
“Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense, and myrrh.” Matthew 2:11b  

“… You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver 
or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ…”  I Peter 1:18,19  

“In this rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire – may be found to result 

in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  I Peter 1:6,7  

In the Christmas story, wise men offered gold to the baby Jesus. 
Shall we do likewise? We each have that capability, you know. 
As a Christian you carry gold with you everywhere you go. If you 
are like me, don’t waste your time checking your wallet. The 
gold a Christian has the benefit of is beyond earthly value. Let’s 
offer it to the Master.    

Geography and/or history buffs know that Ghana used to be 
called the Gold Coast. Directly to our west is Cote d’Ivoire, or the 
Ivory Coast. Logic tells us that elephants once used to be in 
abundance in the Ivory Coast, and logic is correct. Logic also tells us that there used to be much 
yellow gold in Ghana, and that logic is also correct. In fact, there is still much gold here. It has 
been estimated that only 5% of the world’s gold resources have been discovered. One of our 
pastors and many of our church folks have dug for gold. Some of their children still do. I meet 
gold company trucks practically every time I go to our remote villages. On dusty dirt roads they 
have very nearly run over me. ☺  

In today's market, gold is $1,710 per OUNCE. At the end of a hard day of digging, our people 
have related regarding the EXTENSIVE and quite thorough searches they undergo. You see, 
you can hide just a little bit of gold quite easily on your person. Yes, just a “little bit” of gold is 
extremely valuable. If I were a gold miner, I could hide the cost of a new dirt bike between my 
dirty toes. Imagine that! Nah, perhaps you shouldn’t imagine “that.”  

Others referred to this land as the Gold Coast because of the valuable slave trade many years 
ago. Numerous old slave castles dot the landscape along the coastland. We have visited many 
of them. Not long ago our villages celebrated the annual holiday to commemorate their 
forefathers who were sold into slavery either to the whites or warring tribes. Many became rich 
despite the fact that the lucrative business involved the captivity and bondage of innocent souls. 
Our people danced energetically that day, then cooked a great feast in the evening just to let it 
sit alone so that their dead ancestors might “eat.” The next morning the people ate the 
“leftovers.” 
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As valuable and tempting as gold is, the Scriptures teach that it is temporary and perishable. 
Real and lasting value involves the precious blood of Jesus Christ. Most believe that statement 
intellectually, yet things we can purchase with gold govern most individual’s lives. Gold (money) 
determines what people do, where they live, and how they spend the majority of their time. Of 
course, money is a factor in our life because we dwell in this world. Yet it should NOT be the 
primary factor in the choices Christians make which define our sense of happiness or self-worth. 
Peter says such a focus in our lives is futile. Satan desires for us to be his slave and cling to a bit 
of shiny dust from beneath our feet. The evil one can purchase some of us very cheap, indeed. It 
should not be so for one bought with such a valuable commodity as the blood of Jesus.  

Scripture teaches that “the love of money is the root of 
all evil.” What is your focus of faith upon? You say 
theologically your faith is in Jesus, yet practically 
speaking you admit your faith is in gold because that 
is what you seek, that is what gives you pleasure, and 
you will not be satisfied without it. You won’t even pay 
your tithe to the God who gives you everything. Friend, 
if your faith in Christ involves mere hope for the next 
world but not the world you live in, you are very poor 
indeed. All these are futile, fleeting things. If you 
believe this world is about gold and the next about 
Jesus, you have in impoverished soul. This world AND the next are both about Jesus.  

Some time ago a woman who professed Christ and attended our church was told by her family 
that if she did not come back to their religion they would NOT bury her when she died. They 
convinced her. She stopped attending church because she wanted her body of dust to be placed 
in a hole and covered up properly and with the traditional ritual. The testing of her faith was a 
failure, wasn’t it? Even if she was buried in gold, the Word says, “What shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?” Christ’s blood was given for each one of us yet is found worthless by 
most. You and I have an evaluation to make daily. What do we value in our lives?  

Now back to my initial question—how can we give gold to Jesus? Testing comes to each of us. 
You have experienced hardships, want, temptations, sickness, heartaches, etc. For a Christian, 
God has a glorious purpose for each trial. “You have been grieved by various trials so that the 
genuineness of your faith may be tested,” says Peter. God doesn’t need to find out if your faith is 
sincere or not. He knows already. He wants you to know. When you go through adversity and 
find that you have chosen Jesus and His way above everything in this world, then you have been 
tested by fire and your faith offered to Him is more precious than any gold of this world. As a 
result, you will realize that you, a vessel of clay, have presented a most noble and profound gift 
to the King of Kings. Then you will most certainly also present a glorious offering of praise and 
honor to the Lord Jesus Christ because you know it is only by and through His grace you have 
given such a marvelous gift to the Lord of all Glory.  

Gold is the pavement of Heaven and in that domain faith becomes sight. Until that day dawns 
upon us, shall we offer Jesus the dazzling, invaluable gold of our faith—faith which gives Him 
preeminence in all that we do?    

By His grace and for His glory,  

Jere and Ruth Ann 
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In Ghana we are “panning for gold,” but not 
the earthly kind. 


