
Look out students! Study-
ing and homework won’t be 
the only thing going on in 
eighth period this year.  

For the 64 students that are 
part of  the Gifted Program, 
the eighth period on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays will be fi lled 
with critical-thinking 

activities and team-building 
games. 

The Gifted Program got 
its debut in the 2016-2017 
school year, with teachers 
working individually with 
gifted students in their class-
rooms.

“At some point, we came 
up with the idea that during 
eighth period, we could make 
a gifted seminar that basically 

acts as a pullout period, so 
that students do not miss 
any core content,” says Mrs. 
Lowther, who is in charge of  
the program. 

Students are placed into 
the program based on state 
testing scores. 

The students will spend 
each nine weeks with a
different gifted teacher –
Mrs. Lowther, Ms. Crowell, 

Mr. Burton, and Ms. Lynch. 
Ms. Crowell will be work-

ing with students on improv-
ing their EQ, or Emotional 
Intelligence based on her 
background in Psychology.

“I believe the Gifted/
Talented program is a great 
opportunity for students to 
expand their learning in
creative ways. I believe it is 
also a chance for students 

in the program to be able to 
grow in their skills/creativity 
and also be with other stu-
dents with the same giftings.”

Mr. Burton, who teach-
es Physics and Astronomy 
at GRC, will be developing 
investigative skills. 

Gifted Program sparks creativity within GRC
Olivia Montgomery

Features Editor

• See GIFTED
Page 14

• See FACILITIES
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Entering the 2017-2018 school 
year, students and parents had to 
acclimate to a new traffi c pattern 
that used to be the familiar, fl owing 
parent loop.

The puzzling new traffi c patterns 
were intentionally placed in prepara-
tion for the long anticipated con-
struction of  the athletic facilities.

Many of  minds across Clark 
County have been wondering where 
the athletic facilities are or why it’s 
taken so long to get started.

The Board of  Education has not 
been dragging its feet. “This board 
is fully behind building this gym 
and the construction of  the athletic 
facilities,” said Clark County Supt. 
Paul Christy.

Christy said the state Department 
of  Education and the building
commission have held up the
process, adding that the state wants 
to be sure that the construction is 
done appropriately, and had some
concerns about the usage of  the 
gym.The architect’s artist rendering of the 

new lobby that will be constructed for 
the gymnamsium.

Bid opening set 
for athletic facilities

Kathryn Gallenstein
Editor-in-Chief

Homecoming
See Center Spread



The way the proposal was 
initially presented, the state 
was under the impression 
that the proposed gym would 
be for school-associated use 
only.

“We went back into the 
plans to make changes so that 
we aren’t limited to just bas-
ketball games,” said Christy. 
“The gym will be used for 
greater things such as hosting 
concerts and the option to 
have an indoor graduation.”

There have also been some 
concern regarding the size of  
the gym. 

The requested plans have 
been compared to names 
such as “mega gym” and it 
needs to be communicated 
that it’s not that.

“What we have asked for 
is just what we want to do to 
best accommodate our school 
and community.” said Christy.

As of  now, Clark County 
doesn’t have access to the 
kind of  buildings that
other counties across the 
state such as Fayette and 
Franklin County do.

“This will be the largest 
seating capacity area in Clark 
County,” said Christy. “This 
isn’t just a school thing; this is 
a true community thing.”

The plans for the athletic 
facilities went to bid this fall 
with the main package includ-
ing a gymnasium, football 
stadium, and eight-lane track.

As is stands now, there is 
about $21 million to work 
with. 

Whether or not there is 
any left over money to pursue 
additional packages including 
baseball, softball, tennis, a 

fi eld house, and additional 
seating on the visitors side for 
football will depend on which 
bid is selected.

An important date to 
note is Oct. 10. On this day, 
the offi cial bid opening will 
take place in the fl ex room 
at GRC. This is open to the 
public as part of  the process.

Contractors choose which 
package they can best
accomplish and what they 
want to bid on.

The bids are sealed until 
the meeting, and one by one, 
each package will be opened, 
and a tabulation sheet will be 
kept so that the lowest
expense in each section
will be accentuated. 

This is the ideal procedure 
to enable decision makers to 
choose what will best meet 
the wants, needs, and
expectations of  the plans.

“I think the bidding

process will be very compet-
itive,” said Christy. “There 
are a lot of  people who want 
to be involved and have their 
name on this project.”

Once construction begins, 
there will be a tremendous 
push to get fi nished. 

Depending on the weather, 
the contractors will work year 
round and will go during the 
school day. It is not predicted 
to disrupt what is going on in 
the classroom.

The athletic complex 

doesn’t have to be complete, 
but the money has to be 
committed, and the state has 
to guarantee that the complex 
will be built in its entirety 
before any other projects are 
taken on, such as our growing 
success at the preschool.

“I would like to bring sets 
of  the plans to the court-
house, public library, and 
lobby of  the school,” said 
Christy. “We want to start 
working with the community 
to go through this important 
process.” 

• FACILITIES
from Page 1 The athletic facilities 

bid opening will take 

place on Oct. 10 in 

Room 303.

Advertise in Smoke Signals, GRC’s State Champion newspaper
Email grc.journalism @clark.kyschools.us for more information.



Rebecca Eaves
Managing Editor

Credit where credit is due

  Dual Credit classes continue to grow

It’s your fi rst day of  classes. 
You’re all moved in, you’ve 
bought your books, and 
you’re ready to face the next 
few years. 

However, you have an 
advantage. You are starting 
college as a sophomore. 

Thanks to the 
opportunities you had in 
high school, you were able to 
fi nish your freshman year of  
college while you were still a 
high school student.

 For the past four, years 
GRC has been working on 
giving students as many 
opportunities as possible to 
begin their college career 
while still fi nishing their high 
school career. 

To achieve this, GRC has 
incorporated Dual Credit 

classes, offered by Morehead 
State University and the EKU 
Now program.

 The EKU Now program 
and Dual Credit classes 
have many differences, but 
ultimately both routes help 
students earn college credit.

“If  you’re going into Dual 
Credit you’re building your 
college resume, ” said Eric
Osborn, testing coordinator. 
“You’re going to have college 
credit on your transcript with 
a grade.”

Taylor Hunt is a senior 
who is involved in the EKU 
Now program. 

“I like dual credit and 
EKU Now because it has 
allowed me to experience col-
lege classes and get twice the 
credits,” said Hunt, who will  
graduate with 27 dual credit 
hours. 

“If  you are trying to shave 
off  some of  the time you 
spend in college, and save 
some money by doing Dual 
Credit, it would be to your 
advantage,” said Osborn. 

By choosing Dual Credit, 
students earn three college 
credits in the time it takes 
another student to earn one 
high school credit. 

 The Dual Credit and EKU 
Now programs are 
recent additions to our 
school, but Advanced 
Placement classes have been
a means to accumulate 
college credit for many years. 

Students have been able to 
incorporate Dual Credit into 
their schedules along with AP.

To receive the college
credit for an AP class,
students must pass the AP 
exam, which costs $92. 

Currently the state offers 
dual credit scholarships, 
which allow students to take 
two Dual Credit classes each 
year. 

 This year students were 
offered two free Dual Credit 
classes by KHEAA. Students 
who participate in EKU Now 
pay $56 per credit hour but 
some students were able to 
take their EKU classes for 
free. 

The school is also working 
with the district to possibly 
help students pay for their 
textbooks. 

“We’re trying to ease the 
burden as much as possible 
for students,” said Osborn. 

This year students at GRC 
will earn 733 dual credits. 

That includes the credits 
being earned through the dual 
credit classes taken at GRC 
and the classes being taken by 
89 EKU Now students.

Anyone interested in 
participating in Dual Credit 
Classes or EKU Now should 
speak with their counselors or 
Mr. Osborn.

To qualify for EKU Now Students must meet the 
following requirments:
• Be a junior or a senior
• Have a GPA of  3.0 or higher
• Have minimum ACT scores of  18 in English,

20 in Reading, and Composite score of  20



Medal for Madsen

   History teacher honored with prestigious award
Katlyn Hall

Multimedia Staff

Some teachers are told by 
their students that they’re the 
“best” teacher ever.

