
The total campus is moving 
from dream to reality.

In 2013, Clark County beamed 
with pride as we opened our brand 
new high school, but the project 
wasn’t complete.

After years of  waiting, construc-
tion of  the athletic facilities is moving 
forward as the Clark County Board 

of  Education voted 5-0 this week to 
approve the construction contracts 
and all alternates for the gym, football 
stadium, track, and tennis courts with 
lights.

Also included is mass grading for 

the fi eld house and all remaining play-
ing fi elds. The cost of  the complex is
expected to be approximately 
21.3 million.

Along with approving the
contracts, the Board also approved a 
request for an interim contract which 
will allow the earthwork to begin 
immediately following approval from 
the Kentucky Department of
Education.

KDE approval, according to Supt. 
Paul Christy, “should happen very 
quickly.”

The project includes a gymnasium 
that seats 4,300, a football stadium 
and track with home seating for 4,000 
and visitor seating for 1,000, and 
lighted tennis courts. Grading will be 
completed for the fi eld house,
baseball fi eld and softball fi eld.

Bids accepted, facilities edge closer to reality
Rebecca Eaves
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The girls’ soccer team fi nished the season 18-4-1 with a second straight district championship and two straight region championships. The team
celebrates its 10th Region title, front, from left, Shelby Vaughn, Haley Hannan, Meaghan Curren, Kathryn Gallenstein, Taylor Kelly, Delaney Manning, 
Caitlin Fike, Haily Bush, Maddie Mann, Emma Smith; back row, Leslie Hernandez, Allie Bush, Paiton Marcum, Autumn Scott, Talen Spargo, Laura Martin, 
Shelby Benson, Emma Mitmesser, Julia Pohl, Caitlin Bowling, Trinity Brown, Shannon Ramey, Kasey Embry, Brooklyn Johnson, Carlie Fike. 

Header Art by Emma Mitmesser

Girls’ Soccer Regional Champs!
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KDE approval, according to 
Supt. Paul Christy, “should 

happen very quickly.”



Mr. Snell: more than 
just the discipline guy
Chances are, if  you’ve been 

called to Mr. Snell’s offi ce, 
you’re probably fearing for 
your life. 

Mr. Snell is known to GRC 
as the disciplinary principal, 
A.K.A. who you see when 
you’ve been bad. 

Although it is Mr. Snell’s 
responsibility to crack down 
on misbehavior in our school, 
he is just doing his job like 
everyone else. 

In reality, Mr. Snell works 
extremely hard to improve 
our school and truly cares 
about the well-being of
students. 

Smoke Signals sat down with 

Mr. Snell to ask him a few 
questions and found that he 
really enjoys working with stu-

dents as he helps them grow 
into adults.  

Q: What are the highs and lows of 
a typical day for you?

Q: What’s the deal with the dress 
code? Are shirts that have sleeves but 

no shoulders allowed?

A:   I don’t have too many lows; I really don’t. 
I like doing what I do. � e high points are just 
getting to work with kids. � e other principals 

don’t get to work with kids as much as I do. I get 
to work with some kids on an ongoing basis so I 
really get to know them. I deal with pretty much 

the same 200 kids all year long.

A: We had to draw the line somewhere. If it has 
any type of sleeve, then it’s okay. � at is easy to 
enforce because if it has a sleeve, then it’s good. 
I have to be able to look at you and tell if you’re 

good to go or not. If I have to pull out a ruler and 
measure your sleeves, then that’s not e� ective.

Olivia Montgomery
Features Editor

Mr. Snell enjoys being an advocate for students.
Photo by Sydney Miller
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Q: What would you have done di� erently as a 
teacher, knowing what you know now?

Q: What advice would you give
teachers on how to handle

di�  cult situations with students?

Q: Do you ever contact any of the 
other schools to see what they do about

some of the issues we are having?

Q: How big is 
the facility at 

Phoenix 
Academy?

Q: Do you
believe

before-school 
detention is

e� ective?

A:  I think just to take more time, which is hard. If I had to do it all
over again, I would probably meet with more kids during my planning, 

before school, and a� er school. Most of the time, they just want somebody 
to listen to them. And if you’re listening, they will tell you their life story. 
For some of them, it’s not a very good story; their lives outside of school
aren’t very good. Some of them make bad choices, and you just have to 
coach them along. � e more I know about a kid and their situation, the 

more fairly I can deal with their situation.

A:  Try to understand why kids are acting the way 
they are. � ere is always a reason. Sometimes, a kid 

may not want to tell you. It’s kind of cliché, but it’s all 
about building relationships with kids. My best

relationships are with kids who have the most referrals 
because those are the kids I see more than anybody.

A: Yeah, we did a lot back when we had the smoking 
issue. We contacted a lot of people; some would tell us 
how they solved it and stu�  that did and didn’t work.
If somebody has something that works and we can

a� ord it, we will try to do it.

A:  We have slots for 60 kids. If we have more 
teachers down there, we could probably hold more. 

� ey have their own kitchen and cafeteria. � ey 
have two counselors, a social worker, and about six 

or seven teachers.

A: For some kids it works, and for some it doesn’t. 
� e hardest part is that kids have to get here by 7:25. 

If their parents aren’t able to bring them, then we have 
no choice but to do ISAP. I would love to have an 

a� er-school detention, but money-wise we can’t do it. 
Transportation home is a huge expense.



Governor’s Scholar Program 
opens doors for students

Emily Rice
Editor-in-Chief

Five weeks. More than 
400 students. Countless 
memories.

The Governor’s Schol-
ar Program, or GSP, is an 
organization that admits 
around 1,000 high school 
juniors around Kentucky 
to participate in a fi ve-
week program where they 
can take a college class 
in a focus area of  their 
choice.

Out of  that small 
group of  chosen appli-
cants, 10 GRC students 
were accepted.

The following summer, 
they stayed on campus at 
one of  three in-state
colleges, where they 

expanded their horizons 
both academically and 
socially.

In addition to taking a 
college course, the GSP 
scholars got the opportu-
nity to build relationships 
with other high school 
juniors from across the 
state.

“My favorite part of  
GSP was making lifelong 
friends with people across 
the state and realizing the 
future and present oppor-
tunities provided by those 
connections,” said GSP 
scholar Tess Neely.

It is apparent that the 
Governor’s Scholar
Program is more than just 
an academic opportunity.  

Requirements 
for Application:

• Must have taken the 
ACT, SAT, or PSAT

• Must be a Junior
• Need 1 teacher recom-

mendation and 1 
community recommen-
dation

• Must fi nish all four 
years of  high school (no 
early graduation)

Application
Deadline:

Nov. 21
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After graduation, some go straight to college, some 
go into the workforce, and then you have a few that go 
to protect and serve our country. Here are some of  the 
courageous GRC students who have dedicated their lives to 
protect our own.

Serving their country

   Students commit to joining military after high school

I am joining the military 
because of my family, JROTC, 
and the fact I can better 
myself and gain skills I could 
use in my future. JROTC has 
taught me how to march,
salute, address military
people, and get me in better 
physical shape.

What in� uenced me is the fact that I 
am able and willing to serve. Traveling the 
world has always been a dream and this 
will help me pursue it. I want to be able 
to say that I am part of the few willing to 
protect. Being a part of JROTC has
prepared me mentally and physically.

What in� uenced me to join the 
Army is my family and JROTC.
JROTC has taught me how to
mentally and physically prepare
myself for what’s ahead of me.

I want to be a pilot. � e military is the 
best way for me to achieve that goal. � e 
military will pay for my college so it will 
become worth it in the end.

