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To the Loyal Laity of the First Episcopal
District,
It is with much gratitude and a humble heart
that I begin this journey as President of the
First Episcopal District Lay Organization.
This Lay Organization through the years has
had wonderful and dedicated leaders who in
their own way have taken us to higher
heights. There is no need to stop now.
The AME Church has a rich legacy and so
does the First Episcopal District Lay Organization. It is my desire as the others have
done to take us to even higher heights.
Philippians 4:13 reminds us that “we can do
all things through Christ who gives us
strength”. With the help of the Lord and all of us working together, we Can and
we Will.
When I started this journey, I asked the conference presidents to give me their
schedules because it was my goal to visit all of the conferences by the July annual
meeting.
This is in addition to making all of the conference lay nights. I can say I have successfully visited all the conferences by the February mid-year meeting.
First Episcopal District Lay Officers
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July – Thanking God for the opportunity to serve this wonderful organization as president. After the election, standing with our First Episcopal
District Lay President, Sister Mary Mootoo and my newly elected Conference President, Brother Walter Jeffers.
July - The day after I was elected, my husband, Irvin and I went to the
Delaware Conference Lay Organization 5th Sunday worship service at
Bethel, Milford and then we were invited to dinner with DE Conference
President, Dr. Martin Drew, his wife Sister Sharon Drew and the former
Delaware Conference Lay President, Sister Edna Sharp and her husband, Brother Joseph Sharp.
August – Attended the Philadelphia Conference
Lay Organization Cookout in Gap, PA. There was a
wonderful sign celebrating me as district president and Walter as Conference President.
September – Attended the Philadelphia Conference Lay Executive
Board Meeting and Monthly Meeting. The Conference surprised me
with an engraved gavel.
September – Traveled to the NJ Conference for the Lay Day at St.
James, Atlantic City. Rev. James Coaxum, pastor. Dr. Juanita High, Director of Lay Activities. Judge Tania Wright was also present.
October – Attended the Philadelphia Conference Lay Awards Luncheon
and the Annual Lay Retreat. PE Janet Sturdivant was the Retreat
preacher and Sister Terri Fisher was the Retreat workshop facilitator.
October – Traveled to Buffalo, NY in the Western New York Conference
for the YPD Annual Meeting and their election of officers. This was also
the time that I met with Conference Lay President Caroline HoffmanVeasey and the Millennium Hotel representative to view the space and
to sign the contract for the First Episcopal District Lay Mid-Year Meeting.
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October – Traveled to Dover in the Delaware Conference Lay Organization under the leadership of
President Martin Drew to attend their Evening of
Elegance.
Also in October attended the 50th Celebration of
the Lay Organization at Mt. Zion, Dover.
October – Traveled to Trenton, NJ to attend the New
Jersey Conference Lay Organization Annual Meeting
under the leadership of President Jeronia McClish
and to hold their election of officers. Congratulations to Sister Jacqueline Sibblies, the newly elected
NJ Conference Lay President. PE Elders Wade and
Leak were also present.
October - Traveled to Cinnaminson, NJ to attend the NJ Conference Lay 5th Sunday Worship Service in Cinnaminson, NJ.
Rev. Michael Chism was the preacher.
November – Traveled to Freeport, NY to
be the lay speaker at Bethel, Freeport.
Brother William Lee, Local Lay President,
Pastor the Rev. Stephen Michael Lewis.
Newly elected NY Conference President,
Sister Bonita O’Neal was present as well
as many of the members of the NY Conference Lay Organization. I am grateful for
the gifts presented to me.
November – Traveled to Browns Mills, NJ to attend the New Jersey
Conference Lay Organization monthly meeting under the leadership of
President Jacqueline Sibblies.
November – While in NJ, attended YPD Sunday at St. Paul, Pleasantville where local lay president, Sister Marie Merritt received the
YPD’er for life award. Pastor, the Rev. Lynda Rassmann. PE Dixon was
also present.
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December – Traveled to the New England Conference to
attend the Executive Board Meeting being held at Bethel,
Norwalk, CT. under the leadership of newly elected Conference President, Sister Linda Gant. I am grateful for the
lovely NE Conference Lay shirt and the other gifts received as they had a Christmas gift exchange. While in
the New England Conference, also attended a Christmas
Party sponsored by the WMS of Bethel, Stamford and
morning worship service at Bethel, Stamford, the Rev.
Robert Jackson, pastor. We were treated to a lovely dinner after service with some of the members of Bethel,
Stamford and NE Conference President Linda Gant.
January – Traveled to Freeport, NY to
attend the New York Conference Lay
Organization Service of Praise and
Thanksgiving and the Day of Training
under the leadership of the newly
elected New York Conference Lay President Sister Bonita O’Neal and Conference Director of Lay
Activities, Sister Shirley Canty. I am grateful for the lovely planter presented to me at the meeting by the Conference President.
January – Traveled to New Jersey Conference to
Bethel, Morristown to present a workshop on Saturday and bring the message on Sunday. Thanks to
Pastor Sidney Williams and the officers and members
of Bethel, Morristown for the opportunity. I am grateful for the chocolates and the flowers given to me.
January – Traveled to Bermuda to attend the
Bermuda Conference Lay Organization Annual
Meeting and to hold their Election of Officers
under the leadership of Bermuda Conference
President, Brother W. Anthoni Lightbourne.
There was a service on Friday night and the
business and election on Saturday. PE Elders
Woolridge and Dill were in attendance and several of the clergy. Congratulations to Sister Linda Bean, the newly elected Bermuda Conference
Lay President. Connectional Lay Historiographer Sister Pamela Tilley also traveled to Bermuda.
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While in Bermuda, also attended the Lay Service at Bethel where the Rev. Ruth Van Lowe Smith
is the Pastor and the Rev. Larry Smith is the Associate Minister. Grateful for all the hospitality
extended while in Bermuda.
In addition to all of the above, I attended the
First District WMS Fall Luncheon at First District
Plaza, the Connectional Lay Executive Board
Meeting in Columbus, Ohio, the Payne Theological Seminary Board Meeting in Wilberforce,
Ohio, the Philadelphia Conference Branch WMS
Christmas Luncheon in Drexel Hill, PA, the First District Christmas Party at First District Plaza
and five of the seven Advent Services. TGBTG
Yes, it has been busy but oh, so rewarding. It was wonderful and I was truly blessed to be with
you in your conferences and look forward to the series of Annual Conferences. God has been
good and it does not yet appear as to even greater things that will take place.
Yours in His Service,

