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THE OLIVET DISCOURSE
INTRODUCTION
The Olivet Discourse is a prophetic section of Scripture given in detail by Jesus in the last week
of his life. The most detailed account can be found in Matthew 24:1 to 25:46, while Mark 13:1-37
and Luke 21:5-36 are parallel passages. The discourse earns its name from the account that
Jesus was teaching Peter, James, John, and Andrew while on the Mount of Olives directly
across from the Temple Mount.
Proposition: The Olivet Discourse is a detailed account of future events concerning Jesus’
Second Coming and not his meeting the church in the clouds of the air.
It has a reputation of being one of the most difficult passages in all of the canon to interpret,
while some have even referred to it as the most significant passage on Bible prophecy because
it provides the master outline of the end times. One’s hermeneutic and view of eschatology
greatly effects his interpretation of the Olivet Discourse.
Amillennialism - While accepting prophecies of the Tribulation as preceding the second
advent, the amillennialist tends to allegorize the details of prophecies, believing that the
Second Coming is followed immediately by the Eternal State with no Millennium. Some
modern examples are Mark Never and J.I. Packer. Regarding the Olivet discourse, a
amillennialist tends to hold to the preterist (Latin for “past”) view, that all the events of
Matthew 24 have already take place and that we are currently living in the Millennium.
There are varying degrees of Preterism. They dismiss Matthew 24:30 as an allegory for
Jesus reigning in heaven at this present time.
Post-millennialism - The postmillennialist believes that the Second Coming takes place
after the Millennium. He must generalize and allegorize more than amillennialists
because of the concept of gradual improvement and Christianizing of the world from the
preaching of the gospel. This concept is expressly contradicted by the trends indicated in
the Olivet Discourse of increasing evil climaxed by judgment of Christ at the second
coming. Liberals, of course, who deny the validity of prophecy, often take refuge in
making the Olivet Discourse a summary of current apocalyptic concepts inserted by the
writer as if taught by Christ but actually not a part of His teaching ministry. Some modern
examples are R.C. Sproul and Tim Keller. Although Postmillennialists argue that the
Millennium is still future, they maintain that the tribulation aspects of Matthew 24 were
fulfilled in the First Century destruction of Jerusalem.
Pre-millennialism - The premillennialist takes the Olivet Discourse as genuine prophecy
and an accurate summary of Christ’s interpretation of end-time events given to his
disciples on the Mount of Olives. Only the pre-millennial interpretation allows for a literal
interpretation of these prophecies as factual predictions of future trends and events.
Some modern examples are Renald Showers and Charles Ryrie. While some
premillennialists confuse some of the terminology of the Olivet Discourse with the
Rapture of the church, most view Matthew 24:3-25:46 as events yet to come in the
future.
In reference to the Rapture of the church, the timing of the Rapture will play a vital role in
determining the events found in Matthew 24-25. It is imperative that we understand that the
Rapture is not mentioned in these two chapters, and actually comes prior to the time-sensitive
events of the Olivet Discourse. The rapture was revealed later in the New Testament (1
Thessalonians 4 & 1 Corinthians 15), which predict that Christ will rapture his bride prior to the
beginning of the Tribulation period (Revelation 3:10). The reason that the church never appears
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in Revelation 4-19 is because she has already been plucked from the earth prior to the
Tribulation.
Therefore, a Pre-millennialist view the Olivet Discourse is that the events of Matthew 24-25 are
unrelated to the church and the Rapture of the Church. Since Matthew’s audience was Jews
looking for the coming King, his return to establish a physical, literal Kingdom on this earth in
which he will reign for 1,000 years in the keeping of his covenants to the children of Israel is in
view. Matthew 24-25 is a detailed account of future events concerning Jesus’ Second
Coming and not his meeting the church in the clouds of the air. There are vast differences
between the Rapture and the Second Coming.
For the purpose of this study, we will be taking a Dispensational (Pre-millennial and
Pretribulational) approach that recognizes the discourse as a reference to Israel and not the
Church. Jesus spoke of God’s future program for Israel.

