
BY MARILYN JACKSON
STAFF WRITER

Median selling prices of con-
dominiums and co-opera-
tives were higher in August

compared to a year ago in 10 of the
11 neighborhoods covered by
Boston Homes, according to data
from the Listing Information Net-
work.

But in a month-to-month compari-
son, just six areas saw higher median
sale prices, and there was no change
in one neighborhood – East Boston.

These numbers reflect a smaller
sales volume from a month ago.
Some 466 sales were recorded in
August compared to 588 transac-
tions in July. August 2014 had 448
condo sales in Boston Homes’
neighborhoods – Back Bay/Mid-
town; Beacon Hill/West End;
Charlestown/Navy Yard; Dorchester;
Downtown/Leather District/Fort
Point/Seaport; East Boston; Fenway;
Jamaica Plain; South Boston: South
End/Bay Village and

Continued on page 10

A corner residence at Harbor Towers, 85
East India Row, was among the August
sales. The luxurious double unit, Nos.
31A/B, has 2,385 square feet of space
with three-plus bedrooms and three
baths and sold for $2.4 million.

Median prices
increase in 10
neighborhoods
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33 condos planned at South End church
BY BARBARA FORSTER
CORRESPONDENT

The future is about to begin at an iconic
building with a rich history in the
South End. 

Holy Trinity German Catholic Church and
rectory at 136 Shawmut Ave. is poised for its
next life as 33 unique and beautiful contem-
porary residences. 

The Lucas – named for one of two streets,
Lucas and Cherry, that were on either side of
the church when Shawmut was first known
as Suffolk Street – is an exciting joint project
led by David Goldman and Dennis Kanin of
New Boston Ventures and Geoff Caraboolad
of Metric Corporation. 

James Alexander of Finegold Alexander +
Associates Inc. designed the new structure,
and Ellen Anselone, a firm principal, is the
project manager. 

Other team members include interior
designer Alina Wolhardt of Wolf in Sheep
Design, Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams, The former Holy Trinity German Catholic Church and rectory at 136 Shawmut Ave. in the South End

will be converted to 33 luxury condominiums at prices ranging from $550,000 to $4 million.
COURTESY IMAGE / FINEGOLD ALEXANDER + ASSOCIATES INC.Continued on page 24

BY ELEANOR BOSCHERT
CORRESPONDENT

Bay Village may hold the distinction of being
Boston’s smallest neighborhood, brimming with
architectural and cultural history, but it is also the

coveted location of a stunning new construction home that
is bringing a luxurious, sleek modern aesthetic to these sto-
ried streets.

At 34 Church St. is a stunning five-bedroom, three-and-
a-half bath home spanning four levels with a host of cus-
tom details, high-end finishes and quality craftsmanship. 

Samantha Jason of William Raveis Real Estate has listed
this home at $2.85 million.

Completion date is slated for early November.
A single-family home, this brick Victorian row house has

been completely rebuilt out of the ashes of a fire several
years ago and has been expanded to include 2,961 square
feet of beautiful living space. 

Church Street conveys quintessential New England

Bay Village home has been renovated

The 2,961-square-foot row house at 34 Church St. in Bay Village, listed at $2.85
million, has five bedrooms and abundant outdoor space.

COURTESY IMAGE / WILLIAM RAVEIS REAL ESTATE Continued on page 26
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internationally known for premier
home furnishings, fashion photog-
rapher Joel Benjamin and Winston
Flowers, all of whom have decorat-
ed the sales office at 137 Newbury
St.

Ricardo Rodriguez of Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage is the
listing agent for these elegant
homes priced from $525,000 to $4
million.

Holy Trinity German Catholic
Church was built between 1872-77
of Roxbury puddingstone and
Maine granite, designed by Patrick
C. Keely, who is credited with more
than 16 cathedrals and 600 churches
throughout the country, many in
Boston, including the Cathedral of
the Holy Cross. 

It replaced an 1842 church. The
“new” church had a single steeple,
which was heavily damaged in the
1938 hurricane and removed. A
contemporary version of the steeple
is included in the 21st century
design.

The Lucas is a 58,000-square-
foot, glass and steel building, which
incorporates both the church and
the rectory, which was built in 1851,
and a new, five-story glass section
called the Tower. This sleek, non-
obtrusive addition has been
designed to echo the soaring Gothic
Revival-style windows of the origi-
nal church and will reflect light all

day and night. 
All Tower homes will have

expansive views from the South
End to as far away as the Blue Hills
on one side and to Downtown
Boston on the other.

Of the nine floors in this boutique
building, eight will be residential
and include 33 units, ranging from
650 to 3,400 square feet. The build-
ing will have three sections. The
first three floors will be the Keely
section, a tribute to the original
architect; the Terrace units will be
on the fourth floor, and the Tower
units will be on floors five through
eight.

The plans call for one-bedroom
residences that increase in size
incrementally (one-and-a-half-bed-
room, two, two-and-a-half etc.) to
four-plus-bedroom units. Half of the
condos will encompass more than
2,000 square feet. 