Cheryl Hammond Hopewell,
President
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Jacqueline Sibblies Elected
New Jersey Conference Lay President
Submitted by Sister Sharon Carmichael
Director of Public Relations, New Brunswick District Lay

The New Jersey Conference Lay Organization Annual Meeting was held on October 22, 2016 at Greater
Mt. Zion AME Church, in Trenton, NJ.
Congratulations to Sis. Jacqueline Sibblies, the newly elected New Jersey Conference Lay President.
She succeeds Sister Jeronia McClish, who served 2 terms (4 years) as the President.
Sis. Sibblies brings the experience of several years of service at various levels of the Lay Organization.
These include offices at the local church, District, Conference, and First Episcopal District levels.
Congratulations also to the newly elected New Jersey Conference Lay Organization officers:
1st Vice President - Sis. Carol Lida
2nd Vice President - Sis. Evelyn Collins
3rd Vice President - Sis. Jannie Foxworth
Recording Secretary - Sis. Tracee Baker
Assistant Recording Secretary - Sis. Arlene Sumner
Corresponding Secretary - Sis. Dorothy Chandler
Financial Secretary - Sis. Shelly R. Eaddy
Treasurer - Sis. Francine Davis
Chaplain - Brother Ronald Collins
Director of Lay Activities - Sis. Elizabeth Clark
Director of Public Relations - Sis. Donnessa Victor
First Episcopal District Lay Organization President Cheryl Hammond Hopewell presided commendably
over the elections.
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ANNUAL LAY DAY CELEBRATION AT MT. TABOR AME CHURCH
Reported by Sister Juanita Bryant, Local Lay President
The officers and members of the Mt. Tabor Church family were especially blessed as the Lay Organization
observed ANNUAL LAY DAY, on Sunday, July 24, 2016, at the 11 a.m. Worship Service. Although the
annual day was rescheduled this year from the usual observance (4 th Sunday in June), there was an air of
excitement as visitors, which included officers and members of the Philadelphia Conference Lay Organization, arrived to share in the worship experience and to enjoy a time of fellowship.
Sister Lisa Waddell, the vice chairperson of the Steward Board and a dedicated lay person, served
as a most capable worship leader as the Connectional Lay Organization theme “Laity Fulfilling The Great
Commission” was lifted up throughout the service. The Mt. Tabor Male Chorus sang soul stirring renditions of “old school” gospel selections that brought many worshippers to their feet! In addition to newly
elected Conference President, Brother Walter Jeffers, Sister Cheryl Hammond Hopewell, who is now the
newly elected President of the First Episcopal District Lay Organization, were also present. Other conference guests who served as worship participants included Sister Bernice Green (Bethel AME Church,
Ardmore), Sister Tameko Patton (Calvary AME Church) and Brother Andree Turner (Campbell AME
Church, Frankford).
The lay messenger for the day was Brother Everett A. Gillison, Member of the Pennsylvania Board
of Prisons and Parole. Prior to this appointment, Brother Gillison served as Deputy Mayor for the City of
Philadelphia under former Mayor Michael Nutter. He also worked as a trial attorney and advocate in the
Defenders Association of Philadelphia for over 23 years. Brother Gillison gave an excellent and thought
provoking message which asked the question “What Kind of Laity Will You Be?” In addition to Matthew
28: 16-20, which is the Scriptural basis for the Lay theme, Brother Gillison challenged those present to also be guided in the work of lay ministry by commandments of Jesus that can be found in the other gospels
(John 13:3-4, Mark 6:7, Luke 10:28-37). The message was well received.
Pastor Albert Johnson extended the invitation to Christian Discipleship and Brother Andree Turner
invited persons to join the local Lay Organization. One new member was received. A sumptuous meal,
prepared by Sister Carolyn Jones, Director of Lay Activities, was enjoyed by all following the service.
THE WORK IS ALL DIVINE!!
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BETHEL AME CHURCH LAY ORGANIZATION