But how many of  those 
teachers can prove it by 
having a real award for it? 
Amy Madsen is one of  those 
teachers.

Mrs. Madsen teaches U.S 
History and African
American History. She also 
sponsors the National Honor 
Society and Fellowship of  
Christian Athletes.

This fall, GRC’s own Mrs. 
Madsen was awarded the
Earle C. Clements Innovation 
in Education Award. This 

award is given to acknowledge 
some of  the best History and 
Civic teachers in the state.

“It was so overwhelming,” 
said Madsen, who accepted 
the award at Henry Clay High 
School a few weeks ago.

Madsen wouldn’t have had 
this great opportunity if  it 
were not for GRC Principal 
David Bolen along with three 
of  her students, RaeAnna 
Whitaker, Kenneth McIntosh, 
and Cheyanne Riddlebarger 
for nominating her.

“She’s such an amazing 
teacher who makes learning 
so enjoyable,” said Whitaker.

Mrs. Madsen, along with 
three other nominees, were 

treated like royalty the night 
they were awarded. They 
were celebrated with a nice 
dinner followed by the awards 
ceremony. 

“It was a very big event 
with many prestigious guests,” 
Madsen said.

Along with her award, 
Madsen was also given a prize 
of  $1,000. “I spent it all on 
myself, shopping of  course,” 
she said.

This great honor has truly 
changed the way Madsen 
teaches.“I’m trying to do
different types of  teaching,” 
she said “I am always trying 
to get more kids engaged in 
History because it at times 
can be boring.” 

Tori Johnson, Mrs. Madsen and RaeAnna Whitaker at the awards ceremony.
(photo submitted)

Mark your calendars for this year’s Picture Days.

Oct. 9: Underclass pictures

Oct. 12: Senior portraits

Nov. 20: Retakes for ALL Grades



After high school, Mr. 
Loscheider attended the 
University of Kentucky.

His favorite color 
used to be blue, 
but thanks to his 
Cardinal pride, 

it is now red and 
black.

Mr. Loscheider loves 
spending time with 
his family, attending 
UK sporting events, 

and eating 
Chicago-style pizza.

He has two different 
colored eyes: one blue 

and one green.

 He grew up right here in Clark 
County.

His favorite memory 
from high school was 

playing basketball in the 
State Tour.

This year, Mr. Wilson 
is looking forward to 
learning new things 
in his new job and 
becoming a part of 
the school culure.

He loves to listen to 
anything Motown.

New Kids on the Block
Among the many new staff  members GRC has welcomed this year are 
Mr. Loscheider, Assistant Freshman Principal, and Mr. Wilson, ATC princi-
pal. Smoke Signals sat down with them to find out some fun facts.

One motto Mr. Loscheider 
is passionate about is that 
“change can occur today.”

Mr. Wilson’s favorite activities 
are playing golf, working out-

side, and fixing things.

Mr. Loscheider Mr. Wilson

Making good use of your space

 Library’s Makerspace utilized by students
Haley Snell

Multimedia Staff

Have you ever heard of  
GRC Makerspace? If  you 
answered no, you probably 
think the program is new, 
but it actually started four 
years ago at the GRC library.

 Cardinal Creation Maker-
space allows students to 
create projects using 
resources that are readily 

available. 
It features things like 

gaming, coloring, school 

projects, puzzles, robotics, or 
whatever interests you. 

Students can create these 
projects using various art 
supplies, Legos, K’nex, the 
colored printer, and even a 
3D pen.

The laptops are also avail-
able for research purposes, 
while there is also access to 
video editing equipment.

The resources at Maker-
space in the Media  
Center can also be used for 
class projects, and Dylan 

McCarty took advantage of  
that while working on an AP 
Biology assignment. 

“The Makerspace resourc-
es were extremely beneficial,” 
McCarty says, “It allowed me 
to get and present my 
information in a creative 
way.”

Any student who is inter-
ested in joining GRC Maker-
space may check out Cardinal 
Creation time on Oct. 2 at 8 
a.m. in the Media Center.

“Creation Time is open to 

all students,” Cobb said. “I 
love to see students shar-
ing ideas, collaborating on 
projects, and teaching others 
using the tools and supplies 
in the Media Center.” 

Following the first meet-
ing, the groups meets every 
Tuesday and Thursday 
morning.

“I strongly encourage all 
of  our students to visit the 
space,” Cobb says, “then they 
can decide for themselves if  
it is useful to them for their 
learning environment.”

Jared Howard, 11th, uses the letter cutter 
in the Makerspace to cut letters for a class 

project.
Photo by Annie Bradshaw

Compiled and Photographed by 
Savannah Centers



Buying school supplies – a 
yearly hassle that costs families 
a lot of  money. 

Binders, pencils, and
markers must be checked off  
supply lists, and for elementa-
ry schoolers, bags of  tissues, 
GermX, and paper towels must 
be hauled into the classroom 
every year.

These expenses are bur-
densome on families in Clark 
County, especially those with 
multiple school-age children.

When the Clark County 
Board of  Education agreed to 
provide school supplies for all 
students in the district, this was 
great news for families. 

At least, that should have 
been the response.

Supt. Paul Christy hatched 
the idea to provide school
supplies cost-free once he
realized that families were 
spending more than $100 per 
student in some cases.

“My goal was to stop

parents from having to buy 
things that I think the school 
should provide, like tissues and 
GermX,” said Christy.

The plan ran fairly smoothly 
in the elementary and middle 
schools, because each student 
has fewer teachers and supplies 
overall. 

The misunderstanding
occurred at the high school 
level.

“It worked great at the 
elementary and middle school 
levels, because the supplies 
there are pretty much the same 
for every student,” said Christy. 
“What we failed to take into 
consideration was diversity of  
needs in the classrooms at the 
high school.”

Every teacher turned in a list 
of  needs for their classes, but 
every class needed very specifi c 
items. 

In addition, the teachers 
included supply lists on their 
syllabi, so parents thought they 

needed to buy those items.
The miscommunication 

caused frustration across the 
county, because parents were 
buying school supplies for their 
children anyway. 

Once they realized that the 
supplies would be provided, 
they felt slighted.

“I think we are on top of  it 
now,” said Christy. “We will be 
better at it next year.”

Parents across Clark Coun-
ty expressed their misguided 
and unfounded frustration on 
social media by spreading lies 
and insults.

The district has owned
up to the communication 
breakdown, and has handled 
the onslaught of  hate the best 
they could. 

We need to show Central 
Offi ce some slack.

The school spent thousands 
of  dollars on spiral notebooks, 
binders, pencils, and any
general school supply that they 

thought students would need, 
and everyone needs to
appreciate that. 

As Mr. Christy said, “In 
public education, the school 
should supply basic needs like 
that.” He makes a good point.

Clark County Public Schools 
did not have to make this 
decision, but it did, just to save 
parents from the time consum-
ing and wallet-emptying task.

The fact that specifi c class 

needs within the high school 
were unintentionally over-
looked is forgivable, especially 
when every single student 
already gets lunch for free this 
year.

Any attempt to provide 
school supplies was noble on 
the part of  the district, so start 
being appreciative.

It’s time that this county 
stops complaining and starts 
showing some gratitude.

Sta�  Editorial

Free school supplies should evoke 
appreciation, not protest

thought students would need, needs within the high school 

Illustration by Emma Mitmesser



 HEAD-TO-HEAD

Katlyn Hall
Multimedia Staff

Thomas Cantrell
Opinions Editor

“Hey man, you 
got any lead?” 
“Yo, can I borrow 
your eraser? Mine’s 

gone.” Don’t you just 
love hearing this? It’s 
music to your ears 

when someone sings that sweet medley of  
questions…NOT! Only one solution exists to 
this mechanical problem-use regular wooden 
pencils! Lead pencils are simple and don’t 
require a lot of  commodities unlike mechan-
ical pencils. With mechanicals, you tend to 
run out of  lead quick, meaning you’d have 
to go buy some more. With your paycheck 
only giving you about $100 a month, you 
don’t have money to waste. The eraser life 
on mechanical pencils are not so hot either. 
They get really short and then when you have 
to change the lead, it’s hard to get that eraser 
out. Let’s take a moment and remember the 
many paper clips we’ve destroyed to get the 

eraser out of  the pencil. #rip. You also have 
to worry about the size lead you get. Some 
mechanical pencils require .9 sized lead and 
some use .7 or .5. There is no worse feeling 
than when you ask your best bud for some 
lead, and it’s not the right size, and then you 
just have to ask for a whole new pencil.