CONTEXT OF MATTHEW 24
Context determines meaning! Beginning in chapter 19, Matthew describes the events leading up
to Christ presenting himself as Israel’s Messiah and King. Not only did Israel reject Jesus, her
leaders rejected him as well.
Matthew 19:27-30 - The Rewards of the Kingdom
Matthew 20:1-16 - The Recognition of the Kingdom
Matthew 20:17-28 - The Rank of the Kingdom
Matthew 20:29-34 - The Power of the King
Matthew 21:1-11 - The Presentation of the King
Matthew 21:12-17 - The Purification of the King
Matthew 21:18-22 The Peril of Israel and the Fig Tree
Matthew 21:23-27 - The Rebuttal of the King
Matthew 21:28-46 - The Parables of the King
Matthew 22:1-14 - The Rejection of the nation of Israel
Matthew 22:15-22 - The Address of the King to the Herodians
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Matthew 22:23-33 - The Address of the King to the Sadducees
Matthew 22:34-23:39 - The Address of the King to the Pharisees
As Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their rejection of him and his kingdom, he made a very
important statement in 23:36. “All these things shall come upon this generation.” All what
things? The immediate answer is the judgment of Jerusalem in 23:37-39. The temple and the
city of Jerusalem would be left desolate. Once these things take place, Israel will not see Jesus
again until the Second Coming when the nation will finally accept him as Messiah (Zech. 12:10).
Herod’s Temple was the setting for the Olivet Discourse. This magnificent structure’s
reconstruction began in 19 BC (the 18th year of Herod’s reign), and was not completed until 63
AD. According to Josephus (Ant. 15.11.2), it took 10,000 workers ten years just to lay the
foundation. The workers were not allowed to build the actual temple, therefore 1,000 Levites
were specially trained as builders and masons. Temple historians estimate the size of the entire
complex from anywhere between 26-35 acres. At the time, the temple was seen as one of the
greatest wonders of the Augustan world, yet was bittersweet. After all, Herod’s father was an
Idumean that converted to Judaism. An Idumean was a both a Greek and Roman term for
Edomite, a son of Esau. How strange to think that the greatest Jewish achievement
accomplished during the time of Jesus was not even done by a son of Jacob.

MATTHEW 24:1-3
The Coming Judgement & the Disciple’s Questions
1. The disciples seemed to make boastful statements of the greatness of the temple (24:1).
2. Jesus made a shocking statement in return (24:2).
3. After hearing this, James, John, Peter and Andrew came to Jesus privately and asked
Him two questions (Mark. 13:3):
When shall these things be?
What shall be the sign of Thy coming and of the end of the age?
4. The first question is not answered in Matthew’s gospel, but Luke made it clear that Jesus
was referring to the destruction of the temple by the Romans in 70 AD under Titus (Luke
21:20-24)
5. Matthew 24-25 answers the second question in detail.
6. Grammatical Considerations:
The word translated “sign” (σημεῖον) refers to something visible and distinct that
enables those who see it to draw a specific conclusion.
The word “sign” (σημεῖον) is singular and preceded by a definite article (τὸ). The
combination of the singular number and definite article indicate there is only one sign
for the coming of Christ and end of the age. Jesus’ Second Coming and the end of
the age will take place simultaneously.
The disciple’s employment of the Granville Sharp Rule indicates that they
understood the Second Coming and the end of the age as the same event.
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Based upon the word “coming” (παρουσίας), the disciples understood that there
would be a time when Jesus would not be physically present on earth.
The disciples understood that the Second Coming would end “this age.” Both the
writings of Jewish rabbis and the New Testament confirm the concept of two ages
(Galatians 1:4; Hebrews 6:5).