READING, PA
The Bethel AME Church celebrated it annual day on Sunday, July 17, 2016.
Sister Starsha Divine Frierson of Grimes AME Church, Phoenixville, PA did a phenomenal job as she served
as our Worship Leader. The service included the Doxology, Call to Worship followed by the singing of The
Lay Hymn. Sister Anita Hannah Matthews of Monumental AMEC, Steelton, delivered an inspiring invocation.
Bethel’s Choir used their melodious voices to sing the songs of Zion throughout the High worship service.
The scripture (Matthew 28:16-20 was read by Brother Eddie Lovelace Local President of Bethel AMEC,
Bristol, PA. The service continued with the Decalogue followed by a selection from the music ministry. Our
Pastor, Rev. Alberta Jones gave pastoral emphasis. Sister Jhiani Gilyard gave a hearty welcome to our visitors and Brother Hosea Jackson of Bethel AMEC, Bryn Mawr, responded vigorously to the welcome.
Sister Lynn Ragsdale led everyone in the Lay Litany after which pastor extended everyone an opportunity to
come to the altar and leave their burdens there. During the Dance Ministry, “The Divine Inspirations”, Taylor Golden and Jhiani Gilyard, performed well in a Liturgical Dance. Sister Margaret Miller, Mt. Pisgah
AME Church, Phila., PA, introduced Andree Turner, 3rd Vice President of PCLO & a member of Campbell
AME Church, Frankfort who delivered an inspiring message titled “No Doubt About It.”
Brother Shawn Lee, Local Lay President of Bethel AMEC, Bryn Mawr, extended an invitation to all members to join the Lay Organization. Pastor Jones called for the Lay Members to come to the Altar for rededication as they embark upon another year of Lay Ministry.
Remarks were given by Sister Mildred Gilyard, local Lay President, Sister Cheryl Hammond Hopewell,
PCLO President and Pastor Alberta Jones. The service concluded with Confirmation of Faith, the Doxology
followed by the Lay Benediction.
The members of Bethel’s Lay Organization wish to thank
God for His goodness and blessings. We extend a Special
Thanks to all who shared in our special day.
The fellowship continued as everyone enjoyed a delicious
meal before departing.
“To God be All the Glory”
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Did you know? The 1st Episcopal District has a new interactive website available
to you now!
Please check out the First Things First Channel, our President Cheryl HammondHopewell has a message for you and there is a Social Media training called
“Globally Connecting the Church—One Click at a Time”
Guess what? Instructions on how YOU can submit videos that are helpful for the
good and growth of the Lay Organization!
Contact Sister LaSean R Shelton,
1st District Director of Public Relations
(302)981-2607
letpeacebestill@gmail.com
www.1stdistrictlay.org
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AME Social Action Commission is the social justice arm of the AME Church.
It's work is representative of the ongoing fight for Civil Rights and Social Justice in the
world, and ongoing efforts to uplift and educate throughout all of our endeavors.
Social Action is basic to ministry in African Methodism.
Social action is the practice of taking action – usually as part of an organized group or community – to
create positive change. Sometimes social action can lead to profound social change, as in the case of the
Civil Rights Movement; sometimes social action seeks more limited and specific changes – the preservation of an open space, for example, or better pay for a specific group of workers.
Social action, by its nature, is often practiced by those who either traditionally have little power in society
– the poor, minorities, or people with disabilities, for example – but it may also be used by any group that
feels its concerns are being ignored. By working together, members of these groups can exercise power
collectively because of their numbers, using the media, their votes, boycotts, and other types of social,
political, and economic pressure to convince those in power to rethink their positions

