr Finlay Marshall, Hon Treasurer; Miss Heather
Meikle, Interim Assistant Secretary; and 16 others who signed the register.
Apologies: Apologies were received from Helena Shanks.
1. Minutes and Matters Arising: The Minutes of the 2017 AGM were published in the
December 2017 issue of the Journal and there were no matters arising which would
not be dealt with later. The meeting approved the Minutes as an accurate record.
2. Finance: The Hon Treasurer presented the Accounts for the financial year ended
30 September 2017. He recognised a deficit of £1,247 compared to a surplus of
£2,555 in the previous year. The Treasurer referred to the detail of the accounts, in
particular the increased level of donations, for which the Association is very much
indebted to individual donors. He also referred to the Calendar published for the
year 2018. This had resulted in a surplus on the sales made so far. The remaining
stock was to be disposed of by way of promotional gift by the Association, or very
modest charge to members. He referred to the General Reserve now shown in the
5

University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018) 245

accounts. This was intended to provide for future commitments, e.g. the promotional
campaign for further members, and possible Calendar publication for the year 2020.
Publication of a Calendar for 2019 was not practicable on the available time scale.
After questions, the Accounts were duly approved by the meeting.
3. Editorial Report: (a) The Editorial Committee met twice during the year, in
September 2017 and again in February 2018.
(b) Two issues of the University of Edinburgh Journal, for June and December
2017, were published on time and within budget at a cost of £4026.87 for June and
£3858.65 for December, and were distributed to members and to other recipients.
They were well received, but a number of typographical and other errors were
noted. We have set in motion a new proofing schedule, which we hope will eliminate
the vast majority of errata. Encouraged by our recent ‘newsletter’ e-mails, it has
been gratifying that so many members as well as external contributors have been
willingly prepared to write for the Journal, and this we plan to foster.
(c) The June issue carried a questionnaire requesting feedback on the Journal
and on the Association. Responses to date have been few (approximately 60
responses overall), but all those on the Journal have been wholly positive, with 100%
of responses listing either ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ in favour of the Journal.
(d) Through the good offices of our printing consultant, Stephen Hansen-Just,
and the printer of the Journal, Cambrian Printers Ltd of Aberystwyth, the Association
published a Calendar for 2018 in association with the photographer Graeme Ross
of Beautiful Edinburgh Photography and the digital design studio DSDS Ltd. 2,500
copies were printed at a very advantageous cost. To date, 728 copies have been sold
at varying prices; this has covered the printing cost of £2317.88, and has generated
a total profit thus far of £979.62. The quality of the Calendar has been acclaimed by
recipients. Most sales were directly to members attending Association events and
through the University Visitor Centre. We were disappointed by the small number
of postal sales to members and by the few outlets prepared to take copies for sale,
but even those who couldn’t take it this year were impressed by its quality. Unsold
copies are being distributed to publicise the Association within the University. We
feel unable to publish a Calendar for 2019 but will consider seeking the Association’s
approval to produce one for 2020, with better advanced marketing, publicity and
distribution in University outlets and third-party sellers.
(e) Mr John R Sutherland, Assistant Editor, who designed the layout of the
Calendar, and produced the final digital artwork, as well as on the Journal, has kept
the Association’s website up to date and has established a Facebook page for the
Association. Through him we have become aware that the current website, which is
hosted by the grace and favour on the University Development & Alumni’s server, is
now out of date and encountering an increasing number of errors when accessed by
members. We also need more digital file space to store and provide adequate access
to the digitised back volumes of the Journal and the PDF copies of recent ones, as well
as a possible archive of images and committee minutes. We are exploring the options
for setting up an independent website for the Association, and this has highlighted
the need to review the Association’s relationship with the University. This has been
referred for action to the Association’s Executive Committee and Officers.
(f) Because of the extra work needed on the Calendar, further work on digitising
back volumes of the Journal, and on the Roll of Honour had been suspended
during the year, but is now resumed. Recruitment of new members was placed
on hold until a suitable replacement for Mrs Joan Meikle could be found, and will
proceed this year with the approval of the Executive Committee and permission
from the University.
246 University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018)

6

(g) As Editor, I have pleasure in recording my gratitude to Mr John R Sutherland,
Assistant Editor, Professor Ian Campbell, Convener, and all the members of the
Editorial Committee for their support and commitment over the year.
4. President’s Report: The President paid tribute to the support he had received
from the employees of the Association, the Office Bearers, and the members of the
Executive Committee in the discharge of his office during the year. This has been
a challenging year for the Association with the departure of our well-respected
Assistant Secretary, Mrs Joan Meikle, for family reasons at the end of September. Mrs
Meikle took great care to document all the procedures and information necessary to
run the office and this has proved extremely valuable.
The office has continued to function for the last four months due to the very
considerable assistance of Mr David Lamb, Mr Finlay Marshall, Mrs Oonagh Gray,
and Mrs Margaret Cochran, and the President expressed great appreciation for all
they have done. He also thanked Mr Peter Freshwater and Mr John R Sutherland
for the extra support they have given. It is hoped that in due course Mrs Meikle will
be able to return. In the meantime, the President confirmed that her daughter, Miss
Heather Meikle, has very recently joined the office and taken on the role of Assistant
Secretary on an interim basis.
Since the last AGM, the following events had taken place: - On Wednesday 26
April, a Members’ Lunch was held, in the Playfair Library with speaker Dr Hermione
Cockburn, Scientific Director of Dynamic Earth, on aspects of Edinburgh’s geology
and the contribution made by James Hutton;
On Thursday 11 May, a visit to Dynamic Earth was very successful;
On Tuesday 27 June, the Annual Reception & Buffet Supper was held in the
Playfair Library, with an attendance of 53 members and guests. The guest speaker
was Professor Sir Timothy O’Shea who spoke before dinner about much that has
happened at the University during the past 15 years in his term in office. At the event,
a cheque for £2,120 was presented to the Principal by Professor Stephen Hillier,
the amount received from Executive Committee members, Editorial Committee
members and Association members attending the event, following an e-mail
request for donations to the O’Shea Global Scholar’s Initiative. A letter of thanks
had been received from Sir Timothy. A letter had been sent to Sir Timothy offering
him an Honorary Presidency of the Association. A reply had been received in which
he expressed his pleasure in accepting this position. The President, accompanied
by Mrs Oonagh & Mr Tom Gray and Lady Lucinda Mackay as representatives of
the Association, attended The Ceremony of the Keys on 19 May at the Palace of
Holyroodhouse. This was at the invitation of the Purse Bearer to the Lord High
Commissioner as the Princess Royal, our Patron, was this year the Lord High
Commissioner to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. Our invitation
to this event was instead of an invitation to this year’s Royal Garden Party in July;
On Thursday 7 September, a guided visit was made to St Cecilia’s Hall;
On Tuesday 3 October, a Members’ Lunch took place, with guest speaker Mr
Iain Quinn, historian at Friends of TS Queen Mary;
On Wednesday 8 October, a Members’ Lunch took place, with guest speaker Dr
Stana Nenadic, Professor of Social and Cultural History at Edinburgh University;
The President laid a wreath on behalf of the Association at the Annual
Remembrance Service in the Old Quad.
On Saturday 25 November, a St Andrew’s Night Dinner was held at Pollock Halls
at which the Rector had spoken, and appropriate Scottish musical entertainment
was provided during the evening.
7

University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018) 247

An additional event for members of the Executive Committee and the Editorial
Committee was an informal Christmas buffet lunch party held in the office premises
on 13 December at 12 noon.
The President drew attention to the following future events: - 7 March: The
Annual Reception and Buffet Supper at 6.30 pm in the Playfair Library. The guest
speaker is Sir Geoffrey Palmer, scientist and anti-racism campaigner who also
undertakes charitable work with ex-offenders;
10 April: Members’ Lunch at 12.15 pm in the Playfair Library. The guest speaker
is Mr Chris Fleet, senior map curator at the National Library of Scotland, talking
about Bartholomew’s Maps;
10 May: Outing to the National Library of Scotland at 2 pm;
1 June: Outing to the McEwan Hall at 2 pm;
In addition, the Association has continued to host coffee mornings on the first
Saturday of each month (except January) and there is a good group of members
who come along. The experiment of hosting coffee mornings in Glasgow did not
generate sufficient interest to continue and consideration is now being given as to
whether a different form of contact might be more successful.
There has been some debate, both formal and informal, about the best way
forward for the Association. The Executive Committee has recently set up a subcommittee comprising the President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Mr
William Buchan to consider the options and report.
There has been recent constructive contact with Development & Alumni and it
is to be hoped that the Association may now be able to expect a growing mutually
beneficial working relationship with them. The President thanked Mr Ritchie
Walker and Mr Peter Freshwater for their help in developing this relationship.
Last year the reported membership total was 1,192. The figure currently stands
at 1,120. It did not prove possible to organise a recruitment campaign in 2017 but it
is anticipated that this will be addressed shortly.
5. Election of Office-bearers for 2018/19: President – Dr Langdon, having served
two years of the elected term, demitted office. Mrs Oonagh Gray, the current VicePresident, was nominated and duly elected as President.
Vice President – Mr David Gilmour was nominated and duly elected as VicePresident.
Honorary Secretary – Mr David Lamb was duly nominated and re-elected as
Honorary Secretary.
Honorary Treasurer – Mr Finlay Marshall was duly nominated and re-elected
as Honorary Treasurer.
6. Appointment of Honorary Accounts Examiner: Mr Eric Brown was duly
nominated and re-appointed.
7. Executive Committee Elections: the following were due to retire: - Mrs Margaret
Cochran, Mr Sam Trett, and Mrs Helena Shanks. The President thanked them for
their contributions during their time on the Executive Committee. Nominations
were duly received for the following: Prof Ian Campbell, Mr Jack McLaren, Prof
Stephen Hillier. These members were duly elected to serve.
8. Date of next meeting: the President said that the next AGM would be held on
Thursday 14 February 2019 at 12 noon and would be followed by a light sandwich
lunch. Consideration would be given to the venue, whether at the present venue at
Teviot Row House, or to return to the Raeburn Room in Old College.
The meeting closed at 12.50 pm with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
248 University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018)
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New Members in 2018
We are delighted to welcome the undernoted new members and invite them to send
us news of themselves or other graduates from time to time. Members are also
encouraged to invite friends and colleagues to join the Association.
Andrew M Bews
Ronald K Evans
Joan Grant (née MacKenzie)
Angus Gray
Joan M Houston
Isobel M Miller (née Paterson)
Lisa Neep
Lindy A Patterson
E Norah Smith
Hilary A Vandore (née Davies)
Martin B White
Pat Williams

BSc (Hons) 1961 PhD 1964
MSc 2016
MA 2002
BSc 1982
BSc (Hons) 1971 DipEd 1972
MA 1966
MA 2002
LLB 1980
MA 1963 PhD 1973
MA 1968 MBA 1984
PhD 1985
MBChB 1968

Donations in 2018
The undernoted members have responded to our appeals for voluntary contributions
and we wish to thank them most warmly for their generosity. Several anonymous
contributions have also been received.
David H A Boyd, Edinburgh
Eiona I Conacher, Edinburgh
Icilda E Kirnon, USA
David Lamb, Edinburgh
Lucinda L Mackay, Edinburgh
Jack McLaren, Edinburgh

Valerie D Robertson, Edinburgh
Gerald F Storey, Nairn
John Severn, Australia
Ritchie Walker, Edinburgh
Charles B Waterston, Edinburgh

News of Members
Lady Lucinda L Mackay MA 1965 held an exhibition at the Torrance Gallery,
36 Dundas Street, Edinburgh, entitled ‘Travelling Light’, which ran from
1st to 15th September 2018. The Graduates’ Association is very grateful for
her continued support and generous donations to our ongoing work.
The Graduates’ Association would like to extend our thanks to the family
and estate of the late Dr Carey B Singleton (1930-2018), from which our
Editorial Office received an extremely generous legacy bequest. Members
can read an obituary for Dr Singleton included with the December 2017
issue of the Journal, on page 155.
9
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University and Alumni Notes
Edinburgh University Futures Institute

T

he University’s Futures Institute, set up last year by Principal Sir Timothy
O’Shea and Rector Mr Steve Morrison as part of the City Deal, is being
established in the prestigious Gothic majesty of the old Edinburgh Royal
Infirmary building in Lauriston Place. The June 2018 issue of the Journal
included an article by Mr Morrison on pages 193-196 , which outlines some
details on the Futures Institute.

Honorary Degree for Jim Haynes

M

any of our older members will remember Jim Haynes, Edinburgh
alumnus, who opened the Paperback Bookshop (‘At the Sign of the
Rhinoceros‘) in Charles Street in the late 1950s, co-organised the Scottish
Writers’ Conference in the McEwan Hall in 1961, and who founded the
Traverse Theatres in Edinburgh and London. We are delighted that Edinburgh
Napier University has honoured him with an Honorary Doctorate and extend
to him our sincere congratulations. The June 2013 issue of the Journal included
a short article on the commemoration of Haynes’ bookshop on page 15.

Erratum and Apologium

W

e sincerely apologise to Dr Ann Smyth, Secretary of the General Council,
for having twice mis-spelled her name in the June 2018.
The Journal would also like to apologise for omitting that Quiping Yin is
professor of English at Hangzhou Normal University (48: 4, p. 230).

Welcome Ceremony for Freshers

G

raduates’ Association President Mrs Oonagh Gray and Journal Editor
Mr Peter Freshwater were delighted to be invited to robe and join the
platform procession for the Welcome Ceremony to Freshers in the newlyrefurbished McEwan Hall on Monday 10th September.

Lunches for the Principal

M

embers of the Graduates’ Association Executive and Editorial
Committees were very pleased that Principal Peter Mathieson was
able to join them in the Association’s rooms on Wednesday 12th September
for a light lunch and informal discussion on the future of the Graduates’
Association in the University. We do urge as many members as possible to
attend the lunchtime meeting of the Association, which the Principal will
address and continue the discussion, on Wednesday 23rd January. Further
details can be found on the Events page inside the front cover of this Journal.
Those able and planning to attend are encouraged to re-read the Principal’s
address to the General Council which was published in the June 2018 issue
of the Journal, on pages 171-189.
250 University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018)
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Prof Peter Mathieson, Mr David Lamb (Hon Secretary) & Lady Lucinda Mackay

From left to right: Mr John R Sutherland (Assist Editor), Prof Peter Mathieson,
Mr David Lamb (Hon Secretary), Lady Lucinda Mackay, Mr William Buchan,
Dr Michael Langdon, Mrs Oonagh Gray (President), Mr Finlay Marshall
(HonTreasurer) & Mrs Joan Meikle (Assist Secretary).
11
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History of the University:
Reformation to Information
How well do you know the history of the University of Edinburgh
- your University? Why not sign up for a short course:

A History of the University
Course Times & Enrolment
Mondays, from 15th April 2019 2:10pm - 4:00pm • (5 classes) Central
Tutor: Ian Wotherspoon MA MBA PhD
(Course Code HS257-301)
£64.00
For more information, and to enrol for the course, please visit:
https://www.course-bookings.lifelong.ed.ac.uk/courses/HS/history/
HS257/a-history-of-the-university-of-edinburgh/
Course Summary
This course offers a unique opportunity to explore and study the rich
history of the University of Edinburgh since its foundation in 1583,
gaining access to the University’s material, culture and heritage. The
course will consider the establishment of the institution initially as the
Tounis College, the curriculum through the centuries, the contributions
of teachers and students, and the university’s contribution to knowledge,
cultural and political life at home and overseas.
There are no pre-requisites for enrolment.
Content of Course
- Historical overview; The Tounis College, 1583-2000
- The Expanding University - Humanities & Social Science
- Embracing the Modern World - Science, Engineering, and Medicine
- Students, Alumni and Overseas Connections
- Visit - the University’s Core Historic Area, the University Library, and
the Centre for Research Collections.
Teaching Method(s)
The course will be taught via interactive lecture, illustrated with slides,
and group discussion. Students will be introduced to a range of historical
sources which they will analyse and discuss. Classroom discussion will
be complemented by site visits to historic University buildings and access
to the University’s archives for primary source viewing and analysis.
Concessions and Discounts:
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/short-courses/student-info/help-with-fees
252 University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018)
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Birthday Honours List
Order of Companions of Honour
Dr Richard Henderson CH
BSc 1966 HonDSc 2008
Molecular Biologist and Biophysicist,
Medical Research Council Laboratory
of Molecular Biology
Knight Bachelor
Prof Sir James Hough OBE FRS FRSE
HonDSc 2017
Associate Director, Institute for
Gravitational Research, Glasgow
Order of the British Empire
Dame Commanders
Rt Hon Dame Eleanor F Laing DBE MP
BA 1980 LLB 1982
Member of Parliament for Epping Forest
Commanders
Ms Barbara P Allison CBE
MBA 1993
Director, Communications, Ministerial
Support & Facilities, Scottish Govt.
Mr Alexander H M Begbie CBE
MBA 1996
Chief People Officer, Standard Life

Officers
Mr Robin C M Harper OBE
Former Rector
Chairman, Scottish Wildlife Trust
Members
Prof Ronald A Chadwick MBE
Honorary Staff
Individual Merit Research Scientist,
British Geological Survey
Prof Andrew A Calder MBE
Former Staff
Chair, Tenovus Scotland
Dr Anne M C Ferguson MBE
MSc 1992 PhD 2000
Director of Nursing, Midwifery and
Allied Health Professions,
NHS Education for Scotland
Mr Iain A Gunn MBE
MA 1955 LLB 1957
Chief, Clan Gunn
Dr Bridget McCalister MBE
MBChB 1987
Founder and Secretary,
The Driving Force

Prof Lorna A Dawson CBE
BSc 1979
Principal Soil Scientist,
James Hutton Institute
Dr Alison J Elliot CBE
MA 1970 PhD 1976 HonDD 2005
Associate Director, Centre for Theology
and Public Issues, Edinburgh
Prof Carole Hillenbrand CBE
PhD 1979
Emerita Professor, Islamic History,
University of Edinburgh
Dr Ethel Quayle CBE
Staff
Reader in Clinical Psychology, COPINE
Research Project, Edinburgh
13

Prof Robert Steele CBE
BSc 1974 MBChB 1977
Senior Research Professor, Prevention,
Early Detection and Treatment of
Colorectal Cancer, Dundee