My family has always 
been in the military. I want 
a good job and the ability 
to travel the world. � e job 
experience you have when 
you get out of the Navy can 
help you get a job in civilian 
life. JROTC has prepared me 
for the military by teaching 
me leadership skills and
military skills.

Michael Fraley

Wade Willoughby

Annie Bradshaw
Multimedia Staff



Sta�  Editorial

Finally! Athletic facilities move forward after eight years
It’s with cautious optimism that we celebrate the Board 

of  Education’s unanimous decision to tangibly move
forward on giving us our long-awaited total campus. 

Numerous delays and distractions caused years to pass 
with no decisions and no progress. 

We are frustrated that it took so long but overjoyed that 
it seems to be fi nally happening.

In some ways we feel as though we will have to see it to 
believe it. 

Four graduating classes have passed through our new 
school without having a place to gather as a student body, 
and soon it will be fi ve. 

No assemblies. No pep rallies. No Veterans Day
programs. No home games.

Struggling school spirit. A distant sense of  family.  

We are sorry for you, Classes of  2014-2018, and
probably even beyond. You missed a major part of  the
high school experience.

Now we anxiously await the day when wrongs are made 
right.

At last we can actually visualize the day when we are 
fi nally a total high school campus like everyone else.

We are hard pressed to offer kudos to a decision that is 
years overdue and yet we offer kudos because we are
greatly relieved.

Finally GRC will be a complete high school and not a 
shell of  one.

Editorial Cartoon
by Emma Mitmesser



Lauren Brinegar
Multimedia Staff

Taylor Rader
Multimedia Staff

Two words. High school. The 
eagerness to grow up is never
surprising.  

Many believe that they are
capable of  much more than high 
school allows. But are they quite 
ready for the trials of  adulthood? 

High school students shouldn’t 
graduate early.

Graduating early from high school 
doesn’t necessarily make you an adult 
or make you any more mature. The 
college prep classes and study skills 
taught in high school insure your 
future success.

If  we, as teenagers, can’t stay in 
high school for the duration of  four 
years, we will then be creating a pat-
tern of  giving up before we are truly 
fi nished. 

High school is a four-year
process that conforms to the
changes and challenges of
teenagers’ lives. If  we cheat
ourselves of  that process, then
we won’t be ready for the
responsibilities of  the real world. 

College requires a mental and
emotional maturity you may not have 
yet when you graduate early. High 
school is the closest thing to a trial 
run. To skip the trial and to begin
the actual game has its
consequences.

There’s a lot of  brain development 
going on during our teenage years, 

when our frontal lobes, our impulsive 
control and the ability to plan, are still 
developing. 

Students would be putting too 
much stress on themselves since
they would be taking junior classes
at school and their “senior” classes
online, they wouldn’t have time for 
extra curricular activities or the time 
to make memories in their year of  
lasts.

Graduating early at GRC is
becoming more popular as the
years go on. In 2015-2016 only two
people graduated early, last year only 
14 students graduated early. This year, 
15 people are planning on graduating 
early from GRC.

If  they graduate early, they would 
be missing out on a lot of  life long 
memories.

Whether it’s sports, musicals,
band, or prom with your graduating 
classmates, you’re bound to miss 
something. 

Enjoy what extra curricular
activities high school has to offer,
because it won’t be the same in
college.

For many, senior year is a time to 
celebrate with friends and enjoy every 
last bit of  high school. Don’t rush 
yourself  into the responsibilities of  
the real world just yet. Enjoy your 
days being a teenager; you have your 
whole adult life ahead of  you.

Why not get a head start on life?

High school: a time when students 
learn their full potential. 

It’s also a time when students learn 
if  they really need to go through four 
years of  high school. 

With opportunities such as AP 
classes and EKU Now, many students 
are realizing that they are ready for the 
challenges of  college.

Early graduation is an amazing 
opportunity that students around the 
state and nation can take advantage of.

This year, 15 students plan on grad-
uating early. Eight students are going 
about it the Board of  Education way, 
and seven are going about the state 
way. 

Both are attainable routes with a 
little bit of  extra work.                                                                                                                           

Early graduation is not just about 
leaving high school early; it’s about 
getting a head start on life. Whether 
students plan on going straight into 
the work force or to college, they are 
already striving toward their wanted 
future.

Early graduation grants you more 
time to do the things you want to do. 
Whether it is traveling the world or 
simply taking things at your own pace, 
you have the leisure to do whatever 
you want with your life.

High school is just a stepping stone 
used to help us prepare for the next 
step in our lives – a step deemed

unnecessary by some.

Everyone sees high school differ-
ently. Some see it as the most
challenging part of  growing up,
while others think it’s the longest
four years of  their lives.

For some, classes can sometimes 
blur together. You hear the same 
information over and over again and 
it all becomes repetitive. This bores 
those who strive for challenges and 
the real world. 

Football games and musicals might 
be fun but they are not necessary. 
High school is what you make of  it; 
there is no right or wrong way to enjoy 
it.

However, not everyone has the 
luxury of  being able to stay within the 
four walls of  a classroom.

Some students don’t have time to 
be teenagers. Early graduation offers 
the ability to help support both their 
families and themselves. 

Those in fi nancial situations fi nd 
early graduation as a way of  getting 
their situation under control. It helps 
those get their life started on a stable 
path. 

Early graduation is not just giving 
up on high school, its taking steps to a 
desired future. Whether students go to 
college or not, it is still benefi cial with 
getting a head start.

Is graduating early a good idea?
Slow and steady 
wins the race

Go ahead: Skip
the training wheels

 HEAD-TO-HEAD



Over the years, Apple has 
solidified their position as a 
technology juggernaut. 

Year after year, they add 
something to their products 
that put them a step ahead 
and entice customers. 

Yet, this year, they’re mak-
ing one of  their worst moves 
ever by releasing the iPhone 
X. 

At their annual September 
Keynote event, Apple an-
nounced the iPhone 8 and 8 
Plus.

 Both of  these phones are 
really good with minor, yet 
impactful upgrades.

 But Apple had to add 

their “one more thing” and 
announced the iPhone X. 

From an innovation 
standpoint, the iPhone X is 
interesting, but in every other 
aspect, it’s ridiculous. 

First of  all, that all-screen 
display looks all-bad. 

The idea of  having the 
front of  your phone be 
completely screen is cool, but 
Apple went about executing it 
completely the wrong way. 

The notch at the top of  
the phone for the new cam-
era and Face ID is distracting 
and ugly.

 Imagine watching Netflix 
or playing a game, but there’s 

a frustrating bar in the way. 

That doesn’t sound like 
“all-screen” to me.

Plus, the removal of  the 
home button was another 
poorly thought-out idea. 

Sure, companies like 
Samsung are doing the same 
thing, but that didn’t mean 
that Apple had to do it too.

 Taking away the home 
button also takes away a lot 
of  conveniences like using 
your fingerprint to unlock 
your phone. 

It adds confusing new 
gestures to do functions 
you’ve done simply for years 
and pushes users towards the 

underdeveloped Face ID.

Speaking of  Face ID, it is 
totally unnecessary. 

As a result of  not having 
a home button, you have to 
use the fancy and new front 
camera to unlock your phone.

 But Apple couldn’t even 
get it to work during their live 
presentation. Plus, having to 
look at your phone to unlock 
it takes away the ease of  just 
pressing the home button.

So, does this phone really 
sound worth it to you? Do 
these inconveniences sound 
like something you should 
drop $999-$1,149 on? Even 
the most expensive iPhone 8 

Plus is $50 cheaper and much 
more worth the money. Ulti-
mately, if  you get this phone, 
it’s your decision. But it’s the 
wrong one. 