The one- to three-bedroom units
will be within the original church
structure. The two front corner
units will have private street
entrances; the others will be
accessed through the center
entrance via elevators in the front
lobby and in the garage.

The Terrace-level homes – this
floor runs the full length of the
church and includes part of the rec-
tory, which has a roof deck – will
open into private 100-foot-long ter-
races. 

The Tower will have two units

per floor, each with direct elevator
access, with footprints of 2,500
square feet to 3,400 square feet.
The two penthouses will have pri-
vate roof decks; the other resi-
dences will have front and back
decks. 

The non-residential level, which
is slightly below grade, will
include a 30-car garage and a pet
spa. Large windows in this utilitari-
an space will make it one of the
best-looking garages in the city.
Parking will be included with most
units, but some will have rental
options that are a mere two-minute
walk away.

The Lucas also will have a gym
and a library or lounge on this level

with a fireplace, a wet bar and com-
fortable seating from Mitchell
Gold. Access to a courtyard with a
fire pit and a gas grill will be anoth-
er perk.

The interiors will have clean lines,
superior workmanship and fine fin-
ishes meshed with contemporary
sensibilities to produce a timeless
look and ambiance. For example,
the staircase in the main lobby will
be gray tile with wood steps. Fash-
ion photographer Joel Benjamin’s
artwork will be prominently fea-
tured.

Hallways throughout the building
will have a streamlined look with
tall, flat doors and ceiling heights of
at least 9.5 feet with recessed light-
ing.

With their open concept layout,
individual units will have a similar
ambiance. All will have fireplaces.
The large units will feature fully
integrated Wolf and Sub-Zero appli-
ances while the smaller units will
have a Thermador package. The
kitchens will be designed to be seen
and appreciated but will not over-
power the fully open living spaces.

Glass tile backsplashes and
cream Caesarstone counters will
accent the gray, custom cabinets, a
contrast to the high-gloss white
cabinets in the center island and
black sink hardware. Lightly tex-
tured gray flooring will be a cohe-
sive element.

All the baths – the master, guest

and powder rooms – also will have
clean, sophisticated stylings. In the
master baths, floor tiles in a herring-
bone pattern will continue seam-
lessly on an accent wall in the
shower. Polished 12- by 24-inch tile
will be installed on the two side-
walls. A backsplash with Federal-
style ends will accent custom high-
gloss cabinets with a subtle zebra-
like pattern and Caesarstone coun-
ters. Egg-shaped soaking tubs will
be installed where space is avail-
able.

Guest baths will have deep, soak-
ing tub/shower combinations 5 to 6
feet long. The 12- by 24-inch floors
tiles will also be installed onto the
skirt of the tub. Light gray grout will
enhance textured cabinets.

Touchless commodes will be the
norm, and the baths will have large
mirrors, some framed; some not,
with overmounted strip lights.

On a practical note, the building
will be professionally managed, but
all units will be self-contained with
individual HVAC packages that will
include tankless hot water heaters.
Keyless door-to-door entry is also in
the plans. 

The developers want to bring in
as much integrated technology as
possible, including climatic and
audiovisual systems, into these resi-
dences and even in the gym. The
goal is for new owners to walk into
their homes, plug in their music and
unpack.

Striking design blends 19th and 21st century elements
Continued from page 1

On the lowest level will be a large common lounge with a
fireplace, a wet bar and furnishings from Mitchell Gold.

The sleek, open kitchens will feature high-end integrated
appliances, custom-designed gray cabinetry, Caesarstone
counters and glossy white center island cabinets.

The open-plan living rooms in the Tower section have
soaring ceilings and windows with spectacular views.

COURTESY IMAGES / COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams, Wolf in Sheep Design,
Winston Flowers and photographer Joel Benjamin have
outfitted the Lucas sales center at the Coldwell Banker’s
offices at 137 Newbury St.
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Address: The Lucas, 136
Shawmut Ave., South End 

BR/BA: From one to four bed-
rooms, one to three-and-a-half
baths

Size: From 650 to 3,400 square
feet

Age: 1877; 2015-16

Price: From $525,000 to $4
million

Ten units ranging from
$550,000 to $3.8 million are
available now at pre-construc-
tion prices

Taxes: To be determined

Condo fee: $.50-$.60 per
square foot per month

Close by: South End restau-
rants, art galleries and shops
along Washington Street and
Harrison Avenue; near Ink

Block with Whole Foods gro-
cery; off-leash Peters Park on
Washington Street; easy
access to MBTA Silver Line and
Routes 93 and 90, Logan Air-
port.

Contact: Ricardo Rodriguez,

Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage, 137 Newbury St.,
Boston MA 02116. Phone: 617-
796-6084. Email: sales@thelu-
casboston.com

Website:
www.thelucasboston.com

D E T A I L S

This property may be seen by appointment at the Lucas
sales office at 137 Newbury St.


