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With an internationally-minded curriculum and a vision to 
deliver outstanding education, the new Primary Academy 
at Roundswell will introduce children to a world of 
opportunity. Through engaging pupils in a modern, exciting, 
internationally-minded curriculum, Roundswell Community 
Primary Academy will enable children to have a modern 
outlook on the world, achieve high standards of learning and 
be secondary-ready.

Support by the Tarka Learning Partnership to empower 
young people through learning in North Devon.

Opening a world of opportunity

At Roundswell Community Primary Academy,  
we will strive to provide a caring but disciplined  
environment in which we hope your child will fulfil 
their potential and develop a positive attitude to 
learning.  We will provide a broad, balanced and 
challenging curriculum, as well as many extra-
curricular opportunities. Each child is unique and 
our aim is that the school recognises this through 
the many opportunities that will be available to 
children both inside and outside the classroom.

We will aim to work in partnership with you. The 
role of a parent is critical in a child’s early years, and 
so we hope to work with you and your family to 
develop your child’s potential. We will provide highly 
trained and committed staff and cheerful, well-
displayed classrooms that are conducive to effective 
teaching and learning, in a modern, purpose built, 
21st-century school.

Academic, sporting and artistic performance are 
important, but just as important are the values that 
go with it. We aim to be a highly inclusive school, 
which seeks to promote good manners and a 
consideration and understanding of others both 
within the locality and within the wider world.

This booklet is designed to give you an outline of 
how Roundswell Community Primary Academy 
intends to achieve these aims, as well as to answer 
many of your questions about the school.  Parents 
are naturally concerned that they find the right  
school for their child.  We believe it is essential that 
you receive as much information as possible to make 
the right choices for your child. 

If you have any further questions about Roundswell 
Community Primary Academy, please feel free to 
contact us:

By email: admin@roundswellprimary.devon.sch.uk 
By telephone: 01271 443120
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Opening arrangements
Starting life as a new school in September 2020 
Roundswell Community Primary Academy will  
open in a brand new 21st century building with 
nursery pupils (3 to 4 years of age) and pupils in the 
reception class. The school will grow to be a primary 
school providing education for children aged 3-11..

Why should my child attend 
Roundswell Community 
Primary Academy?
The Academy will offer:

• high aspirations for the children of North Devon 
through modern, high quality, inclusive education
• an ambitious, innovative and contemporary
curriculum with an international focus, educating 
children to be part of the wider world by instilling 
curiosity, resilience, problem solving, creativity and 
leadership
• an environment that will challenge and extend pupils 
through inspirational teaching and high expectations
• a 21st-century school building on a purpose built site 
with up-to-date technological resources
• wrap around education and care for children aged 3-11
• venue hire and letting availability to the local
community

Curriculum – Teaching for 
Learning
“There is no more powerful transformative force than 
education—to promote human rights and dignity, 
to eradicate poverty and deepen sustainability, to 
build a better future for all, founded on equal rights 
and social justice, respect for cultural diversity, and 
international solidarity and shared responsibility, all 
of which are fundamental aspects of our common 
humanity.” 

Irina Bokova, former Director-General of UNESCO

Opening a world of opportunity for your child through 
effective delivery of an exciting, internationally- 
minded Curriculum, which offers inciting learning 
‘hooks’ to grab children’s interests, will be essential 
to all Teaching for Learning throughout Roundswell 
Community School Primary Academy.  
Both the written curriculum and the 
‘hidden curriculum’ (what the children learn from the 
way they are treated and expected to behave) will be 
integral to a pupil’s life at Roundswell Community 
Primary Academy, where we aim to provide a broad, 
balanced and rich curriculum with access and 
enjoyment for all.
In order to promote personal growth and 

development, our curriculum will be made up 
of the planned learning (skills, knowledge and  
understanding) opportunities, including a  
stimulating learning environment and learning how 
to learn. Central to the Academy’s curriculum will be 
the child’s response to the curriculum, which will be 
reflected in child-initiated and peer-to-peer learning. 
The curriculum includes not only the formal  
requirements of the Academy’s Curriculum, but  
also the range of extra-curricular activities and 
experiences which will be on offer.

