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Welcome to West Side Story! This audition packet should be 
able to answer most of your audition related questions. On 
the following pages you will find audition information, 
character breakdowns, and materials to help you to prepare 
for this audition. If you should have any questions, please 
contact the director, Michael Pirovano, at 
ismwestside2014@gmail.com. We are excited to see your 
audition!

-The West Side Story Staff
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Audition Information

•Vocal Auditions will be held on September 2nd and September 3rd  from 7:00-10:00pm at a 
location to be determined. An accompanist will be provided. 

•Dance Auditions will be held on September 4th from 7:00-10:00pm at a location to be 
determined. All must attend both one vocal AND one dance audition. Make sure to dress 
appropriately.

•You will need to sign up for one 10-minute vocal audition slot, and one 90-minute dance 
audition slot. Additionally, you will need to fill out an audition form online. The links for all 
three of these will be found on www.illinistudentmusicals.org.

•Invited callbacks will be September 5th from 7-10pm at a location to be determined.

•Please check www.illinistudentmusicals.org closer to auditions to find out the location 
for Vocal Auditions, Dance Auditions and Callbacks.

•Fill out the audition form and sign up for an audition time, as located on the Illini Student 
Musicals website.

•Memorization is not required, but strongly encouraged. 

•Please don’t let conflicts hinder you from auditioning. We will schedule around conflicts. 
If you have a conflict, please contact Michael Pirovano at ismwestside2014@gmail.com 
and arrangements will be made.

•Illini Student Musicals requires all cast and staff members to sell a minimum of five (5) tickets to 

the performances of the show. In addition to ticket sales, cast and staff members are required to 
complete four (4) marketing/warehouse shifts, which are scheduled around personal conflicts.

•A $25 script deposit is required of all cast members and is refunded in full if you remain in good 
standing throughout the entire production and fulfill all requirements.
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Casting and Character Breakdowns
**Casting will be based on the talent seen during auditions. Please feel free to audition for any 

character regardless of race.**

ANITA  - Feisty and assertive. She dispenses "older sister" advice to Maria and tries to shield her from the 
dangers of the gangs. Bernardo's girlfriend and Maria's friend. Puerto Rican. 

ANYBODYS - A spunky tomboy who is desperate to become a member of the Jets. The other Jets mock 
her for her ambitions, but generally appreciate her company. Full of energy and heart. 

BERNARDO - A proud, strong, handsome Puerto Rican man. Bernardo seeks to carve out territory as a 
sense of identity for he and his friends. Maria's brother and Anita's boyfriend. Leader of the Sharks. 

CHINO - An angry and, at times, naive Shark who turns murderous and vengeful. Suitor to Maria and 
friend of Bernardo's. 

DETECTIVE SCHRANK - A local police detective frustrated by the ongoing violence between the Jets and 
Sharks. Blunt, brash, and unapologetic. 

DOC - The owner of the candy store where the Jets hang out. He tries to guide the Jets youthful angst and 
provides a safe haven for Tony. Old fashioned and wise in his ways. 

MARIA -  A hopeless romantic and innocent young girl. She falls in love with Tony and finds herself at the 
center of the violent conflict between the two gangs. Bernardo's sister. Puerto Rican. 

OFFICER KRUPKE - The local beat cop. He has no patience for the gangs conflict and tries to keep tensions 
from erupting between them. Regularly mocked by the local gangs. 

RIFF - A spritely, quick-tempered leader. He seeks to eliminate the Sharks and establish his own gang's 
dominance. Tony's best friend, he is eventually murdered by Bernardo. 

TONY - A romantic young man and former leader of the Jets, he has found a new lifestyle now. Tony finds 
himself violently torn between his friendships and love. Falls in love to Maria and meets an untimely 
death. Genuinely sweet and sincere. 

ENSEMBLE – Male and Female Jets and Sharks

Information taken from: http://www.mtishows.com/show_detail.asp?showid=000077#sthash.2AeTIZsi.
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Musical Cuts
Men: Prepare the first 32 bars of Cool, as marked.

Women: Prepare BOTH excerpts (I Feel Pretty and A Boy Like That) as marked.

“Cool”

Start





End

©Musical Theatre International Use for non-profit educational purposes only. Please destroy 
this selection after auditions.



“I Feel Pretty”

Start



End

©Musical Theatre International Use for non-profit educational purposes only. Please destroy 
this selection after auditions.



“A Boy Like That”

Start



End
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Acting Sides
Please prepare the bolded lines for your appropriate gender. Memorization is not 

required, but encouraged.

Men: Tony/Riff Excerpt

 
RIFF [quietly]

...Or from bein buddies.
 

TONY
We're still buddies.

 
RIFF

The kick comes from the people, buddy boy.
 

TONY
Yea, but not from a Jet.

 
RIFF

No? Without a gang you're an orphan. With a gang 
you walk in two's three's four's. And when your gang 
is the best, when you're a Jet, buddy boy, you're out 

in the sun and home free home!
 

TONY
Riff, I've had it. [Pause.]

 
RIFF

Tony, the trouble is large: The Sharks bite hard! We 
got to stop them now, and we need you! [Pause. 
Quietly.] I never asked the time of a day from a 

clock, but I'm askin' you: Come to the dance 
tonight... [Tony turns away.] ...I already told the gang 

you'd be there.



Women: Anita/Maria Excerpt

MARIA
I think I will tell Mama and Papa about you and 'Nardo in 

the 
balcony of the movies.

 
ANITA

I will rip this to shreds!
 

MARIA
No. But you perhaps could manage to lower the neck-

 
ANITA

Next year.
 

MARIA
Next year I will be married an no one will care if its down 

to 
here!

 
ANITA

Down to where?
 

MARIA
Down to here. [Indicates her waist.] I hate this dress!

 
ANITA

Then don't wear it and don't come to the dance.
 

MARIA [shocked]
Don't come! [Grabs the dress.] Could we not dye it red, at 

least?
 

ANITA
No, we could not. [She starts to help Maria into the 

dress.]
 

MARIA
White is for babies. I will be the only one there in a white-

 
ANITA

Well???
 

MARIA
Ahhhh-sí! It is a beautiful dress: I love you!

[As she hugs Anita, Bernardo enters, followed by a shy, 
gentle 

sweet-faced boy: Chino.]

Acting Sides
Please prepare the bolded lines for your appropriate gender. Memorization is not 

required, but encouraged.

ANITA


