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LAY NEWSLETTER ¹march 2018 EDITI0N  

 

Dear Loyal Laity,  

 

I am thankful to Almighty God for His many blessings and I am grateful to each of you for 

all you do for African Methodism and the Lay Organization. Our Annual Meeting in July 

in Wilmington, DE went very well. We were able to get our business done as elected offic-

ers and committee chairpersons gave an account of our stewardship for the past year and 

we continued to have wonderful Bible Study under the leadership of our Chaplain, Sister 

Terri Fisher.   

 

Our workshops continue to be exciting and engaging and we thank our Director of Lay Ac-

tivities, Sister Josephine Fulcher-Anderson for organizing it all. Even though this is mainly 

a business meeting, we still had two workshops and one was presented by a young adult, 

Sister Christina Johnson from the Delaware Conference. She was awesome. 

 

We also continue to take care of our bodies (for those who will) by rising early for 30 

minutes of morning fitness. Our Friday night service was a huge success and we thank our 

music director, Brother Earl Knight and Sister Josephine Fulcher-Anderson, for working 

together to make it all happen. Special thanks to our speaker for the service, Brother Mar-

cus Burnett who gave a great message and we also congratulate him on his nuptials. We 

thank our Director of Public Relations, Sister LaSean Shelton for preparing our newsletter 

and making sure our meetings are streaming live so others can see what we are doing. We 

continue to give scholarships and thank our Scholarship President, Sister Mary Mootoo, 

Chairperson Sister Francine Davis and the committee for seeing that winners were present 

and recognized. For all who played any part, we are grateful.  

 

Thank you to those who traveled to Columbus, Ohio for the 35th Biennial Session of the 

Connectional Lay Organization. We had a wonderful delegation and we served well. I re-

ceived many compliments on our attire as we tried something new and dressed alike each 

day.  That worked well. Congratulations to Sister Wimphrey Jenkins who was selected as 

Lay Person of the Year for the Connectional Lay Organization and our First District Young 

Adult honoree, Brother Marcus Burnett. 

 

We traveled to the Bronx for the celebration honoring the outgoing Director of Lay Activi-

ties for the Connectional Lay Organization, Sister Edith Bartley Cartledge. It was a won-

derful celebration. We traveled to several lay days, had several speaking engagements, 

came to training and special events in your conferences and unfortunately even funerals. 

We continue to visit your conferences when we can to support and encourage because we 

love what we do and THE WORK IS ALL DIVINE! 

 ñI can do all things through Christ who gives me strengthò. Phil 4:13 
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       First Episcopal District Lay Annual Meeting 

 Submitted by: Sister Cynthia King 

      First Episcopal District Lay Historiographer 

 

The First Episcopal District is surely keeping up with the First District theme for 2017-2018, ñAll Things 

Newò, Isaiah 43:19 and the Lay theme, ñFulling the Great Commissionò, òMatthew 28: 16-20. The Lay met 

in Wilmington, Delaware for our Annual Lay Meeting which was held at the Doubletree Hotel by Hilton on 

July 21-22, 2017. Rev. Dr. Silvester S. Beaman, Dr. Martin Drew and the Delaware Conference welcomed 

us with giant smiles and a lot of kisses.   

Thursday evening, July 20, 2017, Delaware Conference welcomed us with dinner and gift bags.  After dinner 

the work began with the packing of kits. Thereôs a group of us that really look forward to this job with Sister 

Josephine.  President Cherylôs Executive Board meeting and the FCC Scholar-

ship meetings are always full of information and a great meet and greet for us. 

Friday morning, July 21, 2017 began with President Cheryl and her fitness team 

up at sunrise to work out.  If you have not joined her yet, she would love to 

have you from 6:00 to 6:30 am, so bring your sneakers and your workout gear.  

Sheôs waiting for you. Lay Chaplain, Sister Terri Fisherôs extraordinary Bible 

Study always prepares us for the best day ahead.  Her theme was ñDonôt Bow, 

Donôt Bend, Donôt Burnò, scripture Daniel 3:1-28 focusing on verses 24-25.   

What Sister Fisher was saying to us is that you can only serve one God   just as 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had done. 

First Vice President Donna-Lee Chandler-Smith was given the honor of hosting our First Timerôs Seminar. 

Sister Smith explained to them the role of the Laity and the A.M.E. Church and answered any questions they 

had. Sister Josephine Fulcher-Anderson, Lay Director really enjoy seeing and welcoming everyone back and 

greeting the new members.  Sister Kitty Combs was the Chairperson for Our Memorial Tribute for 2016-

2017.  There were a total of 69 Laity and Clergy members who departed this Earthly Realm.  Brother Walter 

Jeffers, President of Philadelphia Conference Lay and Connectional Lay Director of Public Relations was 

dear to the First Episcopal District Lay Organization.  

