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New Potomac group is brainchild of theater veteran

Plan is to present dramas and comedies about ‘universal issues’

By Peggy Mcewan Staff Writer

Bill Ryan/The Gazette

Two women will take to the stage at Congregation Har Shalom in Potomac on Thursday night for 
the inaugural performance of the Peace Mountain Players, a new theater group comprising local 
actors.

The group, founded this year by Laurie Freed of Darnestown, will present “Collected Stories” by 
Donald Margulies on Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.

“‘Collected Stories’ is so layered,” Freed said. “It’s about ethics in relationships. It’s timeless: 
Who owns the story of your life?”

The story, Freed said, is about two women: an English professor and a student who works for 
her, who develop a close mother-daughter type of relationship. The younger woman writes a 
book about the older one, sharing stories and secrets gathered over the years of their friendship.

This weekend’s shows are the culmination of a year’s work for Freed, who began Peace 
Mountain Players with an idea in summer 2013.

Freed said she has been involved in drama groups, acting, singing and directing for more than 40 
years. She has a master’s in theater from California State University, Fullerton and a master’s in 
drama therapy from the Los Angeles Family Institute, she said.

Locally, she has worked with Silver Spring Stage, Rockville Little Theatre and, now defunct, 
Cedar Lane Stage. She also has worked in children’s theater at Imagination Stage and Adventure 
Theatre.

All that experience is coming together for “Collected Stories,” according to Natalie McManus of 
Potomac who plays the professor in the production.

“Laurie is phenomenal,” McManus said of Freed. “She really knows her stuff. She has a vision 
and she’s going to get it out of us.”

Freed said she never wanted to head a theater group, “but as the years progressed I thought, ‘I’m 
going to give it a shot.’”
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Her plan, she said, is to present dramas or comedies that deal with important issues.

“I want to present important universal issues relevant to the Jewish experience,” she said. “The 
audience will not be limited to Jewish people. Everybody is touched be these issues.”

She said she got the name for the group, Peace Mountain Players, from the name of its home 
base, Congregation Har Shalom, where she is a member.

“Har shalom means mountain of peace,” she said. “I just turned it around.”

Rabbi Adam Raskin of Congregation Har Shalom has been welcoming and supportive of the 
Peace Mountain Players, Freed said. He is a great advocate of the arts and the synagogue often 
hosts art exhibits.

She showed a copy of Raskin’s July 26 sermon, delivered soon after returning from a trip to 
Israel. In it he speaks of visiting creative arts programs and their importance: “... realizing that 
the arts are among the most crucial vehicles of expression and coping mechanisms for Israelis 
living in very complex circumstances, not to mention the hallmark of any robust society.”