MATTHEW 24:4-14
1. Jesus used the concept of labor pains to illustrate a process (24:8 - birth pangs). A baby is
not suddenly born. A mother’s body goes through a series of contractions in order to ready
her body for birth. At first, the pains are mild and infrequent. As time passes, the pains
become more severe and more frequent until birth arrives. These labor pains are an analogy
between the future Day of the Lord (Isa. 13: 6– 13) and the time of Jacob’s trouble
(Jeremiah 30:6-7). The Jews were entrenched in the belief that the coming of the Messiah
would be preceded by great suffering.
2. While it may seem like Jesus is listing many different signs that signify his Second Coming,
he is identifying just one sign, the Tribulation. He divided the period into two sections: the
beginning of labor pains (24:4-14) and the hard-labor pains. There are at least nine major
characteristics for the first half of the Tribulation.
Beginning of Pains - False Christs (24:4-5)
Beginning of Pains - Wars and rumors of wars (24:6-7)
Beginning of Pains - Famines (24:7)
Beginning of Pains - Pestilence (24:7)
Beginning of Pains - Earthquakes (24:7)
Hard Labor - Martyrs (24:9-10)
Hard Labor - False prophets (24:11)
Hard Labor - Increasing evil and loss of fervent love (24:12)
Hard Labor - Worldwide preaching of the gospel of the Kingdom (24:13-14)
The End of the Age has arrived.
3. Compare Jesus’ description of the beginning of birth pangs in Matthew 24: 5-9 with the first
five seal judgments of Revelation 6: 1-9.
4. Grammatical Considerations:
Why will Israel only hear (ἀκούω) of wars and rumors of wars (24:8)? Daniel 9:7?
The second of half of the Tribulation is identified by an adverb of time (τότε) that refers
to events that transpire after the beginning of pangs (24:9).
The verb translated “will abound” means to “increase, multiply.” The passive voice of “will
implies a person or things or a combination of the two will exacerbate lawlessness
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during the second half of the Tribulation. This is a direct result of the havoc caused by
Antichrist, the man of lawlessness and the son of destruction (2 Thessalonians 2:3).
Regeneration is not an achievement of endurance (24:13).
“And then shall the end come” is the direct answer to the disciples second question
(24:14).
What is the difference between the gospel and the gospel of the kingdom (24:14)?

MATTHEW 24:15
It is common occurrence in Bible prophecy for Jesus to give an overview of a time period and
then comeback to fill in more details. Verses 4-14 are a description of the full Tribulation period
while verses 15-20 describe certain events in more detail. The Scriptures divide the Tribulation
into two equal halves time wise, but the second half of the Tribulation, also known as the “Great
Tribulation,” will be much greater in intensity. This section is a description of the second half of
the Tribulation.
1. The “Abomination of Desolation” is a very technical term with a precise meaning found in
Daniel 9:27, 11:31, and 12:11. In biblical context, the phrase refers to an act of uncleanness
especially associated with the Temple. Daniel wrote 11:31 in the sixth century BC predicting
the reign of Antiochus Epiphanies for hundreds years into the future. He stopped animal
sacrifices in the temple and offered a pig as a sacrifice on the altar in an act of deliberate
desecration. The “Abomination of Desolation” served as a technical reference to an act of
pagan sacrilege in the Jewish Temple.
2. In the middle of Daniel’s 7oth week, Antichrist will once again make an abomination of
desolation:
Daniel 9:27 - And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week but in the
middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of
abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one
that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.
3. The noun translated “abomination” is neuter in gender, and the verb translated “standing” is
perfect tense, indicating the detestable thing is an idolatrous image set up to stand
permanently in the Temple (holy place) as opposed to the one sacrifice of a pig by Antiochus
Epiphanies.
4. Thomas Ice (An Interpretation of Matthew 24-25) points out that in addition to the references
in Daniel, Matthew 24, Luke 13, 2 Thessalonians 2:4, and Revelation 13:14-15 also discuss
the abomination of desolation, which includes the following elements:
It occurs in the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 11:31; 2 Thessalonians 2:4).
It involves a person setting up a statue in place of the regular sacrifice in the holy of
holies (Daniel 11:31; 12:11; Revelation 13:14-14).
This results in the cessation of the regular sacrifice (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11).
There will be a time of about three-and-a-half years between this event and another
event and the end of the time period (Daniel 9:27; 12:11).
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It involves an individual setting up a statue or image of himself so that he may be
worshipped in place of God (Daniel 11:31; 2 Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation
13:14-15).
The image is made to come to life (Revelation 13:14).
A worship system of this false god is thus inaugurated (2 Thessalonians 2:4;
Revelation 13:14-15).
At the end of this time period the individual who commits the act will himself be cut
off (Daniel 9:27).

MATTHEW 24:16-20
1. Verses 16-20 are the recommended instructions for all those Jews who have witnessed the
abomination of desolation take place in the temple. Since the second half of the Tribulation
will be a time of persecution and judgement like this world has never seen, the reaction for
the faithful Jewish remnant will be to flee to safety.
2. Christ tells them:
Who Needs to Flee: The Remnant in Judea (24:16a).
Where to Go: The Mountains (24:16b).
When to God: Instantly (24:17-18).
What to Expect: Difficulty (24:19-20).
Why it will be Difficult: (24:21).
How He will Guide Them: (24:22)
3. Revelation 12:6 provides further details of this escape from the grasp on Antichrist. “And the
woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should
feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.”
4. Grammatical Consideration:
Verse 21 gives an urgency with “for” (γὰρ) when coupled with the temporal adverb then
(τότε). It connects the previous statements with the prediction of the worst tribulation
ever.
Israel is told to flee without taking provisions because God will “nourish” (τρέφω) her. Is
this a direct fulfillment of Isaiah 41:17-20 and Michael 2:12? Manna? Petra?