Aims of the Academy’s 
Curriculum
In order to open a world of opportunity for your 
child, our aims are:

• To enable all children to achieve or exceed their 
potential through learning how to learn and developing 
their skills, knowledge and understanding
• To teach children the basic skills and knowledge of 
literacy, mathematics, science and information 
technology (IT)
• To learn how to lead a healthy life by making 
decisions that support their future health
• To enable children to be creative and to develop their 
own thinking skills
• To help children understand the breadth of Britain’s 
cultural heritage
• To enable children to have a voice and be a positive 
responsible citizen in their community and wider world
• To foster children’s understanding of the importance 
of truth and fairness, so that they grow up with a 
commitment to respect and show empathy for all
• To help children to have a respect for themselves and 
high self-esteem

High aspirations 
for children
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Approaches to learning and 
expectations
At Roundswell Community School Primary  
Academy we want to open a world of opportunity 
for your child by encouraging an active learning  
orientation for all pupils through the following:

• Belief that effort leads to success
• Helping children to use their creative skills
• Enabling children to be confident in making mistakes 
and taking risks
• Allowing children to have involvement at times in the 
direction of their learning
• Equipping children with the belief in their ability to 
improve and learn
• Preference for providing challenging tasks 
• Encouraging personal satisfaction from success at 
difficult tasks
• Providing opportunities for children to use problem 
solving and self-instruction when engaged in tasks
• Ensuring children have concern for improving their 
own competence
• Developing children’s skills of self-discipline
• Staff engagement for themselves in all of the above.

The Academy will have a large outdoor area, Wi-Fi 
enabled, which can be used for a variety of aspects 
of Teaching and Learning. The learning environment 
will be planned for both indoors and outdoors to 
encourage a positive attitude to learning that is not 
exclusive to a classroom setting, and will provide  
different approaches and tasks to be adapted to  
different learning styles. This outdoor area will  
enable pupils to take part in activities such as, but not 
exclusively, Science and Topic work in an authentic, 
natural environment.

ICT to improve learning
The provision for ICT in the classroom will feature 
large interactive TV screens in each classroom for 
teaching and learning activities. There will also be 
four interactive noticeboards around the school 
to inform pupils of daily events and to celebrate 
achievement. Wi-Fi will be accessible both inside 
and outside of the building in order to support pupils 
working in the outdoor environment.
Pupils will have the use of mobile hybrid equipment 
(in a ratio of 1: 4 of devices to pupils), which operate 
as both laptop and tablet devices. Individual pupils 
with specific needs (for example, visual impairment 
or specific SEND needs) will have individual  
devices for their support. The school aims to use 
these devices to provide the latest in homework  
systems, enabling the school to set homework  
and carry out home-school communication  
electronically.

Overview of the Academy’s 
Curriculum
The topic-based themes of the Academy’s  
curriculum will inspire the core subject learning,  
and are based on the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the Global  
Dimensions of learning. Both of these  
incorporate the key concepts of global citizenship, 
conflict resolution, diversity, human rights,  
interdependence, social justice, sustainable  
development and values and perceptions.  

The topic-based themes that children will study  
in their time at Roundswell Community Primary  
Academy will be based on topics such as:

• Claws, Paws, Wings and Fins (Animals and their  
habitats)
• The Rise of the Robots (Technology across the world 
and in the future)
• Active Planet (Fossils and rocks; and earthquakes and 
volcanoes and their effects on the world)
• People Power (Global Learning, active citizens)

The core areas of learning at Roundswell 
Community Primary Academy will be mathematics, 
literacy, science and technology (including IT and 
Computing), and physical health and well-being. 
These will be supplemented by the foundation areas 
of learning of primary languages, humanities, the 
creative arts and faith and belief. Creativity, IT, literacy 
skills, oracy and global learning run through all areas 
of learning and encompass the planned curriculum. 

An active learning
orientation
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The following diagram details the way in which we 
will strive to present the curriculum as a whole to the 
learners of Roundswell Community Primary Academy:   
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The School Day
As part of your child’s school day at Roundswell  
Community Primary Academy, pupils will be  
provided with a range of activities. From mainly play-
based learning in Reception, children will be able to 
experience a wide variety of subjects as they move 
and progress through the school. 

The school’s timetables will be based on a school 
day of 8.45am to 3.15pm, including a break time of 
15 minutes and a lunchtime of 1 hour. In Reception, 
‘continuous provision’ will enable pupils to spend the 
majority of their day learning through play, including 
use of the school’s extensive outdoor areas.

The Reception Class
The Reception class at Roundswell Community 
Primary Academy will aim to provide a friendly, caring 
atmosphere, where learning of all aspects can take 
place. A good start to school life gives a solid  
foundation to lifelong learning.  We aim to promote 
an atmosphere of trust and teamwork where children 
can develop independence and self-confidence.

We aim to provide a friendly and open learning  
environment where parents can help us to build  
highly motivated learners with high standards of 
behaviour. A maximum of 30 children in a Reception 
class means that staff will gain deep knowledge of 
your child and their skills, needs and personalities!