Do you remember that one episode 
of  Spongebob Squarepants where he and 
his pal Patrick fi nd the “magic pencil”? In 
that episode, they draw up a friend named 
Doodlebob. They drew up their imaginary 
friend with a regular lead pencil. Not saying 
that wooden pencils can make your imagina-
tion come to life (or can they?), but c’mon, 
if  Spongebob uses wooden pencils, then so 
should everyone else. Do yourself  a favor 
and use lead pencils. Mechanical pencils are 
a trend that must end. There is no point in 
going through the #struggle of  the daily life 
of  a mechanical pencil user.

Writing is one of  the greatest skills 
that humans posses. Writing is essential to 
how we spread ideas, record information, 
and tell stories. That’s why I use the most 
superior utensil for writing, the mechanical 
pencil. Mechanical pencils are a tragically 
overlooked miracle to humanity. I don’t be-
lieve there has ever been a greater innova-
tion than the innovation of  the mechanical 
pencil. Pencils of  the past ages are wooden 
and limited in durability, and unlike prim-
itive wooden pencils, mechanical pencils 
are made of  plastic. This makes them more 
fl exible and much less likely to break under 
pressure. Wooden pencils also come with 
limited usage. Once you run out of  graphite 
then the pencil is useless. You can’t even 
write with it anymore.

Their mechanical successors took advan-
tage of  the technological breakthrough that 
is interchangeable parts. If  any part of  the 
mechanical pencil is no longer useable, you 

can replace it with 
another identical 
piece. Another 
problem with 
wooden pencils 
is that they are 
unreliable. If  
the tip of  the pencil breaks, then the whole 
pencil is rendered useless until it can be 
brought to a pencil sharpener. Pencil
sharpeners are not very commonplace and 
so there is no telling how long it could take 
to make a wooden pencil useable again.
Mechanical pencils, on the other hand, 
can be used immediately after they break. 
They do not require a secondary item to be 
enabled. Wooden pencils had their moment, 
but now need to move over for the next 
generation of  pencils.

Walk into the auditorium 
to see students acting out a 
scene from a play. 

Walk into the choir room 
to hear the harmonies of  the 
voices singing in unison. 

Walk past a classroom to 
see students learning piano 
and guitar.

Walk into the band room 
to hear the beating of  the 
drum line, or into the
orchestra room and hear the 
beautiful music coming from 
the strings. 

Walk into the art rooms 
to see students meticulously 
sketching their assignment 

for the week. GRC makes all 
of  this possible through our 
sensational fi ne arts program. 

The long list of  fi ne arts 
classes that are available to 
students is outstanding. 

All of  these classes give 
students the opportunity to 
explore any of  their interests 
throughout their school day.

Often when people think 
about fi ne arts classes they 
make the assumption that 
fi nes arts is only or mostly 
music, but there’s more to arts 
than just music. 

For instance, classes for 
drama, ceramics, visual arts, 

and art history are some of  
the other classes that are
offered to students. 

In addition, this year GRC 
is offering a new AP music 
theory class with Mr. Olson.

 This music theory class 
helps contribute to the arts 
because it teaches rhythm, key 
signatures, and many more 
things to help any student 
with the interest of  studying 
music.

According to Cohort coor-
dinator Mrs. Lowther, GRC is 
capable of  having advanced 
facilities and fi ne arts classes 
because the principal and 
some board members are 

supportive of  the arts and the 
teachers here are very talented 
and some have more than just 
one skill that they are capable 
of  teaching.

Even if  there is no room in 
a student’s schedule to partic-
ipate in fi ne arts class during 
the school day, one opportu-
nity to contribute to the arts 
includes the school play in the 
spring.

The play allows students 
the chance to take part in 
something they love and work 
with people who also want to 
be a part of  a team to accom-
plish a successful production.

GRC is defi nitely in good 

shape when it comes to fi ne 
arts and the facilities that are 
available to students. 

The school really deserves 
recognition for giving
students the opportunity to 
express themselves through 
something they love to do.

Willow Crum
Multimedia Staff

Fine arts fanatics ... GRC scores big with the arts

Wooden vs. Mechanical Pencils



8 a.m. The usual morning 
club meeting? Maybe. Who 
really knows? 

There seems to be a lack in 
actually knowing when events 
and club meetings happen.

It’s diffi cult to encour-
age students to want to get 
involved with what’s going on 
when there are no announce-
ments to let students know 
what is going on.

 Student involvement is 
important to help them fi nd 
their interests and where they 

want to belong.

The best time to have 
school-wide announcements 
would be twice a week during 
8th period. This period is in-
tended to be a “connections” 
period where many students 
have time to take a few min-
utes and listen to what’s going 
on around the school. 

As a member of  the Young 
Republicans, I would fi nd it 
really helpful to know when 
those meetings begin and 
where they’ll be happening. 

It would personally help 
me be more excited for wak-
ing up and heading to school.

When did you fi nd out 
that Homecoming is hap-
pening a little earlier than it 
did last year? I would have 
never known the date without 
looking it up on the school 
website. 

Things have to get done 
for Homecoming. Dresses 
need to be bought. Dates 
need to be planned.

This is senior’s last chance 

to go to high school events 
and start joining clubs. They 
are applying to school and 
now and as many of  you 
know, colleges look for 
students who are involved in 
the clubs that happen at our 
school.

It would be so helpful to 
have regular announcements 
so students will know exactly 
what is going on when.

With the fi rst full month 
of  school coming to an 
end, it is time to get this 

show on the road and do the 
best job possible of  keeping 
students informed.

We have time during 8th 
period; let’s use it.

Harley LeMaster
Multimedia Staff

Hannah Doss
Multimedia Staff

Trends die; people shouldn’t
On March 31st of  2017, 

Thirteen Reasons Why was 
released. This brought up the 
serious and taboo topic of  
suicide (regardless of  if  you 
liked the show or not). 

 After reading this you 
probably thought to yourself  
“this is old news.” That’s the 
problem.

Suicide was a “trending” 
topic after Thirteen Reasons 
Why was released. In that 
time people were buzzing on 
the topic. 

“Everyone needs to know 
their words hurt.” “I never 
want to be the reason why 
someone hates themselves so 

much.”
 The conversations 

brought up about the topic 
were amazing. People knew 
they had others’ lives in their 
hands.

However, it took less than 
six months for everything 
to return to the way it was. 
The halls are back to being 
fi lled with the jokes making a 
mockery of  suicide.

 The trend of  sympathy 
for others has passed.

This is a monumental 
problem because people are 
still depressed.

 Suicide needs to be dis-
cussed and taken seriously. 

We need to stop pushing it 
aside and joking about it. 

This issue doesn’t discrim-
inate, and doesn’t have an age 
limit. 

Everyone around you 
could be a victim of  suicide 
in one way or another.

People you walk by every-
day have lost those they love 
to suicide. 

People you sit by in class 
have planned their deaths. 
People of  every age, ethnic-
ity, sexual orientation, and 
religious belief  have strug-
gled with the overwhelming 
demon in their hands telling 
them suicide is the answer. 

This problem is all around 
us and yet we still ignore it. 
We all have another’s life 
in our hands. Our words 
and actions can be a matter 
of  life and death to others 
around us. 

We shouldn’t bury the 
topic of  suicide.

We need to stop neglecting 
the truth. How many real 
people need to be lost before 
we take this seriously?

 Everyone, young and old, 
needs to know and believe 
that suicide will never be the 
answer.

 We can’t achieve this if  we  
stay in the mindset we are in. 

It’s something no one wants 
to talk about but something 
everyone NEEDS to talk 
about. We need to change for 
the better.