 I know that we all miss him as well as the other 68 members.  May God continue to bless each and every 

one of their family members and may they all Rest in Peace. 

All of the committee chairpersons met with their committees and talked about where they are and in what 

direction they will go.  The lay members were given a chance to meet with and learn about what the various 

committees are doing. Everyone came back together and reported on what was shared in their meetings and 

how to become more effective.  

After lunch we were welcomed with Songs of Praise by Chaplain Fisher and the Praise and Worship team. 

Sister Christina Johnson, a young adult from the Delaware Conference, was the presenter for the afternoon 

workshop entitled:  ñHow to Get Others to Go with Youò. She focused on teaching us how to advertise the 

Lay within our churches and how to grow our membership so we can thrive and take Godôs work to greater 

heights. She talked about how you can see and recognize several company slogans and know immediately 

who they are. The same needs to happen with the Lay. We need a branding to advertise and to and grow our 

membership and our churches.  It was a great time and an abundance of ideas were shared.  

 

The afternoon concluded with business session and dinner.  Evening worship service began at 7:00 p.m.  Our 

very own Brother Marcus Burnett, First District Young Adult Representative was the speaker for the even-

ing.  His topic was ñLaymen Chargeò Matthew 28:16-20.  His focus scripture was verse 20.  He asked the 

question, ñWhere we would be if Harriett Tubman, Martin Luther King and others did not answer the call?ò  



 
 

 He explained that when teaching and training is done correctly it will have a great impact on people. Jesus 

commanded us to teach, but you cannot teach if you do not know yourself. We must teach members and do 

it well. Laymen Soldiers, we have a lot of work to do. We have been charged to keep effective training go-

ing and we must do our Masterôs will.  If you were not there, you missed a great message.  We thank Broth-

er Marcus Burnett. Bishop Ingram was also well pleased with the message. The question was asked by the 

Bishop Ingram, Who are you training to take your place when the time comes for you to leave officeò. The 

First District Lay Choir was outstanding as always under the direction of Brother Earl Knight. 

 Job well done as we worshipped in song and praise. The service concluded with a prayer of Rededication 

for the Officers by the Rev. Silvester Beaman, acknowledgements by Director of Lay Activities Sister Ful-

cher-Anderson and great remarks from our First District President, Sister Hopewell, Episcopal District Su-

pervisor, Rev. Dr. Jessica Ingram and our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Gregory G. M. Ingram. All of those under 40 

were asked to come forward. They are pictured above.   

Saturday, July 22, 2017, the morning started off with the First Fitness workout lead by none other than our 

First District Lay President and Registration also took place. The FCC Scholarship Committee recognized 

the following students for their outstanding achievements in education.  The theme for this year was ñThe 

Church and Community in Partnership for the Education of our Youthò.  

Scholarship winners from each Conference were: Bermuda-Sasha Shawnee Griffin, Delaware-Rogjenea E. 

Fisher and Dante Shamir Wyatt, New England-Natalie Nicole Hinton, New Jersey Conference-Stephanie 

Kiana Bennett and Olivia Joselle Grant, New Yorkï Mikayala Eunice Angel and Kashaya Monet Smith-

Kellan, Western New York-Melaine S. Minor, Philadelphia- Arlen Michael Roberts and Jhiani Gilyard. 

FCC Scholarship President Sister Mary Mootoo expressed her well wishes to the honorees and stated that 

we must always remember that ñA Mind is a trouble thing to Wasteò and we must stand by our youth and 

encourage them as they walk this journey in life. 

The candidates running for Connectional Lay President in attendance were Sister Valerie Gary Bell and 

Brother Charlie Nichols. They came to worship with us and attend our annual lay meeting. We received a 

brochure from Sister Gloria Byrd who was unable to attend. We wish all of the candidates well on their 

journey and pray Godôs blessings upon them. The final workshop was on ñCollaborationò.  

The Presidentôs goal was to bring some of the First District component heads together so that we can all 

work together and share our purpose and visions.  Rev. Jay Broadnax -Executive Director of Christian Edu-

cation, Sister Susan Butler - YPD Director, Sister Jeanne Chavious - Church School Superintendent, and 

Sister Patricia Nira Smith - WMS President participated.  Each person explained what their departmentôs 

duties and responsibilities are within the African Methodism Episcopal Church. They did a great job ex-

plaining in detail the rolls of their departments. 

As the meeting was drawing to a close, we were reminded that we will meet at our Mid-Year Meeting in 

Bermuda in March 2018. President Hopewell gave her yearly report which was outstanding. The Closing 

Circle and Lay Benediction were given with a total count of 230 in the closing circle.  God blessed our 

meeting and we ask for his continued blessings until we meet again. 