Mr Robert Craig MBE
BSc 1999
Programme Director, Niassa Reserve,
Mozambique
Medallists
Mr Archibald C Baird BEM
MRCVS 1954
Curator, Heritage of Gold Museum,
Gullane
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Support UEGA Online

I

n our modern society, with its ever-increasing focus on paperless
communications and transactions, very few organisations can operate
without adopting electronic systems. While our Administration and
Editorial offices will always endeavour to communicate with members using
their preferred method, we strongly encourage our membership at large to
embrace the use of e-mail, to engage with the Graduates’ Association using
our newly-designed website and Facebook page, and to avail themselves of
online banking services wherever possible.
There are two very simple and compelling reasons behind this message.
Firstly, purely electronic communications, while lacking the very personal
appeal of a written letter, cost virtually nothing to send. Using e-mail instead
of letters or telephone calls, and processing electronic monetary transactions
instead of cashing cheques, is one of the simplest and most effective means
of reducing office costs and overall paper waste. Secondly, e-mail, website
updates, and Facebook posts are sent and published almost instantaneously,
allowing us to share information and engage with our membership much
more efficiently, and with a reciprocity not so easily available otherwise.
There are a number of benefits to using online platforms to engage with
UEGA. Members can find all of the information they require to communicate
with our offices or to attend events using our website. Facebook posts
regarding UEGA events and affairs are constantly being published.
Members can like, share, and comment on these Facebook posts to further
engage with UEGA and the extended alumni community, or message us
directly to make suggestions or submissions to the Journal. That being said,
we feel it important to stress that we are committed to producing a Journal
as a printed item and will gladly continue to do so. Members who wish to
receive a PDF copy of the Journal instead of or in addition to a printed copy
should contact the Editorial office at gradassoc@ed.ac.uk
Many may feel that establishing an e-mail address, a Facebook page,
or using online banking is more trouble than it is worth or feel unable to
complete the process without guidance. Most e-mail providers, as well as
major banks and Facebook itself, provide the user with detailed step-bystep guides on setting up and using their particular services. Our offices will
always be available to advise.
In short, we encourage our members to:
- Contact us using a valid e-mail address, ensuring future e-mail
communications
- Visit www.uega.co.uk regularly to access event information and news
- Like our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/uegradassoc/), and share
it with family and friends
- Engage with UEGA using online banking when purchasing tickets or
renewing subscription services

We at UEGA are grateful for the continued support of our membership, and
hope that they can adopt some or all of the suggestions above to help UEGA
in its goal of creating and maintaining an alumni community.
254 University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018)
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Colour Collaboration: Architectural Education
and the Live Project
by Prof Fiona McLachlan
Fiona McLachlan is Professor of Architectural Practice at the University of Edinburgh
and is an architect and educator. She teaches architectural design and professional practice
and is a past Head of the Edinburgh School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture
(ESALA). She is the author of Architectural Colour in the Professional Palette (2012),
and a co-author of Colour Strategies in Architecture (2015).
‘The point of departure of the Live Project is that collaboration and
collective endeavour are at the heart of pedagogic purpose’
(Warren, 2014-162)

The Invitation

I

n my experience, some of the most successful and enjoyable projects
stem from a chance meeting between individuals who feel a mutual
connection. An invitation from Trevor Cromie of Artlink to give a talk
on colour and well-being in 2016 at the Royal Edinburgh Mental Health
Hospital led to my first visit to the Pentland Dementia Ward. Artlink, an arts
and disability charity, has established links to the University particularly
through Music, Art and Architecture in Edinburgh College of Art. They
have been working with staff, patients and relatives in the Pentland Ward
for two years, in addition to providing activities for a wide range of people
from their base in the hospital grounds.
The visit was a profoundly moving experience. The ward is home to 1214 male dementia patients, but was not custom-designed. All walls were
the same monotonous pale yellow, the meandering internal corridors were
disorienting and the shared communal spaces lacking in character. While it
is clearly preferable to support independent living at home, or in care home
environments, the residents of this hospital ward exhibit high levels of
stress and distress, paranoia or delusions. The men are all at different stages
of the illness, with different abilities and symptoms. The ethos of the ward
is to support each patient as an individual. The Senior Staff Nurse, Frank
Charleston, has been remarkably keen to respond to ideas, noting ‘[…] if it
works even for one person, then […] it is worth doing’. Their south facing
garden now includes chickens, planters and an astonishing geodesic dome
– made by a patient in collaboration with the sculptor, James McLardy.
The statistics on the likely growth of dementia in a global, ageing population
make for sobering reading. Scotland is making major contributions through
the Stirling Dementia Services Development Centre and the University of
Edinburgh has two research centres – the Centre for Dementia Prevention
and the Centre for Research on the Experience of Dementia. Further research
focuses on trying to replicate how people experience space, or to measure
how the brain reacts to stimuli, for example, through music or the external
environment.1 Colour is a complex phenomenon which psychologists will
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explain is subject to both ‘bottom-up’ (sensory) and ‘top-down’ (cognitive)
processing. This interdependency can help us to understand colour as
wholly contingent on social, cultural and personal memories as well as
on individual physiology, material surface, light conditions and spatial
configurations. As cognitive capacity deteriorates, therefore, the sensory
experience of colour, which is dependant on cognitive interpretation, can
also be dulled. As the eyes grow dim, or as sight yellows in old age, the
perception of colour and space may also alter.
Colour in Architectural Design

M

y main research topic for the last ten years has been the use of colour
in architectural design. It is a neglected topic, and a previous project
‘Colour Collection’ confirmed that it had ceased to be taught in all but one
architecture school in the UK.2 In September 2017, I established a new 4th
year elective course ‘On Colour: in Architecture’ here in the University of
Edinburgh. The course is research-led, both from my perspective as part of
ongoing explorations, and by research conducted by the students through
self-directed projects.
Until the invitation to give a public talk at the hospital, I had shied away
from tackling issues of colour and well-being. This is a territory filled with
pseudo-science and dogma, much of which does not seem to be based
on rigorous research. (Tofle, 2004) Care homes may follow guidelines for
‘dementia-friendly design’, but without design training this can result in a
poorly informed, misplaced use of colour, or a tick-box application of advice.
It quickly became apparent that there was an opportunity to bring teaching
and research together through a ‘Live Project’ on colour in the Pentland
Ward. A successful application for an Innovative Initiative Grant provided
the seed funding, and the project developed as an opportunity to co-design
an installation together with staff and families, which was simultaneously a
vehicle through which to teach the students aspects of colour design theory.
Design Development

T

he aim of the project was to enhance the everyday lives of all of the
users of the ward, and not solely focus on the patients. The design
developed over the summer of 2017 through consultation, using sketches
to initiate discussion to identify specific locations in the ward. There was
a clear consensus that the ward felt institutional, lacked joy, was dull and
overwhelmingly – yellow. Some places were particularly problematic
where patients would get stuck at the end of a corridor, attracted by a dark
bedroom door.
The colour design had to address these issues but through a limited
installation as opposed to conventional re-decoration. As an architect, the
site specific context is normally the starting point, not only the physical
context, but also the less tangible, social and metaphysical contexts - the
use of space, the quality of light and sunpath. Two conceptual themes
emerged, which have informed the design response, namely ‘destinations’
and ‘directions’. The staff and carers identified a need for the shared spaces
256 University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018)
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to be more homely, varied and sophisticated, and to define places within
the circulation areas where partners and families can sit with their relatives
beyond their own bedrooms. To aid wayfinding, the use of colour and
graphic motifs would highlight strategic intersections.
The final palette of colours agreed with the users was stronger and more
varied than anticipated. The installation took place with student volunteers
on a rota, most of whom had not previously painted on this scale. Painting
walls throughout a working dementia ward, with students exposed to
challenging behaviours from vulnerable patients is a risky endeavour and
required considerable ethical and logistical planning. Projects such as this
may not go quite as planned, and may require an agile, sensitive response,
but these can also be the most compelling reasons to involve students as
part of their studies.
Grit in the Oyster

L

‘

ive projects’ have been a persistent feature of architectural education
and are beginning to be theorised and elevated as a valid form of
pedagogy. Projects come in a variety of forms, from community self-build
to project facilitation, yet they tend to share a common ground. They offer
a place of learning that sits somewhere in the space between practice and
academic study (Morrow, 2014). Collaboration is essential in architecture.
The studio is a vital space for peer to peer learning, and carefully crafted
design briefs allow the student to develop through a process of enquiry,
yet education is regularly criticised as remote, if it remains situated in the
hermetically-sealed, safe intellectual space of the studio.
Knowledge comes in different forms and through different routes.
Practice-based knowledge may come through doing, as defined by Donald
Schön’s ‘Reflective Practitioner’ (Schön, 2008), or where ‘making is thinking’
in Richard Sennett’s ‘The Craftsman’. Learning through active, physical
engagement with a real-life issue leading to a defined product, may be
arguably deeper and longer lasting, as it can involve a physical connection
and time away from conventional settings. The University recognises
the importance of externality, outreach and knowledge exchange within
education, either within formal courses or through voluntary work that can
be recognised by the Edinburgh Award.
Central to most live projects are collaborations with real people, real lives
that may be full of complexities and people who may be vulnerable. Some
of their value comes from the fact that they can be gritty and unpredictable,
messy and contingent. They have restrictions of health and safety, ethics,
budget and logistics all of which must be negotiated - the essence of real life
experience and valuable for those very reasons. For architecture students,
live projects offer the opportunity to reflect back on their formal learning,
to dwell in the moment, to ponder and to question the relevance of their
studies. They do not replicate architectural practice and it is vital that
pro-bono work is carefully defined so that it does not rob practitioners of
work. The project at the Royal Edinburgh Hospital therefore sits within this
established tradition of the Live Project in architectural education.
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University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018) 257

Students painting the ward, November 2017. Photography by Prof Fiona McLachlan.

The Edinburgh School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture
(ESALA) has undertaken many disparate outreach projects. In 2014,
lecturers Liam Ross and Lisa Moffitt established ‘ESALA Projects’, with
an Innovation Initiative Grant. The Projects Office follows the model of
other architecture schools, notably at Sheffield, and the CASS in London,
but with a loose collaborative framework of participating staff who will
bring projects – normally short term – into the umbrella of the office.3 The
collaboration encourages, collects and records these activities and provides
an opportunity for direct public engagement through pop-up exhibitions.
We have been careful to establish working protocols from the outset. The
work ebbs and flows and we turn down many projects that do not fit the
defined aims and protocols. The office must remain agile and responsive.
Unlike in other schools, there are no dedicated staff, and colleagues fit the
work between the cracks. A key aim therefore is to ensure that the work
258 University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018)
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undertaken has a pedagogic value in bringing students and staff together
exploring relationships between teaching and research, has a social value
and has some research value.
A good example was the Baltic Street Wikihouse project (MacLaren
and McLachlan, 2013-15). This came out of a fourth year MA (Honours)
architectural design studio – ‘Destination Dalmarnock: Civic Fabrications’.
Over five successive years, the studio worked with the playground staff,
families and children, initially with small scale projects of rope bridges
and sand pits. The collaborations culminated in the design and build of a

Completed Wayfinding Graphics. Photography by Prof Fiona McLachlan.
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‘Wiki-house’ using downloaded software to cut plywood structures that
children aged 3-9 hammered together with rubber mallets, assisted by
student volunteers. This project was particularly successful because the
architecture students joined on site with trainees from a large contractor
(BAM Construction). The following year, the staff took a step back and the
students and trainees worked together on the Phase 2 ‘Clad the Wikihouse’
project. By then a group of the graduates had formed their own nascent
practice – ‘Civic Soup’ – and were based in the ESALA Projects office
space. The project was recognised through the University CAHSS award
of Outstanding Contribution to Student Experience to Alex MacLaren in
2016, and the student team were award winners in the Festival of Creative
Learning in 2017. Research papers have also been published reflecting on
various aspects of the project in terms of pedagogy, social responsibility and
social inclusion. (MacLaren, 2016), (Scott, McLachlan and Brookfield, 2018).
The successful use of the office by Civic Soup has led to a prototype for a
residency, that could provide a kind of incubation for a similar agency, with
business skills offered by way of input. One of the factors in the development
of Civic Soup has been collaboration between peers based on shared values
as the group has evolved engaging students in later years.
Follow the Money

A

postscript to this is to reflect on the funding. The project was funded by
an Innovative Initiative Grant, through University Alumni. The sum of
£2,250 was then supplemented by Dulux, who responded without hesitation to
a request for heavily discounted paint and decoration equipment. The labour
was provided free by the students and me (although essentially weekday
time is gifted to the project by the University). The budget allowed for all
equipment, paint and materials, overalls, exhibition posters and an opening
reception, and publication of a pamphlet documenting the project. The scale
of the gain for all concerned is disproportionate to the minimal budget:
‘The painting of the ward was one of the few real projects I have
done during my time at university. It proved that the colouration of
buildings can affect experiences and influence reactions. Comparing
the behaviour of the patients living in the ward before and after the
project, it is clear that colour is not a supplementary aspect in the
experience of spaces but one that can change how we perceive and
interact with our surroundings. It is, therefore, crucial for architects
as well as academia to pay more attention in the consideration of
colour in architecture as an aspect that requires to be consciously
designed and not as one that is simply decorative.’
(Stelios Polyviou, 4th year architecture student)

Much of dementia-friendly design is focussed on the behaviour of the
patients; the focus of this project was on the live experience of all users
of the ward, the nursing and medical staff, care staff, and particularly
the partners and families of the patients. It is debatable whether the men
themselves have an awareness of the change, but the staff nurse has noted
two significant observations. Firstly, that one of the most problematical
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corners of the corridor where a number of the men would get stuck has
ceased to be such a problem. The strong colour and pattern introduced does
seem to trigger or engage spatial awareness and aid wayfinding. Secondly,
the use of a different colour wrapping around particular spaces within
the circulation and in the dining room may have contributed to a general
reduction in recorded incidents. The men seem to use the ward differently,
and disperse around the ward to sit with a relative or carer, which reduces
stress and tension.
‘This project is a great example of how patients’ quality of life
on the ward can be enhanced by different organisations working
together and combining skillsets to effect positive change.’
(Trevor Cromie, Artlink June 2018)

The project has been disseminated through a conference paper for the
International Colour Association (AIC) and a small pop-up exhibition in the
ESALA Projects office. It is an example of the direct application of research
and knowledge exchange to the benefit of a specific group of people living
with dementia, their relatives and nursing staff.
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Poetry from Sumantra Baral

I

n our June 2018 issue of the Journal, we published a selection of creative
pieces by students of SUISS, including two poems by Sumantra Baral.
We’d like to apologise to Sumantra for mis-spelling his name. Members are
invited to enjoy another piece by Sumantra below:

Photograph
We blend into the horizon,
A reflection clashed in the mirror of words—
shattered, bleeding, wounded, lost.
I stand alone in the middle of fractured language.
Limbs tired and paralyzed,
numb pages and ink,
forgot how to collect and arrange.
The sun arose and letters burnt.
I could smell the tissues, nerves and veins
And love, now long gone
hardly cares to meet words
And language never cared to shelter.

Sumantra Baral

Sumantra Baral is pursuing an MA in English at Amity University, Kolkata, India. He
has varied research interests including Bengal Studies, Visual Arts and Aesthetics, Disaster
Studies and Violence Studies. He is Currently working on the Visual representation of 1943
Bengal Famine and Trauma.

A Date to Save for your Diary

Graduates’ Association Lunch to Meet
Principal Peter W Mathieson

Come and have lunch with the Graduates’ Association
in the University’s beautiful Playfair Library Hall, Old College,
and meet Principal Peter W Mathieson.
Hear him speak about his hopes and plans for the University.
Wednesday 23 January 2019 at 12.15pm
in the Playfair Library Hall, Old College

To purchase tickets, please e-mail or write to:

Assistant Secretary
UEGA, 1fR, 18 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9LN
gradassoc.admin@ed.ac.uk

We encourage members to bring guests to our events.
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Firbush - A Point in Time
by Will Nettleton
Will Nettleton graduated from Moray House with a B Ed Phys Ed Hons in 1994. He
has worked for the past 17 years at Clifton Hall School where he is head of Physical
Education. He is also a qualified Duke of Edinburgh Assessor at bronze, silver and gold,
a pool life guard and Alpine Ski Leader. He is married with three children and lives in
Linlithgow, where he hopes to pass on his love for the great outdoors to his children.