Alright school, let’s start communicating

   Lack of announcements inhibits communication
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 -the new pick-up line
-Wi-Fi 
-bathroom escorts
-clocks still not synced 

-more students doing EKU Now
-new teachers
-sports teams are doing well
-2nd chance breakfast



Does something grind your gears? What makes you pull your hair out? We asked students these same questions to fi nd out 
their pet peeves. They were given only one stipulation: their ranting had to be exactly 100 words- no more, no less.

Humans have been recorded to be able to travel around 
28mph on foot. With this information in mind, I must 
ask why some people move so slowly through the hall-
ways here in school. Is it a conscious effort? Are you 
trying to slow the rest of  us down? I have neither 
the time nor the patience for lollygaggers in my way. 
This isn’t the parable of  the tortoise and the hair. If  
you insist on following the slow and steady ideology, 
then please make way for those of  us who actually 
care about being on time for where we’re headed.

Who remembers the saying of  Reduce, Reuse, and Re-
cycle? Obviously no one since the recycling signs were 
removed from the cafeteria trash bins. Schools used 
to teach the importance of  trying to save the envi-
ronment, but now learning how to solve the Pythag-
orean theorem is more important than the future of  
the planet we live on. It blows my mind how people 
can just throw trash anywhere and not think of  the 
effects it has on our planet. Schools don’t even bring 
up the subject anymore. We’re killing our planet and 
no one seems to care. Recycling isn’t that hard.

At times they’re helpful. At times they’re convenient. But a 
majority of  the time I use them, they’re beyond frustrating. 
I’m referring to the subtle menace that is self-checkouts. 
When lines at Walmart or Kroger are horribly long, you 
would think that going to the self-checkout would be 
your best option. Yet, this is not the case. Typically, they 
are way slower than an actual human being, especially 
when you’re in a hurry. Plus, they’re really glitchy! Yes, I 
DID put my item in the bagging area! I JUST scanned 
that item. LET ME PUT THE ITEM IN THE BAG!

I’m done. I am done. I have put in countless dollars, 
hours, and tears to no avail. Do you know how much 

effort I put into my hair?! I straighten my hair in the 
morning and it’s wavy by noon. I do not have the 
will to curl anymore. The minute I step outside, my 
curls and my spirits fall. I waste precious dollars 
on hot tools, curling mousse, and hairspray just to 

eventually put it in a ponytail. I contemplate shaving 
my head some days but I cannot break this love-hate 
relationship I have with my dishwasher blond locks.

Thanks to the issue of  skipping at GRC I am now 
required to have a bathroom buddy. I understand that 

skipping was becoming a huge problem but really? 
I’m about to be a full fl edged adult and I have to 
have a battle buddy to go to the bathroom. Added 
to that, the escorts are other students. How does 
that add up? There is defi nitely a better solution to 

skipping than this. Everyone in GRC doesn’t need a 
battle buddy to get them to the bathroom and back. 
Get it together, GRC.

Two college classes plus fi ve textbooks equals my life 
savings. It cost me $250 to pay for textbooks I will 

NEVER use for EKU Now. College professors insist 
these books are required before you go into class the 
fi rst day, but then change their minds as soon as you 
walk into their room. It’s like they want me to sell 
my left arm on the black market so I can scrounge 

up the money to pay for these useless chunks of  pa-
per. Now, I need a job. Please hire me. Will work for 
textbook fees and access codes. Anything helps.

Rebecca Eaves,12th

Benefi t nights. A great way to benefi t one’s business or 
cause but it brings me no benefi t. Twice the workload 
in the hot, greasy, and tiny kitchen that I call my home 
for the six hours I’m working. Running around the 
kitchen like a chicken with its head cut off. It’s more 
running than I do for a soccer game. The screens lit 
up with a million different orders and I sit there star-
ing at it forgetting where I am. Needless to say benefi t 
nights are just a ploy to see how far I’ll go before I 
snap and leave.

 Today, it seems as this is how people tend to voice 
their opinions about our school system. A group of  

people – “The Facebook Moms” -- have come to use 
Facebook as a place to display their opinion, but is 
this effective? It’s a way to rally a group of  people 
behind an issue but through Facebook, how many 
solutions are found? The threads are fi lled with 

mostly inaccurate, uneducated opinions that are no 
more than rants. To me, Facebook is a redundant and 
powerless way to voice your opinion on the school 
when board meetings were made for this reason.

Lauren Palmer,12th

Jordan Vallejo,12th

Hannah Doss,12th

� omas Cantrell,12th

Taylor Rader,11th

Spencer McCord,12th

Hagan Wells,12th
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The leaves are changing colors. The weather is getting colder. Fall is just around the corner and with it are new and returning 
shows. About this time of  year, it seems as if  there are television shows premiering every other day. It may be easy to let yourself  

get overwhelmed with it all, so here’s a guide to help you keep your footing.

   Change of season brings entertainment

September

28
• Grey’s Anatomy (ABC)
• How to Get Away With Murder 

(ABC)

29
• Marvel’s Inhumans (ABC)
• The Magic School Bus Rides 

Again (Netfl ix)
• Long Shot (Netfl ix)

30 • Saturday Night Live (MSNBC)

October

1
• Ghosted (FOX)
• Curb Your Enthusiasm 

(HBO)

2 • The Gifted (FOX)

3 • The Mayor (ABC)

9 • Supergirl (CW)

10
• The Flash (CW)
• DC’s Legends of  Tomorrow 

(CW)

11 • Riverdale (CW)

12

22

27• Arrow (CW)
• Supernatural (CW)

• The Walking Dead (AMC)

• Stranger Things (Netfl ix)

TV shows are falling back into place

October

Hangin’ with Hagan
   Sheeran concert wasn’t Divisive, more like spectacular

Since 2011, an extremely tal-
ented redhead has had a major 
presence in the music industry 
and hasn’t stopped since. Ed 
Sheeran is loved all around the 
world, and on Sept. 7, he made 
his way to Louisville.

The KFC Yum! Center was 
one of  the many stops Sheeran 
has made on his latest tour for 
his third album, Divide. With a 
catalog full of  great songs and 
a good opening act in James 
Blunt, the night was guaranteed 
to be fantastic.

Blunt started the night on an 
entertaining note. It was pretty 
funny how he kept acknowledg-
ing that most of  the crowd only 
knew his early hit You’re Beautiful, 
as well as his tongue-in-cheek 
remarks about who the audience 
was really waiting for. 

Despite this, his performance 

was good and provided a nice 
warm-up for the show to come.

Soon, the main event stepped 
on to the awesomely-construct-
ed stage. 

Opening with Castle on the 
Hill, Sheeran had the crowd au-
tomatically captivated. The com-
bination of  cool visuals with his 
masterfully written lyrics were a 
great spectacle, not just for the 
fi rst song, but all-night long.

Just like the best concerts, 
Sheeran sounded just as good, 
if  not better, than he does on 
his albums or the radio. 

What brought him a step 
above the rest was the fact that 
he did it all by himself. Not a 
single band member was on 
stage with him, just him, a gui-
tar, and a loop pedal. Plus, the 
only times Ed ever stopped was 
to take a drink of  water or to 

talk to the audience.

One beautiful moment was 
when he performed the melan-
choly Photograph. The intimate 
feel of  the song and the acous-
tics of  the guitar made the song 
a great and tender moment. 

Perfect was just as sentimental 
and sweet live as it is on the 
latest album. 

Another emotional perfor-
mance was when Sheeran sang 
Happier, a song of  longing and 
loneliness from his new album. 
You could tell how deep in their 
feelings the crowd was just from 
the atmosphere, with Ed once 
again showing his amazing vocal 
range and talent with a guitar.

Yet, the concert wasn’t fi lled 
with sadness; it was a party too. 

Galway Girl had fans dancing 
the whole time to the upbeat 
tune. 

The low-key Bloodstream had 
the whole arena waving their 
arms up and down. Also, the 
blend of  Don’t and New Man 
provided a fun performance of  
bitter heartbreak. 

Sing was a fast-paced spec-
tacle that made everyone sing 
along. 

The encore with Shape of  You 
and You Need Me, I Don’t Need 
You was the perfect ending to 
the night, with both songs ex-
citing the audience and Sheeran 
giving the performances his all.