When I went to sleep on 
Sept. 30, I was overcome with 
dread. A dread that would 
last for the next 31 days. 

I knew that when I woke 
up that it would be Oct. 1, 
the first day of  the worst 
month of  the year.

Some may think my 
disdain for an entire month is 
nonsensical.  They don’t see 
how it’s different from any 
other month, but they are 
ignorant to the evil this 
month produces. 

They are ignorant to the 
evil that is All Hallow’s Eve, 
or as it’s better known, 
Halloween.

That one holiday convinc-

es everyone to embrace the 
spooky and the horrifying. 
Everyone suddenly has an 
obsessive love for horror 
movies and creepy costumes.

 Approximately 1 billion 
horror movies seem to get 
released every October, with 
their advertisements infecting 
every form of  media.

 Unsettling costumes are 
displayed with pride at every 
store. Lifelike decorations 
cover every home in every 
neighborhood. 

It becomes impossible for 
someone like me, who detests 
all things spooky, to partici-
pate in everyday life without 
experiencing some form of  

psychological torture. 

Why couldn’t it be any 
other holiday that people get 
so excited about?

 Why can’t everyone just 
really care about Arbor Day 
instead?

 I don’t think anybody 
would have a problem with 
celebrating a bunch of  trees.

I know that this month 
isn’t as bad to others, but oth-
er people aren’t as cowardly 
as I am. I can’t help how 
easily scared I get at the least 
scary things. 

I know that it is too much 
to expect people to stop with 
the scares, but I don’t think 

it’s too much to hope that 
people are more aware that 
not everyone loves being 
scared as much as they do.

 The only thing that allows 
me to make it through this 
month of  horror is the prom-
ise that awaits me on the oth-
er side – Christmas season.

I take my solace from the 
fact that once the clocks 
strikes midnight on Hallow-
een, all of  the evil energy 
will soon be purified by the 
wholesomeness that is Christ-
mas carols. 

Once Halloween ends, 
some realize the error of  
their ways of  the previous 
month and offer their repen-

tance by playing the cheerful 
music that reminds us all to 
look forward to the happier 
future. A future where no 
one, no matter how cowardly, 
has to live day to day in fear 
of  traumatizing frights. 

Hagan Wells
Executive Multimedia  

Editor

Thomas Cantrell
Opinions Editor

  iPhone X? More like iPhone X-tra

Halloweenie
   The struggles of being easily frightened in October

Hatin’ with Hagan



Does something grind your gears? What makes you pull your hair out? We asked students these same questions to fi nd out 
their pet peeves. They were given only one stipulation: their ranting had to be exactly 100 words- no more, no less.

Caroline Cuccinelli, 10th

Charli O-Dell,10th

Taylor Plowman, 10th

Hayden Turley,10th
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• Allergy season
• Bells still unsynced
• Fall sports are ending

• HALLOWEEN!
• Time for sweaters
• AP reward money

Standing in corners. Hiding in stairwells. Even blocking 
the halls. Nothing is worse than not being able to reach 

your class because of  people making out in the hall-
ways. Their only purpose is to guide you
to class. Seriously, no one wants to encounter
lovey-dovey couples making a scene when all I want 
is to reach my class. I’m sure you’re nice people, but 

you don’t know how many people are disgusted by 
your inconsiderate actions. I understand that you 
love each other and all, but can’t you think of  a 
better place to kiss? I can think of  plenty.

8:33. Slowly the traffi c is building up going to the student 
parking lot. Your thoughts of  running into school and 
getting to fi rst period just in time are interrupted by 
the police offi cer stopping you to let parents leave. 
8:34. You’re in a panic. You thought you had enough 
time to stop and get coffee, but you were not think-
ing of  the time it would take waiting for the police 
offi cer to motion that it’s your time to go. 8:35. Your 
heart stops as you walk into school and hear the 
dreaded bell. Now off  to get a tardy slip…

As I wait in the lunch line, only one thing is on my mind. 
Thoughts of  the delicious taste of  cold chocolate milk 

fi lls my heart with love. However, as I exit the line 
each day, I tend to notice the same thing. How am I 
supposed to eat my lunch with such a small amount 
of  chocolate milk? Looking around, I see many 
people with multiple chocolate milk containers. 

Clearly, the amount of  chocolate milk we are given 
is far too small! To imagine eating a meal without 
chocolate milk is insane, but having almost none is 
practically torture.

Time for lunch! Sprinting past the threshold of  my intense 
class. I weave through congested halls. I engage
ninja skills, unnoticeably slithering through those of  
inadequate speed and talent. However, upon arrival 
at the cafeteria, all effort appears thwarted for moral 
degenerates have chosen their own speed through 
the line over the respect of  peers. I violated hall laws 
just to be cut in line by those who couldn’t be both-
ered to walk faster. Don’t make me wait longer due to 
your poor life choices. Stop the “cool” walk and be in 
front or embrace that swagger and wait in line.

Recently, I haven’t even been able to even enter the doors 
to the cafeteria. Why do people always go to the fi rst 

lane? It would be nice if  they could use every lane that 
was paid for and built instead of  just using the fi rst 
one, causing a traffi c jam at the doors. I know, you go 
to the fi rst line because you want your food quicker, 
but hey – I want to be able to sit down and eat, too! 
Thanks for listening. Now, it would be nice if  you can 
actually consider the words I have said, or not.

If you’ve ever been late, you’ll relate to this. You can be 
10 seconds away from your class and have to walk up 
to the front to get a note. Doing this makes us even 
later. Also if teachers don’t want the notes then 
why are we getting them? � is is just a waste of 
paper. � ey are all going to end up in the trashcan 
anyways. Poor trees; they get killed for this purpose 
and it’s all because one teacher told me to go back 
and get a slip at 8:35. To me, I don’t think this 
makes any sense.
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Shelby Summers, 9th

Rachel Puckett, 10th



  There is an afterlife. It has a place for people when they are put to rest, but what 
about those who have unfi nished business? Ghosts are so often written off  as a 
bunch of  hocus pocus that’s only brought up around Halloween, but who is to say 

they aren’t real? Stories about the spirits of  the dead have been 
told as far back as humanity can remember and as widespread 
as it comes. My own parents witnessed a ghostly woman run 
in front of  their car, scream, and then disappear into thin air. I 
had a friend at my house that saw a man in my basement that 

shouldn’t have been there. I refuse to rule out the existence 
of  ghosts when there is no solid evidence to disprove it.  

Are Ghosts Real?
Real? Hoax?OR

Maddie Mann, 12th 

The conjured idea of  ghosts is a complete fallacy. The term “ghost” is used 
over 100 times in the Bible, but it never has the same connotations that

modern society has tied to it. It references “The Holy Ghost,” not the embodied, evil 
souls transparent to the eye and aimlessly roaming the earth we always picture. While 
I do believe in a purgatory – middle ground between Heaven 
and Hell – for souls awaiting judgment, these spirits do not 
have the ability to interact with those living. “But the dead know 
nothing…nevermore will they have a share in anything done 
under the sun.” So yes, there are spirits, but they are not Casper 
The Friendly Ghost and his buddies amusing themselves 

by scaring us mere humans. That is just absurd.  Emma Mitmesser, 12th
  Ghosts are real. To me, that is common knowledge. Being from a family of  fi rm 
believers I fi nd it crazy that others try to deny their existence. I have had too many 

unexplainable experiences to try and disprove ghosts. I believe 
ghosts are entities that can’t move on due to either unfi nished 
business or things they wanted to see carried out, or that they 
simply just aren’t ready to face the fact they are dead. M y friends 
and I have all experienced unexplainable situations together and 
have had cases where a ghost is the only logical answer. If  you 

think about it, with all the craziness that goes on in the world, 
ghosts aren’t that far fetched. 