N

ow celebrating fifty years in business it seemed fitting to bring this
wonderful centre to the fore and celebrate a place synonymous
with happy memories of outdoor adventure, cold feet, red
cheeks, splashing around in Loch Tay, and adventuring in the wilds of
central Scotland. Since opening as the first of its kind in October 1967 at
the then considerable sum of £50,000, the centre has seen large numbers of
Edinburgh University students, graduates, staff, friends and families make
the one-and-a-half hour journey from the capital and cross its threshold,
yet I am not sure architect Anthony Forward, Head of Physical Education
Laurie Liddell or Lord Cameron, the man who opened the centre in 1967,
would have envisaged the way the centre has managed to manoeuvre its
way through the years.
From a cabin across the water, built at the same time as Firbush by my
grand-father Laurie Liddell, I have been privileged to watch the comings
and goings for the last 40 years. I have attended courses at the centre,
enjoyed nights in its famous in-house bar, and still have a link as one of my
good friends Tom is a full-time member of the Education staff. (Look out
for his cheeky face and unique wit if visiting.) In the same way my parents
and grandparents did, I have a real passion for the area, and have enjoyed
years of hill-walks, paddles, cycles and other adventures across the same
routes and paths as my family before me. My mother tells me stories of
the centre’s conception, of the original site being Fir Point, but a family
conversation concluding the pine tree on the point was more of a bush, and
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its name was born. Another time she told of being crammed in the back of
grandad’s Morris Oxford with a large cardboard version of the plans and
structure on a visit to the first proposed site on Rannoch Moor taking up
most of the back seat. Thankfully this site fell through and the Clan Macnab
finally agreed to sell the land at Loch Tay, perfect and future-proof, as its
proximity to Scotland’s central belt and surroundings of stunning beauty
lend themselves to all outdoor pursuits.
With this insight you notice changes in time, personnel, and facilities. You
hear stories from within and outwith the walls from and about legends of
the place like Colin Cruickshank, Les Berrow, Denis Rewt, and Bob Walker,
who are still seen regularly seen around the centre. Especially for the Arcadia
weekends, when our Scottish roots are shared with our American cousins. You
hear tales of the black hut days, about two-week sea-kayaking expeditions and
four days trapped in a snow-hole waiting for the weather to break. Around
the place you see mementos of days gone by, like wooden skis and canvas
kayaks. On the log walls there are photos from a snow-hole, Canadian tribal
artwork, book shelves containing outdoor education books from the sixties,
and the whole place smells of history and feels like home to the thousands
of members of the Firbush Club. The original accommodation was furnished
with bunks and furniture from the great luxury cruise ship, The Mauritania,
while the original copper wiring and fuse boxes give a great insight into the
long-term plans for the ship like structure, and fabric of the building itself.
Many activities remain the same as they always have, with visitors enjoy
sailing, canoeing, hill walking, climbing, biking, cross-country skiing, windsurfing, angling, golfing, gorge walking, and orienteering. There are signs of
changing times, with paddle-boarding and mountain-biking become more
popular. The traditional science and field study groups still enjoy regular
visits, yet now alongside tango dancing and yoga groups.
There is a slight changing of the guard amongst the centre staff too as
Rosie approaches retirement. House staff Angela and Morag continue to
keep the place hospitable, and Steven maintains equipment and continues
to help with instruction. Tom and Chris instruct full-time alongside the evergreen Owen, and the whole place continues to run like a well-oiled machine;
ever welcoming and smile inducing as the years drift by on the wind and
waves of the mercurial Loch Tay, ever-present and visible through the
dining room helm of the good ship Firbush. All around are the visible sights
of adventures past and future. Across the water looms Tarmachan Ridge,
Bheinns Ghlas and Lawers. To the east the great Schiehallion and to the
west Sronachlachan, Bheinn More and the rivers Dochart and Lochay, along
with countless other peaks, ridges, rivers, trails and forests. The playground
of the gods, created for the students and staff of Edinburgh University, and
enjoyed and loved by tens of thousands of people over the past fifty years,
and who knows how many years to come. However, I have the sneaking
suspicion it will be as popular and busy for the next fifty.
Though the price is no longer £1 per day, and courses are a little more
costly than the 1967 price of £2, the costs are reasonable and the service and
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welcome are as friendly as ever. Plastic
canoes have replaced canvas ones;
skis are now carbon-fibre instead of
wood or steel; bikes are light-weight,
disc-braked, suspension bearing trail
gobblers, rather than solid steel, three
geared basket bearers; and boats are now
fibre-glass hulled, carbon-fibre-masted
wave skippers, rather than clinker-built,
wood and canvas bearing, mahogany
benched masterpieces of craftsmanship.
However, through the passage of time the
wooden building, the name, the stories
and the surroundings remain constant,
endearing, mercurial, warm, welcoming
and, let’s face it downright beautiful. If
you are lucky, as I have been, and already
enjoyed the wonders of the area, or want
to book in, make the trip and enjoy all
that lies awaiting your arrival, why not
come along and join the Firbush Club.
History of Firbush

I

n 1959 the University authorities gave approval in principle to a request
from the Director of Physical Education to establish a Field Centre,
primarily for instructional purposes in mountain and water sports. The
Highland areas within a hundred miles of Edinburgh were then searched for
a suitable sight. Early negotiations with landowners in Rannoch and Lawers
areas, followed by experimental courses from tented bases, occupied the
period 1960-63. After many early disappointments, the Macnabs of Killin
welcomed the project and generously sold 6.25 Acres around Fir Point
to the University. The University Court granted various sums of money,
mainly from the Appeal fund, to finance the project for which in 1963, A
C M Forward, Lecturer in the Department of Architecture, was appointed
as architect. His design for the field centre, based on draft plans prepared
by L E Liddell, Director of the Department of Physical Education, is the
fine Norwegian pine log building, opened formally by Lord Cameron,
Chancellor’s Assessor, on the 7th October 1967. Work on the foundations
started in January 1966, and the majority of the building and fitting carried
out by local contractor Bill Stitt and Joiner George Smith. The University
Grants Court gave grants to furnish and equip the Centre, which, with
professional fees, involved the capital outlay of around £50,000.
Future of Firbush

T

he whole centre is due for refurbishment in the coming years and with
these developments, the future of this extraordinary centre looks bright,
and its legacy will be preserved for generations to come.
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Images:
Page 263: Original 1967 Brochure.
Page 264, Upper: Sketch of the bunk room.
Page 264, Lower: Sketch of the harbour.
Page 266, Upper: The current well-equipped store.
Page 267, Lower: The current conference space.
Page 267: My parents and grandparents on opening day with Bheinn Lawyers.
Page 268, Upper: Paddling past the Black Hut.
Page 268, Lower: Original 1967 Map of the Area included with Brochure.
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Edward Irving and Edinburgh
by Randall Reinhard. Photography by Hannah Cooper
Randall Reinhard is currently a PhD candidate in the School of History, Classics and
Archaeology at the University of Edinburgh. His research focuses on Edward Irving,
Thomas Carlyle, and the making of the 'Victorian Prophet'. Originally from Texas,
Randall also graduated from Edinburgh with an MSc in Intellectual History in 2014.

I

n the early 1820s an Edinburgh University alumnus took London by
storm. The Reverend Edward Irving was a minister in the Church of
Scotland who had accepted a call to the Caledonian Chapel in Hatton
Garden, where he soon gained the ear of literary men, government ministers,
and the nobility. The content of his discourses, his antiquated phraseology
and expressive gestures, and his Scottish accent and physical features (he
was over 6 feet tall and said to be quite handsome except for a squint in one
eye), all helped to crowd his church every Sunday while carriages queued
down the block. The newspapers followed his every move, and, at the height
of his popularity, he was the talk of the town.
But before all that, he was an undergraduate at Edinburgh University.
Born in Annan in historic Dumfriesshire in 1792, young Edward’s family was
able to send him and his brother John off to university when Edward was
thirteen years old. His nineteenth-century biographer, Margaret Oliphant,
has described his time at university in some detail. The boys lived together
near the college and were left to themselves to navigate that ‘abstract mass
of class-rooms, museums, and libraries’ that made up the university.1 At
the undergraduate level, Irving, with an eye towards the ministry, would
have studied Latin and Greek, Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, and
Moral Philosophy. Oliphant provides some touching glimpses into the little
household, as she describes the gifts from home ‘full of oatmeal, cheese, and
other homely necessities’.2
In 1809, Irving took his MA and began attending the Divinity Hall at
Edinburgh as a ‘partial’ student preparing for the examinations necessary
for ordination in the Church of Scotland. During this time, he worked as a
teacher at a school in Haddington in East Lothian, a position he had secured
through the patronage of Edinburgh professors John Leslie and Alexander
Christison. In 1812, again on the recommendations of Leslie and Christison,
Irving took a teaching position at the new academy in Kirkcaldy in Fife
(it was here that he would later meet the young Thomas Carlyle when
he began teaching at a nearby school). Irving would attend the Divinity
Hall irregularly to deliver prescribed discourses, and his studies there
would have included Theology, Ecclesiastical History, and Hebrew. The
‘coursework’ for those students destined to become ministers was set by
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland; at this time, it comprised
an exegesis in Latin on a doctrinal controversy, a homily (or moralising
discourse) in English, a lecture on some portion of Scripture, and a popular
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sermon. Following the successful completion of these requirements, Irving
was duly licensed to preach by the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy in June 1815. For
several years after receiving his licence, he struggled to find a pulpit, first
moving back to Edinburgh briefly, and then, in 1819, taking a position as
assistant to the eminent Scottish divine Thomas Chalmers, who was busy at
that time implementing his scheme for social reform in the impoverished St
John’s parish in Glasgow.
After a brief period of seriously
considering missionary work, an
opportunity finally arose, and in 1822
Irving followed the call to London.
Within months of his move, an off-hand
comment made by George Canning
in the House of Commons regarding a
phrase Irving had used in a sermon was
said to have led to his sudden popularity.
He was, by all accounts, the most
popular preacher in London at this time,
and his group of friends in the capital
included Samuel Taylor Coleridge, from
whom Irving claimed to have benefitted
greatly. It soon became apparent that the
old Caledonian Chapel could not hold all
of Irving’s admirers, so work began on
a new ‘National Scotch Church’, which
opened in 1827. It was at the height of
his power and popularity in London though that Irving faced a dilemma.
The Kirk Session of St Cuthbert in Edinburgh had initiated the building of a
new chapel to accommodate more people; this resulted in the construction
of Hope Park Chapel. A call was sent in 1825 to Irving to become minister at
the new church, requiring him to choose between London and Edinburgh.
His letters from the time indicate just how tough this decision was for him.
Irving had composed a letter to his London congregation in which he laid
out the reasons for accepting and refusing the call. Ultimately, he felt that
he had not yet completed his divine mission for which he had been sent to
London, and the abject state of the Church of Scotland in the metropolis
convinced him to stay.
Despite his decision to remain in London, Irving always retained a
desire to preach to his countrymen and, in 1828 and 1829, he returned to
Edinburgh to deliver a series of discourses to huge crowds. In the mid1820s, he had begun studying the Biblical prophecies with a close group
of associates, and he attempted to interpret and predict when some of the
calamities foretold in the prophetic books would occur, with the Battle of
Armageddon for example due to be concluded by 1846. He increasingly saw
himself and his generation to be living in the end times, and he accordingly
pointed out the lapses and failings of British society like an Old Testament
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prophet. He decided in 1828 to carry out a preaching tour to Scotland,
corresponding with the sitting of the General Assembly in Edinburgh in
May, in order to warn his countrymen and turn them away from their
infidelity. He preached twelve lectures on his interpretation of the Book of
Revelations from 22 May to 4 June 1828 in St Andrew’s Church on the east
end of George St. During the course of this lecture series, the venue was
changed to the West Church (now St Cuthbert’s in the shadow of Castle
Hill, though the present church on the site was built later in the century).
Despite this being the largest church in the city, it often overflowed during
his lectures, testifying to the popularity which he still enjoyed. Following
this, he took his tour around the country, preaching in Fife, the Glasgow
area, and Dumfriesshire to tens of thousands of people. This was largely
successful, except for an incident in Kirkcaldy. On the day he was due to
preach in the town where he used to live, the crowd had gathered in the
church early, and the combined weight of the audience caused a balcony
to collapse leading to a panic and crush which killed several dozen people.
This disaster was reported in the newspapers around the country. The
following year, Irving returned to Edinburgh again during May, this time
preaching in Hope Park Chapel (just east of the Meadows, what was then
Hope Park), the same church to which he had refused the call in 1825. (This
church can still be seen as Queen’s Hall, now a performance and Fringe
venue.) This time Irving was asked to join the Commissioner at a dinner
at which he sat next to Sir Walter Scott. Again, Irving preached in the
surrounding towns and countryside, with thousands of people travelling
miles to hear the celebrity preacher. One outdoor sermon in his home town
of Annan was said to have drawn nearly ten thousand people.
The years following these
tours were filled with controversy
and trials for Edward Irving. His
views on the human nature of
Christ which he had published
widely drew criticism from
the Church and its members.
Meanwhile a group in western
Scotland had begun exhibiting
manifestations of the Holy Spirit,
including faith healing and
speaking in ‘tongues’. This group
soon became connected with
Irving, and in 1831, members of
his congregation were speaking
in tongues during the service.
The following year, the trustees of
Irving’s church took him to trial
before the Presbytery of London
to remove him as minister.
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The Presbytery sided with the trustees, effectively severing Irving and a
sizeable portion of his congregation from the Church of Scotland. In 1833,
the Presbytery of Annan tried Irving for heresy; a guilty verdict expelled
him from the Church altogether. Nevertheless, he threw himself into his
work with the new sect forming around his ministry and the remains of
his congregation, though others were beginning to take the lead, and his
health deteriorated. His letters from the time indicate a deep desire still
to preach to his fellow Scots, and in the early autumn of 1834 he made his
final trip home. He died in Glasgow at the end of the year and was buried
at Glasgow Cathedral.
Though his apocalyptic speculations did not come to fruition, a colourful
testament to Irving’s influence can be seen in a little-known Edinburgh
treasure. Though there is some dispute over the extent of this influence,
following his expulsion from the National Scotch Church in London, the
remnants of Irving’s congregation, known then as ‘Irvingites’, formed the
seed of what would become the Catholic Apostolic Church, established in
1835. This group continued to look forward to the immediate Second Coming,
and they spread throughout the UK and Europe during the nineteenth
century. In 1885, construction finished on a new church at the bottom of
Broughton St for the Edinburgh congregation of the Catholic Apostolic
Church. But from 1893-1901 this new church was brought to life with the
brilliant murals painted by Phoebe Anna Traquair, depicting vivid Biblical
scenes corresponding to the doctrines of the Church, most conspicuously the
Second Coming of Christ and the Last Judgment. Thanks to the restoration
work carried out in the early 2000s by the Mansfield Traquair Trust and a
team from Historic Scotland, the murals can still be seen today in all their
beauty, carrying on a story stretching all the way back to Edward Irving and
his ministry in London.
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Early English Dissenters and the University
by Peter B Freshwater
Having grown up in a Congregationalist family in Darlington, Peter Freshwater,
Editor of the University of Edinburgh Journal, retains an interest in the history
of the Independent (later the Congregational) Church, now part of the United
Reformed Church, remembering that a number of Congregational churches still
remain independent of the URC.
‘

T

he Act of Uniformity in Elizabeth’s reign gave birth to Dissent:
and the Act that became law in 1662 created Nonconformity […]’
wrote Thomas Whitehead in his History of the Dales Congregational
Churches (1930). In the wake of the 1662 Act the Great Ejection took place,
when the Dissenting clergy of England who refused to accept episcopacy
and the rites of the Book of Common Prayer were expelled from the Church
of England. They were the Independents (later, Congregationalists),
Presbyterians, Baptists, and other sects whose origins can be found in the
religious upheavals of the 16th and 17th centuries, and whose freedom to
worship as they wished was challenged by successive Acts of Uniformity.
After 1662 these nonconformist sects set up independent academies and
colleges to train their own clergy. Many of these colleges were established
in the north of England, where the first Independent academy was set up by
the Reverend Richard Frankland in 1670 in his own house at Rathmell, near
Giggleswick in the West Riding of Yorkshire. This was to become the largest
and longest-living Independent academy. The house, now a row of cottages
called College Fold, still stands, and bears a plaque commemorating the
foundation of Rathmell Academy.
Because the Scottish universities accepted students without requiring them
to subscribe to the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of England as the English
universities (Oxford and Cambridge) did, they became important features in
supporting the movements of Dissent in England as well as in Scotland. As
the first and oldest university to be founded in the Reformation tradition,
Edinburgh was especially significant. In 1709, following the redefinition of
universities and faculties, and the replacement of the Regent system with
the Professorial one, the University of Edinburgh awarded its first honorary
degrees of Doctor of Divinity (DD) to a group of three Dissenting clergymen:
the Reverend Daniel Williams, the foundation in whose memory his legatees
established Dr Williams’s Library in Gordon Square, London; the Reverend
Edmund Calamy III, an Utrecht graduate and a friend of Principal William
Carstares (although he declined the Chair at Edinburgh that Carstares offered
him), who sent his son, Edmund Calamy IV to Edinburgh as a student who
would later make a significant gift of books to the University Library; and the
Reverend Joshua Oldfield, a friend of Calamy’s, who in 1695 and in Coventry
had founded one of the first Dissenting academies for training clergy for the
Presbyterian ministry (Calamy also received DD degrees from Glasgow and
Aberdeen Universities).
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Thirty-five years earlier, in 1674 Frankland moved his Academy to
Natland, near Kendal in Cumberland, where he expanded his work but kept
the Academy’s name, Rathmell. By 1676 his house was full, and he arranged
for six of his students to attend the University of Edinburgh to study for their
MA degrees. This led to the Independent Churches ordaining their own
clergy, the first in 1678. Frankland’s teaching at Rathmell was apparently so
good that some, at least, of his students were able to graduate after a single
year at Edinburgh. Thanks to the pioneering work of Mark Burden and
the Dissenting Academies Online project team at Queen Mary University
of London, at least some of these students have been identified and can
be traced in the often almost illegible pages of signatures in Edinburgh
University’s First Laureation & Degrees Album 1587-1809. The names of
Thomas Cotton, John Heywood and Christopher Richardson appear in 1677
(see page 275); Eliezer Heywood graduated later, in 1708. Names of other
Dissenting students attending Edinburgh University include those of Joseph
Boyse or Boyce, John Issot, Timothy Jolly, James Scott and James Somerville.
All of these were later ordained as Dissenting clergy, and some also became
tutors in Dissenting academies.
Having marked the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation
in 2017, as Edinburgh University Libraries did with the exhibition in the
Centre for Research Collections of Incendiary Texts: Luther and the Protestant
Reformation, it is important to remember that the foundation of King James’s
College, now the University of Edinburgh was an important part of the that
movement. Its reputation as the only Reformation university foundation,
first in Scotland and later in the United Kingdom, lasted for 100 years and
continued into the 18th century, when this tradition contributed in no small
measure to Edinburgh’s core place in the Scottish Enlightenment.
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Memories of Dramsoc, 1959-1954 (Part 4)
by Philip de Grouchy
The following does not purport to be a comprehensive, objective study of the activities of
Edinburgh University Dramatic Society, henceforward ‘EUDS’ or ‘Dramsoc’, during
the years 1959 to 1964, but only my own personal and very subjective impressions
and memories of that time, the ‘Ramblings of an Old Mummer’, to appropriate the
title of a Victorian book of theatre reminiscences I have. ‘Memories of Dramsoc, 19591964’ (Part 1) appeared in the June 2017 issue of the Journal, Part 2 in December
2017, and Part 3 in June 2018.
Mistaken for the National Bard

T

he death in April 2013 of Colin Davis, the conductor, reminded me of a
lighter moment during that rather fraught Festival of 1963. Walking near
the Usher Hall one morning, I recognised, coming the other way, Colin Davis
and a couple of friends, heading no doubt to a rehearsal. Glancing at me as
they passed, one of them said ‘Looks like Rabbie Burns (snigger, snigger)’.
Cheeky bugger! Though I suppose with my longish brown hair, side-burns
(!) and cravat, there might have been a fleeting resemblance. If only I’d had
the presence of mind to turn on them with ‘Awa’ wi’ ye - ye wee, cowerin’
timorous beasties’.
Still, it was something to have made a musical maestro smile; most music
directors I have encountered since have ended up with their heads in their
hands, weeping.
Rehearsal Spaces I Have Known!