Overall, the Ed Sheeran con-
cert narrowly edges out Maroon 
5 as my favorite concert yet. His 
stage presence, his fantastic set 
list, and overall excellence as an 
artist and performer made the 
night fantastic. 

There wasn’t anything to 
pick at or be slightly disap-

pointed with, it was that good. 
Ed Sheeran’s music paints him 
like any other person, and that’s 
exactly the genuine vibe that he 
gave off. 

Sheeran shows no sign of  
stopping any time soon, so 
when he releases new music 
followed up with a new tour, 
don’t miss out on one of  the 
best experiences ever.



New music coming 
your way

9/29
• Demi Lovato - Tell Me You Love 

Me
• Miley Cyrus - Younger Now
• Echosmith - Inside A Dream
• Hoodie Allen - The Hype

10/13
• P!nk - Beautiful Trauma
• Gucci Mane - Mr. Davis

10/27
• Kelly Clarkson - Meaning of  Life
• Weezer - Pacifi c Daydream

11/10
• Taylor Swift - Reputation

The rain pounds onto 
the concrete outside as 
the little boy chases his 
toy boat along the wa-
ter streaming down the 
gutter. His yellow raincoat 
helps to keep him dry in 
the storm. 

The paper boat races 
ahead as the water picks 
up around the corner, and 
then disappears into a 
drain. He crouches down 
to peer into the opening, 
and is surprised to see 
eyes staring back at him.

In 1990, It struck 
fear in the hearts of  a 
generation when Penny-
wise the Dancing Clown 

terrorized children on the 
television screen. 

A whole generation 
of  people grew up with a 
fear of  killer clowns. 

Now, 27 years later, he 
returns on the big screen 
with a new look and an 
even more terrifying bag 
of  tricks.

The newly made-over 
fi lm features a new cast 
of  young talents such
as the youthful perfor-
mances of  rising actor 
Jaeden Lieberher and 
Stranger Things star Finn 
Wolfhard. 

It is often diffi cult to 
fi nd great young actors 
to play roles in major 
motion pictures, but the 

fresh-faced stars prove 
their worth with emo-
tionally driven portrayals 
of  their characters. They 
were so heartfelt and 
humorous that I found 
myself  chuckling more 
times than not.

On the other hand, Bill 
Skarsgard delivers a truly 
horrifying performance as 
the movie’s iconic antag-
onist. 

Every time he
appeared on the screen,
I couldn’t help but feel 
the hair on my arms rise. 
He brought such intensity 
to the role that my heart 
raced and I was shaking 
in my seat.

The overall plot of  
the movie was riveting to 

watch. It’s not just anoth-
er scary movie; it focuses 
on the characters and 
their struggle to protect 
their town from harm. 

The perfect balance of  
horror and comedy keeps 
viewers from having a 
heart attack, and the end-
ing leaves them satisfi ed. 
I found myself  peeking 
around corners expecting 
to see red balloons, or 
even Pennywise himself, 
the next day.

When it comes to the 
lasting impact, it doesn’t 
disappoint. It has all the 
qualifi cations to be the 
best horror movie of  
2017, so be sure to check 
it out.

Maddie Mann
Arts & Entertaiment 

editor

‘It’ brings terror to all who watch
What are you afraid of?

September in Entertainment History

On 9/7/1979, 

ESPN aire
d for the 

fi rst
 tim

e.

On 9/8/1960, Alfred 
Hitchcock’s Psycho was 
released. On the same day 

in 1966, Star Trek premiered 
on NBC.

On 9/10/1993, 

The X-Files 

premiered on Fox.

On 9/13/2009, Taylor Swift 

won Best Female Video 

at the MTV VMA’s and 

was interrupted by 

Kanye West.

On 9/13/1969, Scooby 
Doo, Where Are You! 

was fi rst aired.

On 9/21/1937, J.R.R. 

Tolkien’s The Hobbit was 

published.

On 9/22/2004, Lost 
was aired on ABC.

On 9/28/2001, Zoolander 

was released into theaters.



Senior Court, front from le� , Jamie Peters, Kathryn Gallenstein,
Chevi Price, Haley Hannan, Zy’Anne Strode, Sole Carter; back,

Blake Pedigo, Kobe Co� ey, Martravious Hooten, JJ Johnson,
Jordan Vallejo   (Not pictured: Bryce � omas)

Erika Hat� eld, Sara Walters, Abbi Ratli� 

Underclass Court, from le� , Mr. and Miss
Freshman Erica Berry & Jadyn Mullins, 

Mr. and Miss Sophomore Honesty Buster &
Cameron Spicer, Mr. and Miss Junior Brea

Simpson & Chase Gabbard

Brianna Whisman

Ms. Lutz, Mr. Smith

Mr. Sizemore & Ms. Lynch      

Brady Turner, Evan Rhodus
on ‘Merica Monday

Eliana Foust, Kylie Harper, Gracyn Rogers, Maekayla
Gibson, Natalie Keeton, Jayla � urman on Disney Day

Maxwell Clark, Madison Williams, Rachel 
Puckett, Emma Taylor, Abbi Baber on 

� rowback � ursday

Justin Garza

Homecoming
2017

Lauren Mathieu

2017

Disney Day

Twin 
Day

on Twin Day

� rowback 
� ursday

‘Merica Monday
Erika Hat� eld, Sara Walters, Abbi Ratli� 

Photos by Smoke Signals and Yearbook staffs
Design: Makenzie Dummitt



Growing a good idea
   Greenhouse grows lettuce for school lunches

Each rotation of  students 
will be creating an original, 
complex table-top game 
for Mr. Burton to test the 
divergent thinking they have 
developed during their time 
with him.  

“Lately, we’ve been  
looking at crime scenes 
and trying to solve them. 
Mr. Burton is an awesome 
teacher and the things we do 
in gifted really intrigue me,” 
says gifted student Hannah 
Abner.

Mrs. Lynch, who teaches 
English and AP Literature, 
will be doing theatre and 
creative writing with her 
students, as well as problem 
solving. 

“The gifted and talented 

program allows GRC to meet 
the needs of  students who 
are too often  neglected do 
ironically to their excellence,” 
said Lynch. “Our 
Instinct as teachers 
is to extend help to 
struggling students; 
we forget gifted and 
talent youths also 
require support.”

Mrs. Lowther will 
work with kids in 
the Gifted Program 
on what it means 
to be gifted and the 
learning styles that 
suit their needs the 
best. She is also in 
charge of  getting 
kids involved in 
Mensa, a high IQ 
society that students 
can test into. 

The biggest event 
for gifted students is 

The Odyssey of  the Mind  
Competition, which is held 
on state, national, and world 
levels. Students form groups 

of  four to six people and 
have to work together using 
a budget and minimal adult 
assistance. 

They can choose from 
multiple categories to  
compete in, such as creating 
a mythological universe with 
its own unique characters 
or building a balsawood 
structure of  an animal that 
functions as a real organism. 

“The Odyssey of  the 
Mind competition is a great 
opportunity for us to  
challenge our minds and 
show how much we can 
accomplish when we set 
our minds to it,” says gifted 
junior Savannah Green. 

Lowther says that she 
hopes to involve more  
students in the program in 
the future.  

“Right now, we’re limited 

by the fact that we only have 
four teachers, and we don’t 
want each class to be full of  
30 kids, because they won’t 
get the benefit of  personal-
ized intstruction,” Lowther 
says. “We hope that with the 
blessing of  Mr. Bolen and 
the district that we can 
expand the program next 
year.”

Lowther also expressed 
her excitement for the  
program. “Because we’re not 
bound to a curriculum, we 
can do whatever we want that 
we feel meets the needs of  
the students,” she said. 
“It’s fun to kind of  use this 
as a sandbox to play in with 
our own creativity as teachers 
as we start to see our 
students unfold and blossom 
as creative and divergent 
thinkers.”

• GIFTED
from Page 1

More than 3,000 heads of  
lettuce, three dozen green-
house students, and a little 
hard work: these are the 
makings of  the Agriculture 
program’s newest undertak-
ing. 

Mrs. Pigg and her  
greenhouse students are 
working on a project to  
provide vegetables for the 
school lunches.

The greenhouse has a 
newly installed hydroponics 

system that will allow the  
students to grow lettuce  
without the use of  soil. 