Taylor Rader, 11th

Ghosts aren’t real. Much like any other supernatural creature believed to exist 
in the past, ghosts are just a product of  paranoia. People expe-
rience some event that they aren’t able to make sense of  and so 
they create and explanation for themselves. For some reason, it’s 
easier to accept that the souls of  the dead are angry with us than 
anything else. Ghosts today are what witches were in the past. 
We only believe in ghosts because we would rather have a 

fake answer to the unknown than no answer at all. � omas Cantrell, 12th

 Although I have never had a fi rst-hand ghost experience, I have heard too many 
convincing stories about others’ ghost encounters to discount the theory that ghosts 
exist. My family worked with a realtor who claimed to live in a haunted house that 
used to be a small hospital. When her husband and herself  would go upstairs to go 
to sleep at night they would turn the living room TV off. However, by the time they 
got to the top of  the stairs, the TV would be back on in the living room. They would 

wake up in the morning to fi nd that half  the furniture in their 
house had been rearranged in different positions than they left it. 
I didn’t know whether to believe her until she showed my dad a 
picture that she took of  the house. On the front porch, you can 
see two blurry images of  twin girls in 1930s-style clothing. I don’t 

want to believe that ghosts are real, but after that story, I 
don’t really have a choice.  Olivia Montgomery, 11th

Ghosts are no more real than the monster that hid under your bed when you 
were fi ve.  If  ghosts do exist, why do we not have better evidence of  them by 

now? I refuse to believe that people who become ghosts would just spend their time 
being creepy or scary. Wouldn’t there be ghosts with different personalities?  Wouldn’t 
there be ghosts who instead of  being evil, just messed with 
people in slight ways? If  I were a ghost, I would make chairs 
randomly start fl oating, randomly whisper boo into the ears of  
unsuspecting bystanders, and I’d probably try to do all the things 
I didn’t get to do before my time was up. There’s no way ghosts 
are real; they would be having a lot more fun with it (and 

with us) if  they were.  Savannah Green, 11th

  I am a fi rm believer in otherworldly existences.  Ghosts cause all those odd, 
unnatural experiences. Ghost stories have always existed. Throughout time they have 

gotten more extravagant and popular causing more and more to 
believe in these paranormal beings. There is no reason to make 
it up. I have had many instances where I leave the room and my 
stuff  has not only been moved to a new place, but it also now 
totally opposite than what it was before. There is no reasonable 

explanation for some of  these unusual occurrences. I will 
always be pro ghost no matter what the #haters say.Veronica Flack, 11th Lauren Palmer, 12th

Ghost, in the sense of  “Casper” aren’t real, plain and simple. I do not believe 
there is grey, shadowy fl oating the earth tormenting people. The show Ghost 

Hunters is a (very) scripted show that was made purely for money.  The actors in 
those shows are told what to “see” and what to “hear” so the network can get more 
money. It’s a scam. I’m not dissing all supernatural things. I do believe there are evil 
spirits in the world that try to lead people away from the good. 
But these evil spirits are embodied by an actual person; they’re 
not some free-fl oating mist that can walk through walls. Being 
a religious person I do believe there are nonbelievers that try to 
lead you away from God, but they’re not ghosts. There is no such 
thing as a fl oating white sheet saying “boo!!” just to torment the 

human population. 
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R&B is dominating the 
music industry right now. 

The popularity of  people 
such as The Weeknd and 
Bryson Tiller can attest to 
this. But what if  you put 
those two artists together? 

You’d get up-and-coming 
duo dvsn (pronounced divi-
sion). And their latest album, 
Morning After, plants their fl ag 
in the R&B landscape.

One of  the many things 
that makes this album so 
special is how the beats fl ow 
so well with the vocals. 

Nuh Time/Tek Time 
provides this intense and 
building background that’s 

complemented by lead singer 
Daniel Daley’s emotional 
delivery. 
The song Mood is exactly 
that, a mood. The falsettos 
perfectly coincide with the 
smooth guitar, bass, and 
piano. 

To give you an idea of  
how well these songs are
produced, the other half
of  dvsn is producer/song-
writer Nineteen85; one of  
the minds behind hits like 
Hold On, We’re Going Home 
and Hotline Bling. 

Another cool aspect of  
this album is the cinematic 
feel of  it. 

The opening track, Run 
Away, eases you in with an 
orchestra-esque build, then 
drops to a deep bass-thump-
ing beat accompanied with 
vocals that feel reminiscent 
of  Michael Jackson, while 
feeling original at the same 
time. In the same vein, the 
closing track, Conversations in 
a Diner, is set to melancholy 
lyrics and piano, but the
clatter of  a diner in the 
peripherals of  the song helps 
listeners to actually visualize 
this song playing out in a real 
situation. 

Additionally, there are 
some songs that are perfect 

for dancing. The title song 
has a fun island feel and 
reminds you of  another song 
Nineteen85 worked on, One 
Dance. 

One standout track, Don’t 
Choose, also  has a great beat 
that’ll get you nodding your 
head while getting in your 
feelings.

Overall, dvsn’s Morning
After is one of  the best
albums of  the year so far. 

The 52-minute album 
has no downsides, but it is 
an emotional rollercoaster. 
Yet, it’s well worth the ride 
because the pure talent and 
production of  the album is 

fantastic. 
If  you enjoy artists like 

Bryson Tiller or The Week-
nd, check out this project. 
But if  you’re not, still check 
it out because you won’t want 
to be one of  the only people 
in a few years that missed the 
dvsn train.

Hagan Wells
Media Editor

  New artists bring fresh beats to R&B scene
Hangin’ with Hagan

DIYLast-minute
Halloween Costumes

Oh no! You have a costume party at 7:00, 
but you haven’t put together a costume! 
Well, have no fear, because here’s a quick 

reference for last-minute costumes to
save the day!

The tutu is a go-to statement 

piece for a costume. Pair it with 

a superhero shirt and a pair of  

converse and you’ll be cute as a 
button.

A T-shirt --
 the sim

plest part o
f  

any outfi t, 
and it m

ay alre
ady be 

in your home. O
r it’s

 as e
asy as 

going to Wal-M
art a

nd grabbing 

one off  the shelf.

A superhero shirt is
 perfect for 

the lazily put-together Halloween 

costume. You can put a super-

man shirt w
ith a button-down 

and a pair of  glasses to make an 

easy Clark Kent costume.
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FAMILY... 

As you walk around the halls of  GRC, you’ll 
probably notice a lot of  new faces. This school year, 
GRC has added 20 new teachers. We asked these new 
instructors some questions about themselves to help 
you can get to better know them. We didn’t receive 
answers from everyone but we are happy to introduce 
the teachers who responded.

Robert Albright - Math
What I like best about teaching: Helping students grow and 
mature into successful adults.
About me: I am a native Texan, and I also had the opportunity 
to play basketball at the college level.
What I want students to know: I want my students to be able to 
think, analyze, calculate, and make sound decisions based on a 
solid understanding.
Favorite High School Memory: So many, but I devoted a large 
amount of  time to playing basketball.