I

alluded in a previous isue of the Journal to a rehearsal room - many and
varied were the rehearsal spaces which the University provided over the
years - from church halls to a mortuary (disused). The most memorable was
perhaps the one we were allowed to use during Festival time, a tumbledown upstairs room in Bristo Port, one of those many derelict places
acquired by the University with a view to future development. This one,
positively dangerous with its rickety stairs and floor, had the advantage of
being ‘servitor-free’, so that rehearsals could carry on till all hours - and did!
Unused during the rest of the year, as proved by our discovery one year of
the mouldering remains in abandoned coffee cups, left untouched since the
previous year’s Festival. Alexander Fleming would have been ecstatic.
The World Beyond ‘Dramsoc’

T

he real world beckoned. I went home to Solihull and took up a teaching
job in Birmingham - no extra qualifications needed ‘in those days’ (I‘ve
tried to avoid using that phrase too often) - but hankered after a life in the
theatre. I was briefly involved with Birmingham’s leading amateur group,
the Crescent, later to be housed in splendid purpose-built premises, but then
still in its old home, a long, narrow hall with a little framed stage at the end
which, with the help of a couple of large knobs would have looked like a 60s
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TV set. They were in the middle of rehearsing Hamlet, had been let down by
their Laertes, not really my part, but faute de mieux, I was given the role. My
youngest part ever! About my own age!
But I fear I may have been amongst the performers anonymously dismissed
wholesale in the review by J C Trewin, the Birmingham Mail’s drama critic,
as ‘barely adequate’.
Even here I could not evade ‘Dramsoc’ - I was regaled with tales of
a colourful character who had passed through the Crescent not long before,
leaving a trail of carnage in her wake! One Eunice Spiers! I never did discover
exactly what deeds she had perpetrated to earn her reputation there, and,
sadly, she has never surfaced since in our attempts to trace former members.
I was back in Edinburgh in November 1963, helping my mother sell her
family flat. Roots, by Arnold Wesker, was ‘Dramsoc’s’ autumn production,
with Helen Cummack starring as Beatie. I was roped in to help write the
usual post-production ‘skit’ - the other ‘skitters’ - including , I think, Alison
Post - and I were to meet at the Refectory in Chambers Street on the Friday
evening to concoct our piece - we did, but in no mood to be skittish, we
had just heard the news from Dallas of JFK’s assassination. I can still feel
the sense of inspissated gloom which overwhelmed us all; and I can’t even
remember if we actually wrote anything or performed it.
I have been told since, by One Who Was There – i.e. Helen Cummack
(Dunwoodie), that we did! But I still remember nothing of it.
Devilish Doings

T

hen in summer 1964, I was very pleased to be asked to take part in
John Martin’s Festival production of Ben Jonson’s The Divell is an Asse,
a mammoth, sprawling piece, with many eccentric characters, to play,
for which John had summoned many old faces - Pat Dunn, Brian Pow,
Neil Colombe, Ken Murcott, Jane Alexander (the real one), Cecil Sinclair,
Kay Gemmel; amongst the new young faces, playing a number of small
parts, was one Patrick Duggan, later to become very well-known as actor
and writer Patrick Malahide. My main role was that of Satan in the opening
scene, sending his lesser devil to Earth to try and exceed the humans in their
evil-doing - vainly, of course.
The play itself was an impossibly unwieldy piece, needing a vast amount
of pruning and adaptation, which John was perhaps not ruthless enough
to do - ‘You’ve cut my best lines!’; rehearsals got so bogged down that we
had to postpone the opening night. Numerous scene-changes were to be
facilitated by John’s ingenious revolving Sean Kenny-style set, except that
it was almost impossible to turn on the cramped Adam House stage, and,
as someone unkindly said, it looked almost the same whichever way round
it was. Then there was the night - the first, perhaps - as we approached the
interval, we realised that in the confusion, we had missed out a key scene
- so went on and did it in front of the curtain. No-one really noticed. But it
was great fun to do, with all the changes of - mainly comic - character we
had to make, it was more like a 16th century satirical review.
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Naked Luxury

I

n previous years, I had been able to stay at our family flat in Gillespie
Crescent - my mother being an Edinburgh girl, had always had a home in
the city - indeed, I lived there with relatives most of my time at University,
perhaps missing out a bit on student life, if not missing out on home
comforts. But this having been disposed of, I now had to slum it along with
everyone else! In a bare, shared room in Buccleuch Place, with sleeping bag
and - great novelty - a transistor radio! Pat Dunn was the only one who, by
virtue of his great age and - almost - professional status had a room (actually
the cupboard under the stairs) to himself.
Having been teaching for a year, I had money to burn, so, in a humorous
attempt to render our room more luxurious, I bought a plastic ‘chandelier’
in Woolworth’s to shade the naked light bulb with. I wonder if it’s still there.
Probably ‘listed’ as an authentic 18th century relic.
Some years later, in the early 70s, the Official Festival presented a
production of The Divelle is an Asse at the Assembly Hall, boasting in the
press that it was an Edinburgh ‘first’. An indignant letter to The Scotsman
from Cecil Sinclair corrected their misapprehension.  
Uncertain Memory

I

appear to have mislaid the programme of a late-night show we put on, I
am pretty certain during this Festival, after the performances of The Divelle,
in Adam House each night - each night except Saturday of course, because
of contravening the strict Sabbatarian laws then still in force. It was Henry
Fielding’s mock-heroic drama, Tom Thumb - Tom played in a camp sort
of way by Pat Dunn, who by suspension of disbelief could be taken to be
thumb-sized. ‘Oh, Huncamunca, Huncamunca, Oh’
Pat Dunn

I

came across the following reference which must be to our old friend and
colleague Pat in the actor Richard Wilson’s biography, One Foot On The
Stage by James Roose-Evans, published in 1996. Like Pat, Richard was at
RADA in the early mid ’60s, from when he recounts the following story.
Pat’s surname is given a terminal ‘e’ for some reason, presumably Wilson’s
bad memory!
‘Patrick Dunne [sic], another student, and Richard used regularly
to assume ‘characters’ when they went to lunch. ‘We would
put on an accent and talk gibberish and the task was to see if
we could succeed in appearing very ordinary.’ If they attracted
people’s attention this meant they had failed. On one occasion,
in the cafeteria of London University, they pretended they were
food experts. Every time Dunne took a sip of milk he masticated
it many times until finally Richard leaned over and asked, ‘Excuse
me, I hope you don’t mind me asking, but why are you chewing
your milk?’ To which Dunne replied, ‘Recent research has shown
that you should masticate your milk.’ Whereupon Richard started
masticating his milk, chewing each sip many times. They had to
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remain absolutely serious and not collapse into giggles. Such a
scene might be a sketch with Peter Cook.

Mmmmh - well, I expect it seemed hilarious at the time! Though why putative
performers should not want to attract attention, I can’t quite understand.
After leaving RADA, Pat tried his luck in theatre and television for some
years, but never seemed to get the necessary breaks - partly, I think, because
he opted to stay in London rather than do rep. in the provinces, which may
have limited his chances of working his way in ‘from the bottom‘, the usual
practice then. At any rate, he eventually decided to return to Canada, and
left the UK in early 1966. We maintained letter and card contact over the
years. He managed to land a post at his old university, Carleton, which he
held for several years, but some ‘re-organisation process,’ compounded by a
personality-clash with his superior, left him adrift for a while. Then he was
delighted to be appointed a - or was it the - peripatetic Drama Advisor for
the province of Alberta, based in Edmonton. He wrote of the possibility of
‘visiting with you’ in the UK that year, 1973, or the next, but regrettably, such
a visit did not take place before, on Boxing Day 1974, returning to Alberta
after Christmas, he collapsed and died of a heart-attack at Vancouver airport
- no defibrillators available.
I remembered then that Pat had been warned off strong coffee years
before, when in Edinburgh, because of its effect on his heart. A sad loss, all
that vivacity, experience and talent.
Envoi

I

was asked back - yet again - for Bob Macaulay’s Arrabal play in 1965, but
my sights were by then set on the dizzy heights of repertory theatre, namely
Cheltenham Everyman, and I was unable to get to Edinburgh to see it.
I did see other ‘Dramsoc’ productions when I could - I particularly
remember Whiting‘s Penny for a Song with Suzanne Paice - and a Festival
production of As You Like It in the early 70s, by which time the name
‘Dramsoc’ was no longer ‘cool’ enough, and had been replaced with some
more trendy name - was it ‘Student Theatre Group’?  
I look at my volumes of Plays of the Sixties and ask myself where they all
are now, those ’trendy’ playwrights, or even ‘playwriters’, that we thought
so highly of ‘in those days’ (sorry!)? I haven’t seen an Ionesco play in
twenty-five years - though he may still be popular in France and on USA
campuses. I was recently involved in a revival of Anouilh’s Dear Antoine
- it seemed very prolix and self-indulgent, but again, he is otherwise little
done these days - as for Brecht, the god of 1960s theatre, he’s been virtually
superseded by Rattigan! Genet? Arrabal? Whiting? Pinter - will he survive?
Shakespeare? Ah, he’s still around.
Reunions

I

was very sorry to miss the 50th Anniversary Reunion of our ‘Dramsoc’
era, especially as it took place where it should. When Brian Pow and
I organised the 40th in 2003, it was held in London as being the most convenient
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for the majority, but I hoped even then the 50th would be in Edinburgh. I also
hoped to have these Rambling Reminiscences ready in time for that reunion,
but personal circumstances made it impossible.
Once all our clever technical friends and colleagues have sorted out the
problems of setting up the ‘Dramsoc’ website and archive ‘on line’, we’ll be
able to relive the Good Old Days in virtual reality, until someone presses the
wrong button and deletes us all..!
Post Script – Revisit

O

n a short visit to the City in May 2013, I had of course to revisit the
scenes of former glory in Chambers Street. The first thing I noticed
was the door down the steps at the side of what had been the Women’s
Union , next to Adam House, which once led to the New Refectory in the
basement (designed by Basil Spence, no less), and where the Dramsoc table
was a centre of much noise and activity, scrupulously avoided by the nondramatic students - ‘Don’t go there! That’s where those Dramsoc people sit!’
- sadly, the entry-door had obviously been long-disused, the Refectory, I
assume, being no more.
A look into the theatre was a must - but I had heard from Brian Pow, on
a recent visit, of his difficulties in gaining access past suspicious servitors
and locked doors. However, I found the door to Adam House wide open,
no servitor in sight, so entered, ready if necessary with an excuse about
'visiting the gents’ in the vestibule of the Theatre, down to which I made
my way, to find not only the Theatre doors unlocked, but the house- and
working- lights full on - it was as if I had been expected! I explored and
photographed auditorium, stage, and back-stage - no-one around, the place
deserted. Nothing much seemed to have changed - the same rather twee
little auditorium, with its wavy walls and ‘Grecian’ shields, the empty
stage and back-stage, perhaps dustier and shabbier but otherwise exactly
as remembered. So many memories!
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Random Reminiscences of a Wartime Student
by Norman T Speirs
Dr Norman Speirs (BSc 1946, MBChB 1947) is a retired Consultant Radiologist who
worked in several hospitals in the Edinburgh area. He was a long-standing Elder of
Liberton Kirk, and is a lifelong member of the Graduates’ Association. He and his wife
Dorothy (BCom 1946) celebrated their 70th Wedding Anniversary in April this year.

I

entered the University of Edinburgh in 1941
to study medicine, and it was obviously very
different from the University today. It was
during the War and there were very few societies or
organisations to join. Studies were pretty much fulltime, and lectures, demonstrations, and practical
classes took up virtually the whole day, every day. I
was not particularly interested in rugby or athletics,
but did enrol in the Officers’ Training Corps,
which was based in High School Yards at the foot
of Infirmary Street. There we learnt the basics of
military life, with drills, lectures, map reading, etc.,
and frequently marched up to the Old Quad to do
our drill in the Quadrangle there, with lectures occasionally in unoccupied
rooms in the University. Sometimes we would march out into the King’s
Park (as it was called then) for exercise, and many hours were spent climbing
around Hunter’s Bog and other parts of the park. At other times we would be
set off on route marches of ten or fifteen miles out of Edinburgh, all with our
full packs on our backs and carrying rifles. So, this was one way to keep fit
without having to go to the gym.
In those days, living at home was the usual arrangement, and transport
between classes was invariably by bicycle. Although most were in Teviot
Place, there were some (Chemistry and Zoology) at King’s Buildings and,
although there were trams and buses on the streets, I never seemed to be off
my bicycle.
At Christmas each year it was common for students to take a temporary
job with the Post Office to help with the Christmas mail. In 1941, I signed on
for a couple of weeks doing a shift from 2 pm to 10 pm in the Sorting Office
at Waterloo Place. During that time, I met a girl – also a student – whom I
fancied and, at the short tea breaks, we would sit and chat. I realised that she
was indeed someone special, but at the time I never dreamt that I would be
married to her and celebrate a 70th Wedding Anniversary some 77 years later!
At that stage of the War there was comparatively little bombing of the
country, but occasionally air-raid warnings would interrupt lectures,
and we had to assemble outside the building. If one occurred during an
examination, it was a chance to catch up on a forgotten piece of knowledge
by discussion with your friends, but the authorities could do little to stop it.
Exams were often held in unusual locations, and some medical exams were
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even taken in the Old Quad. There was even one occasion when I was sitting
an Anatomy exam and in the very next desk was my girlfriend, who was
doing a BCom exam in Accounting.
Around 1944, my father, an accountant in the Civil Service, was promoted
to a position in London, so I moved from home into Cowan House, which
was one of the student residences in George Square, on the site of the
present University Main Library. This was a great opportunity to meet new
friends from a different Faculty, and I found the experience most enjoyable.
One clear memory I have of Cowan House is the dining hall, with each
student having his own plastic pot of sugar in front of him. Rationing was
in progress for many items of food, and we had only a very limited amount
of sugar each week. It was strictly a male environment and girls were only
allowed in for the Annual Dance. We were expected to line up and present
our partners to the Warden, and it was absolutely forbidden for any girl to
be allowed near a student’s room.
We were all somewhat impecunious, and visits to the University Union
Bar in Bristo Square, or to the pub Sandy Bell’s in Forrest Road, were most
infrequent. Coffee shops were not all that common but there was one on
Nicolson Street, which managed to acquire chocolate wafer biscuits about once
a month. You had to try and guess which day it was going to be! Meals out were
a luxury none of my friends could afford, even though rationing decreed that
the maximum price of a meal was five shillings. One way of augmenting one's
income was by fire watching. Many public buildings, including the University,
had a scheme whereby volunteers would sleep overnight on camp beds in
rooms at the top of the building, and if an air-raid took place, they would
be ready to extinguish fires caused by incendiary bombs before they ignited
the whole building. For this you got one shilling and sixpence per night. In
Edinburgh, no-one I knew ever had any actual enemy action to cope with, but
I was on duty at King’s Buildings on the night of the Clydebank attack by Nazi
bombers, which passed over Edinburgh on their deadly mission, using the
rivers Forth and Clyde to guide them in the moonlight.
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Studies continued under guidance of the famous lecturers and professors
of the day. The first one you encountered was Dr E B Jamieson of the
Anatomy Department, and he really was one of Edinburgh’s characters.
He always wore his gown and a black skull cap with a black tassel. In the
first few days of entering the University, you had to be interviewed by him.
He had a prodigious memory and practically everyone I knew was asked
about a previous relative, with Dr Jamieson quoting name and date of his
doing Anatomy. In my case, he drew a blank but asked if I was related to
Henry Speirs, who had played rugby for Scotland in 1920; unfortunately,
I was not related. His illustrations of anatomical dissections, drawn on
a blackboard with coloured chalks, were world famous and were later
published as colour prints in one of his many anatomy books. Many years
after his retirement, when he lived in the Bruntsfield Hotel, I encountered
him by chance on a tramcar. I could see that he had recognised me, but his
brain was struggling, so I introduced myself: ‘Dr Speirs, Norman Speirs,
doing Anatomy in 1941’. He replied: ‘Thank you, my boy. I was sure it was
something like Spence or Spencer.’ Even then, after nearly 20 years, he got
the right part of the alphabet. Professor Dunlop took many of our lectures
in Medicine and Therapeutics and was acknowledged to be one of the more
handsome of our teachers (at least by the girls in the class) and I recall taking
a few photographs of him during a lecture one day. I printed them, and
went along after a lecture another day to show them to him. ‘Oh yes, I love
looking at photographs’, he said, ‘Especially of myself!’ Dr Rae Gilchrist
was another of our lecturers and was perhaps the leading cardiologist in the
country. On the surgical side we had Professor Learmonth who pioneered
vascular surgery, and Sir Walter Mercer who was an orthopaedic expert,
and I recall several occasions when, as a student, I was allocated to assist
Sir James Fraser at an operation, who was one of the most eminent general
surgeons. Graduation came in 1947, and I started life as a very junior doctor
in the Orthopaedic Ward of the Royal Infirmary (Ward 2, the very first ward
on the left as you entered the side door from Middle Meadow Walk). Robert
Stirling and Mr W Veitch were the consultants in charge. At the end of my
six-month residency, without a single day off, I received my call-up papers
for military service and elected to go into the Army, where I spent two very
profitable and happy years in the Royal Army Medical Corps, finishing up
as Medical Officer to the permanent staff at the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst. But that is another story…
Images:
Page 283: Dr Norman Speirs, taken in 1948, less than a year after his graduation
from the University.
Page 284: Taken in 1947, this is a photograph of three of Dr Speirs’ contemporaries.
From left to right, Dr Alan Sharp, Prof Robert Mahler, Dr Alastair Wilson.
Page 285: The entrance to the Medical School from Teviot place, taken around
1943/4. The picture was used on the cover of the University of Edinburgh Calendar
for 1943-44 or thereabouts. The author was paid a fee of ten shillings (50 pence) for
the reproduction rights.
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MS Research – from Petri Dish to Medication
by Ms Jill Williamson
The following article is a guest post on the anonymously written blog Dr Brain Fog:
Insights into My (Academic) Life with Multiple Sclerosis, published on 30 May
2018. It is reprinted here with kind permission of the author of that blog. Readers can
access the blog at the following link: https://drbrainfog.wordpress.com/
Jill Williamson is a current PhD student in the University of Edinburgh’s Tissue
Repair Research Programme. Her research is focused on understanding myelin
biology in diseases like MS. She graduated with a first-class BSc with Honours
from Edinburgh in 2014.

