
Third Coast Disrupted:             
Artists + Scientists on Climate 
The need for action on climate change has never been more urgent. Yet 
many concerned that the planet is dangerously warming have yet to 
personally engage with the issue. For them, climate change is a threat 
for the distant future or happening in far-flung places. 
 
Climate change is happening here and now in the Chicago area. But so 
is innovative climate action.  
 
Goals 
Through interdisciplinary reflection and artistic expression, Third Coast 
Disrupted aims to be an engaging way to spur public awareness of, and 
dialogue about, the impacts of climate change in the Chicago region. It 
also seeks to instill hope and be a gateway to citizen action.   
 
Vehicle 
A sustained, yearlong conversation between select local artists and  
scientists centered on climate change impacts and actions in the 
Chicago region that will  

• Inspire new artworks for an exhibition in downtown Chicago,  
accompanied by related public programs; 

• Create opportunities for interdisciplinary idea-sharing and  
problem-solving, with possible spinoff partnerships and projects;  

• Engage residents of Chicago communities with the topic through 
public participation in creation of some of the artworks.  

 
Dialogue 
Launches at a daylong retreat at Indiana Dunes National Park in 
September 2019. Through the following year, a series of informal salons 
will continue the conversation, while the artists create their works.  
 
Exhibition 
Opens in September 2020 at the Glass Curtain Gallery of Columbia 
College Chicago. 
 
Core Team 
Christine Esposito, Founder, Terracom & The Ex.Change Project: 
Director & Co-Curator 
Liam Heneghan, Ph.D., Professor, Environmental Science & Studies, 
DePaul University: Science Curator 
Lisa Roberts, Ph.D., Principal, naturalia inc.: Art Curator 
 
Learn more: Visit www.ex-changeproject.com/collaborations. To lend 
support, email Christine Esposito. Be sure to visit our crowdfunding 
page: inspire.depaul.edu/thirdcoast.   

https://www.ex-changeproject.com/experience
https://csh.depaul.edu/faculty-staff/faculty-a-z/Pages/environmental-science/liam-heneghan.aspx
https://www.lisacroberts.com/about
http://www.ex-changeproject.com/collaborations
mailto:cesposito@ex-changeproject.com
https://inspire.depaul.edu/project/15839


Artists 
Jeremy Bolen, working with experimental modes of documentation to  
observe invisible presences 
 
Barbara Cooper, working in sculpture, drawing and public art with a 
focus on how a form records its growth process 
 
Hector Duarte, muralist and painter with dominant themes of migration, 
identity, labor, community and environment 
 
Rosemary Hall, exploring ecological principles of interdependence,  
emergence and complexity  
 
N. Masani Landfair, assembling found objects to create abstract social 
commentary, dream landscapes and spaces 
 
Meredith Leich, painter, animator, videomaker, exploring the nature of  
cities, place-based histories, climate change 
 
Andrew Yang, artist, biologist working across visual arts, sciences, 
natural history to explore the cosmological flux 
 
Scientists 
Elena Grossman, MPH, University of Illinois at Chicago, BRACE 
(Building Resilience Against Climate Change Effects) – Illinois, Project 
Manager 
 
Daniel Horton, Ph.D., Northwestern University, Assistant Professor of 
Earth & Planetary Science 
 
Abigail Derby Lewis, Ph.D., Field Museum Senior Conservation 
Ecologist and Senior Program Manager, Chicago Region  
 
Aaron Packman, Ph.D., Northwestern University, Professor of Civil & 
Environmental Engineering 

Katherine Moore Powell, Ph.D., Field Museum, Climate Change 
Ecologist 
 
Desi Robertson Thompson, Ph.D., Great Lakes Research and 
Education Center Indiana Dunes National Park (National Park 
Service – Host Park), Research Coordinator 
 
Phil Willink, Ph.D., Shedd Aquarium (formerly), Fish Biologist 
 
Partners 
DePaul University 
Columbia College Chicago 

http://www.jeremybolen.com/
https://www.barbaracooperartist.com/
https://iuplr.uic.edu/iuplr/chicagolatinoartchive/artists-profiles/artist-profile/DuarteHector
https://www.rosemaryhollidayhall.com/
https://nmasanilandfair.com/about/
http://meredithleich.com/
https://www.andrewyang.net/
https://braceillinois.uic.edu/climate-change-adaptation/what-is-brace/brace-staff/
https://www.earth.northwestern.edu/our-people/faculty/horton-daniel.html
https://www.fieldmuseum.org/about/staff/profile/336
https://www.mccormick.northwestern.edu/research-faculty/directory/profiles/packman-aaron.html
https://www.fieldmuseum.org/about/staff/profile/2336
https://www.linkedin.com/in/desiree-robertson-thompson-5839a414/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-willink-84846b33/
https://csh.depaul.edu/about/centers-and-institutes/inc/Pages/default.aspx
https://students.colum.edu/deps/index.php