Taylor Bumgardner - Social Studies
What I like best about teaching: The people! I love getting to 
know the students and teachers. I also love that my job allows 
me to learn more about my favorite subjects as I prepare for 
class. I literally learn something new every day!
About me: Before I became a teacher, I worked on political 
campaigns for Senate and Presidential candidates. I once 
stepped on a presidential candidate’s foot in high heeled shoes. 
Awkward!
I studied Japanese and Arabic in college. I wasn’t great at either, 
but I can still order a cup of  coffee in both languages!
What I want students to know: I am on your team! I want to see 
you succeed. My door is always open to you if  you are struggling 
in class or just need someone to listen. 
Favorite High School Memory: Participating in spring musicals 
and going to GRC/Montgomery County football games. 

Kayla Clevenger - English II, III, & IV
What I like best about teaching: Having the opportunity to build 
meaningful relationships with my students while teaching them 
valuable English skills!

About me: My dad was on GRC’s first soccer team. Also, I love 
everything “outdoorsy!” Hiking, skiing, canoeing, you name it!
What I want students to know: My door is always open!
Favorite high school memory: Watching Madison Central win 
the Boys’ Basketball State Championship!

Paul Columbia - Math
What I like best about teaching: Seeing students mature 
academically and become productive citizens. 
About me: I retired from the Clark County school system in 
August of  2014 after 29 years as a GRC Math teacher (11.5 
yrs), a GRC assistant principal (16 yrs), and Director of  
Operations (1 yr). I also coached GRC football for 30 years, 
with 13 of  those years as head coach (1999-2011).
What I want students to know: Students should focus on 
academics and vocational classes to have more opportunities 
after graduation.
Favorite high school memory: I am a 1975 GRC graduate. 
The whole experience was very rewarding and I cherish the 
friendships formed.

Hannah Gossett - Freshman Chemistry
What I like best about teaching: I like getting to know students 
better and working with them throughout the year.
About me: I’ve been on the cover of  a magazine and I taught 
in Italy for 4 weeks.
What I want students to know: I want students to be successful 
in life.
Favorite high school memory: Winning NCA National 
Cheerleading Competition.

Haley Hall - Freshman Math
What I like best about teaching: Watching students learn, 
collaborating with other math teachers, working with 
administration, and helping students become successful adults.
About me: I live in Powell County. I taught math in Rarotonga.
What I want students to know: I like being a GRC Cardinal!
Favorite high school memory: Graduating. 

Aaron Lawson - PASS Coach
What I like best about teaching: Showing students possible 
life paths.
About me: I taught for 15 years in Atlanta, and just had 
a daughter in May.
What I want students to know: Honest effort changes everything.
Favorite High School Memory: Finishing 2nd in state in the 100 
breaststroke my senior year. 

Savannah Mansour - Freshman Reading
What I like best about teaching: Helping young people overcome 
challenges – be they in the classroom, on the court, or out in 
the world.
About me: I moved here from Georgia because of  my husband’s 
job at Taco Bell – I am obsessed with coaching volleyball and 
Orange Theory Fitness!
What I want students to know: I am honored to serve at a school 
where students, teachers, and administration passionately 
pursue progress for the future.
Favorite High School Memory: Out-of-class literature discussions 
with teachers and classmates.

Amanda Mills - Spanish
What I like best about teaching: I like teaching because it gives 
me the opportunity to teach students that every day is a new 
day to learn something new. 
Two interesting facts about me: I’ve been to 11 different 
countries. I have an adorable 9-month-old daughter
Favorite high school memory: Attending basketball games with 
friends.

Madeline Mudd - English II
What I like best about teaching: I enjoy helping students find a 
passion for English and Literature. 
About me: I have a dog named Augusta and love to travel.
What I want students to know: I want my students to know that I 
am always here to help so don’t be afraid to ask!
Favorite High School Memory: Competing at state competitions 
for DECA and cheerleading.

See WELCOME, Page 14
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Jennifer O’Brien - Biomedical Science
What I like best about teaching: The subject, science rules! And 
the students of  course!
About me: I’m a second-degree blackbelt. I also went sea- 
kayaking in Norway last summer.
Favorite High School Memory: Playing volleyball, and winning! 
Also, dissections in my anatomy class.

Jasmine Perry - Freshman English
What I like best about teaching: Connecting with students 
and helping them realize their potential.
About me: I have never been on a plane, and I was the 
editor-in-chief  of  my high school newspaper.
What I want students to know: My door is always open and there 
is no problem too small to ask for help. 
Favorite High School Memory: Staying after school to rehearse 
for a school play my junior year. I met some of  my best friends!

Kelsi Peters - Freshman Science
What I like best about teaching: The “aha!” moments!
About me: I was born in Pennsylvania. I danced for 12 years, 
played soccer for eight, softball for five, tennis for a summer, 
swimming for a year and, most recently, rugby for three years. 
What I want students to know: They can do amazing things.
Favorite High School Memory: Playing tenor sax in marching 
band every Friday night!

Michael Ritchie - Health/PE
What I like best about teaching: Interacting with the students 
on a daily basis.
About me: My wife and I have a 23-month-old daughter. 
I switched my major in college three times.
What I want students to know: How health and physical education 
can help them for a lifetime and not only while they are taking the 
course.
Favorite High School Memory: Playing in my high school’s first 
regional tournament basketball game in over 20 years.

Allisa Sowder - Agriculture 
What I like best about teaching: Connecting with the students! 
I love Agriculture and my favorite part of  getting to teach it is 
seeing the students become interested in Ag as well.
About me: I have the most fluffy and excited Golden Retriever, 
named Moose. I have three nephews that I absolutely adore!

What I want students to know: It’s okay to not have it all figured 
out right now. High school, and even college, is a time to explore 
your options and figure out what makes you happiest. You have 
time so don’t worry!
Favorite High School Memory: On April Fools’, my two Ag 
teachers would prank each other. One day, Mr. S asked us ladies 
to put Mr. Jones’ desk in the girls’ bathroom. We did! Watching 
Mr. Jones find out and try to figure out what to do to get it out 
was priceless. 

Tim Tafoya - Social Studies
What I like best about teaching: I love teaching because I get 
to have a chance to make an impact on students’ lives. I was 
blessed to have a few people in my life that made an impact on 
my life, so this gives me a way to “pay it forward.” Being around 
young people helps keep me young. (I am one of  the oldest 
teachers in the building.)
About me: I was a licensed hairstylist for a long time, and I was a 
ski bum for four years in Vail, Colorado, in my mind the best ski 
resort in the world.  I went for one year, and stayed for four. In 
the summer following those ski seasons, I was able to hang out 
on the beaches in Southern California.
What I want students to know: I will have their backs, and be 
one of  their biggest supporters.

Favorite High School Memory: Not having to be at school until 
11:35 a.m. my sophomore year. I am part of  the Baby Boom 
generation, and because my high school was built for 1,800 
students (we had approximately 3,000 students for grades 10, 
11 and 12), the school had to go to split sessions. Juniors and 
seniors had to arrive at 7:25 a.m. and they left at 11:35 a.m. 
Sophomores left at 3:45 p.m.  One time, I was in Los Angeles, 
and I made it to school on time! 

Millicent Wells - Art
What I like best about teaching: I love helping kids. I love giving 
kids someone they can depend on and trust. Teaching art is 
amazing, because I can transform someone’s thoughts from “ I 
can’t draw. I hate art,” to “I made that!”
About me: I’m also a math teacher. I found that I used math/
geometry so much teaching art that I started tutoring my art 
students in math after school, so I got a degree in it!
What I want students to know: I love them and I’ll do my best 
to help them however I can. Art is everywhere – history, sports 
logos, restaurant logos. If  it exists, someone designed it. That’s 
why we need art.
Favorite High School Memory: Cutting up with friends in Pre-Cal 
and dancing in the “Nutcracker” with the Lexington Ballet. 