A

great deal of medical research is currently being undertaken to
better understand Multiple Sclerosis (MS), a chronic auto-immune
disease. To do this, scientists use a number of different disease
models in order to carry out their research. Disease models are biological
systems which allow scientists to investigate a disease; they range from
looking at single cells in a petri dish, to looking at entire tissues or organs,
to studying the behaviour of a living animal. Each of these models has
advantages and disadvantages, depending on which aspect of the disease
is being investigated. The ultimate goal is to one day develop medicine to
treat, cure and prevent MS.
Scientists believe that in MS the immune system damages the insulating
layer around nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord, which leads to these
nerves working insufficiently. The loss or damage of this insulating layer
(or myelin) is called demyelination1. Myelin can be regenerated in a process
called remyelination, leading to recovery of the nerve cell function – but
nerves which are not properly remyelinated are susceptible to damage and
degeneration. MS is a complex and variable disease, but MS research can
generally be divided into three categories each addressing a different core
aspect of the disease.
Immunity: studying the role of the immune system in disease
development and progression
Remyelination: promoting the repair of the nerve insulation
Neuroprotection: protecting the demyelinated nerve cells from
permanent damage

The most basic disease model is looking at cells in a petri dish – to do this,
scientists isolate the specific cell type(s) of interest from living tissue and
keep them in special culture media which contains all the nutrients and
growth factors the cells require to live. This is called “in vitro” (which literally
means “in glass”). In MS research, scientists may often look at immune cells,
the myelin-producing cells (oligodendrocytes), or nerve cells (neurons) in
culture. Scientists will often use mice or rat cells because brain tissue from
these animals is readily available for isolating cells of interest. However, cell
47

University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018) 287

re-programming technology now allows scientists to take human skin cells
and reprogram them into any cell type, for example turning skin cells into
oligodendrocytes or neurons (this is called induced pluripotent stem cell
(iPSC) technology). In vitro studies allow scientists to study these individual
cell types in a reasonably simple and easily-controlled environment, which
means they can do simple experiments e.g. to investigate if adding drug A
to a dish of oligodendrocytes will stimulate the production of myelin. These
types of experiments can help scientists to begin to understand if and how
a treatment can affect these cells in a living organism. Additionally, using
iPSC technology means that scientists can study brain cells derived from
individuals with MS to see if they show any differences compared to cells
derived from someone without MS. However, cells can behave differently
in a petri dish compared to how they would normally behave in the brain
– this is because cells in the body are constantly sending and receiving
chemical signals to and from each other, which can drastically affect cell
behaviour. Nevertheless, in vitro studies are very useful starting points for
understanding cell biology.
“In vivo” studies (which literally means “in the living”) involve using
animals to study disease. Humans are the only species which can develop
MS, but scientists have developed several ways of replicating the disease
in animals. Some models attempt to recapitulate the suspected cause of
MS by ‘tricking’ the immune system into attacking myelin – this is called
experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis (or EAE). Other models focus on
replicating just the demyelination of nerve cells – this is done by administering
“demyelinating toxins” which kill oligodendrocytes and lead to loss of myelin
(commonly used chemicals include lysolecithin and cuprizone).
Various different animal models are used, including zebrafish and
rodents. Although zebrafish are not mammals, they have remarkably
similar genes and bodily processes to humans, with the advantage of being
transparent during early development. This means that scientists can study
cells in the brain and spinal cord just by putting a live zebrafish embryo
under a microscope. They are also very small and quick to grow, so many
fish can be studied in a short space of time. Zebrafish can be used to quickly
test how potential drugs affect cells in a living organism. Rodents such as
mice and rats are mammals and therefore are even more similar to humans.
They are used to more robustly test how potential drugs affect cells in a
mammalian brain and spinal cord.
These models allow scientists to do more complex experiments e.g.
does administering drug A to a mouse help promote remyelination in the
brain? In vivo experiments are often performed based on information gained
from the simpler in vitro tests. Many different drugs are tested on cells in
vitro or in simple in vivo models such as zebrafish in large scale drug screens,
and then drugs with promising results will be tested in mammalian disease
models in vivo.
In the UK scientists are required to follow strict regulations when using
animals in their research. The Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986
ensures that scientists obtain specific licences in order to perform animal
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research, and all procedures performed in animals must be approved first
by vets who work closely with research scientists. Furthermore, scientists
are encouraged to incorporate the “3Rs principle2” into their work, which
aims to help scientists Replace, Reduce, and Refine the use of animals in
research where possible. This is to ensure that animal research is carried out
as humanely as possible and only when strictly necessary.
There is no guarantee that treatments which work in cells in a dish will
work in animals, nor that treatments which work in animals will work in
humans – however, scientists will test potential drugs in several different
models to make sure the drug is likely to be effective in humans. Ultimately,
the only way to know for sure if a treatment will work in humans is to test
it in humans via clinical trials. For a drug to reach clinical trial it needs to
be extensively investigated using in vitro and in vivo systems in order to
show not only that the drug may be a successful treatment, but also that it is
reasonably safe for testing in humans.
If a drug is approved for clinical trial, then it will go through several
phases of testing. In phase 1, the drug will be tested in healthy volunteers
at numerous low doses to confirm that the drug is safe for use in humans.
In phase 2, the drug is tested in carefully selected patients to determine
the drug’s efficacy (essentially, testing whether the drug is effective and
checking for side effects at these therapeutic does). In phase 3, the drug is
tested in a larger group of carefully selected patients to confirm the drug’s
effectiveness, to continue to identify any potential side effects, and to
determine if the drug provides some therapeutic benefit in comparison to
the current alternative “gold standard” treatment. If a drug passes all of
these phases it becomes available for use by the public, but patients may be
continuously followed up by their doctor to watch for any potential longterm effects (this is phase 4). Clinical trials are very expensive to run and take
many years to progress from preclinical research to being made available to
the public – this is why drug development usually relies on pharmaceutical
companies. Unfortunately the success rate of clinical trials is low, with
one study reporting the success rate of drugs progressing from phase 1 to
final approval being 9.6%**3. Nevertheless scientists continue researching
diseases such as MS in the hope that research will not only increase the
number of candidate drugs being fed into the clinical trial pipeline, but that
an increased understanding of disease biology will allow a more successful
selection of drugs likely to pass clinical trial testing.
Notes:
1. For a short explanation of ‘demyelination’, please follow this link: https://
medcomic.com/medcomic/multiple-sclerosis/
2. For an explanation of the 3Rs principle, please follow this link: https://www.
nc3rs.org.uk/the-3rs
3. Please follow the link below to download a PDF copy of ‘Clinical Development
Success Rates 2006-2015’, https://www.bio.org/sites/default/files/Clinical%20
D e ve l o p m e n t % 2 0 S u c c e s s % 2 0 R a t e s % 2 0 2 0 0 6 - 2 0 1 5 % 2 0 - % 2 0 B I O , % 2 0
Biomedtracker,%20Amplion%202016.pdf
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T S Queen Mary
by Iain Quinn
Iain Quinn was born into a family who both loved and worked ships and the sea.
For 27 years, he served as helmsman and quartermaster of P S Waverley, as well
as giving tour guide commentaries during her voyages. He spent 30 years as
chairman of the Coasting Cruising Association in Scotland and is a past president
of the Clyde River Steam and West Highland Steamer Clubs. He is historian for
the Friends of T S Queen Mary, and the following article is based on a talk given
to the Graduates’ Association on 3 October 2017.

T

he origins of the T S Queen Mary go back to 1901 and the inception of the
world’s first commercial steam turbine ship, the Clyde steamer King
Edward. Her success heralded the rapid progression of transatlantic
liners, and countless cross-Channel steamers. Indeed, the pre-First World
War proliferation of turbine ships was enormous.
Many cross-Channel steamers came from the Dumbarton yard of Wm
Denny, whose Tyneside facility excelled in their construction. The shallow
corners of the Clyde estuary meant that the success of paddle steamers, and
their ability to sail into shallow waters, continued into 1947, when the last
of them was built. Consequently, from 1901 to 1935, there were only eleven
turbine steamers working the Clyde waters. The turbines made for fast trips
to the far corners of the Firth of Clyde, Inveraray, Campbeltown, Stranraer,
and round Ailsa Craig. A normal sailing speed of nineteen knots, with a
cruising speed of between seventeen and eighteen knots, allowed for such
quick journeys, and their popularity cannot be overestimated.
T S Queen Mary was launched on 30th March 1933, for Williamson
Buchanan and the hugely popular ‘doon the watter’ trade from Glasgow
Bridge Wharf. A passenger capacity of 2,086 – later reduced to 1,820 – was
frequently carried, with many customers being turned away. Approximately
13,000 passengers a week, or half a million passengers per season, were

T S Queen Mary. Photography by Iain Sim.
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ferried up and down the Firth of Clyde, making the T S Queen Mary the
most purpose-built steamer on the waters.
In her thirty-six years, from 1933 to 1969 (except the Second World War),
the T S Queen Mary carried out her down-river journeys with ease, using
her three steam turbines, direct drive, with three screws. She could reach a
maximum velocity of 19.7 knots, and allowed extensive views of the yards,
ship docks, and wharves along the Firth during a time in which the Clyde
was considered a powerhouse of shipbuilding and industry. During the
war, she made almost daily crossings from Gourock to Dunoon, keeping
Cowal served in a great period of uncertainty.
Construction of the T S Queen Mary was a great act of faith in a time of
enormous austerity. Investing in the creation of such a large vessel was a
bold step, but she was soon celebrated as Britain’s finest pleasure steamer.
Post-war holiday habits changed considerably, resulting in a significant
decline in trade. By 1971, there were only two remaining Clyde steamers,
and by 1978, only one. When the T S Queen Mary joined the Clyde estuary,
there was a large pleasure fleet, but by 1977 and her last season in operation,
that had changed almost entirely to car ferries with little room for cruising.
T S Queen Mary had witnessed the decline of her river and, with the
amalgamation of the Caledonian Steam Packet Company with Caledonian
MacBrayne in the mid-1970s, her own time had come to an end. She made
her farewell voyage on 12 September 1977. The river was left with only the

T S Queen Mary & P S Waverley. Photography by Kennedy Mills.
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P S Waverley which is, as of 1975, is the last sea-going paddle steamer in the
world. In 2016, after nearly forty years, the two ships were reunited when
the T S Queen Mary arrived in the Princes Dock, Govan.
After her decommission, the T S Queen Mary lay undisturbed in the East
India Harbour, Greenock, until February 1981 when she left for London
under tow. There she began a new life as a floating restaurant, pub, and
small meeting venue, moored near the Savoy Hotel at Waterloo. Here she
remained for thirty years, excepting a makeover in Chatham in 1989. She
lost much of her charm during this period, but some of her unique qualities
remained untarnished, like the two forward dining facilities. Sadly, her
Burmese deck was covered in pitch and concrete, and internally, oak flooring
added to her less-than-classic appearance. Further ruination came with the
addition of two far-too-thin false funnels, spoiling her original grandeur.
Following closure and relocation to Tilbury Dock in the early 2000s, the
T S Queen Mary fell even further into marked decline. Plans to transport
her to La Rochelle, France, fell through and her future looked certain: the
scrapyard. The Friends of T S Queen Mary came into being in 2012, and
actively fought for this last vestige of maritime history to be saved. The
details of that struggle will be published in a forthcoming souvenir book. In
short, however, the little tug Venture came, and T S Queen Mary passed out
of the Thames, along the South Coast, round Land’s End, and up the West
Coast of Britain to sail up the Firth of Clyde in May 2016. From then until
October 2017, I am delighted to report that much has been achieved in the
restoration of this great treasure. There is still much to do, but the Friends
of T S Queen Mary very much appreciate the efforts of all those involved, as
well as the many donations received.
The T S Queen Mary has inspired and captivated local imagination, taking
up where she left off in 1977 as Glasgow’s pre-eminent steamer. She is part
of the city’s social history and maritime heritage, and the only example of
her kind left capable and sea-worthy. However, she remains a work-inprogress, with the project raising and investing £1.8 million in cash and kind.
Restoration work is being undertaken by several contractors, including:
deck repairs by the City of Glasgow Cadets College, hull work, painting,
and general repairs. One of the most significant tasks has been the removal
of pitch and concrete to reveal the old steamer’s Burmese deck in almost
sound condition – a wonderful sight to behold! Clyde steamers such as she
have a rich heritage, and thanks to Nick Wober, fifty original paintings of
steamers have been donated for display on board – a fine homage to her
history and fleet mates. She is tired, but every time I go aboard, I witness
enough to know that a new life is not far away.
The Friends of T S Queen Mary is a registered charity, and details on our
work and how to donate to the restoration of this magnificent vessel can be
found at www.tsqueenmary.org.uk. I salute my colleagues at FoTSQM for
their will to succeed, passion, and total recognition of the T S Queen Mary’s
value to the Firth of Clyde. I also extend thanks to my good friend Tina
Dawn Hopking for her help with this article.
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Why Join the Friends of Edinburgh University
Library?
by Joyce, Lady Caplan & Peter B Freshwater
Lady Caplan is the President, and Mr Freshwater the Honorary Secretary, of the Friends of
Edinburgh University Library (FoEUL).

E

dinburgh University Library is, quite simply, unique. It is older than
the University which it now serves, and whose name it bears, and
has been in continuous use for nearly 440 years. It is the oldest postReformation university library in Scotland and the UK. It is also the oldest
civic university library in Scotland and the UK. It was founded by a twostage benefaction: the bequest in 1580 by the Edinburgh lawyer Clement
Litill of 280 books to the City of Edinburgh, who transferred it in 1584 to the
newly established College of King James, which was to become the Tounis
College and later still the University of Edinburgh. The Library was soon
augmented by more donated collections, many from early graduates, and
notably by William Drummond of Hawthornden, ‘the greatest Scots poet
of his time’, who presented some 1,400 books from his own library between
1624 and 1636, and the Reverend James Nairn, minister at Holyrood and
later of Wemyss, Fife who bequeathed his collection of 1,838 books in 1678.
The Library began, and was established, by benefactions. For its first 130
years, it continued to depend on benefactions – donations and bequests in
kind and in coin, matriculation and graduation fees, and occasional deposits
– for the acquisition of more books for its collections. These sources were
augmented by the new Copyright Act 1710 which allowed the University to
claim one copy of any book printed in the UK and Ireland, and continued
until the Copyright Act 1836, when this facility was replaced by, and
subsumed in, an annual government grant to the University.
However, the Library continued to enjoy benefactions for many of its major
acquisitions. Most magnificent of all is the David Laing Collection (1878), the
depths and extent of which are still being plumbed. The network of Library
benefactors was eventually brought together by the inauguration in 1962 of
the Friends of Edinburgh University Library, and the later introduction of an
online Gallery of Benefactors (http://www.docs.is.ed.ac.uk/docs/lib-archive/
bgallery/Gallery/index.html), now complemented by the publication of
Joseph Marshall’s comprehensive Directory of Collections (2016).
The importance of the Friends of EUL is that they are here, are active,
and are dedicated to putting the Library first. They are able to channel
funds, including specific bequests, towards the purchase of important and
identified books, manuscripts and, occasionally, equipment such as display
cases that enhance and help to publicise the Library and its collections. They
work independently of the Library Committee and are therefore able, on
the advice of the Head of Library Collections, to acquire important items for
collections that are not currently used for research and teaching, but which
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need to be maintained as and when the opportunities arise. Important
acquisitions over the years have included such diverse subjects as diaries
and letters of Edinburgh-trained missionaries abroad; C17 correspondence
on the manufacture of soap from herrings; the first publication, in a very
limited (1986) edition, of Andrew Jackson Grayson’s Birds of the Pacific
Slope (1853-1869); a complete set of the 75 volumes of Picture Post, a major
photographic archive of British society from 1938 to 1957; a rare treatise on
bullsperm for the Veterinary Library; the only surviving copy of the plans
and photographs compiled to illustrate the Edinburgh Boundaries Extension
and Tramways Bill 1920; and 20 pictorial boards by Erno Goldfinger and
Ursula Blackwell on Planning your Neighbourhood for Home, for Work, for Play
(1944). Details of the Friends’ most recent acquisitions can be found on their
website at https://friendsofeul.wordpress.com
That the Friends are able and prepared to do this provides the basis
for major partnership funding for the purchase of major Library research
resources and collections. These have included the second HalliwellPhillipps Collection of Elizabethan, Jacobean and Restoration drama in 1964;
literary papers of C20 Scottish writers such as Hugh MacDiarmid, Norman
MacCaig and George Mackay Brown; and most recently, important early
editions of Holinshed’s Chronicles, the one on which Shakespeare is known
to have drawn, and of The Works of Ben Jonson (1640) contemporarily and
extensively annotated with manuscript stage directions. The acquisition
of these last two items has confirmed Edinburgh’s position in the premier
league of libraries on C16 and C17 literature. The significance of the Friends’
contributions to this purchase was lauded in the national press.
FoEUL is always glad to welcome new members to help continue its
work. In return for modest subscriptions (£20 pa for adults, £35 for two
people at the same address, £10 p.a. for students; life memberships are also
available), members are made aware that they are supporting the Library
and its collections; they can use all sections of the Library for reference
and apply for borrowers’ cards; they are encouraged to attend Friends’
events, including talks by local and visiting scholars on aspects of the
Library and its collections, visits to other local libraries and collections of
interest, and private views of Library exhibitions. They receive discounts
on Library publications, and receive the Friends’ full-colour newsletter
The Piper twice a year (‘The Library’ includes the Main Library in George
Square, and the Edinburgh College of Art, Law, Moray House, New
College, Murray (at King’s Buildings), Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, School
of Scottish Studies, Lady Smith of Kelvin (at The Bush), and Western
General Hospital Libraries).
Having read this, do come and join us. Find out more about us and about
joining us on our website https://friendsofeul.wordpress.com and email us
at friendsofeul@ed.ac.uk or write to: Ms Alason Roberts (Administrator),
Friends of Edinburgh University Library, Edinburgh University Library,
George Square, Edinburgh EH8 9LJ.
We look forward very much to meeting you.
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Corruption According to Adam Smith
by Prof Daniel B Klein
Daniel B Klein is professor of economics and JIN Chair at the Mercatus Center at
George Mason University, where he heads a program on Adam Smith.
The following article was first published online in October 2016 with the Institute
of Economic Affairs. We have also included a comment written by Twitter user
@JagPatel3 responding to Klein’s article, which we feel adds a great deal to the
conversation. The original article and comment can be viewed at the following link:
https://iea.org.uk/corruption-according-to-adam-smith/