Ask how to join the Social Action Committee
on at your Church or expand your horizons on
a Conference, District or Connectional Level!
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There are several reasons why social action is often the appropriate choice:
It can empower and energize populations that have traditionally been powerless, or haven’t understood
their potential for exercising power. The experience of participating in an action – especially if it’s successful – can be uplifting for people who’ve never thought they could influence the course of events. It
can change the way they look at themselves, and give them a different perspective on what’s possible.
And it can prepare and sustain them for along struggle to achieve far-reaching goals.
This can be true even for people who may not have been part of the original action. Witnessing what people like themselves can accomplish may inspire others either to join the current effort, or to join – or even
start – similar efforts in the future.


It can unify communities. Collective action brings people together in
the way that many collaborative activities do. It creates a spirit of
shared effort and shared passion, and binds individuals into a community of shared purpose.



It can demonstrate to the larger community that the organized group is a
force to be reckoned with. People have to respect and deal with its
needs and interests, even if they don’t agree with them.



It may be the only thing that will move a stubborn opponent. The targets of social action may have been in power for a long time, or may
believe that things were simply meant to be the way they are. It may
take a long campaign of action to convince them that they have to address your concerns.



It may be seen as morally necessary. Social action can be hard and unpopular. People generally engage in it because they believe their cause is right, and may see it as their moral duty to do something
about it.



When the writer and naturalist Henry David Thoreau was jailed for refusing to pay a tax to support
the Mexican War, his friend Ralph Waldo Emerson, the philosopher, asked him “Why are you in
there?” Thoreau replied with his own question: “Why are you not in here?” He clearly saw his action
as a moral issue.



It can motivate people to take other kinds of positive action. Once people realize that they can influence what happens in their world, they become willing to take on other kinds of tasks – starting cooperatives, rehabilitating derelict housing, cleaning up neighborhoods. They begin to understand that
they have the resources to solve many of their own problems, and they develop the motivation and
skills to use those resources.



It can be the beginning of a process that ends in a more unified larger community. Once a group has
established its strength and made clear that it can’t be pushed, there is a possibility of accommodation
and eventual collaboration with those who were once its opponents. It can lead to long-term positive
social change.
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Social action is different from locality development…but not entirely. Both start with the most important
parts of community organizing – getting to know the community and its individual members, making personal contacts, and establishing trust both with and among community members. The steps to getting
the community involved are discussed in detail in Section 2 of this chapter, Locality Development. We’ll
review them briefly here, and add some details that are specific to organizing for social action.
Once the community is involved and a structure for action has been created – and it’s been determined
from that process that social action is what’s needed in this situation – planning is the next step. Plans
then have to be turned into action, and your strategy carried out. Finally, you have to follow up, evaluate
what you’ve done, and decide what your next step will be.
Preparing for social action


Get to know the community. Learn community history, passions, relationships, and culture. Get acquainted with as many individuals as possible – have conversations not just about politics or social
issues, but about families, sports, relationships, and your own histories. In other words, make friends
as you would in any other circumstances.



Identify the issues that are likely to lead the community to social action. The assumption behind organizing is that this is a community that has traditionally felt powerless. What is important enough
to move people to act?



The answer to this question, if it is to lead to anything, must come from the community itself. In
meetings with individuals and groups, especially those in which community members discuss issues
with one another, the major community concerns should surface. It is sometimes an organizer’s job
to frame these concerns in terms that resonate with community members. Just as often, however,
they’re already clear to nearly everyone, and the organizer’s task is to help people understand that
they can take action.



Identify and contact key individuals and groups. Starting with trusted and respected individuals and
groups gives you automatic access to much of the community. If the priest or another key individual
vouches for you, or if you’re working with a well-known and well-respected community-based organization or institution, you have credibility.