Freshman on Fire #1

The first month’s winners for Freshmen on Fire are front row, Sadie Gayheart, Shelby Meade, Rilie Brummer,
Precious Lord, Marley Tolson, Kelsey Grissam, Haley Barrett, Kaleigh Roe; back, Alexander Langfels, Justin Asher, 

Kaitlynn Branham, Abby Edwards, Katherine Walls, Jared Wellman, Allen Powe. Not pictured: Kaylie Allman,
Jacob Busch, Zach Durphy, Madison Hall

Smoke Signals photo
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It’s October, and that calls for all things pumpkin 
� avored. � ese mu�  ns are great for breakfast or 

even a snack.

Snacktime with 
SnellPrep time: 10 min 

Makes: 12 muffins

Cook time: 20 min

Ingredients:
- 1 package yellow cake mix
- 1 (15oz) can pumpkin puree
- 1 teaspoon cinnamon

By Haley Snell

When you’re walking around a 
college campus, you can be one 
of  two things – comfortable or 
confused. At Eastern Kentucky 
University, you don’t have to be 
the latter. 

EKU is a fantastic college. 
I’ve been going there for the past 
couple of  years through the EKU 
Now program and it has  opened 
up a whole new world for me. 

Compared to the huge,
expansive campus of  UK,
EKU provides a smaller, more 
comfortable size without feeling 
too small or cramped. 

Plus, the atmosphere in
Richmond is so easygoing. 
Walking through campus on an 
overcast day is very relaxing.

While the feel of  the campus 

is important, the education is also 
an essential aspect of  what
Eastern has to offer. 

Every class I’ve taken there 
so far has been great. Because 
of  EKU’s moderate size, classes 
aren’t that big and intimidating.

The largest one I know of  is 
about 100 students, where at
bigger colleges, that number 

might be 500. 
Because of  the smaller class 

size, it’s not as scary to ask ques-
tions and you can make a better 
connection with your professors. 
Also, EKU offers around 140
different programs to study 
under. 

You can pursue anything from 
pre-Medical School to a Master’s 
degree in Music. The opportu-
nities Eastern provides further 
show how you can get a large 
university education without the 
anxiety that comes with it. 

All in all, you can’t go wrong 
if  you apply to Eastern Kentucky 
University. There are so many 
benefi ts to going to EKU. 

If  you’re looking for a college 
close to home, but with some 
distance, EKU is for you. 

If  you’re looking for a great 
education but don’t want to pay 
back student loans for the rest of  
your life, EKU is for you. 

In almost any situation you 
think of, EKU is for you.

Hagan at EKU’s lucky
Daniel Boone statue

Directions:
1.  Preheat the oven to 350 degrees and grease a 

12-cup muffin pan or line with paper liners.
2.  In a large bowl, combine all the ingredients.



The high school experience isn’t just about the classroom. GRC 
offers endless opportunities outside athletics to get involved.

The benefi ts of getting involved in a club or organization go way 
beyond the proverbial college application. It connects you to your 
school and helps you build community by fi nding new friends with 
similar interests. It allows you to develop and even discover your gifts 
and talents. It grows your leadership skills. GRC’s extracurriculars
offer everything from political activism to community service to
environmental awareness. Make your high school experience the
best it can be and don’t delay in getting involved.

*       BETA CLUB
Open to Grades 10-12 with a GPA of 3.25 or above, BETA is a 

nationally recognized service organization which offers membership 
to future leaders and innovators. Members must attend 7 or more 
meetings and perform 10 or more service hours to be a member in 
good standing and be inducted at the end of the year. Dues are $20 
for new members and $10 for past members. We meet before school 
in the Media Center on even numbered Fridays, and we have a
newsletter (Stop and Go) for the odd-numbered Fridays.
Sponsor: Connie Cobb

*CARDINAL NETS
The purpose of this club is to raise money and awareness for

an organization called 24,000 (based in Lexington) that provides
orphanages with mosquito nets to prevent the spread of Malaria. 
Proposed activities: multiple fundraising events such as chocolate 
bar sales, bracelet sales and bake sales. Meeting time: Twice a month 
(typically Tuesday). Dues: $10
Sponsor: Amy Walker

*CLARK COUNTY FFA
FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by

promoting premier leadership, personal growth and career success. 
This club works with agricultural-based activities, such as farming and 
animal-science. There are over 100 members in Clark County alone. 
Proposed activities: Back to School Cook-Out, Bluegrass Leadership 
Conference, National FFA Convention, North American Rodeo, Snow 
Tubing, and Bowling. Dues: $20 (includes an FFA T-Shirt). Students 
can join if they are in an agriculture class and pay dues.
Sponsor: Terra Pigg

INVOLVEMENT
starts with you...



*FCCLA - Family Career Community Leaders of America
The FCCLA builds leadership skills and helps students to grow as 

members of the community through Family and Consumer Sciences 
education. Proposed activities: various community service projects, 
Fall and Spring Regional meeting, Annual Pictures with Santa. Meet-
ing time: dates and times will vary.
Dues: $20 (includes local, state and national dues and a club T-shirt) 
To join, see Ms. Stoneking (131).
Sponsor: Susan Stoneking

*GRC FOOD BANK
This club provides food and resources to those in need in our 

community by operating as a food bank for GRC students and their 
families. Meeting time: before and after school. To join, contact 
Mr. Foudray (512), Mrs. Sosby (508), or Mr. Lennon (main office).
Sponsor: Brian Foudray

*GREEN CLUB
Promoting environmental sustainability by operating a school-

wide recycling program. Meeting time: before school. Dues: none. 
To join, contact Mr. Foudray (512).
Sponsor: Brian Foudray

*GSA - Gay/Straight Alliance
GSA’s puprose is to promote tolerance and fairness for all. Pro-

posed activities: club breakfasts, after-school activities, charity work. 
Meeting time: before school. Dues: none. To join, contact Ms. Wil-
liams (505) or Mr. Foudray (512).
Sponsor: Brian Foudray

*HOSA - Health Occupations Students of America
To develop leadership and technical HOSA skill competencies 

through a program of motivation, awareness and recognition, which 
is an integral part of the Health Science Education instructional 
program. Proposed activities: We do community service projects 
such as Teddy Bear Clinics at the Elementary schools, work with the 
Generations Center, Trunk or Treat at CBC, and we sponsor two 
school-wide blood drives per year. To join, students must be part of 
the health sciences program.
Sponsors: Teresa Cowan, Heather Abner

*JSA - Junior State of America
JSA encourages students to “Be The People” and engage with 

their community. This club promotes civic engagement and growth 
in public speaking and speech writing.  Proposed Activities: Debates 
on important issues and thought talks to voice personal opinions on 
a variety of topics. Meeting time: Every Monday after school except 
the first Monday of the month. To join, see Adrian Von Hellens or 
Ms. Bumgardner or come to a meeting in Room 313. Dues: $8 for all 
members who wish to attend any of the three JSA conferences. 
Sponsor: Taylor Bumgardner

*KEY CLUB
Key Club is sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Winchester, Key 

Club is an international student-led organization providing mem-
bers with opportunities to provide service, build character and 
develop leadership. To join, see Mr. Parish in the Guidance Office.