“The hydroponics  
system is a new technology 
that students can use to get 
experience,” said Mrs. Pigg, 
“It requires less space than 
soil and is cheaper without 
the cost of  soil and flower 
pots to grow the plants in.”

The greenhouse students 
will be responsible for  
growing these plants and 
making sure they are ready 
to be served in the cafeteria.

“The students would be 
in charge of  all the seeding,” 
said Pigg. “Once the 
seedlings come up, they will 
be responsible for  
transplanting them into the 
system and adjusting the 
fertilizer and pH levels as 
needed.”

Mrs. Pigg came up with 
the idea of  freshly grown 
vegetables while talking to 
former cafeteria manager 
Tina Banks.

“I discovered that the 
cafeteria uses a lot of  
lettuce and  tomatoes in the 

school lunches,” said Mrs. 
Pigg, “and thought that we 
could use the greenhouse 
to help.”

The system will  
produce about 564 heads 
of  lettuce every four to 
six weeks, but they are not 
stopping there.

“Right now we are just 
going to plant lettuce,” said 
Pigg, “but if  all goes well 
we can grow herbs,  
tomatoes and cucumbers to 
serve at lunch.”

Emily Rice
Editor-in-Chief

Junior Allisan Whitaker works with the 
fertilizer tanks of the hydroponics system in 

the Ag Department.

Photo by Katlyn Hall

Leah Jacoby 11th, and Jehnna Bruner 10th, 
participate in a scavenger hunt in their Gifted 

class.

Photo by Olivia Montgomery



� is cookie dough dip takes a yummy 
spin on cookie dough so everyone will 
love it. It’s super easy to make and set out 

for your friends!

Snacktime with 
SnellPrep time: 15 min 

Makes: 16 servings

Directions:
1. In a small bowl, beat cream 

cheese and butter until light 
and fluffy.

2. Add sugars and vanilla; beat 
until smooth.

3. Stir in chocolate chips.
4. Serve with graham cracker 

sticks.

Food: a tiny, four-letter 
word with power over all of  
society. 

With different people all 
over the world with different 
lives and different needs, food 
is a necessity that links the 
globe together. 

Despite the importance 
food has over society and the 
necessity of  nourishment for 
survival, not all people have 
the food they need. 

This is an issue that not 
only plagues people in third 
world countries, but also peo-
ple right here in Clark County. 

Mr. Foudray, freshman 
English teacher, decided that 
sitting back and letting the 

students of  GRC struggle 
with fi nding food was not an 
option.

“My interest in starting a 
food bank comes from three 
places-- personal experience, 
church, and college,”
Foudray says. “While I was 
never homeless and I was 
lucky enough to never go 
without food, I grew up in a 
working class household that 
often struggled with money.”

In church, Mr. Foudray 
learned about treating others 
with kindness and helping 
those who need help.  

In college this message
really set in as he learned 
about the poverty levels in 
the U.S. According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, approximate-
ly 15.4 percent of  people in 

Clark County live below the 
poverty line.

“As a student, it’s hard to 
concentrate on school work 
if  you are hungry, or if  you 
are worried about not having 
anything to eat when you get 

home,” Foudray says. “We 
want to let the students know 
the GRC Food Bank is here 
to help students and their 
families get access to the food 
they need.”

The food bank is designed 
with the goal of  helping any 
student who needs food and 
cannot get it. 

Anytime a student is in 
need of  food, whether it is 
just temporary or a regular 
need, students can reach out 
and get the food they need, 
with full confi dentiality.

“The food bank at Camp-
bell Junior High was nice 
enough to provide a donation 
to us here at GRC,” Foudray 
says. “We hope to fi ll our 
shelves with donations from 
the student body and the 
community by the end of  
2017.”

According to Mr. Foudray, 
there will be at least two 

school-wide food drives for 
non-perishable donations. 

Students and staff  may 
donate at anytime to Mr. 
Foudray, Mrs. Sosby or Mr. 
Lennon.

“We welcome all the help 
we can get,” Foudray says. “If  
anyone is interested in help-
ing with this, then they can 
get in touch with me. Long 
term, I would love for this 
to become a regular service 
club here at GRC. Before I 
can get an offi cial club up and 
running, I need to determine 
the demand and workload 
required for the food bank.”

Help: a tiny, four-letter 
word with the power to 
change society. 

Whether you need help 
or your looking to help, the 
GRC food bank is a project 
that will impact lives all over 
the community.

Opening Cans and Opportunities
  GRC opens food bank for students in need

Cook time: 0 min

Mr. Foudray poses with some food 
bank items.

Photo by Makenzie Dummitt

Savannah Green
Multimedia Staff

anything to eat when you get 

Ingredients:
- 1 package (8 oz) cream cheese, softened
- 1/2 cup butter, softened
- 3/4 cup confectioners’ sugar
- 2 tablespoons brown sugar
- 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
- 1 cup (6 oz) miniature semisweet
  chocolate chips
- Graham crackers sticks

By Haley Snell



The Service Trip of a Lifetime
   Lessons learned on Y-Corps experience

To apply for Y-Corps, you 
must:
Fill out an application by  
December
Attend a training session in 
February

32 smelly, amazing teenag-
ers, one school bus, a lot of  
peanut butter, 10 states, and 
eight days; This is Y-Corps in 
17 words, but lord, oh lord, is 
it so much more. 

My Y-Corps trip was 
Service To The North. 
STTN began July 22, 2017, in 
Frankfort and ended on 
July 30 in Louisville. 

From Frankfort, we 
stopped in Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia, New York, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Washington D.C., 
and West Virginia, each stop 
doing a different service 
project and learning about 
the state’s specific culture. 

We rode in a school bus, 
slept on YMCA floors, and 
used public showers each 
night. 

By staying in these less 
than desirable accommoda-
tions, I learned that you can 
survive without luxury; this 
environment caused my team 
to grow so much closer. 

By sleeping shoulder to 
shoulder every night and 
being by each other’s side for 

24 hours a day for eight days 
straight, we became a close-
knit family.

A few of  the service 
projects we did were orga-
nize clothes for a thrift store, 
clean gym equipment, work 
in a community garden, and 
clean hiking trails. 

The most enlightening 
project was the community 
garden in New York City. 

In the middle of  Brooklyn, 
a community of  minorities 
came together and started 
The People’s Garden. The 
People’s Garden serves as a 
consistent food source for 
the community and as 
a meeting place for the 
community. 

While we were there, I got 
the chance to meet a group 
of  children who had moved 
to New York City from 
South Africa. 

It was amazing how much 
I could connect with these 
children. They may not have 
spoken the best English, but 
my heart connected to them 
through their contagious 
smiles and laughter. 

The wall between natural- 
born American citizens and 

immigrated citizens 
fell and the love came 
pouring in. 

When touring with 
Y-Corps, they make 
sure you are exposed 
to things that you 
wouldn’t normally 
see on a trip that you 
might be on with 
your family. 

We toured Her-
shey, Penn., and 
beyond the chocolate, 
we learned about the 
entrepreneurship of  Milton 
Hershey and the village he 
built. 

Hershey knew the impor-
tance of  giving his employees 
what they needed in the work 
place and their home life, 
unlike a lot of  the big 
cooperations today. 

We toured Quincy, Mass., 
the birth place of  John 
Quincy Adams, where we 
toured his crypt and his 
home. 

Adams was a key piece in 
our nation’s existence and to 
see where he lived and now 
rests is an experience most 
people don’t get. We toured 
Salem, Mass., and learned 

about the Salem Witch Trials 
and how the wrong people 
were persecuted and how it 
affected their lives. 

We also visited New York 
City, Washington D.C., Bos-
ton, Baltimore, and even got 
spent some time at the Rock-
N-Roll museum in Cleveland.

Even though I knew 
some of  the people on my 
trip beforehand from other 
conferences, there’s nothing 
like spending eight days with 
them. 

When spending so much 
time with a person, you can 
really see what makes them 
who they are. This allowed us 
to grow so much closer. 

With this chance to grow 
so close, our team became 
extremely compatible. We 
were able to work as a team 
and get so much accom-
plished when working on 
projects.

STTN was the experience 
of  a lifetime.

