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Missions at the Ladder to Heaven
By Joe Trussell
Where is our mission field? Let me tell you about a recent
trip to Bolivia to answer that question.
The Bolivian mission endeavor of the Church of God
(Holiness) is a great success story. The number of
established churches is now at 128, with another 200 or
more daughter churches. During my trip, June 24-July 8,
I had the honor of speaking at a Regional quarterly
convention of 23 churches where 1,200 people were
gathered for 6 hours in one building, worshiping the Lord.
Where was my mission field? Well for that day, that
convention was my mission field.
Another opportunity I had on this trip was to meet with
members of the National Church Board. As I spoke with
them, I devoted my attention to them because that was my
mission field. On another day I met with the Regional
President of the Ladies’ society. I tried to encourage and
be a support. For those 2 hours, that was my mission field!
The last week of my stay, I secured the services of a guide
that would lead me up 4 mountains in preparation for a 4day summit bid of the 5th mountain, 21,150 ft. Illimani, a
snow-covered glacier that overlooks the city of La Paz.
Now this part of my trip was what we would call pleasure,
but I am fully convinced that God does not separate our
activities into different categories. Therefore as I began
climbing, my mission field followed me up those
mountains. I have found that when we are open to God’s
leadership, He provides ministry opportunities.
Throughout the week, I witnessed to my guide, Cecilio, as
we were literally with each other 24/7, at times roped
together on steep ice walls or dangerous crevasse fields.
He was very open to hearing the Gospel, but was not
ready to turn his life over to Christ.

The city of La Paz with
Illimani in the background.

Cecilio

We successfully summited the peak and were
returning, having just descended the famous and
feared 300-yard ice wall dubbed the “Ladder to
Heaven,” when it was impressed upon me so
strongly that I must share Christ again with my
guide. He took off his climbing helmet and hat,
even in the sub-freezing temperature, and I had the
privilege of leading Cecilio to Christ at 20,000 feet
above sea level! Cecilio began his journey to
heaven at the base of the “Ladder to Heaven”!
So back to my original question, where is our
mission field? Well, it is wherever you are! It may
be in church with 12 or 1,200 people. It may be at
work where the name of Christ is used every way
except in worship. But then it may even be at
20,000 feet at the base of the Ladder to Heaven.
Don’t ever forget that God has called you to
missions where you are right now!
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AROUND THE WORLD
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Do you know…
•

Why the Solos Bible translation team started
translating at Joshua, chapter 2?

•
Christy, Lawrance, and Amaziah with
some of the Solos people in Tung

What other book of the Bible they are translating now,
in addition to Joshua?

•

Why 19 Solos elementary schools were teaching 19
different Solos alphabets?

If you would like to learn these answers, as well as what village
life was like in the outskirts of Papua New Guinea, make sure
to invite the Doyles to come to your church to represent their
ministry of bringing God’s Word to the languages of Papua
New Guinea.
To schedule a service, contact Ashlee at 913-432-0303 or
wmsecretary@cogh.net.

Spot Bay church on Cayman Brac

CAYMAN ISLANDS
Director Steve Elsey is currently filling the pulpit for a few
weeks while one of the pastors on Cayman Brac, Sis. Sonya,
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recovers from hip surgery.
David Woods, who is under appointment with his family to
pastor in Cayman Brac, joined Steve for a couple of weeks.
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Please pray for David, Zenia, and their boys, as preparations
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are being made for their move. David and Zenia are traveling to
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represent their coming ministry on the Brac. If you would like

or wmsecretary@cogh.net.