*SPANISH CLUB
This foreign language club explores Spanish-speaking culture 

and practice language skills. Proposed activities: movies, food, 
service projects in community, making cultural products. Meeting 
time: 2nd Wednesday of the month in 411 at 7:55 a.m. Dues: $20
Sponsor: Megan Snellen

*STLP - Student Technology Leadership Program
This club offers leadership and technology experience as 

students create and develop projects (group and individual) for 
regional and state competitions. Open to anyone grades 9-12. 
Dues: $5.
Sponsor: Connie Cobb

*Y-Club
The Y-Club program provides high school students a chance 

to participate in hands-on activities that develop leadership skills, 
help one understand the importance of civic responsibility, and 
enhance our community through service projects. 
This organization allows students to put democracy in action by 
participating in the KYA and KUNA Conferences and meeting 
with other schools from around the state. Proposed activities: 
We will attend the KYA Conference in the fall, KUNA Conference 
in the spring, and complete community service throughout the 
school year.  Dues: $15 for the fall/you will get $10 off of KYA fees 
for being a member. To join, see Mr. Smith or Ms. Crowell.
Sponsor: Amanda Crowell

*YOUNG DEMOCRATS
Young Democrats are a youth-based political organization 

that serves as the entry point to Democratic politics for young 
activists nationwide. 
Meeting time: first Thursday of every month.
Sponsor: Brent Sizemore

*YOUNG REPUBLICANS
Young Republicans serve as the youth wing of the United 

States Republican Party whose aim is to provide support to the 
party and its candidates. Meeting time: Every other Tuesday in 
Room 313 before and after school. 
Sponsor: Taylor Bumgardner

ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED BY CLUB SPONSORS IN 
RESPONSE TO AN EMAIL SENT TO ALL GRC STAFF.



Pink dreams. Grey eyes. Take me away 
my starry sky. For this life was not mine. You 
were the only thing up all those nights when I 
couldn’t sleep. No one to hear me cry or take 

my thoughts. Just your shimmering stars to look 
upon. You gave me comfort when no one else 

was there. How can I repay you. It just isn’t fair. 
This life had dragged me down. I never looked 
for the light. Only your darkness could set me 
free. When I was in need you cried along with 

me. You made me feel loved and that someone 
did care. How can I ever say thank you. Life just isn’t fair. You can’t hear 
me when I am happy because your time is gone. I now sleep when you 
come around and you cry alone. Oh my starry sky. How I wish you could 

see that I still love you. You have your stars, but not me.  No one to 
comfort you. No one to stay with you. Only you and your stars. And even 

they have lost their shine.

Header Art
by Emma Mitmesser

Design by Rebecca Eaves

Header Art
by Emma Mitmesser

Talented
students can be 
found around 
every corner 
here at GRC. 

Artistic Alley is 
an “avenue” 

for students to 
show off  their 

skills.

Pink Dreams
By: Felicia Rapp

Nightmare on Elm
By: Kendra Sexton

A Skull
By: Kailyn Kochel 

Rabbit
By: Artez Costello

A Rose in Bloom
By: Bekah Miles



   Cardinals’ excellent season sets the bar for years to come

‘Family on three’: boys’ soccer bonds on, off field 

Nick Hounshell
Sports Editor

This team was so much 
more than a team. We were 
a family. 

We had 10 seniors who 
have played with each other 
for four years and grew 
each year. 

We went through good 
times, like beating Mont-
gomery County for the first 
time our junior year. 

We went through the bad 
times of  having our season 
ended early by getting 
beat in the first round 
of  District. 

This year was supposed 
to be different. 

Josh could control the 
midfield. John was all over 
the place on defense. 
Clayton knew this was the 
year he was going to score 
25+. Dallas got his chance 
at striker and showed he 
could play there. Aaron 
could beat most players 1 
on 1. Thomas was almost 
impossible to get off  the 
ball. Houston and I were 
almost impossible to get by 
when we were both healthy. 
Alex had our outside cov-
ered. And we could always 
rely on Hunter, who had 
our backs in goal. 

This was supposed to be 
our year. 

We showed that we could 
compete with some of  the 
best teams in the state. 

We played a top team 
from Lexington and showed 
that we can keep up with 
them. 

We proved that Mont-
gomery County wasn’t the 
only powerhouse in the 
39th District. 

We were 10 seniors who 
wanted to show the state 
that we aren’t a GRC team 
of  the past. 

But unfortunately we 
came up short just one 

more time. We had our 
hearts broken in the first 
round of  District one final 
time. 

Never have I loved a 
team more than this year’s 
team. I grew up playing 
with these guys and to have 
everything end in one mo-
ment was heartbreaking.

I love my family.  Thank 
you all for making this the 
greatest year of  soccer that 
I have ever been a part of.

Spencer McCord 
Multimedia Staff

Smoke Signals Photo

Spencer McCord, pictured 
right, was one of many seniors 

on the roster.

As the sun sets on another 
high school football season, 
the GRC football team has 
had its first multi-win season 
since 2014. 

After an extremely hot 
start, including the best re-
cord through six games since 
2008, the Cardinals have hit 
arguably the toughest stretch 
on their schedule. 

With a 4-2 record entering 
district play, the team looked 
likely to finish with a winning 
record in Dr. Lucas’ first 
season as head coach.

However, three very tough 
games later against the likes 

of  Lafayette, Tates Creek, 
and Madison Central, and 
the Cardinals were left at 4-5.

Overall, the Cards have 
been much improved this 
season. Nitavius Thomas 
has torn up defense after 
defense, ranking 8th in 6A 
in yards per game, with over 
100.

Thomas has helped push 
the GRC offense to second 
in the district, averaging 
around 28 points per game. 
Compare this to last year’s 8 
points per game, and you can 
see just how much this team 
has grown.

The defense is much im-
proved as well. Last season, 

the Cards gave up nearly 38 
points per game, compared 
to this season’s 23 points 
allowed per game. 

GRC holds the second 
best rushing defense in 6A, 
giving up around 82 yards 
per game. The Cards also 
have the second-ranked 
passing defense, allowing 
only 32 yards per game.

Fans need to look past 
the recent matchups against 
tough opponents to see just 
how good this team has 
been. The defense held Dun-
bar scoreless on their own 
field, for the first win over a 
school from Lexington since 
the 2014 season, and the first 

over Dunbar since 2010. 
When Smoke Signals went 

to press, the Cardinals were 
set to play Bourbon County 
in their last regular season 
game. GRC was looking to 
finish 5-5, and with the best 
regular season record since 
2014. 

No matter what the 
outcome against Bourbon 
County, GRC has looked 
very impressive this season, 
setting a new precedent for 
years to come.

Under Dr. Lucas, fans 
and students can expect the 
teams to continue to get 
better as more seasons come. 

Photo by Savannah Anderson

Austin Blair was a standout on 
the defense, helping take the  

team to new heights.

Football rushes to finish line



Bo Billings, 12th

Fall sports wrap up seasons with success

Pearce Nisbet, 12th
Devantay Parker, 11thMelanie Manns, 11th

Joy Lisle, 10th

Meaghan Curren, 12th

Caleb Wilson, 10th

Smoke Signals Photos; Nisbet Photo by Savannah Centers, Girls’ Soccer Photos and Jones Photo by Savannah Anderson



GRC sports teams were outstanding this fall. Many games, matches, races, and trophies have been 
won for our school. Congrats to all of  our athletes and thank you for your hard work!

Nick Hounshell, 11th

John Janes, 12th

Rachel Puckett, 10th

GRC sports teams were outstanding this fall. Many games, matches, races, and trophies have been 
won for our school. Congrats to all of  our athletes and thank you for your hard work!