T

hat awful person! How can someone be so corrupt?! Be it Hillary
Clinton, Donald Trump, or someone else, Adam Smith pointed to
an answer: “This self-deceit, this fatal weakness of mankind, is the
source of half the disorders of human life.”
In the same work, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, Smith points to another
source of corruption: “Of all the corrupters of moral sentiments, […] faction
and fanaticism have always been by far the greatest.”
So faction and fanaticism are the greatest corrupters of moral sentiments,
and self-deceit is the source of half of the disorders of human life. Sounds
like those sources must pretty well cover it.
Related to faction and fanaticism, Smith also says: “False notions of
religion are almost the only causes which can occasion any very gross
perversion of our natural sentiments in this way; and that principle which
gives the greatest authority to the rules of duty, is alone capable of distorting
our ideas of them in any considerable degree.”
But wait! Smith writes: “The great source of both the misery and disorders
of human life, seems to arise from over-rating the difference between one
permanent situation and another.”
Seems he has surpassed the ceiling of 100 percent.
And there’s more. Smith speaks of burdening others with one’s own
experiences, or failing to show reserve: “And it is for want of this reserve,
that the one half of mankind make bad company to the other.”
Oh, and he comments on admiration of the rich and powerful: “This
disposition to admire, and almost to worship, the rich and the powerful, and to
despise, or, at least, to neglect persons of poor and mean condition […] is […]
the great and most universal cause of the corruption of our moral sentiments.”
On this head, Smith adds: “[N]ever come within the circle of ambition;
nor ever bring yourself into comparison with those masters of the earth who
have already engrossed the attention of half mankind before you.”
Now it seems like Smith has passed 200 percent in his account of the
sources of vice and disorders. But there’s more – Smith writes of the ambitious
pursuit of “place”: “And thus, place […] is the end of half the labours of
human life; and is the cause of all the tumult and bustle, all the rapine and
injustice, which avarice and ambition have introduced into this world.”
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Finally, two more: “To be pleased with […] groundless applause […] is
properly called vanity, and is the foundation of the most ridiculous and
contemptible vices, the vices of affectation and common lying […]”
And: “The propriety of our moral sentiments is never so apt to be
corrupted, as when the indulgent and partial spectator is at hand, while the
indifferent and impartial one is at a great distance.”
Let’s review: He points to at least nine sources of corruption and disorder:
self-deceit, faction and fanaticism, false notions of religion, overrating the
difference between one permanent situation and another, want of reserve,
disposition to admire the rich and powerful, the pursuit of place or status,
pleasure in groundless applause, and the impartial spectator being at a
great distance.
It would seem that Smith is double- or triple-counting. Some of the
overage can be chalked up to exaggeration. But there are two other ways to
see the matter.
First, to explain corruption, Smith might be giving not only explanations,
but also explanations of his explanations: The ambitious pursuit of place
leads to pleasure in groundless applause, which leads to self-deceit, which
leads to corruption. Smith treats corruption with layers of explanation.
A second way to make sense of Smith is to see each source of corruption as
a lens. When Smith says that self-deceit “is the source of half the disorders of
human life,” we might read that as: Half of the disorders of human life can be
fruitfully interpreted through the self-deceit lens. That doesn’t mean that such
disorder cannot also be fruitfully interpreted through the faction and fanaticism
lens, or the want-of-reserve lens, or any of the other lenses he exposits.
For example, take some Joe of 1919 who actively promoted Prohibition.
Joe’s activism for Prohibition might be viewed through several of the
nine lenses—self-deceit, faction and fanaticism, false notions of religion,
overrating the difference between one permanent situation and another,
and want of reserve.
Now turn it around to virtue. For virtues, too, we have layers and lenses.
Consider the acts of writing The Theory of Moral Sentiments and The Wealth
of Nations—surely virtuous acts. But think how we may apply different
virtue lenses. In one respect, the acts were the author’s practice of prudence;
in another respect, courage; in another, industriousness; in another,
beneficence; also, more specifically, generosity; in another respect, perhaps
gratitude—Adam Smith’s gratitude to the creators of civilization.
Comment from Twitter user @JagPatel3, first published 7th October 2016.

N

ine sources of corruption? Here is another one in the modern context.
The ‘revolving door’ is one reason why public trust in Government and
Public Sector institutions has fallen to a new low. This is because lobbying
and corruption rear their ugly heads every time public money crosses the
boundary between the Public Sector and the Private Sector.
Whereas media focus is on the small number of high-profile political elite
who shamelessly exploit their previous relationships and know-how they
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have accumulated whilst in the pay of the State to line their own pockets
and unwittingly skew the market in favour of their new paymasters in the
Private Sector, the journey made by thousands of ordinary public servants
underneath them, who are also looking to follow the example set by their
political masters and cash-in on this bonanza, has escaped scrutiny.
Of course, everyone has a right to sell their labour in the free market to
whomsoever they wish, for whatever price they can command. However,
the brazen way the political elite have gone about exercising this freedom
without any checks and controls on the way they go about disseminating
privileged information about inner workings of Government is scandalous,
and always to the detriment of taxpayers – which is what they promised
they would protect whilst in the pay of the State!
The military-political-industrial complex has been the original model
for lobbying and corruption from the earliest of times – indeed, the career
prospects of people in the pay of the State are inextricably linked to those
with the means to produce weapons systems, facilitated by the ‘revolving
door’ and intense lobbying behind the scenes where it matters most, in the
corridors of power inhabited by the political elite.
At a time when the headcount at UK MoD’s defence equipment
acquisition organisation at Abbey Wood, Bristol is being forcibly slashed
as part of the 2015 Spending Review settlement with the Treasury, there
exists an extremely high risk that departing procurement officials, including
those who have not previously taken part in the assessment of invitation
to tender responses, will be persuaded to pocket corresponding memory
sticks (or CDs) and offer them in return for employment, to competitors of
owners of these same CDs – thereby transferring innovative design solutions
and Intellectual Property Rights which can then be used by unscrupulous
recipients, to grab a larger share of the defence market.
Such behaviour only reinforces the view that lower-level defence
procurement officials have nothing to offer potential employers in the
Private Sector (unlike the political elite), except someone else’s property!
And when these people arrive on Contractors’ premises, they promptly
become a burden on fellow co-workers and the payroll because they do not
have the necessary skills (due to being selected for reasons other than merit)
as task performers to add value to the business, only costs.
What’s more, because many Defence Contractors do not have a ‘Code on
Ethical Behaviour in Business’ in place, they will not only happily accept
such proprietary information without any qualms, but also encourage its
unauthorised removal from MoD Abbey Wood – yet they would not want
their own CDs to fall into the hands of their Competitors.
Such is their twisted sense of morality!
@JagPatel3 on Twitter
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SUISS: Contributions to the Journal

T

he Scottish Universities’ International Summer School (SUISS) has
just concluded its 71st year. We are delighted to showcase a sample of
work that was produced during this year's summer school by both our
Creative Writing and Literature students. This selection reflects both the high
academic excellence and diverse background of our students. During our
courses, students engaged with different forms of writing such as conceptual
poetry, which was then followed by a visit to Ian Hamilton Finlay’s Little
Sparta. This exposure can be seen in
Meryl Phair’s piece 'Square Up', and to a
lesser degree, in Yelyzaveta Khovrakh’s
'Echo'. For some of our students, this
will be the first time seeing their writing
in print. Kristen Cervenak is one such
student. She’s pursuing a journalism
degree at Indiana University, but we
certainly hope she’ll continue writing
poetry in her spare time. We hope you
enjoy reading.

On the Train from Sorrento

T

he last train departing from Sorrento rocked gently from side to side.
It was slightly past 8 o’clock, and the sun had already set over an
hour ago. The white neon cast a dull light on the inside walls of the
compartment. The seats were not very comfortable, rendering sleep on the
short journey almost impossible. There was only one other person in the
compartment with me, and she seemed asleep or lost in some reverie.
Coming to a halt, the doors opened with a thud and in came two men who
headed straight for the seats three rows away from me. Casually glancing
at them, I was suddenly struck by the features of one of the two men; the
shorter, nerdier one who wore round glasses and had black hair. My heart
jumped a little, my eyes opened a fraction wider, my mind involuntarily
tuned out my surroundings. I was fixated for seconds on that man, could
not help but stare – not entirely subtly – at him. I was overcome by such a
strong affinity towards this complete stranger that it was unsettling. As if
my eyes were magnets, the man in question looked at me, straight at me.
And my heart surged once more, leaping in trepidation and anticipation.
Feeling that our eye contact could physically paralyze me if I stared any
longer, I forced my eyes to coolly fall on his friend then naturally drift over
some other part of the train. I was wired, my entire body tense with this
incomprehensible feeling of attraction.
The train soon started moving rhythmically again. What is that feeling,
when you are suddenly thrown into unchartered territory and have no clue
how to navigate? I didn’t have a word for it. I didn’t know in the slightest
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how to even form a string of coherent words to describe it. All I could think
of at that moment was how I wanted nothing more than to walk up to that
stranger and introduce myself, or even try to convey to him how I feel.
I steeled myself and chanced another glance his way. He was obviously
engaged in the conversation with his friend. I indulged for a few more
seconds in the features of his face, the way his mouth moved when he talked,
the creases that formed around his lips when he laughed to something his
friend said, the way his eye slits narrowed when he seemed engrossed
in the conversation. Then in half a second, he looked straight at me. We
maintained that innocent-enough eye contact for a moment before he smiled
at me the way a stranger would if you made eye contact with them. Before
I had a chance to think, I found myself smiling back at him. And I smiled
inwardly, too, feeling slightly euphoric that he smiled at me though it was
only natural. My train of thoughts raced once again, trying to overtake the
train I was on, as if by doing that I would form a plan and put it in action
before we reached the next station.
Yet as if some higher power overheard my thoughts, the train started
slowing down. Involuntarily, my eyes darted once more to the stranger who
had become a tad familiar now. It was merely seconds later when he and his
friend rose to their feet, in sync with my falling hopes. As the train pulled
into the station, I no longer disguised my gaze and allowed myself to stare
at him as he hopped onto the platform. From behind the glass, I used the last
few seconds to memorize his features. It was a futile act, but it was the only
thing I could do then.
Rana Elbowety

Come Back in Spring
Pink petals pointed by
summer sun storms.
Pressed into and
pivoted against the
eyes of lone lovers.
No matter how heavy
their steps may seem,
they’ve become ghosts
of their former selves–
until the new year ring

goes without celebration.
For no paper confetti will burst
above the head of the quiet girl
who weeps by the wallflowers.
Now absent of power, she traces
leaves – quickly above each stem.
Kristen Cervenak
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Work-Life Menace
I like my boss
He puts as many ties as he can
on our necks
6 a.m. every morning on the roads of Istanbul
The days are getting shorter
So says the tv
My boss locks me up
sorry
The board of directors deemed it necessary
to lock me up
      into a window-free room due to the lack of meeting rooms
One day I said to him: “There is no fresh air in the room.”
He, my sahib, lovingly and caringly in his eyes, answered:
“We didn’t ask your opinion after all.”
But deep inside he cared
He wanted to, needed to look tough
in front of others
Such a nice man, nobody gets him
I change continents to go to work every day
Yet get payed a minimum wage
Promotion is greed
Extra shift is overrated
Besides, Sundays are off
And I don’t want to live below the poverty line
What I want is to smile when I see my bank account
first day of every month
We will conquer the world together
with 40% growth and 4% salary increase
My beloved boss, thou art my sun that never fades away
You are my summer breeze
Since you denied my request for annual leave
(You couldn't stand my absence, I know)
I may die young, but who wants to see
the retirement days which you understand
      that all the work was for nothing
No thanks.
İlhan Çamiçi
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creative s pace
can i just throw my phone in the trash
turn myself off forever?
my intolerance for technology has arrived
red circular irritation to my eyes
hinderance to desire to work my life away
how many jobs can you juggle with a pen?
starting with precision of calligraphy
digressing to cart-wheeling cursive
only to misplace a hand
wicked scribble, illegible
how much time does inspiration pile up
sit down and consume?
abstract salad bar, crisp crouton energy
patience drips to the bottom of the bowl
and what for the dessert?
inspiration gorges on anything it can get
battling my phone screen
for attention. it shivers in need of me
can i just throw my phone in the trash?
turn myself off forever
Sarah Patterson

Echo
aftertaste
after-touch
after-move
mimicking
half as good
afterthought
after-word
what was the first letter?
who was the first letter?
ask him
returning his words
twisted
like willow trunks
like his tongue
against the blade
of the lake
for his tongue of water
was never meant
just for one mouth
and your tongue of flesh
61

was never meant
to subdue his
let him write it
with his fingers
stroking the ripples
curls of the man he loves
with this tread of spit
in his pale mouth
right from the heart
rotting away
what was the first letter?
who was the first letter?
alpha?
omega?
ego?
echo?
begin your word
carry out your sentence
Yelyzaveta Khovrakh
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Meryl Phair

Authors:
İlhan Çamiçi is an English Language and Comparative Literature student from
Koç University, Istanbul. He attended the SUISS Contemporary Literature program
this past summer, and is writing his Honours thesis on modern Turkish poetry, as
well as writing poems in Turkish and English.
Kristen Cervenak is a Canadian journalist and spoken word poet currently living
in Bloomington, Indiana, USA where she attends Indiana University. Utilizing the
grief experienced throughout her life, she focuses on poetry about the never-ending
love existing beyond loss. Typically, with the assistance of coffee and inspiration
from the romantics.
Rana Elbowety is a PhD student of English Literature and an aspiring creative
writer from Cairo, Egypt. She has some of her work published in local magazines in
Egypt and is currently working on a play.
Sarah Patterson is a poet immersed in discovery of identity. While pursuing her
academic career she explores the large world of selfdom through her poetry. Working
down every facet of her ipseity the poetry she produces exhibits large variety. Sarah
values adaptivity and growth.
Meryl Phair is from Stockbridge, Massachusetts, and is a sophomore at Mount
Holyoke College in South Hadley, Massachusetts, where she is working to complete
a major in English. Meryl attended the 2018 Scottish International Summer School
at the University of Edinburgh, taking courses in creative writing and contemporary
British literature.
Yelyzaveta Khovrakh is a Kyiv-based poet, writer and translator. Currently, she
is obtaining a Master’s degree in world literature and translating fiction at Kyiv
National Linguistic University. In 2018, she received the David Daiches Scholarship
to participate in the SUISS Text and Context course in Scottish literature.
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Reviews
Mary Cecil Gladstone. The Moss of Cree: a Scottish Childhood. Canyon, CA:
Firefall Media, 2018. Pp 204. Paperback. Illustrated. $15.00. 9781939434555.

T

he lovely cover illustration of this book was what first caught my attention.
I later read that the painting is of the farmhouse at Carsenestock Farm,
near Wigtown. The painting was done by the author’s father who wanted to
choose a career as an artist but was forbidden to do so by his father and so
chose dairy farming instead.
Mary Gladstone spent her childhood living on the farm and this book is
her account of her childhood. Some of the games she and her two younger
sisters played on the farm would make anyone with any knowledge of Health
& Safety go pale at the details of the games. Farms are dangerous places and
Mary’s father lost the tips of two fingers trying to fix a broken-down combine
harvester. The recollections extend to Mary’s time at school and the list of
items required for her first term, when she was ten years old, at Badminton
School in 1958 is listed in fascinating detail. Mary chose to have her name tapes
in yellow, which shows a non-conventional, and slightly rebellious, trait. The
family had numerous illustrious relations in politics – her great-grandfather
was Prime Minister W E Gladstone - though Mary’s family had not inherited
any wealth, as her father was a fourth son. They visited Kailzinet where her
father grew up and met their much wealthier relations there. Mary seemed
to manage to toe the line as far as correct behaviour in these circumstances
demanded. Her father seemed reluctant to spend money on anything, for
example, as told in the story of the ‘dilapidated and dysfunctional’ spinet and
grand piano, but nonetheless they seemed to be well-enough off, and Mary
kept a pony called Marty which she rode at gymkhanas. Her father bought a
television for the Queen’s coronation in 1953.
Mary doesn’t seem to have had a particularly warm relationship with
her parents or her friends and there is a noticeable lack of affection in her
recounting of her childhood. She seems to have muddled through all the
things that were required of her; and her honesty in recalling the time she
spent away at Badminton and later at school in the south of France, where
she was supposed to learn enough French to become fluent but played
truant whenever she could and so learned only a little, is very frank. Mary
had no idea what she wanted to do with her life and the book does not tell
us, as the narration ends when she is about seventeen years old. I feel sure
that she would have managed somehow.
Joan Meikle
Alan Rusbridger, Breaking News: The Remaking of Journalism and Why it Matters
Now. Edinburgh: Canongate, 2018. Pp xxiv, 440. £20.00. 9781786890931.