 

 





Submitted by Sharon D. Drew, Director of Public Relations 

 

Delaware Conference Lay Organization re-elects Dr. Martin A. Drew for another term as 

president.  During the Annual meeting held on November 4, 2017 at Mt. Zion AME Church in 

Dover, Delaware, Dr. Martin A. Drew was reelected to another term as president to serve the 

Lay Organization. 

Delaware Conference Evening of Elegance 

 

On Friday, October 20, 2017, all roads led to Modern Maturity Center in Dover, Delaware 

where the Delaware Conference Lay Organization held their Third Annual Evening of Ele-

gance.  What an evening to behold.  The evening began with listening music by Bro. George 

Roach while the attendees gathered to await the start of the program. 

 

     Sis. Maxine Lewis of Mt. Zion AME Church, Dover, Delaware served as the Mistress of 

Ceremonies for the evening.  What a dynamic young lady.  The evening opened with the Cor-

onation Ceremony and Bro. Joe Williams of Bethel AME Church, Milton, Delaware serenad-

ing the Royal Court.   

 

     The theme of the evening was a ñTribute to Broadwayò and the show did just that.  Song after song, each group 

left the audience wanting more.  The opening acts were renditions from ñPorgy and Bessò.  Sis. Vivian Marshall, a 

member of Bethel AME Church, Wilmington, Delaware, opened the show with ñSummertimeò, followed by Rev. 

Ellis B. Louden, pastor of Mt. Zion AME Church, Dover, Delaware, and Sis. Alva Clark, a member of Bethel AME 

Church, Smyrna, Delaware gave their duet singing ñBess, You is My Woman, Nowò and Torey Adams of Bethel 

AME Church, Wilmington, Delaware, ended the First group with ñI Got Plenty of 

Nuttinò.  We knew without any doubt that this was a Broadway Show.  

 

     Rev. Dr. Stanley G. Smith, Pastor of Asbury AME Church, Chester, Pennsylva-

nia, continued the show with  

ñNew Fangled Preacher Manò, a song from the show ñPurlieò.   Sis. Dorothy Young, 

a member of Bethel AME Church, Wilmington, Delaware, gave us ñCanôt Stop Lov-

ing That Man of Mineò from ñShowboatò.   She dedicated her song to her late hus-

band, Bro. Harry Young. 

 

     The evening continued with ñThe Wizò.  What a surprise when Rev. Janet Maull-

Martin, Pastor of Prospect AME Church, Georgetown, Delaware, portrayed the 

Scarecrow, Sis. Ashley McBride, First Lady of Murphy AME Church, Chester, 

Pennsylvania, portrayed Dorothy and Rev. Belindia Boyer, Pastor of Mt. Hebron 

AME Church, Chester, Pennsylvania was the Lion.   The group was in costume and 

thrilled the audience with ñEase on Down the Roadò.  Everyone in the audience was 

just in amazement of this joyful performance. 

 

     As the evening progressed, each performance got better and better.  ñMean Ole Lionò was performed by Rev. Har-

vey B. Sparkman, III who is the Pastor of St. James Union AME Church in Frederica, Delaware.  Bro. Tyrin Wil-

liams and Sis. Susie Bleen, brother and sister act from Byrdôs AME Church, Clayton, Delaware played and sang a 

duet, ñTo Be a Lionò.  Well, when we thought it couldnôt get any better, ñNo Bad Newsò was sung by Sis. Deborah 

Dunbar, who got a call from her job and had to leave singing her song.  What a surprise from the Wicked Witch of 

the West.   Our final performance of the evening was the conference Director of Lay Activities, Sis. Denise Hope 

singing, ñAnd I am Telling Youò from the show ñDream Girlsò.   

 

     This show will go down in history for the Delaware Conference Lay Organization, in addition to a great evening 

of entertainment from the Pastors and Laity of the Delaware Conference, we entertained more than 300 persons on 

that evening.   Thanks to our District President, Sis. Cheryl Hammond Hopewell and her husband, Irvin Hopewell 

who were also in attendance.   Everyone present knew they had spent a night on Broadway.   

 

 Kudos to the Ways and Means Committee and Dr. Martin A. Drew for a great evening of fun, entertainment, and 

good food. 



First Episcopal District Conference Call 

Officiated by:  LaSean Shelton 

Director of Public Relations 

Thursday, August 24, 2017 

Sis. Sean presented examples to provide 

incentives (perhaps gift cards) to encour-

age people to follow and/or join the SM 

entity to find out what the Lay is doing 

and what we are about. Also, using SM is 

a way of providing information not only to 

Lay members, but also for non-Lay mem-

bers as well. 

Facebook Live, Instagram Live, YouTube 

and direct videos all provide a platform to 

provide workshops, training or the sharing 

of an event. Sis. Sean explained the im-

portance of ñHashtagò as a form of peak-

ing the interest of others by a catching 

Hashtag phrase (ex. #proudame; or 

#voterfraud) 

Once connected to a SM entity, such as 

Twitter, youôre able to invite friends to 

look, follow etc. You can Tweet about our 

meetings, or upcoming events, or any in-

formation, not necessarily lay related. 