It taught me the impor-
tance of  serving others, 
taking care of  yourself, and 
digging beyond the surface. 

Thank you KYYMCA and 
Y-Corps for forever changing 
my life.

Lauren Palmer
Social Media Editor

Lauren Palmer posing with some of the people she met through Y-Corps.
(photos submitted)

You must also raise money and 
complete 50 hours of community 
service. This money will go

toward a scholarship fund at the 
KYYMCA that allows students to 

attend their programs.

The trips available:
Service to the 
Commonwealth
Service to the South
Service to the Midwest
Service to the North



Located in Bowling Green, 
just a short hour from Nashville, 
Western Kentucky University of-
fers the ability to “get away from 
home” while not being too far. 

WKU offers an amazing 
college experience because of  
its personalized connections 
between students and staff, the 
diversity of  the students, school 
spirit and study abroad pro-
grams.

 My sister, GRC graduate and 
WKU student, Callie Miller says 
she agrees. “We have lots of  
school spirit and lots of  diversity 
but we can all come together for 
unifi ed causes.” She said.

 Callie is an honors student 
and in the Chi Omega sorority 
at Western. She says “Being in a 
sorority helped me make lots of  
friends, many connections and 
helped with time management.” 

Ever since Callie fi rst rushed 
and became part of  a sorority, 
I have had my heart set on fol-
lowing in her footsteps. When-
ever she comes home, she’ll 
mention some of  the things she 
did through Chi Omega and it 
sounds so fun that I can’t wait 
until I can rush. 

Greek Life at WKU is a 
wonderful opportunity anyone 
can take advantage of. Sororities 
and fraternities have such unique 
aspects to add to the college 
experience and I encourage 
everyone to try them out.

Through my sister, I have 
seen that Honors is another ben-

efi cial part of  the WKU experi-
ence. Callie is able to sign up for 
classes early, study abroad, live 
in honors housing, and much 
more.

During her sophomore year, 
Callie took the opportunity to 
study abroad at Harlaxton, an 

American school with British 
professors, through the honors 
college. 

While there, she was able to 
visit over 12 other countries and 
saw many beautiful landmarks 
and historical sights. “We were 
able travel on a three-day week-
end to experience other cultures 
and lifestyles,” she said.

 Even if  you are not in the 
WKU Honors College, you are 
still offered the opportunity to 
study abroad and have a won-
derful experience. 

There are so many different 
places to study abroad that the 
possibilities are endless; if  you 
can think of  a country to study 
in, chances are you can. 

WKU has one of  the best 
college campuses I have ever 
seen, surrounded by an amazing 
college town. 

I love to visit Western 
because of  the atmosphere, 
everyone on campus is so nice 
and half  the time you’ll walk 
into a block party with a bunch 
of  free stuff. WKU is such a di-
verse university and has so much 
school spirit that there is a place 
for everyone. 

Beyond studying abroad and 
Greek Life, there are many other 
student activities and organiza-
tions.

Going into your freshman 
year of  college can be a scary 
transition, being in a new place 
surrounded by thousands of  
strangers can make you feel 
alone and very small. At WKU 
you don’t have to feel this way! 

From student government to 
volunteer programs, WKU has a 
club for everything, and if  they 
don’t, you can start one yourself. 

These clubs can give you a 
group of  people who share the 
same interests and can give you a 
place to call home. 

So apply now and head to the 
Hill for a great college experi-
ence!

Nick Willoughby
12th

Mr. Smith
English Teacher

Mrs. Walker
Biology Teacher

Brennan Canada
11th

Ms. Clevenger
English Teacher

Jim Halpert
The Offi ce Character

Matthew Lewis
Actor

Edward Snowden
Former NSA Agent

look-a-likes

Celebrity      
&  GRC

Sydney Miller’s sister and GRC grad  
Callie, during Bid Day at WKU 

(photo submitted)

Sydney Miller
Multimedia Staff

Header Art
by Nick Hounshell

There are so many different 



Art based on 
the novel Anthem, 

by Ayn Rand 
By: Judge Pullin

A Boy in a Hat 
By: Destiny Napier

The Mind is a 
Writhing Pain

By: Nate Riddle

Trust Issues
By: Jarred Zahabi

Talented students can be found around 
every corner here at GRC. Artistic Alley 
is an “avenue” for students to show off  

their skills.  

If you would like to submit your own art, 
photos, poetry or songs to be in Artistic 

Alley, please bring your work to Room 227.

-Header Art by Emma Mitmesser

Why do the people you Love the most wan-
na hurt you it Haunts me in my sleep know-
ing I don’t have that one to comfort me.
But this is the Dream that I Dream but it’s 
time to Wake Up and Expose this world for 
what it is a bunch of Lies and Stupid Bull-
crap.
With people that you can’t Trust or Believe 
all it is a bunch of dumb Killers and � ieves.
Why do people Pop O�  and get mad for no 
reason?
People change on you like the change of the 
Seasons. But no one Changes for the better. 
Everyday it’s not Raining but I feel under the 
weather.
Cause today’s world is So Beautiful But the 
people who live in it don’t make it any better.
� ey make it worse, It’s like a Curse. I can’t 
stand this anymore I’m about to freaking 
burst.



Football soars through regular season play
    Cardinals show signs of improvement, look for a great finish

“Digging” the new volleyball coach
   Bryson brings new excitement to program

Nick Hounshell
Sports Editor

Haley Snell 
Multimedia Staff

The fourth volley-
ball coach in five years 
may be young, but she’s 
equipped with lots of  
experience. 

Jesse Bryson has 
played volleyball at 
Highlands High School 
and at Colorado Col-
lege, and previously 
coached at Kentucky 
Ohana Volleyball 
Academy. 

“The academy is 
where I actually learned 
about GRC and the 
position,” Bryson said. 

“There were several 
Lady Cards playing 
at the academy so I 
thought it would be 
a good fit for me at 
GRC.”

As captain of  the 
volleyball team, 
Melanie Manns said all 
the coaching changes 
have been difficult. 

“We’ve lost many 
girls due to the incon-
sistency of  the coaching 
staff,” she said. “How-
ever, the hectic coaching 
situation has helped 
us grow as a team. In 
hectic times we are able 
to help each other out, 

and decide what’s best 
for the team.” 

Alongside Melanie 
Manns, junior and cap-
tain Emma McQuade 
has faced the difficulties 
of  having three coaches 
throughout her high 
school volleyball career. 

“Having several 
coaches has allowed the 
team to see and expe-
rience different styles 
of  coaching, the good 
and the bad,” McQuade 
said. 

Despite the challeng-
es the team has faced, 
the girls have experi-
enced many bright spots 

this season. 
“The win against 

Montgomery County 
definitely helped to give 
us a morale boost,” 
Coach Bryson said. 

She is definitely 
excited about coaching 
the Lady Cards. 

“Being a first year 
head coach, I couldn’t 
have asked for a better 
group of  girls,” said 
Bryson. “They have 
great attitudes and 
personalities and their 
excitement to learn 
volleyball makes me 
want to be a better 
coach.”

Coach Bryson instructs the players during a time out.

Despite recent 
trends, GRC football 
holds a winning re-
cord. Dr. Oliver Lucas 
has led the Cards to 
the best start since 
2010.

The team has 
shown signs of  im-
provement in just 
about every aspect of  
the game. 

GRC sits at 3-2 
on the season, with 
victories over Harrison 
County, Dunbar and 
Grant County. 

The matchup 
against Dunbar proved 
to be the first win 
over a high school 
from Lexington since 
2014, as well as the 
first shutout win since 
2008. 

Leading the Cards 
on the offense is 
running back Nita-
vius Thomas, who 
is ranked second for 
rushing leaders in the 
6A class. 

After the first five 
games, Thomas has 
run for nearly 700 
yards and 11 touch-
downs. 

The offense as a 
whole has worked 
well though, averaging 
close to 30 points per 
game. 

Huge victories over 
Harrison County and 
Grant County have 
shown the potential 
that the Cardinals have 
on the offensive side 
of  the ball. 

The defense has 
played very well to-
gether too. The Cardi-
nals have only allowed 
more than 14 points 
twice this season, and 
rank in the top 15 
defenses in 6A. 

