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School Committee – September 12, 2017 

 

School Committee Subcommittees 
 

Budget 
William K. Bishop 

Scott S. Lazo 
Jacquelyn Ryan 
Spiro Thomo* 

 

Curriculum Advisory 
Raymond L. Page 
Tanya M. Duval 

Amelia L. Peloquin 
Jacquelyn Ryan* 

 

Superintendent’s 
Roundtable 

Raymond Page 
Jacquelyn Ryan 

     * Alternate Member 

 
Field Trip Requests 

 
1. Middle School field trip to Spain, Spring 2019 - Mr. Juan Hernandez 
2. Senior Class Trip to Florida/Disney, Spring 2019 - Mr. James Hatch 

 
Receiver’s Updates 

 

General Announcements 
 

 School year began Tuesday August 22nd when we welcomed back teachers for 
four days of professional development and preparation for the return of students.  
We began with a district-wide assembly at the Middle High School, the highlight 
of which was a keynote address by the author, Carmen Agra Deedy.  The rest of 
the week was dedicated to school based training that included a multi-hazard 
crisis briefing.  In October, we will begin school lock-down drills in conjunction 
with the Southbridge Police and Fire departments.  Students and families will 
receive more information in advance of the drills. 

 

 Students returned to school on Monday August 28th.  Successful opening of the 
school year with teachers welcoming students and families.  Some observations 
from our Administrators. 
 

 School cultures have improved – Staff and students very positive and 
excited. 

 Teachers are enthusiastic about the new curriculum  
 School improvement plans have teachers and staff focused 
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As part of school opening, we distributed new Student Handbooks – one for 
elementary level, Middle School, High School and Southbridge Academy. 

 

 Yesterday, former NBA player, Chris Herren spoke to the High School students 
and staff about the dangers of drug abuse.  We want to thank Mark Orris and 
Spectrum Health Systems for sponsoring the event.  If you are familiar with Mr. 
Herren’s story, you’ll know that he struggled with substance abuse throughout his 
college and professional career and has been clean and sober for many years.  
He shares his story to encourage people to stand up to substance abuse and ask 
for help.  The message was very well received by students, teachers and guests.  
The school will also participate in the upcoming Red Ribbon week from October 
23-31 in conjunction with the town Manager’s Council on Substance Abuse. 

 

 Last week we held our first school building walkthrough.  Dr. Townsel hosted the 
central office team at the High School and we had the opportunity to observe 
teaching and speak with students as they worked.  It was encouraging to hear 
students’ perspectives on the improvements that have been made to the high 
school this year. They consistently mentioned the ways in which the teachers are 
more helpful, supportive and encouraging.  We are scheduled to hold 
walkthroughs in all schools this month. 

 

 All schools are developing School Improvement Plans that align with the overall 
district Turnaround Plan.  School based councils consisting of administrators, 
teachers, parents and others will approve each improvement plan.  Amy Karwan 
is working with principals to implement and monitor the plans. 

 

 We are identifying training needs and developing a schedule of professional 
development opportunities for the year.  We have 3 full days and 5 half days of 
professional development remaining in the school year calendar. 
 

 There are several surveys taking place in the district, both paper and on-line.  
The intent is to gather input from stakeholders (staff, families, students) to 
continue to improve our schools and to implement and monitor the School 
Improvement Plans.  We also rely on survey data to set baselines for some of the 
goals of the Turnaround Plan. 
 

 This week, we resume our monthly family and community newsletter.  The 
communication will be sent home with students, shared with community 
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members and local media and posted on the district website.  You will receive a 
copy by email later this week. 
 

 Open houses take place this week in all schools – Tonight at Eastford Road 
School and Southbridge High School; tomorrow, September 13 at Charlton 
Street and West Street Schools, and Thursday, September 14 at Southbridge 
Middle School and Southbridge Academy. 

 

 There were a number of follow-up items from last month’s School Committee 
meeting and joint meeting with Town Council, most questions related to finances.  
Last week, I sent a memo to School Committee members and Town Councilors 
with responses to the questions (attached). 

 
 

 

Staffing Updates 
 

 Southbridge Education Association ratified 3-year contract agreement. 
 

 We hired approximately 70 teachers this summer and conducted 3-day induction 
in August.  One afternoon included an introduction to Southbridge culture and 
community.  It was so well received that many of our veteran teachers have 
asked that we repeat the experience for all staff.  (Note – hired about the same 
number of teachers last year) 
 

 At this time, we have only one open teacher position (Math teacher, Southbridge 
Academy). 
 

 

Finance Updates 
 

 Intro of Seth Racine, Open Architects 

 
 

 
 