Molly Robertson, 10th

Molly Franklin, 10th

Taylor Kelly, 11th

Tre’von Jones, 12th

Pages compiled by Savannah Anderson

Cardinal in Background by Nick Hounshell



The World Cup: the one 
time every four years that 
all across the world people 
gather in pride of  their own 
country to celebrate the most 
popular sport in existence – 
soccer. 

In the summer of  2018, 
beginning on the 14th of  
June, 32 of  the best teams in 
the world take their places
in Russia to face off  and 
determine which team will 
claim themselves victors of  
the globally competitive
tournament. 

Millions of  viewers will 
be disappointed to see, for 
the fi rst time in 32 years, the 
United States Men’s National 
Soccer Team (USMNT) will 

not be making their appear-
ance, due to a 1-2 loss to 
Trinidad & Tobago. 

Aside from the disappoint-
ment that will be felt by all 
those who temporarily set 
aside their loyalty for football 
to gather and take pleasure in 
fútbol, this could also have 
devastating effects on the 
commercial World Cup in the 
U.S., and on the Fifa World 
Cup as a whole. 

According to FIFA, 
196,838 tickets to the 2014 
Brazil World Cup were 
bought by U.S. citizens, 
second only to the amount 
bought by those in Brazil. 

The total cost for this 
tournament was $2 billion, 

and about half  of  this went 
into the Brazilian economy 
for local services preparing 
the World Cup. 

Assuming this pattern is 
followed, ticket sales could 
greatly decrease, resulting in 
the plummet of  profi ts for 
FIFA, and a greatly decreased 
amount of  benefi ts for the 
Russian economy, the host of  
the next World Cup. 

With this, according to 
Sports Illustrated, Fox Sports 
spent upwards of  $400 
million on World Cup broad-
casting, and because of  the 
absence of  the U.S., Fox 
viewers and earnings could 
crucially reduce, having a 
major negative effect on the 

franchise. What does this 
mean for you as a viewer? 

Quite frankly it shouldn’t 
mean anything. Of  course 
disappointment should be 
felt, but this is shouldn’t 
drive a person away from 
the World Cup. The fact that 
such repercussions could 
result from the U.S. not being 
in the World Cup is not a 
sign of  pride in one’s coun-
try. It’s a sign of  ignorance, 
greed, and self-centeredness. 

The World Cup is a time 
of  community and unity, 
not just in America, but 
throughout the world. To let 
the failure of  one country 
damage the full extent of  the 
tournament is an unfair act, 

and a perfect example of  the 
hubris spreading throughout 
our country.

It’s not just about Amer-
ica. It’s about the world. It’s 
about the community. It’s 
about soccer, so don’t let it 
just be about us.

Volleyball team claims District title over Montgomery 

U.S. men’s national team ‘kicked’ out of World Cup

  U.S. fails to make World Cup, potentially harming FIFA’s pro� ts

Maxwell Clark
Journalism 2

The Lady Cardinal 
volleyball team took down 
Montgomery County in 
fi ve sets to claim the district 
championship Oct. 18.

GRC never trailed in the 
match, despite the game 
being tied at a few different 
points. 

Emma McQuade, Molly 
Robertson, and Breanna 
Epperson made the All
District Tournament team, 
playing a large role for the 
Lady Cardinals.

With this win, the Lady 

Cardinals earned the right 
to host the region tourna-
ment. 

The Cards went on to 
lose in the fi rst round to 
Campbell County, but still 
ended the season with a 
winning record. 

Epperson refl ects on the 
season saying, “We had our 
ups and downs, but overall 
we had a great season. I’m 
really going to miss playing 
and making memories with 
these amazing girls.”

The team celebrates the District Championship 
after taking down Montgomery County.

Smoke Signals Photo



Nick Hounshell
Sports Editor

The ‘Death Penalty’ for Louisville: irrational and unfair 

100,000 dollars. That’s how 
much the Louisville
basketball program and 
Adidas gave recruit 
Brian Bowen, in 
return for his 
commitment.

Just when 
things 
couldn’t 
get worse, 
somehow 
the program 
put itself  deeper 
into trouble.

Sure, the recruiting
scandal involving escorts and 
prostitutes was bad. Horrible 
really. Many people

wanted Rick Pitino fi red at 
that point, and I don’t think 
anyone would’ve been against 
him losing his job. 

More recently, the FBI
released this information 
about “university-6.”
Rick Pitino and Athletic

Director Tom Jurich 
stood no chance. 

Both were put 
on leave less 

than two 
days after 
the report 

was released. 

What were they 
thinking? Because of  the 
decisions they made, the 

federal government is now at 
Louisville’s throat. 

Many people want Lou-
isville to receive the “death 
penalty,” a consequence of  
their actions that would force 
the university to terminate 
the entire basketball program 
for multiple seasons. 

Personally, I tend to agree. 
They have lied, broken laws, 
and now they are accused of  
money laundering. With these 
charges, it’s possible for mul-
tiple people involved in this 
scandal to get prison time.

However from a neutral 
point of  view, this is some-
thing possibly bad for the 
entire college basketball 
landscape. Kentucky loses its 
rival for multiple years. Duke, 
North Carolina, and many 
other ACC schools lose a 

fi erce competitor. 

And what happens to the 
program in future years? 
That’s multiple seasons of  
falling behind, no recruiting, 
and no winning. Not many 
players are going to look at 
Louisville and say, “I want to 
go play there.” If  Louisville 
were to receive the death
penatly, it’d be possible for 
the program to never get 
back to its winning ways.

Just look at SMU. In 1982, 
the football team fi nished
undefeated and won the 
Cotton Bowl. The Mustangs 
competed with the big
powers in the Southwest – 
Texas, Texas A&M, and 
Arkansas. 

Five years later, they
received the death penalty.
After being stripped of  
the accomplishments of  
the team, the program was 
suspended until 1989. SMU 
managed only one winning 
season from 1989 to 2008. 

I’m not saying that if
Louisville receives this
penalty that they’ll forever 
be stuck as a below average 
team, but it’s certainly
possible. 

Kentucky fans, as much as 
they hate Louisville, should 
seriously be rooting for the 
Cardinals on this one. It 
would effectively ruin the 
rivalry, one considered to be 
one of  the most heated in all 
of  college basketball. 

Director Tom Jurich 
stood no chance. 

Both were put 
on leave less 

Girls’ golf makes an appearance at State
The girls’ golf  team made an

appearance in the state tournament 
in early October, playing as one of  
22 teams. The Cardinals shot a 373 
as a team, fi nishing 16th in the state. 

GRC was led by sophomore 
Hannah Curreri who shot an
11 over par, fi nishing with an 83.
Curreri missed the cut for the
second round by two strokes. 

“It’s been an amazing season 
with an even more amazing team,” 
Curreri said. “I am so proud of  us 
for making it to state.”

The Lady Cardinals return every 
player on the roster next season, 
and will be looking to make
another run to the state
tournament. 

Smoke Signals Photo
Hannah Curreri, 10th

Cross Country hosts Regions, eyes State
The cross country team was set

to host the Region Tournament,
Saturday, Oct. 28. Smoke Signals 
went to press before regions.

Sophomore Rachel Puckett led
the girls’ team heading into the 
event, as she recently broke her 
personal 5K record with a time of  
20:08. 

Underclass leaders are prominent 
on the cross country team.

Cord Tackett, a freshman, leads 
the boys’ team with a 5K record of  
16:32.

The cross country Cards look to 
advance to the state tournament
Nov. 4 at the Kentucky Horse Park. 

Cord Tackett, 9th
Smoke Signals Photo



Design: Makenzie Dummitt

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!

Thanks to all parents and students who submitted throwback photos.
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