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A Community of Artists, Authors and Activists: 
the Syrett Sisters and The Yellow Book  

 
Combining literary and art historical approaches, this paper will explore the creative 
partnerships and wider creative community of the little-known Syrett Sisters: five cohabiting 
artists, writers and suffragists. Netta Syrett (1865-1943) was a prolific New Woman writer 
and esteemed contributor to The Yellow Book in the 1890s along with the likes of Max 
Beerbohm and Henry James. Netta was a close friend of famous Yellow Book illustrator 

 and Mabel 
worked together as teachers at the Polytechnic School for Girls in Langham Place, and Mabel 

 Aubrey in his artistic 
exploration of London and he encouraged her theatrical aspirations. Nellie Syrett, an artist 
who owned drawings by Aubrey Beardsley, contributed an illustration to The Yellow Book 
and even designed its cover in 1896. She s fairy stories as well as 
those of militant suffragette Evelyn Sharp (who had also published in The Yellow Book), 
making connections with leaders of the escalating s suffrage movement. Through an 
analysis of life writing, fiction and archival material, this paper will trace the development of 
these interconnected, interdisciplinary creative partnerships and their move into controversial 
artistic, bohemian and suffrage circles. It will discuss the subversive content of The Yellow 
Book  with its links to Oscar Wilde, Aestheticism and Parisian decadence  which attracted 
a reading and writing community of its own. Specifically, I will show -
modernist and proto-feminist stories are  aesthetics, dealing with 
shocking themes such as adultery and highlighting the constructedness of gender roles. By 
presenting the crossovers of coteries and intersections of communities, this paper aims to 
reveal a wider nineteenth-century creative network and offer a broader understanding of 
Victorian-Edwardian literature, art, feminism and culture.  
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