In addition, these individuals and groups can help you avoid making damaging mistakes by informing you
about relationships within the community, past failures and successes relating to organizing and the issues at hand, and other factors that might affect your effort. As we discussed earlier in this section,
whether you concentrate on individuals or groups may depend on the situation of the community you’re
approaching. Where groups exist – churches, unions, community-based health and human service organizations, fraternal and service organizations, etc. – most organizers would try to use them as a base, since
they already have members and structure. Where there are no or few functioning groups, key individuals
are much more important, both in gaining access to others in the community, and in bringing people together.
Even where there are many groups in the community, your first contacts will usually be with individuals.
How those individuals – clergy persons, organization directors, business owners – view you may well determine whether their organizations will join the effort. Thus, establishing relationships with key individuals is often the first step toward successful community organizing .
Data from CTBKU.EDU
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Globally Bridging The Church– One Post at a Time
Developed by LaSean R Shelton

There has been a lot of talk regarding Social Media in the Church,
in todays’ day and age, we as a Connectional Church cannot ignore the growing demand for our Churches to become “Social”
Terms like “Tweet Your Sermon and” posting that you are in
Church with your Church tagged to the post truly makes difference.
So, what should you focus on when becoming “Social”? There are several ways that we can become the
walking billboard for the Church all while keeping it Holy! Here is a brief overview of what we can do:


Establish online mobile giving– this gives congregants and or benevolent people the opportunity to
sow into the Church 24/7, it also gives those that are sick and shut or those working or on vacation an
opportunity to tithe while away.



Social media (Facebook, twitter, etc)- the best way to reach the masses is by using Social Media outlets and linking them together. For example, if you linked Instagram, Facebook and Twitter together, it would be post delivered to multiple places. Hootsuite is a full service delivery site that does wonders for marketing.



Podcasting– this is one my FAVORITE mode of Social media because
you can have a recorded session posted on iTunes and other media outlets all with the click of the mouse! This is a great way to post Sermons
as well as Lay events. Think of it as a personal radio station.



Video Integration (Vimeo, Youtube, etc)- we ALL should have a
YouTube Channel because it gives an array of information in video form
for those to watch. YouTube is the worlds largest video integration platform with millions of download and uploads per day! If people can become over night celebrities because of YouTube, why can’t we fulfill the
Great Commission the same way—via YouTube? It is possible.



Live streaming– By far the BEST way to gain traction and new followers!!! Between Facebook Live,
Instagram Live, Periscope and Merkaat, these sites proves to be the most effective because the viewer
is watching you REAL TIME like a television show if you will. Two examples that jump out at me
are when I used Periscope to record the Millennial session during our last Annual Meeting. Simply by
using hashtags (#) like #IamAME or #LayMeeting it became viral and allowed folks globally watch
the session. Another example is when Dr. Drew facilitated a Black History Month presentation and I
used Facebook Live to capture it. I was able to film Dr. Drew, answer questions & share comments all
at once. To this date, this video was shared 8 times, there were 40 comments and over 354 views!

Imagine if we all did the same, think of how much our Church, the Lay and other ministries would flourish! I challenge you to learn more about Social Media and how it can benefit your Lay Organization.
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Your Lay or Church page should be public— this means that anyone can see your photos and post as well
as giving them opportunities to share our events or history. Another important factor with Social Media
Management in the Church is their “WHY”.
W- when, where, who what and why we should use Social Media to brand the Church.
H- How it will impact and GROW the Church…and how to use it.
Y- Youth Use is a myth! Yearn to learn the tools
70% of Facebook users engage daily with the social network, up 9 percentage
points from 2013.
45% of Facebook users engage with the social network several times a day.
Facebook acts as a social media home base for its users.
As churches grow and the era of iPads and smartphones is in full swing, social
media is becoming one of the most effective ways to reach members.
Sometimes it can be a slow process learning how to effectively use and be comfortable with Social Media. Studies show that even though it may be challenging at first, it’s more important than ever for churches to be using social media.
Social media is the most effective method of outreach according to 46.1% of churches
52% of churches broadcast sermons online or have podcasts. 44% say that video media is occasionally
used in sermons; 29% say it never is; 27% say it is used almost every week.
More than 4 in 10 millennials have participated in online faith discussions and also blogged or commented
on a blog about their faith and 62% of churches use social networking to connect with individuals outside
of the congregation.
In the long run, we will be able to service the following populations:


The Sick and Shut in



Those that experienced Church hurt but still love God



Our Millennials



Those on vacation or working during Church or Lay Nights



Those without transportation



Those that do not KNOW Christ!



NEW Lay Members…

For Lay Workshops, contact:
Sister LaSean R Shelton
1st District Lay Director of Public Relations
letpeacebestill@gmail.com

35th BIENNIAL SESSION OF THE CONNECTIONAL LAY
ORGANIZATION
August 7-11, 2017

Pre-Biennial Dates: August 5th & August 6th
Hosted by: Third Episcopal District Lay Organization
Location: Hyatt Regency Hotel – Columbus, Ohio
Tentative Schedule of Events (Plenary/Training Sessions, not assigned at this time):






Sunday: Host District Reception
Monday: Election/Opening Worship Service
Tuesday: Black Tie Affair
Wednesday: Awards Dinner
Thursday: Closing & Installation Service