MATTHEW 24:21-28
The Tribulation is not exclusively a New Testament doctrine, but rather is sourced throughout
the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 4:30; Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 12:1). The theme of Israel crying
out to the Lord for deliverance is quite frequent and used as an illustration of Paul in Romans
9-11 in reference to events in the future. The word translated as “great” (μέγας) refers to an
increased level of intensity. In Mark 13:19, Jesus said that this time will be so intense that the
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world has never seen anything like it. Using the labor illustration, these pains would be the hardlabor of the Second Coming.
1. The use of the double negative “no, nor ever shall be” (οὐδ᾽ οὐ) is the most resolute way of
stating that there will be nothing in history to compare to this moment.
2. Verse 22 does not imply that God will shorten the time to less than 3.5 years (42 months or
1,260 days). If the Great Tribulation continues any further into the future, there would be no
human being left to survive it.
The verb “shortened” (ἐκολοβώθησαν) is in the aorist tense. It does not make sense
being a prophetic aorist with the other tenses in the chapter. God has already
determined (cut short) the length of the Great Tribulation as prophesied (Dan. 7: 25; 12:
6– 7; Rev. 12: 6, 14; 13: 5).
Mark 13:19-20 emphasizes that the decision to shorten the Great Tribulation has already
been made. Changing the length already recorded in the inspired Scripture would violate
the authority of inspiration.
3. While this time of trouble is used by God to cause the nation of Israel to look for their
Messiah and to gather the repentant Israel unto himself (Jeremiah 30:7), all “flesh” will be
looking for its end.
4. It is the greatest time of upheaval that this world has ever known, Jesus reminds his
disciples that their greatest duty is harboring a relationship with him by seeking his authentic
Second Coming. False messiahs will not be visible like Jesus in his return. There will be no
mistaking it. While false messiahs may do authentic miracles in order to mislead and
deceive, the elect must not be deceived.

MATTHEW 24:29-31
The great tribulation will be brought to an end by the Second Coming of Christ to the earth
“immediately after the tribulation of those days.” The worst time the world has ever known will
be followed by the best time. Before Jesus returns, four major events will take place. These
events will take place “in those days [plural], after that tribulation” (Mk. 13: 24). Both Matthew
and Mark imply that these events and the Second Coming will not occur on the same day but,
rather, will be spread out over several days.
1. Cosmic Disturbances - The the sun being darkened, the moon not shedding its light,
and the stars falling from heaven are all prior to the Second Coming (24:29; Joel 2:31).
God possesses the power and authority to create the sun moon and stars, but he also
has the authority to alter them.
2. The Powers of the Heavens Shaken - While some contend that the word “powers” may
be a reference to angelic beings, the phrase “powers of the heavens” is never used in
reference to angels. Therefore, a literal rendering would be that the astronomical bodies
will be shaken in a spacial quake like an earthquake.
3. The Sign - In verse 3, the disciples asked for the sign (singular). Verse 30 declares the
arrival of the sign, but Jesus did not describe the sign. Consequently, no one really
knows what this sign will be. The fact that it will appear in heaven indicates it will be
visible to everyone on Earth and will significantly impact all humanity.
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4. The Mourning - The sign of the Second Coming, whatever it may be, will have a
massive impact upon humanity (24:30). “All the nations/peoples of the land mourn.”
Zechariah 12:10-12 - And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth
for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his
firstborn. In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning
of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. And the land shall mourn…
Matthew 24:30 and Revelation 1:7 describe the transformation of a Satanic government being
shattered by the entrance of the King of kings. The Greek text literally states that Jesus returns
to the earth as “the Son of the Adam” (τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου). At His Second Coming, Christ
will return to Earth as the last Adam to undo the tragic damage caused by the first Adam
(Romans 5:12). While Jesus holds all the power (ἐξουσία) authority over heaven and earth
(Matthew 28:18), he shall return in absolute power (δύναμις).
The gathering of the elect by the commission angels echoes Old Testament prophecies of the
regathering of Israel as God’s chosen people (Deuteronomy 7:6; 1 Chronicles 16:13; Isiah 45:4;
Romans 11:28-29). There is no indication of the church being part of these elect.