The learning will be both formal and play orientated.  
Through play, children are able to discover, practise 
and refine skills in language and mathematics.  They 
also find out about themselves and their environment.

The children will be encouraged to become  
independent.  Skills fundamental to a child’s develop-
ment will be taught and practised.  Many skills such 
as reading, sorting and sequencing, using scissors, 
throwing and catching a ball, singing new songs and 
rhymes, clay modelling and computer work, will all be 
introduced to and developed in the children.

Social development will take place within this play-
orientated atmosphere. Children will learn how to 
behave in a classroom situation by being taught to 
share and co-operate with other children and adults. 
They will learn to sit quietly and listen when 
appropriate, and to speak at the appropriate time. 
They will be taught to know what is acceptable and 
what is not. High standards of behaviour will be 
expected of all pupils from the start of school.

Teaching in the Reception class will be delivered in 
accordance with the government’s statutory  
document ‘Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage-setting the standards for learning, 
development and care for children from birth to five’ 
(March 2017). This document is a principled approach 
to Early Years education, bringing together children’s 
welfare, learning and development requirements 
through four themes: ‘A Unique Child’, ‘Positive  
Relationships’, ‘Enabling Environments’ and ‘Children 
Learn in Different Ways and at Different Rates.’ 

A well curated learning environment, both indoor and 
outdoor, will enable practitioners to provide a carefully 
structured curriculum based on this statutory  
framework and will offer provision which takes  
account of the differing starting points of the children 
in Reception across the seven areas of learning.  
Additionally, the teaching within Reception will take 
into account the characteristics of learning of  
individual children to ensure that they are supported 
and taught in ways that suit them best.

Children will be provided with activities and  
experiences that allow them to achieve their full  
developmental potential. Activities will be designed  
to challenge and extend their skills and knowledge.

The following seven areas of learning will support, 
foster, promote and develop children’s well-being  
and development: Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development, Communication and Language  
Development, Physical Development, Literacy, Maths, 
Understanding of the World and Expressive and  
Creative Arts.

The Reception curriculum will be delivered and 
assessed through a combination of active learning 
through both structured and unstructured play and 
practitioners’ observations of children in different 
teaching and learning contexts, including both adult 
focused activities and child initiated play.

Gradually, as they mature and feel happy and  
secure, we aim to develop a good positive work  
habit within each child.

We encourage parents 
to play an active role 
within the school and 
you will be, of course, 
welcome to discuss 
progress with  
teachers.

A friendly, caring 
atmosphere
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Children with Special  
Educational Needs or  
Disabilities (SEND)

We have high aspirations for all children, and we will 
strive to improve outcomes for children with SEND, 
opening a world of opportunity for all children, 
regardless of any special need. We will aim to provide 
inclusion into all aspects of school life for children 
with SEND to ensure that they have access to the 
full range of the school’s curriculum. This will be 
achieved through working in a ‘graduated approach’ 
(SEN Code of Practice, 2014), so that we will work in 
a system where we ‘assess, plan, do, review’ around a 
child’s needs, together with the child, parents and at 
times outside agencies. 

Children and young people with SEND have 
additional needs that require further planning with 
the child, parents and school in order for them to 
have full participation in all elements of learning at 
school. These children and young people may need 
extra or different help from that given to others, in 
order to access learning and extra-curricular activities 
at school. If your child has SEND, we will carefully 
monitor how your child is getting on, and if SEND 
provision is in place, we will share this with you 
through a child’s individual SEND Personalised Plan. 
This plan will be reviewed with you regularly. 

Some children and young people may have SEND 
that covers one or more of these areas: 

Communication and Interaction – for example, 
where children and young people have speech, 
language and communication difficulties which 
make it difficult for them to make sense of language 
or to understand how to communicate effectively 
and appropriately with others.

Cognition and Learning – for example, where 
children and young people learn at a slower pace 
than others their age, have difficulty in understanding 
parts of the curriculum, have difficulties with 
organisation and memory skills, or have a specific 
difficulty affecting one particular part of their learning 
performance such as in literacy or numeracy.

Social, Emotional and Mental Health difficulties – 
for example, where children and young people have 
difficulty in managing their relationships with other 
people, are withdrawn, or if they behave in ways that 
may hinder their and other children’s learning or that 
have an impact on their health and wellbeing.

Sensory and/or Physical needs – for example, 
children and young people with visual and/or 
hearing impairments, or a physical need that means 
they must have additional ongoing support and 
equipment.

The school will have a specific policy in place for 
the inclusion of children with SEND, in line with the 
requirements of the Special Educational Needs 
Code of Practice, 2014. 

