
Global Health Catalyst Summit at Harvard Medical School partners with Sports community 

Boston, Mass. (March 1
st
, 2017) – The annual Harvard Global Health Catalyst summit will be April 28th-

30th at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, Massachusetts. The major focus of the summit is the 

elimination of global health disparities, with main focus on cancer and related malignancies. This year the 

summit is partnering with the sports community in advocacy and support for seeding collaborations. Dr. 

Marc Williams, the CEO of Williams Communications, LLC, a sports marketing pioneer, cancer advocate 

and expert in leadership is the architect behind this ground breaking part of the summit and will serve as 

the program chair for the session on Sports and Health.  

“The Global Health Catalyst Summit is honored to have someone of Dr. Marc Williams’ impressive 

background to be part of our summit. Marc has done a remarkable job at bringing great minds to our 

summit to examine some of the serious disparities that affect our athletes and find ways to work with 

them to advance the fight against cancer,” said Dr. Wil Ngwa, the Co-Director of the Harvard Global 

Health Catalyst. Dr. Williams’ relentless passion about helping to fight Cancer and bringing awareness in 

sports is very important to the goals of this year’s summit. We are thrilled Dr. Williams has brought some 

of the world leading experts in sports advocacy in cancer, leadership and behavior to join us as in the fight 

against cancer and catalyze needed conversation to examine some of the serious issues affecting athlete’s 

health and the health of those in their communities and globally.”    

Dr. Williams added, “I am honored and excited to partner with the Harvard GHC, committed to bringing 

together the sports and science community to expand knowledge and inspire those who are advocates of 

cancer and global health”.  

Dr. Williams’s interest in cancer research began in 2003 when he worked tirelessly with his friend ESPN 

sports analyst Dick Vitale on his annual V Foundation fund raising event on cancer. A few years later in 

2009 he watched his mentor Robin Roberts, co-host Good Morning America be inflicted with breast 

cancer and his dear friend iconic Women’s Basketball Coach Kay Yow die of cancer the same year.  Dr. 

Williams’s curiosity intensified after his Mother was diagnosed with ovarian cancer in 2014 and watched 

his Fraternity Brother ESPN Sports personality Stuart Scott die of appendiceal cancer in 2015. Dr. 

Williams and his special guests will speak candidly about how cancer affected their lives, organizations 

that raise money for athletes affected with cancer and remedies associated with recovery of cancer.  “I 

want all communities to be familiar with athletes that are survivors of cancer, sports organizations that are 

doing profound work to raise money for cancer research and the role caregivers for families and loved 

ones whose lives have been affected by cancer. The Kay Yow Fund is doing remarkable work in the fight 

against Women’s cancers.” said Dr. Williams.   

 “The Kay Yow Cancer Fund is honored to be invited to participate in the Harvard Global Health Catalyst 

Summit, an event that truly inspires collaboration among the world's most prestigious research institutions 

and gifted minds” said Stephanie Glance, Executive Director of Kay Yow Cancer Fund. “Coach Yow 

would be so humbled for the Kay Yow Cancer Fund to be participating in this summit at Harvard and 

interact with some of the world’s brightest in sport, medicine and leadership." 

Some of the esteemed panelist includes: Dr. Claudio Battaligni; Director of the world renowned Get Reel 

and Heel Breast Cancer Rehabilitation Program;  Stephanie Glance, Executive Director of Kay Yow 

Cancer Fund; Dr. Fred Luthans expert on Organizational Behavior; Gabriele Grunewald, three- time 

cancer survivor and world class runner; Dr. Richard Southall, Director of College Sports Research 

Institute, Dr. Beverly Southall, expert in Sociology in Sports and cancer survivor; Johnny Rodgers, 

Heisman Trophy winner and College Football Hall of Fame, Marlin Jackson, Superbowl winner and NBA 



Legend Dikembe Mutombo. Mr. Mutombo is the chairman and president of the Dikembe Mutombo 

Foundation, which he established to improve the health, education and quality of life for the people in his 

homeland, the Democratic Republic of Congo. The Dikembe Mutombo Foundation opened the Biamba 

Marie Mutombo Hospital—a 170-bed, $29 million hospital located in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of 

Congo—in memory of his mother.  

This one day event will focus on the role athletes, sports health communication leaders/institutions, 

cancer health foundation stakeholders can play in cancer advocacy, prevention and research. Outcomes 

from this session will include a publication with focus on how sports can advance cancer advocacy, 

prevention education, research, social and psychological support interventions used in cancer 

rehabilitation. It will also examine the development of leading-edge global health partnership between 

academic/healthcare/sports institutions, foundations/non-profits, athletes, and communication experts for 

cancer advocacy, prevention and research. The sports summit will begin at 8:00am on Saturday April 

29th, 2017 at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute (450 Brookline Avenue, Boston).  

The summit will focus on the lived experience of cancer survivors, the caregivers of those inflicted with 

cancer, athletes advocating for cancer research, effective programs, organizations for cancer recovery to 

illustrate the importance of solution based research ideas and initiatives.  

Dr. Williams will also emcee the 2
nd

 annual GHC Distinguished Leader Award in Sports and Health, 

taking place on Friday April 28th, 2017 at 6:30pm. The 2017 recipients will be Gabriele Grunewald, 

Stephanie Glance and Dr. Claudio Luiz Battaglini. The Harvard GHC Impact Distinguished Leadership 

Award in Sports and Health was established to recognize and honor prominent individuals who exemplify 

transformational leadership, public service, and social engagement; while demonstrating a history of 

outstanding contributions and accomplishments in the elimination of cancer and other diseases or in 

promoting global health.    
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