T
63

his is a large and well-written and timely book, the title hinting at the
world Alan Rusbridger has lived his professional life in (as editor of
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the Guardian he has had a profound effect on the press in the UK) – and
also at the breaking down of that world he inhabited from his early days
as a cub reporter fresh from university to the diverse, rapidly-moving, and
above all multi-layered world where the internet offers “news” with an
immediacy no newspaper can mirror. What news? “Old and new media
are part of a continuum of information in which traditional definitions
of news overlap and blur” (367). And a recurrent theme of Rusbridger’s
carefully annotated and backed-up version of history is speed: “What had
never existed before was a system for the instant dissemination of lies
in such infinite volumes. For a while journalism looked as if it would be
capsized by the sheer scale of what was happening. The bigger problem
was that journalism itself was so ill-prepared for the moment of crisis. If
only people trusted journalists more, society would have a system in place
for dealing with fake news” (373). But the words “fake news” have become
an indiscriminate form of insult.
Rusbridger’s book takes its information and its attitudes from a more
traditional form of news-gathering, editing and publishing: but it also
inhabits a realistic and fast-changing world. “Robust, inquiring journalism
was time consuming, difficult and expensive. It was knotty, hard and often
exhausting to do; and usually laborious, labyrinthine and prohibitively
costly to defend” (35). Breaking News has vivid accounts of journalists face
to face with libel actions (which brought the Guardian perilously close to
ruin more than once) and the attentions of the intelligence services (the
Snowden papers), and it dispassionately runs through the spectacular
mistakes of other newspapers (which rarely suffered for them) and
individuals (many mysteriously rehabilitated after brief exile). It pulls no
punches in demonstrating how unready the newspaper industry was for
the sudden arrival of the computer and its possibilities for a publishing
industry with world-wide reach, nor for the arrival of social media where
news can be accessed almost as soon as it surfaces, without charge – and
without many of the mechanisms of checks and verification which this
book is about.
Surviving newspapers have adapted to this rapidly changing world,
with new formats, new supplements, with internet publication (with
and without ‘paywalls’ for access) – but also with closures, tightening of
resource, amalgamations. Advertising revenue, crucial for the industry,
steadily seeps away to the very internet sites which publish the same news
without the burden of editorial staff or reporters. A younger readership is
growing up which takes its news from a screen rather than from a printed
sheet, and finds the up-to-the-minute nature of such news attractive, more
so perhaps than the extended analytical essay of a page or more which
several broadsheets still offer.
Nor does this book shy away from the uglier questions: the stifling of
journalism freedom in many countries, the active dissemination of lying and
propaganda, the closure of newspapers deemed hostile to the prevailing
government. The figure of the present President of the USA looms large in this
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book, a force which actively denigrates the traditional news industry in the
USA, preferring the gratification of social media and the bias of one television
interpretation of the news to the “fake news” of such splendid institutions as
the New York Times, for which Rusbridger’s admiration is obvious.
Why it matters now is an apt sub-title. The book is in part an account of
one successful journalist’s career, and as such a fascinating overview of how
one broadsheet ducked and weaved through technical change and a firestorm
of new circumstances in which to try to stay alive – and solvent. But it also
reflects the author’s belief that the struggle was worth it, the struggle to defend
sources, to expose bad behaviour at government level, to communicate with a
loyal readership intelligent debate as well as the best accommodation possible
with rising costs and a changing media landscape. It makes absorbing reading.
And yes, it does matter: this is an important book.
Ian Campbell
Who Built Scotland? - 25 Journeys in Search of a Nation. Edinburgh: Historic
Environment Scotland, 2018. Pp 429. Paperback. £9.99. 9781849172721.

A

handsome and well-produced book confronts a question to which of
course no answer will be simply or easily forthcoming. But put together
a series of essays (and first-rate illustrations) by a school of authors of this
quality – Alexander McCall Smith, Alistair Moffat, James Crawford, James
Robertson, Kathleen Jamie – and an answer of sorts emerges, a kaleidoscope
of different writers’ appreciation of different things (Kathleen Jamie on
8,000-year-old shielings, McCall Smith on Charlotte Square in Edinburgh)
and different crucial moments in Scotland’s history (the Disruption) or
achievements (Forth Rail Bridge, Sullom Voe) and sometimes just a long, slow
look at something beautiful but fragile, in this case Rennie Mackintosh’s shell
of an Art School clinging perilously to life in Glasgow while people wrestle
to rescue it from two dreadful fires. All this might seem a scamper through
often exceptionally interesting items, but for the quality of the intelligent
writing which brings to each example the involvement of memory, growing
up, discovering; the writing carries the reader through and the illustrations
(clumped in two sections buried in the text) reinforce and interplay with the
mental images such good writing evokes.
Glasgow Cathedral. “Seven cantors dressed in red surpluses walked
down the aisle, and for 45 minutes, as the winter night fell, and the stained
glass darkened, their voices chanted and sang Latin versicles and antiphons
and the five psalms of the day [...] The slender arches of the choir were lit,
showing their graceful stonework. The choir, though tall, seemed to become
intimate, warming as the cantors’ voices rose and fell. Perhaps the sound
also made its way down to the crypt, where the bones of St Kentigern lie.
Did the old bones stir, hearing their name sung once again, after more than
450 years?” (94)
The book finds space for the much more modern and mundane: Hampden
football ground, a clutch of prefab houses, the shell of Mavisbank House,
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even the view from Edinburgh Castle, something many think familiar.
But in the writer’s hands, “As I looked out from these vantage points, the
crowds melted away into silence and slow-motion, the years rolled back
and Scotland lay before me”. (107) In a sentence, this sums up the power of
these essays, seemingly scattered through time and geography, but united
by the power to make the reader see Scotland with new eyes.
Ian Campbell
Hakim Adi. Pan-Africanism: a History. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2018.
Pp xiv, 297. Paperback. Illustrated. £24.99. 9751474254274.

H

akim Adi, Professor of the History of Africa and the African Diaspora
at the University of Chichester, has produced in Pan-Africanism: a
History a magnificent survey of and, to those who need it, introduction to
the concepts and movements for Pan-Africanism across the world. In many
ways a distillation of his earlier writings, it is well seasoned with critical
references to writings of others listed in the extensive bibliography and
in the notes on each chapter. So crammed is it with solid information that
it is not an easy speed-read, but has to be devoured with the reader’s full
attention. This makes the index at the end of the volume an essential tool,
and here lies one disappointment, in that it is sometimes rather selective.
The West African Students’ Union (WASU) in London, for instance, is given
a single entry in the index, although references to it, its members and its
activities appear throughout the book, as indeed they should, for WASU
was – and still is – an important factor in the Pan-African movement.
WASU points to another element that needs further research, which
Professor Adi appears not to have considered much, if at all, and this is the
African and Caribbean students’ associations outside London in the early
twentieth century; it may simply be that documentation and archival records
of these associations seldom survives. As the nineteenth century progressed,
increasing numbers of African, Caribbean and African-American students
came to Scotland’s universities and colleges to study, usually medicine or
law. By the end of the century at least one student association had been
formed. Edinburgh University’s Afro-West Indian Literary Society (18991902?) for instance sent three of its members to attend the first Pan-African
Conference in London in 1900. Other societies followed, were often shortlived, and few left behind them any record of activities other than occasional
reports in The Student magazine; but the names of their office-bearers and
committee members survive in the annual Students’ Handbook. Later,
the Edinburgh West Indian Students’ Society (1923 -1939), the Edinburgh
African Association (1927-1948) and the Cosmopolitan Club were all
important debating and discussion societies for African and Caribbean
students (among others) and future Pan-Africanists: John Alcindor, Richard
Akiwande Savage, Bandele Omoniyi, Herbert Bankole-Bright, David
Pitt (Baron Pitt of Hampstead) and many others all studied at Edinburgh
University. The African Association invited notable figures including the
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Hon J E Casely-Hayford, Herbert Bankole-Bright, Sir Kitoye Ajasa, and
the South African lawyer James Howard Pim to join its local Honorary
Presidents; many of them were members of, or otherwise associated with,
WASU. Glasgow University probably had a similar series of societies
All these, however, are local details, and do not detract from the excellence
of Adi’s work, which is essential reading for Pan-Africanists everywhere.
Peter B Freshwater
Madame X; directed by David Lowell Rich. Broxburn, West Lothian:
Panamint Ecosse, originally released 1966, re-released 2016. Blu-Ray Region
B, BLU 1012. £14.99.

T

he covering artwork of Panamint’s remastering of the 1966 classic
Madame X entices the viewer with a captivating juxtaposition of Lana
Turner – a beloved Hollywood belle – and the harsh reality of the eponymous
character she portrays. Turner sits at a table, visibly aged and addled by
absinthe, with a look of utter dejection upon her face; a far cry from where
the story of Madame X begins.
Based on the 1908 French play of the same name by Alexandre Bisson,
Madame X tells the story of a working-class woman, Holly Parker (played
by Lana Turner), who marries the rich and politically-driven Clayton
Anderson (played by John Forsythe). His periodic absence leads Parker to
develop an illicit relationship with the promiscuous Phil Benton (played
by Ricardo Montalbán). Benton’s accidental death results in Parker’s
exile, masterminded by her hateful and elitist mother-in-law (played by
Constance Bennett). Thus, commences her descent into depravity and selfdestruction, all delivered amidst a masterful performance from Turner
and her castmates.
As is Panamint’s specialty, the main feature is accompanied by a trove
of additional content, predominantly in the form of trailer and newsreel
footage surrounding the premiere of Madame X. The case comes complete
with alternative sleeve artwork, and a handsome supplementary booklet
detailing some of the wider circumstances surrounding the film, not least of
which the highly-publicised personal life of Lana Turner.
The principal cinematography of Panamint’s 2016 re-release of Madame
X delivers all the clarity that one expects from the high-resolution Blu-Ray
format. Despite some loss of quality in outdoor scenes (not unexpected given
the film’s vintage), the sharp focus in 1.85:1 widescreen format and quick
narrative pace of Madame X whisks the viewer off on Parker’s journey of exile
and return. Paired with a strong score, including the original song by Willy
Mattes entitled ‘Swedish Rhapsody’, the viewer cannot help but become
immersed in the compelling story of a woman who suffers humiliation and
oblivion for the sake of her family.
John R Sutherland
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Venus Peter; directed by Ian Sellar. Broxburn, West Lothian: Panamint
Ecosse, originally released 1989, re-released 2016. Blu-Ray Region B, BLU
1008. £14.99.

B

ased on the acclaimed novel A Twelvemonth and a Day (1985) by
Christopher Rush, Panamint’s remastered Venus Peter is a delightful
story of discovery, growth, and the importance of conservation – a message
which still holds true (perhaps even more so) today.
The film follows young Venus Peter – named so for his grandfather’s
boat the Venus – and his life in a small Orcadian fishing village. The boy
is something of an outsider, his father having absconded from the harsh
and poverty-stricken life of their fisherman family. Through Venus Peter’s
innocent eyes, we experience traditional Orcadian values. We learn some
of their tales and songs, and endure a portion of the hardship that many
fell upon with overfishing. Venus Peter grows from a boy only concerned
with childish things, into a curious adolescent beginning to explore art,
music, sexuality, and responsibility. Tradition and religion play significant
roles in the unfolding journey; harsh and unforgiving at first, but ultimately
warm and well-suited to the challenges faced by the growing lad and his
community. Even so, progressive influences flourish as the film reaches its
climax, preaching the virtues of sustainability, of looking beyond the gainful
or strictly necessary, and of respect for life in all its forms.
Especially noteworthy in this remastered edition of Venus Peter is how
the precision of Blu-Ray resolution brings to life the colours and landscapes
of this Scottish treasure. Suitable for widescreen viewing, the film skillfully
employs the use of coloured glass, lights, costume, and scenery to add
vitality to the weather-beaten village. Balanced with a jovial and heartfelt
score, predominantly of strings and whistles, borne of both Scottish and
nautical influences, the viewer will find that Venus Peter’s voyage brings
belly laughs and moments of sober reflection in equal measure. The value
of Panamint’s attractive production is further augmented with additional
trailer content, reversable sleeve artwork, and an informative booklet
written by the director of Venus Peter, Ian Sellar.
John R Sutherland

Reviewers:
Ian Campbell is Professor Emeritus of Scottish and Victorian Literature at
the University of Edinburgh and Reviews Editor of the Journal.
Peter Freshwater is former Deputy Librarian at the University of
Edinburgh and Editor of the Journal.
Joan Meikle is the Assistant Secretary of the Graduates’ Association.
John R Sutherland is a graduate of the University, works as a digital illustrator
for DS Design Studio Ltd, and is also Assistant Editor of the Journal.
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Obituaries
The following deaths of members of the University have been intimated to the Association. Further
details, in some cases, may be found in The Scotsman, The BMJ, The Veterinary Record and
other newspapers and journals. If no date of death is recorded, no exact date has been passed to us
by the Development Office.
The annual list of deceased graduates is issued by the General Council in the Annex to the
Billet. This can be consulted online on the Council’s website at www.general-council.ed.ac.
uk/publication/annex-billet or by writing to the Secretary of the General Council, University
of Edinburgh, Charles Stewart House, 9-16 Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1HT. Various
University obituaries can also be viewed at www.ed.ac.uk/news/staff/obituaries

