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Dear Loyal Laity,

am thankful to Al mighty God for His
all you do for African Methodism and
i n Wil mington, DE went very well . We
ers and committee chairpersons gave a
we continued to have wonderful Bi bl e

Terri Fi sher .

Our workshops continue to be exciting
i vities, Si stAairdeosoap Hiomre oRF wlamh eri ng
busi nes meeting, we stild/l had t wo
Sister Christina Johnson from the Del
c We al so continue to take care of our
overd A message . . . .
from our President mi nutes of morning fitness. Our Frida
music director, Brother EafAndknmispmt, 4
together to make it all happen. Speci
Pages 24 Annual cus Burnett who gave a great message
Meeting Recap thank our Director of Public Relation
and making sure our meetings are stre
continue to give scholarships and t ha
Pages 5i Delaware Chairperson Sister Francine Davis and
and recognized For all who played an
Page 6- Our PR call
Thank you to those who trdBekeerdi ab S8e
Connectional Lay Organization. We had
SCCCRCRAIECERIERN c e ved many compliments on our attire
ay That worked well. Congratul atio
ay Person of the Year for the Connec
Pages © 10 NJ dult honoree, Brother Marcus Burnett
Page 18 Thank you We traveled to the Bronx for the cele
ies for the Connectional Lay Organi z
R amd er ful celebration. We traveled to se
came to training and special events i
We continue to visit your conferences
EEAOE GG | ove whatT HWe WORKNIAS ALL DI VI NE!
LIRS WERRUE | can do all things through Christ wt
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First Episcopal Di strict
Submitted by: Sister Cyn
First Episcopal Di strict

The First Episcopal District is sur-20¥8keepihgTh
Newo, |l saiah 43:19 and the Lay theme, -20.Fullhe nlLga yt
in Wil mington, Delaware for our Annual Lay Meet.i
Jul 221 2017. Rev. Dr. Silvester S. Beaman, Dr . |
us with giant smiles and a | ot of Kkisses.

Thursday evening, July 20, 2017, Del aware Confer
the work began with the packing of kits. Ther eos
Josephine. President Cheryl 6s EX ' g r d o
ship meetings are always full of anoc
Friday morning, July 21, 2017 beg 2 s i de
up at sunrise to work out. I f yof j oir
have you from 6:00 to 6:30 am, sSoFf S ne
Sheds waiting for you. Lay Chapl a Terr
Study al ways prepares us for the ead.
Dondét Bend, Doné6t B-@Bnbopcasi ngthan 1
What Sister Fisher was sayingj tet &8 4 y ou
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had done.

First Vice RresiCh&midit RBowasa gi ven the honor of ha
Sister Smith explained to them the role of the L
had Sister -Aodepbbne EalcbDerector really enjoy
greeting the new members. Sister Kitty Co-mbs ws
2017. There were a tot al of 69 Laity and Cl ergy
Jeffers, President of Philadel phia Conference Le
dear to the First Episcopal District Lay Organi z
| know that we al/l miss him as well as the ot hel
one of their family members and may they all Res
All of the committee chairpersons met with their
direction they wil/l go. The | ay members were gi
commi ttees are doing. Everyone came back toget he
how to become more effective.

After I unch we were welcomed with Songs of Prai s
Sister Christina Johnson, a young adult from t he
wor kshop entitl ed: AHow to Get Others to Go wit
Lay within our churches and how to grow our memt
heights. She talked about how you can see and r €
who they are. The same needs to happen with the
member ship and our churches. It was a great tin
The afternoon concluded with business session ar
very own Brother Marcus Burnett, First District
i ng Hi s topic was fALad.menHIiCh afrgews Mad rt ihptwu r2e8 : v
guestion, AWhere we would be if Harriett Tubman,