Every conference should have a Face Book and Twitter page.  

Then you can invite others to join such as: other conferences 

which can provide information on what other conferences are do-

ing. Most important to remember before posting pictures of events 

is to obtain a media release for adults and for children.  Take cau-

tion not to provide pictures to post on SM without having a re-

lease signed.  Without a signature, those persons (adults and/or 

children) must not be included. 

Groups ï require individual sign in, and you can invite others to 

join. 

Pages ï itôs up to the person to find and read. 

YouTube ï allows the flexibility to watch videos of meetings you may not have been able to attend, show-

case events or even provide training videos (ex. 1st Aid Training).   

Many suggestions were given for use of YouTube.  Reaching out to the youth, providing literacy work-

shops, etc.    Most important is to remember whatever you post or others post is a direct reflection of the 

AME church.  Care is needed to not use this as a personal platform to express your personal opinions on a 

topic.  We are representing God and His kingdom! 

Trend hopping is when you Hashtag something to peak interest to further explore a particular subject or 

website (ex. Give birth to a new you! Find out more on AME.com, etc) 

Attendees: 

¶ LaSean - Director of PR (1st Episcopal District) 

¶ Connie Williams ï Director of PR (Philadelphia Conference) 

¶ Sharese Wilson ï Director of PR (New York Conference) 

Meeting called to order at 8:17 pm. 

Sis. Sean greeted the participants and Sis. Connie opened in 

prayer. 

Sis. Sean expressed the need to connect the Lay organization to 

Social Media (ñSMò) through: 

Facebook; 

Instagram; 

Twitter; and 

Public Promotion (ñPPò) through: Radio; 
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   BY Connie Williams, pclo Director of PR   

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ .ƭŀŎƪ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘΦ ¢ƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƛƳπ

ǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ½ƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 

aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƛǘƘ 

ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŀƴŎŜΦ άL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ƳŜέΣ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ пΥмоΣ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛŀōƭŜ 

ǘŜǎǝƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !a9 ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ 

ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎǝƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ άŬǊǎǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎΣ ŦǳƭŬƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ  

            WŀǊŜƴŀ [ŜŜ                              .ƛǎƘƻǇ ±ŀǎƘǝ aǳǊǇƘȅ aŎYŜƴȊƛŜ                wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ 5ǊΦ [ŜŀƘ Dŀǎƪƛƴ 

CƛǘŎƘǳŜ 

Jarena Lee was a free born Black woman born into a poor family in 1783. In 1819, she heard a sermon 

delivered by Richard Allen. She experienced an immediate and powerful conversion which she described in 

her memoirs, ñéGo preach the Gospel!ò I immediately replied aloud, ñNo one will believe me.ò Again, I 

listened and again the same voice seemed to say, ñPreach the Gospel; I will put words in your mouth and 

will turn your enemies to become your friends.ò Given permission to preach and licensed by Richard Allen, 

she endured resistance and was denied ordination because of her gender. She became a travelling preach-

er. Jarena Lee is recognized as the ñfirstò woman preacher of the AME Church. At the 50th session of the 

General Conference in July 2016, she was ordained posthumously.  (http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/

part3/3h91.html) 

 

Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie made history in July 2000 when she became the 117th elected and conse-

crated bishop of the AME Church.  In doing so, she became the first woman to be elected to the Episcopacy.   

Her other ñfirstsò include being the first woman to   be President of the Council of Bishops, Chair of the 

General Council Commission and Host Bishop of the 49th session of the General Conference. Currently she is 

the Presiding Prelate of the 10th Episcopal District.  (http://www.10thdistrictame.org/bishop.html) 

 

Reverend Dr. Leah Gaskin Fitchue was an experienced and dynamic preacher and educator when she be-

came the first woman President of Payne Theological Seminary in 2003 and served until 2015.  Payne is an 

AME institution which is 123 years old. This ñfirstò established others.   Reverend Dr. Fitchue is also the 

first African American woman to be the president of a member school of the 270-member Association of The-

ological Schools. She is also the first woman president of any of the historically Black theological seminaries. 

Currently, she is president of the Gaskin Fitchue Group, a leadership development and organizational and 

community transformation consulting firm for churches and faith-based organizations. (Bio of Rev. Dr. Leah 

Gaskin Fitchue) 

WŀǊŜƴŀ [ŜŜ                              .ƛǎƘƻǇ ±ŀǎƘǝ aǳǊǇƘȅ aŎYŜƴȊƛŜ                wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ 5ǊΦ [ŜŀƘ Dŀǎƪƛƴ CƛǘŎƘǳŜ  

 BY Connie Williams, pclo Director of PR   