Michael Stothart Anderson MA LRAM ALA: in Dumfries, 9 September 2018.
Formerly Reid Music Librarian, Edinburgh University Library. He joined
the Library staff in 1962 and retired in 1989. Anderson was the second
Librarian in the history of the Reid Music Library. During his office, it
doubled in size, becoming one of the major music collections in the country,
and serving a wider music community than simply the University.
Vivian May Anderson: in Lincoln, New Zealand, 8 August 2018. Born in
Edinburgh, from the early 1970s to the late 1980s, she worked in the
University Library, and by 1987 had moved to the University of East
Anglia Library, where she worked first in the Audio-Visual section, and
later in the Cataloguing Department. Anderson retired in 1997.
David George Bruce BSc 1963: 15 January 2018. Whilst at the University, he
became Charities Convenor in 1961. After graduation, he joined Unilever
as a graduate trainee. With Unilever, he travelled extensively, including
eight years spent in Thailand as Foods Director. Bruce eventually set up
his own business specialising in business expansion, building a number
of factories in the UK and overseas.
Alexander Durand Cameron MA 1948 DipED 1949: in Edinburgh, 9 August
2018, aged 94. Born in Selkirk on 4 January 1924, he was educated at
Selkirk High, where he was also Dux, before studying history at the
University. His time at Edinburgh was interrupted by the war, when he
joined the Royal Artillery, seeing action in Northern France, Belgium, and
Holland. After graduation, he spent twenty-five years teaching history
first at Hawick High School, and later Inverness Royal Academy. During
this time, he completed the two-volume History for Young Scots (1963). In
1973, he moved to Edinburgh where he wrote full-time, producing many
more school books and tourist guides, as well as several notable books
for adults, including Go, Listen to the Crofters (1986) and The Man who
Loved to Draw Horses (1986).
Charles Edward Carson Connor BL (Hons) 1960: on 27 December 2017,
aged 97. Born on 5 October 1920, he joined the Royal Bank of Scotland in
Dumfries in 1937 and passed the Banking Associates exams. During the
war, he served with RAF. Returning to his job in Dumfries after the war, he
was then transferred to the Inspector’s Department, Head Office, in 1947.
After his Member's exams, Connor joined the Royal Bank of Scotland’s
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Law Department in 1953. In 1955, he was prizeman in the honours exams
of the Institute of Bankers. Connor then studied law at the University,
and went on to lecture on banking law at Dustane House, Edinburgh. In
1976, he became a fellow of the Institute of Bankers, retiring in 1980 as
senior law secretary.
Ronald Duncan Cramond CBE MA 1949 MPhil 2011: in Edinburgh, 22
May 2018, aged 91. Born in Leith on 22 March 1927, he was educated at
George Heriot’s School before studying history at the University, where
he was also the senior NCO in the Air Training Corps. After graduation,
Cramond underwent two years of National Service, where his OTC
background earned him a place at Eaton Hall Officer Training School. He
then joined the Civil Service, serving first in the War Office in London,
and then in the Scottish Office. He was awarded the Haldane Medal in
Business Administration in 1964, and was promoted to Under Secretary
in 1977. In 1983, Cramond became deputy chairman of the Highlands and
Islands Development Board and, in 1987, he was awarded a CBE. He was
a trustee of the National Musems of Scotland from 1985 to 1996, the period
of planning and construction of the Scottish Collection in the Museum of
Scotland. Cramond was chairman of the then Scottish Museums Council
from 1990 to 1993, and was associated with Bo’ness Heritage Centre and
the Anstruther Fisheries Museum. In 1995, he helped found the charity
Intellectual Access Trust.
Frances Thompson Docherty (née Woodward) BSc 1942: 10 August 2017,
aged 97. Born on 20 July 1920, she was educated at James Gillespie’s
School where she won several prizes for art. Docherty went on to work
as an Analytical Chemist for the British Rubber Company before moving
with her family to Teesside. She taught chemistry and mathematics at
various local schools and was the first Lady President of the Teesside
Caledonian Society. In later life, she rediscovered her love of art and spent
many happy years working in silver unless illness made this impossible.
Grace Vivian Edmunds (née Berneaud): in Darlington, 27 September 2018,
aged 97. Born in 1921 into a diplomatic family in Danzig (now Gdansk),
Poland, she worked in the Edinburgh University Medical Library before
her marriage in 1947 to the Darlington physician Dr A W Blair Edmunds.
A much loved and respected member of the Darlington ex-Edinburgh
medical community, Edmunds became an enthusiastic Scrabble player.
Richard Ellis MEd 1979: In Lincoln, 3 July 2018, aged 73. Born in Nairobi, he
was schooled at King’s School, Bruton. Ellis undertook teacher training
St Luke’s College, University of Exeter, before studying Economics at
London University, and a Licentiate in Speech & Drama at Guildhall of
Music & Drama. His Master’s dissertation reflected a lifelong interest
in public speaking and its development. Ellis served as Director of the
English Speaking Board and wrote a number of works on communication,
including (with Ann McClintock) If You Take My Meaning: Theory into
Practice in Human Communication (1994). Alongside his work at Glasgow’s
Queen’s College as lecturer and trainer in communications, he was, from
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1981 until 2016, the Fulton Lecturer in Speech and Communication at
New College. Here, Ellis also contributed to the Homiletics and Theology
and Ethics of Communication courses. He was also involved with EUSA,
Edinburgh College of Art, the Office of Lifeline Learning, and the Beltane
Public Engagement Network, delivering a number of courses on chairing
meetings and communication skills.
Alan George Grosset MA 1962 LLB 1966: 20 August 2018, aged 76. Born
on 18 January 1942 in Edinburgh, he was educated at the Royal High
School before studying at the University. After graduation, he joined
Alex Morrison and Co WS (later Morisons), with whom he became a
managing partner and remained until his retirement in 2002. He was
one of the original trouble-shooters appointed by the Law Society of
Scotland to assist those who considered their original solicitor to have
been negligent. Grosset was a member of the board of Scottish Sports
Council (later sportscotland) for eighteen years, including eight as
vice-chair. During retirement, while acting for sportscotland, he did
invaluable work advising many sports governing bodies. Grosset was
inaugural chair of the Scottish Sports Association, and also president
(later honorary vice-president) of the Scottish Lawn Tennis Association.
He was also a member of the Lawn Tennis Association in London for nine
years, chair of the Confederation of British Sport, and vice-chair of the
Sports Dispute Resolution Panel.
Russel Allan Leather BSc (Hons) 1952 LLD Deng FIEE MIMechE: 25
December 2017, aged 93. Educated at George Heriot’s, from 1940, he was
a member of the Home Guard. Leather matriculated at Oxford’s Christ
Church in 1942, before volunteering for the Royal Corps of Signals.
The military sent him back to Christ Church for an intensive course on
electromagnetic radiation. During the war, Leather was engaged in the
Burma campaign, and participated in the surrender of Japanese soldiers,
including former War Minister General Seishirō Itagaki. On returning to
Britain, Leather resumed his studies, now at the University. He spent most
of his working life at Ferranti, where he developed and led a successful
component business within the company, with over twenty-five patents
registered to his name. In 1968, he became a Trustee of the Gannochy
Trust, and Chairman in 1991, until his retirement in 2008. In 1994. He was
awarded an honorary LLD by the University of Dundee, and in 2013 the
Pro Meritas Medal of the Royal Society of Edinburgh in recognition of his
exceptional voluntary service and support to society.
The Rt Hon Lord Donald Sage Mackay of Drumadoon QC LLB 1966 LLM
1968: 21 August 2018, aged 72. Born on 30 January 1946, he was educated
at George Watson’s College before studying law at the University.
Mackay went on to earn a masters degree from the University of Virginia,
Charlottesville. He was legal apprentice at Davidson and Syme, and then
worked at Allan MacDougall Solicitors, where he became a partner.
Mackay was admitted to the bar in 1979, and became QC in 1987. He spent
several years as Advocate Depute, prosecuting in High Court criminal
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trials, and appeared for Orkney Islands Council in the 1991 Child Abuse
Inquiry. He also sat on the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board, before
being named Solicitor General in 1995, and then Lord Advocate in 1997.
Aubrey William George Manning OBE DPhil HonDSc 2010 FRSE: 20
October 2018, aged 88. Born on 24 April 1930, he was educated at Strode’s
School, Egham. Manning began his studies at University College,
London, before going on to postgraduate study at Merton college,
Oxford, on the behaviour of bumble bees. He did National Service with
the Royal Artillery, and published his first book in 1967, An Introduction
to Animal Behaviour. Manning became Professor of Natural History at the
University in 1973. In the same year, he was made a Fellow of the Royal
Society of Edinburgh and was awarded a CBE in 1998. Manning was a
gifted speaker and broadcaster; his radio credits include The Sound of Life
for Radio 4, and The Rules of Life for Radio 4 and the Open University.
His television credits include Landscape Mysteries and Talking Landscapes,
Seven Natural Wonders: the South, and BBC 2’s eight-part series Earth Story.
John Duncan McNeil MA (Hons) 1956: 26 February 2018, aged 84. Born on
17 February 1934, McNeil studied Political Economics at the University
under renowned Scottish economist and poet Sir Alexander Gray.
Following graduation, he immigrated to Canada, where he held several
positions with Sun Life Assurance Company in Montreal, Toronto, and
Boston, until his appointment as CEO in 1988. McNeil held this position
until his retirement in 2014. He also served on the boards of numerous
Canadian institutions, including Shell Canada, Fairmont Hotels, the C D
Howe Institute and Hospital for Sick Children, and the Salvation Army.
McNeil received the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal for his service to
the Canadian Life and Health Insurers Association.
Charles C Melville: in Edinburgh, 25 September 2018, aged 65. Born on
21 September 1953 in Purley, Surrey, he was apprenticed to a wroughtiron worker on leaving school and became skilled in this craft. Melville
later trained in paper conservation in London and joined Edinburgh
University Library in 1987 as its first Paper Conservator, holding this post
very successfully until 2002, when the external funding finally ceased.
During his office he repaired and conserved many of the Library’s unique
documents and enjoyed giving demonstrations and explanations to his
work to colleagues and visitors. After EUL, he became an administrator
with the Post Office Philatelic Bureau in Edinburgh.
James Alexander Mirrlees MA 1957 PhD HonDSocSc 1997 FRSE FBA: in
Cambridge, 29 August 2018, aged 82. Born on 5 July 1936 in Minnigaff,
after teaching himself calculus, he studied mathematics and natural
philosophy at the University. Mirrlees went on to postgraduate study
at Trinity College, Cambridge, before, in 1968, he was appointed to a
professorial fellowship in Nuffield College, Oxford. He was later a
professor of Economics at Nuffield and, in 1995, rejoined Trinity as a
professor of political economy. Mirrlees was a professor at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong and a visiting professor at MIT, Yale, and
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Berkeley, retiring in 2003. He was president of the Econometric Society
and of the Royal Economics Society, and was knighted in 1997. Mirrlees
shared the 1996 Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences with William
Vickrey, of Columbia University, for their research into decision-making,
which they had conducted independent of each other.
Athol Laverick Murray BA MA LLB 1957 PhD 1961: in Edinburgh, 24 August
2018, aged 87. Born on 8 November 1930 in Tynemouth, Northumberland,
he was educated at Lancaster Royal Grammar School. Murray earned
degrees in history and law from Oxford and the University. In 1953, he
was appointed to the Scottish Record Office (now National Records of
Scotland) in Edinburgh. He was the youngest permanent Assistant Keeper
ever appointed to the SRO, and was promoted to Deputy Keeper in 1984.
Murray became Keeper of the Records of Scotland in 1985, holding the
post until his retirement in 1990. In 1991, he was commissioned by the
Jersey Heritage Trust to report on the Island’s archives, which led to the
creation of the Jersey Archives. Murray was a Fellow of the Historical
Society, a Fellow and former vice-president of the Society of Antiquaries
of Scotland, and a founder member of the annual Conference of Scottish
Medievalists. In 2017, in recognition of his outstanding achievements and
contribution to the world of scholarship and archives, the NRS named
a new meeting space the ‘Athol Murray Suite’ at West Register House,
Edinburgh, in his honour.
John Francis Michael Nagle BSc 1957: 20 March 2018. He was educated at
St Mary’s School in Bathgate before studying chemistry at the University,
where he was awarded the Hope Prize. Nagle went on to study
chemical engineering at Imperial College, London, where he earned the
Lessing Medal. In 1961, he was appointed assistant lecturer in chemical
engineering. In 1963, Nagle returned to Scotland where he took up the
post of lecturer in chemical engineering at the University of Strathclyde,
where he remained until his retirement in 1992.
Kevin Joseph O’Reilly BSc 1953: on 17 May 2018, aged 92. Born in Napier,
New Zealand, on 31 January 1926, he was educated in Napier and at St
Patrick’s College, Silverstream. In 1945, O’Reilly began studying veterinary
medicine at Canterbury University College, Christchurch. He later travelled
to Glasgow before securing employment at the Small Animal House of the
Agricultural Research Council’s field station in Compton, Newbury. In 1949,
O’Reilly was admitted to the University with a grant from the New Zealand
Veterinary Services Council. After graduation, he returned to New Zealand
and took up a position at the New Zealand Veterinary Research Station
in Wallaceville, before moving to Waimate where O’Reilly was the sole
veterinarian for the Waimate Farmers Veterinary Club. He returned to the
UK in 1958 to take a position at Pirbright’s Animal Virus Research Institute.
In 1960, O’Reilly moved to the Wellcome Trust Laboratories in Beckenham,
where he remained until retirement in 1983. He earned a doctorate from
Reading University in 1965, and contributed to the discovery of the first
feline influenza vaccine and a cure for ovine louping ill.
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John Alexander (Sandy) Raeburn MBChB 1964 PhD 1976 FRCP: 9 July
2018, aged 77. He was educated at Loretto School, Musselburgh, before
studying at the University, where he was captain of the fencing team.
Raeburn was a lieutenant in the OTC from 1959 to 1964, and a major
in the TAVR from 1962 to 1977, serving the RAMC for eighteen years.
He was closely involved with charities related to Downs Syndrome and
Cystic Fibrosis, for which he raised money running marathons. Raeburn
was an active member of the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh,
becoming a fellow in 1976. He became a senior lecturer in the Department
of Human Genetics at the Western General Hospital, Edinburgh, where
he later led the department. In 1990, Raeburn was appointed chair of
Clinical Genetics at Nottingham University. In 2003, he was invited to
the Sultan Qaboos University in the Sultanate of Oman to set up a new
Clinical genetics Department. Raeburn was the author of many medical
publications, and, in 2007, he retired to Edinburgh, where he was
frequently involved in postgraduate supervision.
Colin Ross BArch 1971: in Perth, 2 July 2018, aged 70. Born in East Lothian
on 20 December 1947, he was educated at Knox Academy before studying
architecture at the University. Ross was invited by the founding partners
of Law and Dunbar-Nasmith (now LDN Architects) to join their practice,
first as Associate and subsequently as Partner. He remained with LDN
until his retirement, having worked on a number of high profile projects,
including: the extensions to the Pitlochry Theatre and Usher Hall, and the
Edinburgh Festival Theatre. He also became convenor of the RIAS Practice
Committee, and later chair of the Examination Board in Scotland. As a
result, Ross was invited to join the Practitioner Certification Committee of
the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Scotland. In 1994, he joined the
Scottish Arts Council Lottery Committee, and was one of Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at the Queen Victoria School, Dunblane. Ross served
on the Edinburgh Festival Theatres Trust, and became chairman of the
Trinafour Community Council, Perth.
Wilfred Sircus MBChB FRCP FRCPE: in Cupar, Fife, 12 August 2018, aged
98. Born on 26 November 1919 in Liverpool, he first began studying
medicine at the University of Liverpool before enlisting with the RAMC.
The Army sent Sircus back to Liverpool to complete his studies, and he
saw service in Italy and Austria. He later returned to Liverpool, taking
a post at Broadgreen Hospital, before moving to Sheffield in 1953. He
was recruited as a gastroenterologist at the Western General Hospital
and the University, where he remained until retirement. Sircus held
visiting professorships in the Universities of Ohio, Cape Town, and
Sydney. He delivered Medical Research Council lecture tours in dozens
of countries and, after retirement, co-edited the Proceedings of the Royal
College of Physicians. Sircus was a Senior Fellow of the Association of
Physicians of Great Britain and Ireland, and president of the British
Society of Gastroenterology. He was also president of the British Society
of Digestive Endoscopy, vice-president of the European Society of
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Endoscopy, and president of the World Association of Endoscopy from
1983 to 1986.
David Cecil Smith BSc DPhil Drhc 1994 FRS FRSE: 28 June 2018, aged 88.
Born in Port Talbot, Wales, on 12 May 1930, he was boarded at Colston’s
School, Bristol, during the war, and later at St Paul’s School, London. This
was followed by Queen’s College, Oxford, where he read botany. Smith
undertook postgraduate study at Sweden’s Uppsala University, and at
Queen’s College, before two years' National Service in Germany and
with the Intelligence Corps. He later accepted a research fellowship split
between Oxford and California’s Berkeley. Smith then became a lecturer
in the Department of Agricultural Science at Oxford, before taking up the
post of Royal Society Research Fellow at Wadham College, Oxford, and,
from the early 1970s to 1980, the Chair of Botany at Bristol University.
Next, he returned to Oxford as Sibthorpian Professor of Rural Economy
and Head of Department of Agricultural Science. Smith was knighted
in 1986 and, from 1987 to 1995, he served as Principal of the University.
He went on to become President of Wolfson College, Oxford, until 2000,
and was President of the Scottish Association for Marine Science based at
Dunstaffnage, Oban. He was President of the Linnean Society of London
between 2000 and 2003, and was awarded its Gold Medal for botany.
Ann Mary Sutherland (née Barker) MA 1960 FBCartS: in Edinburgh, 25 June
2018, aged 83. Born in London on 9 November 1934, she joined the joined
the University Medical Library staff in 1961, quickly becoming Deputy
Medical Librarian. In 1968, she became a part-time assistant in the Centre
of African Studies Library, working with the Secretary and Librarian of
the Centre, Grace Hunter. When the Centre Library was transferred to
the Main Library in 1981, Sutherland moved with it, but was appointed
to the post of Map Librarian, taking over from David Ferro. To this role,
she brought her own experience and enthusiasm, derived from her love
of travel, deriving great support in her new role from colleagues in the
National Library of Scotland and the British Cartographic Society. She
became Convener of the Map Curators’ Group of the BCS and was elected
an Honorary Fellow in 2013. For twenty years, she was Secretary of the
Liberton Association, in which she was a leading amenity activist.
Iain Alexander George Sutherland MBChB 1955: in Castle Hill, Australia,
11 June 2018, aged 88. Born on 6 April 1930, Sutherland went on to study
Medicine at the University, where he also served as President of the
Student Union. Following graduation, he went into General Practice in
Gifford and Haddington, East Lothian, before immigrating to Australia
with his family in 1966. Sutherland continued to practise in the town of
Wingham, New South Wales, until retirement in 2001, and enjoyed deepsea fishing, rock hunting, and lapidary.
The University of Edinburgh Journal cannot be held responsible
for information received by other sources as we only publish
data received and to our knowledge correct.
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Programme of Events - Spring 2019
Members are advised that they can attend Members’ Lunches for the guest
speaker only at no cost. Please indicate this when you order tickets.
Wednesday 23rd January
Members’ Lunch to be held in the Playfair Library Hall, Old College,
Edinburgh at 12.15pm. Our guest speaker will be the University’s Principal
and Vice-Chancellor, Prof Peter Mathieson, who took office in February
2018. The Principal will speak to us about his first year in his new role. (£23)
Thursday 14th February
The AGM of the Association will be held at 12 noon in the Raeburn Room,
Old College, Edinburgh. The Agenda for this meeting can be found on page
245, along with the 2018 Minutes. Please apply for a ticket if you would like
to join us for a light sandwich lunch following the meeting. (£16.50)
Wednesday 13th March
The Annual Reception & Buffet Supper will be held in the Playfair Library
Hall, Old College at 6.30pm. Our after-dinner guest speaker will be Ann
Henderson, the University’s 53rd Rector. Assuming her role in March 2018,
she continues the long and prestigious history of this position, which has
previously been filled by eminent politicians and public figures. (£40)
Tuesday 23rd April
Members’ Lunch to be held in the Playfair Library Hall, Old College,
Edinburgh at 12.15pm. Our guest speaker will be Major General Michael
Riddell-Webster, Her Majesty’s Governor of Edinburgh Castle, a position
he has held since 2015. The title of the talk is “Edinburgh Castle from the
Governor’s Perspective”. (£23)
Thursday 16th May
Visit to the History of Education Centre, Leith Walk Primary School, 9
Brunswick Road, Edinburgh, meeting there at 2pm. Our visit will give us
an idea of what school was like for a Victorian pupil with the opportunity
to look at the exhibits in the schoolroom and museum room. A maximum of
30 tickets are available for this visit, which will last for about 2 hours. (£8)
Friday 21st June
Visit to the National Library of Scotland’s Maps Collection, meeting at
Causewayside Building, 33 Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, to look at a selection
from The Bartholomew Maps Collection. There will be two tours, at either
2pm or 3pm, both guided by Chris Fleet, Map Curator of the Library’s
Collections & Research Department. Tea/coffee/biscuits will be available for
both groups from about 2.30pm in the Maps Reading Room foyer. Tickets
are limited to a maximum of 15 in each group and the visit will last for about
an hour. (£10, to include a donation Library)
Members are encouraged to bring guests to our events.
318 University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 4 (December 2018)

78

Application for Tickets
Please complete this form in block capitals and return with your cheque to:
The Honorary Secretary
University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association
1fR 18 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9LN

Alternatively, members can pay by online bank transfer:

Account Name: University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association
Account No: 00278709; Sort Code: 83 51 00
Bank: RBS plc, 142-144 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4EQ
BIC RBOS GB 2L; IBAN GB24 RBOS8351 0000 2787 09
Please use your surname as the payment reference.

Tickets will be sent by e-mail wherever possible, otherwise please enclose
a stamped addressed envelope. Members are reminded that they must
apply for tickets no later than one week before the date of any event. Full
details of events can be found at www.uega.co.uk/events

Spring 2019 Events:
Members’ Lunch (Wednesday 23rd January at 12.15 pm)

tickets @ £23.00

£

tickets @ £16.50

£

Annual General Meeting (Thursday 14th February at 12.00 noon)

Annual Reception & Buffet Supper (Wednesday 13 March at 6.30 pm)
th

tickets @ £40.00

£

tickets @ £23.00

£

tickets @ £8.00

£

tickets @ £10.00

£

Members’ Lunch (Tuesday 23 April at 12.15 pm)
rd

Visit to History of Education Centre (Thursday 16th May at 2.00 pm)
Visit to the NLS Map Collection (Friday 21 June at 2pm or 3pm)
st

Total Amount Enclosed : £
Name(s):
Address:		
						Postcode:
E-mail:

By returning this application, I hereby give permission for the University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association
to store and use this information for the maintenance of my membership according to EU Regulation 2016/679.
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Donation/Change of Address/News Form
Donations are extremely welcome and we are most grateful for them.
It is hoped that Life Members, who joined at previous rates, will decide
to make a donation to bring their original Life Membership subscription
up to the current level. Names of members responding to this appeal
will be published in the Journal subject to any alternative instructions.
Amounts contributed will not be specified. Donations exceeding £15 will be
acknowledged in writing. If you require a receipt please enclose a stamped
addressed envelope. Readers are also encouraged to send information about
themselves and/or other graduates for inclusion in the ‘News’ section of the
Journal. Please complete the form using block capitals and return to:
The Hon. Secretary, UEGA, 1fR 18 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9LN

Name(s):
Name(s) at Graduation (if different):
Degrees and Dates of Graduation:
E-mail:
Current Occupation:
Previous Address:

					Postcode:
New Address:

					Postcode:
Amount of Donation: £
News Item:

Signed:

				

Date:
By returning this application, I hereby give permission for the University of Edinburgh
Graduates’ Association to store and use this information for the maintenance of my
membership according to EU Regulation 2016/679.
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