He explained that when teaching and training 1is
commanded wus to teach, but you cannot teach i f 'y
it wel |l Laymen Soldiers, we have a | ot of work
ing and we must do our Mastero6s wild/l Il f you we
er Marcus Burnett. Bi shop I ngram was al so well [
Bi shop I ngram, Who are you training to take your
First District Lay Choir was outstanding as al we
Job well done as we worshipped in song and prai ‘!
for the Officers by the Rev. Silvester Beaman, ¢
chAnderson and great remarks from our First Dist
pervisor, Rev. Dr. Jessica Ingram and our Bishorg
were asked to come forward. They are pictured akt
Saturday, July 22, 2017, the morning started off
First District Lay President and Registration al
the following students for their outstanding act
Church and Community in Partnership for the Educ
Scholarship winners fromSaeaabh 6bafveeenBegjfvenea E
Fi sher and Dante Sh-Amtal WgadNi coNewHEng{sardNawi &¢
Kiana Bennett and Ol iMi kayasal EenGecaeantAngkdéwaviadr k
Kell an, WesiMerlmiMew SYorMi-Mol enPMilchaael pliRodberts a
FCC Scholarship President Sister Mary Moot oo exrg
we must always remember that AA Mind is a troubl
encourage them as they walk this journey in |ife
The candidates running for Connectional Lay Pr es
Brother Charlie Nichols. They came to worship wi
brochure from Sister Gloria Byrd who was wunabl e
journey and pray Godds blessings upon them. The
The Presidentds goal was to bring some of the Fi
work together and share our fFEwrepgagd vendiwviexitmmrs .
cation, Si siYePrD Sisraenc tBourt,| eSi-Ctheir che Scme® oCh Swuipeu $
Sister Patr-WwslSaPNesad®mittparticipated. Each per
duties and responsibilities are within the Afrioc
pl aining in detail the rolls of their department
As the meeting was drawing to a cl osfrearweMewdr e gr
Bermuda in March 2018 President Hopewell gave I
Circle and Lay Benediction were given with a tot
meeting and we ask for his continued blessings
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Submitted by Sharon D. Dr ew, Direct

Del aware Conf er encreellLeagyt sOr@ra.ni Marttiiom A. Dr
president. During the Annual meeting held
Dover, Del awar e, Dr . Martin A. Drew was r e

Lay Organization.
Del aware Conference Evening of EI

On Friday, October 20, 2017, al | roads | e
where the Delaware Conference Lay Organi ze
gance. What an evening to behol d. The ev
Roach while the attendees gathered to awai
Si s. Maxine Lewis of Mt . Zion AME Chur ch,
Ceremonies for the evening. What a dynami

onation Ceremony and Bro. Joe Williams of Bethel AME Church, Milton, Delaware serenad -
ing the Royal Court.

The theme of the evening was a fATribute to Broadwa

|l eft the audience wanting more. The opening acts w
me mber of Bet hel AME Chur ch, Wil mi ngt on, Del awar e,
ElIli s B. Louden, pastor of Mt . Zion AME Church, Dov
Church, Smyrna, Del aware gave their dleteywi Adamg 6B
AME Church, Wil mi ngt on, Del awar e, ended the First g
Nuttino. We knew without any doubt B s a
Rev. Dr . Stanley G. Smit h, PastorD IE Ct
ni a, continued the show with

iNew Fangl ed aPrseaarcch efrr ova ntohe show @ = S . C
a member of Bet hel AME Church, Wi | m: ar e,
ing That Man of Minedo from AShowboa i ca
band, Br o. Harry Young. '

The evening continued with AThe Wi E s S Urp
Marti n, Pastor of Prospect AME Chu ;’own,
Scarecr ow, Si s. Ashl ey McBri de, Fi g Mur p
Pennsyl vani a, portrayed Dorothy anc i a |
AME Chur ch, Chester, Pennsylvania w T
thrilled the audience with fAEase on"™ » do
just in amazement of this joyful performance.