At times, the school will provide further SEND 
provision and support through engaging families with 
Early Help, which is a process that can involve joint 
planning with education, health services and social 
care where required. 

This process will be flexible depending on the needs 
of the child.  At Roundswell Community Primary 
Academy, we believe in close co-operation between 
children, parents and staff.  We encourage parental 
involvement in all stages of the process and in all 
decision making.

Able and Talented Children
Academically able pupils will be challenged and  
encouraged to perform well at Roundswell  
Community Primary Academy. Able children will  
be identified from teacher assessment, as well as 
standardised tests and the school’s own assessments.  
Talented pupils are those who show an aptitude or 
set of skills in a foundation subject. Where possible 
we will look for additional provision or liaise with 
outside bodies to extend further a child’s talents, for 
example, groups of pupils may attend residential Art 
courses for talented pupils, or join in with pupils from 
other schools to form an orchestra. In this way, a 
world of opportunity will be opened for those 
children who are able and talented.

A graduated  
approach to learning
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British Values
The guidance from the Department for Education, 
‘Promoting fundamental British values as part of 
SMSC in schools’ (November 2014) sets out  
guidelines which we will follow to ensure children  
at Roundswell Community Primary Academy receive 
coverage of appropriate British values through their 
education. 
The aims of our curriculum will contribute to the 
Academy’s purpose of developing outward looking, 
active, responsible citizens, which is vital in  
promoting the values defined in the government 
document as ‘British values’. Some of the aims of 
the Academy’s curriculum which are key to opening 
a world of opportunity for children through British 
Values are:

• To enable children to be creative and to develop their 
own thinking skills
• To help children understand the breadth of Britain’s 
cultural heritage
• To enable children to have a voice and be positive 
responsible citizens in their community and wider 
world
• To foster children’s understanding of the importance 
of truth and fairness, so that they grow up with a 
commitment to respect and show empathy for all
• To help children to have a respect for themselves and 
high self-esteem

At Roundswell Community Primary Academy, we 
will also aim to open a world of opportunity by 
addressing fundamental British values outside of 
the curriculum. Through our collective worship 
programme, pupils will be challenged in their 
thinking and provided with opportunities to 
understand and explore British values. All school staff 
will be aware of the need to consider and promote 
fundamental British values through their planning of 
extra-curricular clubs and activities, as well as any 
trips, visits or visitors coming in to school.

Through our work on British Values, the Academy 
will enable students to:

• develop self-esteem and self-confidence
• distinguish between right and wrong
• understand freedom of choice, especially in regards 
to religion, and knowing that this is protected in law
• learn tolerance of and respect for others from both 
their own and other cultures, faiths and belief systems
• learn about and participate in democracy and 
democratic processes
• appreciate and the rule of law and how it benefits 
individual citizens and society
• identify and combat discrimination

Promoting 
fundamental British 

values
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Collective Worship
In line with statutory guidance, Roundswell 
Community Primary Academy will provide a daily 
act of worship.  Each day the children will assemble 
either as a whole school or in smaller year 
groupings to worship.  Collective worship will be 
broadly Christian, although we will aim to provide 
facilities for those children of other faiths to worship 
if they wish to do so. These times will give a 
valuable sense of school community to our children 
and enable the staff and pupils to meet together 
with a shared sense of belonging.  Assemblies will 
also take place when work in and out of school can 
be celebrated, as well as significant aspects of the 
development of a child’s learning through school.  
Festivals will be recognised and celebrated, such 
as Harvest, Christmas, Easter and major world faith 
festivals, in order to open a world of opportunity for 
your child.

Parents will have the right to withdraw their children 
from collective worship on religious grounds by 
contacting the Head Teacher, and alternative 
activities will be provided for their children. 

Community Links
Roundswell Community Primary School will be at 
the heart of a wider community, and aims to build 
community involvement through organising and 
hosting a range of activities and events. Members 
of our wider community will be linked through 
collective worship and a variety of arts activities.
Local community organisations wishing to find a 
home will have access to the school and the school 
aims to be proud of its links with the community, as 
we believe it adds a further dimension to the quality 
of education on offer.

When your child leaves Roundswell Community 
Primary Academy, we want them to look back on 
happy days, be well prepared for their future and 
have the foundation that will enable them to go on 
and enjoy a full and rewarding adult life. 

Roundswell Community Primary Academy 
- opening a world of opportunity.

A vaulable sense of
school community
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Roundswell Community Primary Academy
Opening a world of opportunity

If you have any further questions about  
Roundswell Community Primary Academy,  

please feel free to contact us:
By email: admin@roundswellprimary.devon.sch.uk 

By telephone: 01271 443120

We look forward to hearing from you!


