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Dual language education is the best educational model to
produce graduates who can not only speak in two
languages, but also read and write at grade level or above
in both Spanish and English. Here are some features:
 Families must choose to be in the program. Students need the

full support of their families to succeed in such a challenging
program. Their family does not have to be bilingual in order for
the student to succeed and become fully bilingual.
 Languages are not taught as in a foreign language class.

Instead, students are immersed in each language for half of the
day as they study the same subjects as all students at the school.

Spanish / English Dual Language Program
Mission Statement: All students and staff in the dual language program at
Eastford Road School will build strong bicultural and bilingual foundations in
a community that prepares them to embrace the challenges of globalization
and be contributors of positive change.

Goals of Dual Language Education

 The teacher does not translate for the students. Children have

a natural language-learning capacity, and using a second
language to learn at school is a natural way to pick up that
language. When a teacher translates for students, they often
“tune out” the second language, waiting for the easier
translation, and never learn the second language well.
How do we apply for program?
We are in the process of phasing in the dual language
program.
We will be enrolling students in
Kindergarten. If you are interested in enrolling your
child in the dual language program, please attend
upcoming information sessions. All families will be
interviewed by administration to make sure this option
is the best choice for your child. We also have to make
sure that our classrooms have a good balance of
Spanish and English speaking children.
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High academic achievement
Bilingualism, biliteracy & biculturalism
High self - esteem and bilingual pride
Cross-cultural communication skills & sense of global citizenship
Problem-solving in content classes in two languages

BENEFITS OF A DUAL LANGUAGE EDUCATION
A person who speaks, reads, and writes in two languages:




Can communicate with family and community members
who speak English & Spanish.
Has access to more career opportunities in Southbridge,
the United States and the world.
Understands and values their own culture and others.

Dual Language Program Model
Research suggests that bilingual children
function intellectually at a higher level than
children who speak, read and write in one
language.

The Astounding Effectiveness of Dual Language Education for All, Virginia
P. Collier and Wayne P. Thomas, George Mason University, 2003

Our program is based upon research showing that students are
not only capable of learning in two languages at once, but
actually excel under these conditions. The program is known
as dual language because some students are learning English
for the first time, while others are learning Spanish. Our
program uses a 50/50 simultaneous literacy model. This
means that beginning in kindergarten, students are immersed
for half the day in English, and for half the day in Spanish.
Strict separation of the languages is observed, so that students
are obliged to learn to understand and speak both. There is no
translation back and forth from one language to the other.
Beginning in kindergarten, students are taught to read and
write in both languages.
The Dual Language program will follow Southbridge Public
School curriculum guidelines as set forth in the Massachusetts
State Frameworks. The only difference is the students will be
learning content in two languages.

What can families expect?
It takes most people 5-7 years to become “fully fluent” in a second
language, and children are no different. What we want and expect
in our dual language students is to not just speak informally, but read,
write and study at high levels in both their languages. This takes 5-7
years, and is why we expect a long-term commitment from our families.
In Southbridge, we expect all students, families and teachers to work
together to make students successful at school. In the Dual Language
Program, we face more challenges. Parents say that the first few years
are the most difficult, as the child goes through the “silent period” and
seems to be really struggling at school. It’s also hard for parents when
their child brings homework to do in a second language that the parents
don’t know. This is what we ask of families:


Be serious about the long-term commitment, and be patient. The
full benefits of a dual language education blossom after 4-5
years, and keep growing



Support your child in this great challenge. As you know, you are
your child’s greatest teacher and role model. They need to know
that their bilingualism and school achievement are important to
you as they work their hardest to learn in two languages,
WHO DO I CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Maria Perez Fontaine, Bilingual Family Liaison
508-764-5475 / mperez@southbridgepublic.org
Kelly Cooney, ELL Director
774-318-0185 / kcooney@southbridgepublic.org