As the evening progressed, each performance got be:
vey B. Spar kman, 11 who i s the Pastor of St James
' i ams and Si s. Susi e Bl een, brother and sister act
duet , fiTo Be a Liono. Wel | , when we thought it cou
Dunbar, who got a call from her job and had to | eav
the West. Our final performance of the evening we
singing, AAnd | am Telling Youo from the show ADrean
This show wil/| go down in history for the Del aware
of entertainment from the Pastors and Laity of the
t hat evening. Thanks to our Di strict President, S
who were also in attendance. Everyone present kneyv
Kudos to the Ways and Means Committee and Dr. Mar t i

good food.



First Episcopal District Conferenc
Of ficiated by: LaSean Shelton
Director of Public Relations
Thursday, August 24, 2017

Si s Sean presente Attendees:
incentives (perhap/q LaSeRinrect o?Epifs PRpaIl Di stfrict
age people to foll
entity to find out|{q Connie WDildéatmsr of PR (PHil a
and what we are ab
a way of providing|yY Sharese DWirlesamr of PR (New Yo
Lay member s, -lbauyt nag
bers as wel . Meeting called to order at (8: 17
Facebook Live, I ns|{Sis. Sean greeted the partilcipa
and direct videos pravyer.
provide workshops, _
of an event Si s . Sis. Sean expressed the neeld to
portance of AHasht|gsogcial MethaoU@m&Mo)
ing the interest o
Hashtag phrase (ex Facebook
#voterfraud) )

Il nstagr am,;
Once connected to
Twitter, youdre ab Twitter; and
|l ook, follow etc. _ ) B o
meetings, or upComPubllc Pr omohrn omglf APRajyli o;
formation, not necessarily |l ay related.

Every conference should have a

™ Then you can invite others to |
CD Ejni a€9¢ which can provide information c
. WLEDGE ing. Most important to remember
COACHING ~ TEACHING |/ KIE is to obtain a media release foc
ITTKE“RJIB“E Htion not to provide pictures toc
_ﬁﬁﬂﬂw—P“ + WVl ease signed. Without a signat

< %sﬁ / "Schildren) must not be included

SKiLL | . . . S .
LE AR \ FSr oupsquire in di vi dual sign in,

E#pEKnENEE R DEVELQPMEMT V] o1 n.

Pagieest s up to the person to fi

YouTudlel ows the flexibility to watch videos of

case events or even PAiodviTdreaitnrianigni.ng vi deos ( ex
Many suggestions were given for use of YouTube.

shops, et c. Most I mportant is to remember wh
AME church. Care is needed to not wuse this as
topi c. We are representing God and His kingdon
Trend hopping is when you Hashtag something to

website (ex. Give birth to a new you! Find out
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Jarenwastea free born Black woman born into a poo
delivered by Richard All en. She experienced an i |
her mefimeoQor sp,reach the Gospel!o | 1 mmediately repl
|l i stened and again the stame Gospgel selemweidl It opstayw
will turn your enemies to become your friends. o
she endured resistance and was denied ordination
er. Jarena Lee is recognized as the fAf%essidomwomia
Gener al Conference in July 2016, she was ordai ne:

part3/3h91. ht ml)

Bi shop Vashti Madphhi Bickeyzia July 2000 when she
crated bishop of the AME Church. I n doing so, s
Her other Afirstso include being the first woman
Gener al Counci l Commi s s'iSers sa mch Hds tt hRi Grempe rafl  tCho
the PresidindEPisecapal oDishei t0. (http:// www. 10
Reverend Dr. Lewdhs Gaskexpé€&itemoed and dynamic pr

came the first woman President of Payne Theol ogi
AME institution which is 123 years old. This Afi
first African American woman t o bnee nibheer pA sessoicd eantti
ological Schools. Sheis also the first woman president of any of the historically Black theological seminaries.
Currently, she is president of the Gaskin Fitchu
community transformati on c¢ ebnassueldt ionrgg afniirzna tfiocorn sc. h u(l
Gaskin Fitchue)



