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Solitude: uncharted; melancholia, 2019,
Oil and mixed media on canvas, 48 x 48 in

Santa Fe, NM – With a career spanning more than five
decades, abstract painter Sammy Peters composes
multilayered canvases with an alchemical approach to
material and image. LewAllen Galleries will present an
exhibition of recent work by the artist, entitled Boundaries
Extended, opening with a reception on Friday, March 29th
from 5-7 PM and extending through April 20th.

Covert: historical; illusion, 2019,
Oil and mixed media on canvas, 72 x 60 in

Through the meticulous accumulation of texture, Peters’
art is admired for its unexpected modulations between
opacity and translucency, color and patterning – the result
of a singular combination of cold wax media, luminous
resins, and richly saturated oils refined over Peters’ longcelebrated painting practice. In these works, an
atmosphere of mystery is heightened by geometric forms
made to float among backgrounds of sensuous texture.

Utilizing a painterly approach to materials descended from
his own pedigree in Abstract Expressionism tracing back to the 1960s, Peters’ fields of animated
brushwork, paper and fabric are as shrewdly composed as they are improvisational. Peters
incorporates a variety of pictorial conventions ranging from semiotics to decoupage, and as a
result, his canvases reference the full implications of collage – its textural sophistication as well as
its depth of associations. As a result, his coarse, well-worn surfaces evoke a sensation of
timelessness that alludes to the breadth of human mark-making through history.
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As a child in Arkansas during the fifties, Sammy Peters learned about various materials and
techniques from his father, who was a sign painter in Little Rock. Peters then received his arts
education at the Arkansas Arts Center School of Arts and Drama, Little Rock University, and the
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. Over the years, he has received numerous, awards,
fellowships, and grants, and was most notably inducted as a MacDowell Fellow in 2000. Most
recently, his work was the subject of a traveling museum retrospective exhibition from 2016 to
2017 at the Memphis College of Art, the Butler Center Galleries, and the University of Arkansas.

Assertion: inevitable; expression, 2019,
Oil and mixed media on canvas, 59 x 63 in

Articulation: fundamental; integrity, 2019,
Oil and mixed media on canvas, 48 x 36 in
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