
CANCER-CAUSING GAS IN OUR COMMUNITY 

How did a cancer-causing gas get into our air? 
A nearby Sterigenics facility in Willowbrook uses ethylene oxide (EtO) and emits it into the air. EtO is 
an odorless colorless volatile gas known to cause cancer. At Sterigenics, EtO is used to sterilize and 
fumigate products on a commercial scale (alternative commercial sterilization methods exist). EtO is 
heavier than air1 and sinks down to the ground where we walk, drive, and play.  

Am I or is my family in 
danger? 
Anyone who lives, works, or 
regularly travels near the 
facilities on this map has 
been exposed. EtO is 
carcinogenic by inhalation. 
Sterigenics has been 
operating at least one facility 
here since 1984. It's a 24/7 
facility and uses EtO for 
100% of its operations.  

What are some published 
symptoms and effects of 
EtO exposure? 

Chronic low level (long term)1-4  Acute high level (short term)1-4 

Breast cancer 
Leukemia 
Lymphoma 
Stomach cancer 
Reproductive difficulty 
Miscarriage 
Eye irritation 

Headache 
Nausea 
Memory loss 
Anemia 
Skin sensitization & irritation 
Respiratory irritation & infection 
Decreased sense of smell 

 Headache 
Dizziness 
Memory loss 
Nausea 
Vomiting 
Weakness 
Numbness 

Respiratory irritation 
Eye irritation 
Excessive thirst 
Pulmonary edema 
Emphysema 
Wheezing  
Drowsiness 

Can I get tested? 
Not easily. It takes months to break down in the air2,3 but EtO is presumed to break down in the body 
within 48 hours. Only highly specialized labs can perform these tests. 

Why didn't we know the risks before? 
EtO has long been known to cause cancer (since at least the 1980s1), but with new information, risk 
was reevaluated in 2016. On August 22, 2018, the EPA released its revised report on air pollution 
(2014 NATA5), which flagged a large area around the Willowbrook Sterigenics facility for greatly 
elevated cancer risk. 

What can I do to help stop Ethylene Oxide from polluting our air? 
Our air should never have been polluted with toxic EtO. We need your help to #SayNoToEtO by 
demanding the closure of Willowbrook Sterigenics now and demanding stronger laws to prevent EtO 
from polluting our air. 

è Tell your elected officials to “Stop the use of Ethylene Oxide in our community immediately” 
  Contact your Mayor, Alderman, IL Representative, IL Senator, US Congressman 

è Spread the word. Anyone who has lived or worked in the suburbs near Willowbrook is affected. 
è Follow @StopSterigenics on Twitter and tweet with #StopSterigenics 
è Join our Facebook group “Stop Sterigenics” where you can find more resources and events. 

(1) OSHA Guideline for EtO (https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/81-123/pdfs/0275.pdf) 
(2) International Agency for Research on Cancer. Ethylene Oxide, IARC Monographs on the Evaluation of Carcinogenic Risks to Humans, 

Volume 100F. Lyon, France: World Health Organization, 2012, https://monographs.iarc.fr/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/mono100F-28.pdf 
(3) https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-09/documents/ethylene-oxide.pdf 
(4) https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/HAC/pha/sterigenic/Sterigenics_International_Inc-508.pdf 
(5) https://www.epa.gov/national-air-toxics-assessment 
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