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January 10, 2017 

 

Dear Southbridge Community: 

  

On January 20, 2017, we will inaugurate the 45th President of the United States. I cannot remember 

a time in our country where more people have felt greater uncertainty of what is ahead for all of 

us and wonder if in the future we will hold true to the core principles that have made us the greatest 

nation in the world. I cannot predict the future, nor can we in Southbridge as a community control 

the things that are said and done elsewhere. However, what we can do is create an environment 

that reflects the most important aspects of a strong society: things such as kindness, respect, 

inclusivity, acceptance, and love. We must push back against rhetoric that instills fear, hate, and 

division. We must be intentional about creating a safe and open learning environment where we 

take risks together, trust one another, and believe that only the best is ahead of us. 

  

Southbridge, Massachusetts is a beautiful, diverse community that is rich in history and character. 

However, many of our constituents, teachers, staff and students have felt shaken by the recent 

election, and this saddens me greatly. It’s important that, in times like this, we show only the best 

of who we are as Southbridge; we are a community that embraces and celebrates each individual. 

When Gandhi led the independence movement in India early in the 20th century, introducing non-

violent civil disobedience, he once said something profound that I believe still resonates today: 

  

“We but mirror the world, all the tendencies present in the outer world are to be found in the world 

of our body. If we could change ourselves, the tendencies in the world would also change. As a 

man changes his nature, so does the attitude of the world change towards him. This is the divine 

mystery supreme. A wonderful thing and it is the source of our happiness. We need not wait to see 

what others do.” 

  

In Southbridge, we have the opportunity before us to “be the change,” and to make a significant 

difference in the lives of this next generation. We must set the example and model for everyone 

who we are as a community; Southbridge is a place that values every race, color, creed, gender, 

and preference. Let’s be sure to reflect our best, and let the true values of what it means to be 

American shine in the coming years. 

  

All my Best, 

  

Jessica Huizenga 

Receiver/Superintendent 