MATTHEW 24:32-25:30
After Jesus described to his disciples the events leading up to his Second Coming, he gave
several parables and illustrations that often are misinterpreted.
1. The Parable of the Fig Tree (24:33-35) - The purpose of this parable is to encourage a
readiness of the imminent return of Jesus at his Second Coming. While the people living
during the Tribulation may not know the day of the hour of his return, they can read the
signs and seasons. This parable was not fulfilled in 1948 when Israel was regathered as
a nation.
2. The Parallel of Noah (24:36-42) - The unsaved living in the days of Noah did not believe
God’s message and were not ready for destruction of the flood. When the flood came, it
was too late for them to do anything about it. The flood “took them all away” in judgment
as they were removed from the earth and only eight people remained. All of the unsaved
were taken away in the day of the great flood. The same is true at the Second Coming.
The wicked will be taken away and removed in judgment while those who are left are the
remaining saints will enter into the millennial Kingdom.
3. The Two Urgency Parables (24:43-51) - In the first parable (43-44), a homeowner does
not know when a thief will come to rob his house, so the homeowner must be watchful
and prepared for the break-in. The second parable shows a faithful servant and an evil
servant (45-51). When the master arrives, he rewards the faithful servant while the
unfaithful are not allowed into the Millennium.
4. The Parable of the Ten Virgins (25:1-13) - Matthew 25 continues the warning to those
who will be alive at the end of the Tribulation. All ten virgins have the same desire: to
meet Jesus Christ, the Bridegroom, when he comes to take his bride. At his Second
Coming, Jesus will take this bride with him into the Millennium and the joys of the
Messianic Kingdom. This parable is not related to the church, the Holy Spirit (oil), of the
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Rapture of the church. The church is coming with Jesus at his Second Coming and not
waiting for his arrival (Revelation 19:11-16).
5. The Parable of the Talents (25:14-30) - The first two Greek words in Matthew 25:14
mean “for it is just like.” The parable of the talents has the same purpose as the parables
in Matthew 24 and 25: to urge people living at the end of the Tribulation to trust Jesus as
their Savior before He returns.

MATTHEW 25:31-46
This final section of the Olivet Discourse is only found in Matthew. While the preterist has
difficulty handling these verses because there is no evidence that these verses have transpired,
the dispensationalist has a much easier time understanding them. Many wrongly identify this
great judgment in Matthew 25 with the Great White Throne judgment described in Revelation
20:11-15. These two judgments are actually separated by a period of one thousand years.
Notice the Judgement of the Sheep & Goats .
1. The judgment takes place on the earth because at the Second Coming, Jesus Christ
returns to the earth.
2. While all nations will be judged, they will be divided into two distinct groups: the sheep
and the goats. The sheep represent the saved individuals from among the nations
(Gentiles) and the goats represent the unsaved individuals from among the nations.
3. The sheep are indicative of two special words: blessed and righteous. These believers
(Gentiles, Jews. or both?) survived the tribulation and are now be allowed to enter
Millennial Kingdom.
4. The goats These are unsaved Gentile people who lived during the tribulation but who
never trusted Jesus Christ for salvation. They will be banished into everlasting fire.
5. The third group mentioned in verses 40 and 45 are given the title of Jesus’ “brethren.”
These could be Jewish believers who are living at the end of the Tribulation who have
accepted Jesus as Messiah.
6. The basis of the Judgement of the Sheep and Goats is the way in which these “brethren”
were treated. Those who are genuine believers will have the courage to lend a helping
hand to the persecuted Jews. The loving treatment of the Jews is not a condition of
salvation, but rather the evidence of salvation. Salvation is by grace through faith. That
has never and will never change.
Eternal punishment involves two elements found in verses 41 and 46: 1) Separation from God
(“depart from me” & “these shall go away”); 2) Punishment by God (“everlasting fire” and
“everlasting punishment”).
Conclusion: Therefore, in the Olivet Discourse, the Lord Jesus has given us a chronology of
the events of the 70th Week of Daniel. His chronology is an accurate guide in interpreting the
sequence of events during this period.
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