On the defense, 
players like Austin 
Blair, Jehdon Jenkins, 
and Tre’Von Jones 
rank highly in the 6A 
class as well. 

Blair ranks tenth 
in tackles, with 51. 
Jenkins is top in the 
class in sacks, with 
8. And Jones is tied 
for second with total 
interceptions. 

The Cardinals have 
shown great im-
provements over last 
year’s one-win season. 
Coaching has pushed 
this team further, and 
with multiple winnable 

games remaining on 
the schedule, GRC will 
look to finish with heir 
first winning record 
since 2009.

This year has been 
a year of  revival for 
the Cardinal football 
program, and the team 
will certainly hope to 
continue this success 
into the second half  
of  the year.

GRC plays host to 
Boone County next 
Friday, Sept. 29, and 
will strive to get their 
second consecutive 
win. 

Nitavius Thomas, 11th, moves the ball 
down the field in a recent game.  
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Jordan Vallejo
Online Editor

Rachel Puckett
Journalism 2

Sweat drains down his face. 
His chest races to catch up to
his pounding heart, each breath 
as deep as the pit inside his 
stomach. Evil eyes glare at his 
every move, judging him as he 
judges himself. Is my form
correct? Am I last in this race?
Is all this pain and effort worth 
it?

This is anxiety for a certain 
cross-country runner. 

Running from internal insecu-
rities, running from the fear of  
failure, running from inevitable 
issues. 

Now senior athlete and 

captain for the boys’ cross coun-
try team, Adrian von Hellens 
took on these challenges head-
on when he fi rst joined in his 

junior year. 

“When I fi rst started running, 
my only real problem was with 
myself,” von Hellens says. “I 
wasn’t sure if  I could do it and I 
was scared to try.”

In his fi rst 5K of  the 2016-17 
season, he fi nished with a time 
of  over 39 minutes, a time he 
says is “very slow for the sport.”

Von Hellens recalls a time 
when he nearly gave up altogeth-
er. “One practice, there were 
these guys who would shout at 
the runners and just frustrate all 
of  us,” he says. “I called myself  
an idiot for trying to do some-
thing good for once.”

Although pegged as a sport 
for individual runners, cama-

raderie played a major role in 
helping von Hellens overcome 
these obstacles.

“If  it wasn’t for the support 
of  the team, I wouldn’t be where 
I am today,” he says. “We may 
run by ourselves but we are a 
family; if  you aren’t running in 
a race, you are screaming your 
heart out for your teammates.”

Motivated by this encour-
agement, the senior has pushed 
back the idea of  quitting. “No 
matter how hard a practice was 
or a race time that wasn’t what I 
wanted, I have worked for every 
goal I’ve had and now I don’t 
consider giving up a possibility,” 
he says. “If  I start to believe I’m 
not good enough, I work harder 

to become better.”

With every practice and race, 
von Hellens would try to shave 
off  more time, even if  it was 
only a few seconds. 

In his fi rst 5K of  this season, 
he fi nished with a time of  26:43. 
“I improved by over 10 minutes 
because I just didn’t stop
working at it.” 

He hopes to race under 23 
minutes by the end of  the year. 
“Cross country is about self-im-
provement,” he says. “I don’t 
race to win; I race to be better.”

He is now running toward the 
acceptance of  his insecurities, 
running towards success, and 
running towards the next fi nish 
line in his life. Hope.

Snow adrift upon the barren 
ground. Huddles begin to form 
as the frigid air slowly creeps 
into our breath. Frozen sweat 
appears on each of  our exhaust-
ed bodies.

The task is completed. Now 
we wait.

Announcements commence; 
places 7-9 are a blur. If  we rank 
6th our chance for state is gone. 
Senior Lydia Gapp will never 
compete in the High School 
State competition again; she 
needs this. “And in 6th place we 
have…”

That was in 2014, my fi rst 
year on the cross-country team. 
Three of  us middle schoolers 
had been given the chance to 
compete with the GRC Varsity 

Team in the regional competi-
tion.

Top fi ve out of  nine teams 
were accepted to race in the 
state meet. The GRC girls 
hadn’t made it to state in three 
years. Our single senior was 
putting her hope in underclass-
men to take her back to the 
“top dogs meet.” And that is 
just what happened.

Today our team is composed 
of  those three middle school-
ers, who are now sophomores 
and a junior, and top athletes for 
the girls’ varsity team.

Over our various seasons 
the team has grown and devel-
oped, not just person or ability 
wise, but together also. We have 
become a family. While our own 

personal accomplishments are a 
goal, we value team success over 
any other aspect.

Last year the girls stuck 
together to become one of  the 
best GRC Cross Country teams 
in school history. We placed 2nd 
in regions and were fi ve points 
shy of  1st place.

Our hard work paid off  and 
we worked together to attain 
the unthinkable. Many of  us 
have even competed in the state 
competition for multiple years 
in a row.

Each day we train with even 
more purpose. We work togeth-
er to lift each other up and keep 
our eye on the goal.

Building relationships with 
these girls has proved to be 
benefi cial athletically and sup-
port-wise. My teammates are 
not just my friends but also are 
my sisters; today we train and 
endure pain, never alone.

Our team is composed of  Ju-
lia Graves, Emma Taylor, Maria 
Jackson, Emma Bowling, Sydney 
Partin, Ashlan
Brookshire and Julia Pohl.

Our girls are looking fi erce 
this year, as we have had many 
teammates already reach their 

record times. We desire a region-
al championship; our practicing 
habits will prove nothing less. 

No matter what our
motivation is, we all are ready 
to exceed expectation, together. 
Fire in our eyes, hearts fi rmly set 
on the prize, we push towards 
regionals where we will give it 
our all.

Running toward the next � nish line
    Boys’ Cross Country Captain discusses struggle with anxiety

A Season of Hope
   Girls’ Cross Country looks to return to state

Adrian von Hellens mid-sprint
(File photo)

competition for multiple years 
in a row.

more purpose. We work togeth-
er to lift each other up and keep 
our eye on the goal.

these girls has proved to be 
benefi cial athletically and sup-
port-wise. My teammates are 
not just my friends but also are 
my sisters; today we train and 

Editor’s Note: 
Rachel Puckett is a

sophomore Journalism 2
student who desires to one day 
become a prominent member 
in the Smoke Signals Production 

Team. Puckett is now in her 
4th year on the GRC cross 

country team.



Senior Season Spotlight 

SHANNON RAMEY

CHASE TAYLOR

MARTRAVIOUS HOOTEN 

ANTHONY MCKENZIE 

BREANNA EPPERSON 

JOSH BAILEY 

BOYS’ GOLF CROSS COUNTRY 

GIRLS’ SOCCER VOLLEYBALL

BOYS’ SOCCERFOOTBALL

“We have more leaders 
and role models on the 
team. � e younger kids 

look up to us, so we push 
them to be better and 
then we have a better 

team.”

“Having multiple seniors 
gives us plenty of leader-

ship to help encourage the 
younger players to step up 

and give 100% e� ort. It also 
helps our game because the 
nine seniors have grown up 
playing together, so we un-
derstand how we all play.”

“Having so many seniors 
only really a� ects the foot-
ball team if there is more 

than one senior playing the 
same position. One play-
er might get more playing 
time than the other and 

they won’t get to play a lot 
their senior season. So that 

always pushes us.”

“How do your 
seniors a� ect 
your team?”

“Our seniors help 
and guide the 

younger players as 
they go through the 
season. � e seniors 
help better the team 

for the next year, 
and we better our-
selves as leaders.”

An athlete’s senior season is a very important and exciting time in their career. 
Since they typically have more experience than younger players, seniors can play 

a huge role in bringing a team success. GRC has almost 50 senior athletes this 
fall in all of the various sports. Smoke Signals Sports Editor Savannah Anderson 
visited with a senior from each team to get their perspective on this crucial year.

“Our seniors help us because 
the more leadership we have, 
the better. It gives us a chance 
to be the example and show 

the way.”

“Having a lot of seniors on 
the team gives us a lot of 

leadership and experience. 
We have all been through 
the good and bad of the 
past three years together, 

and if someone isn’t show-
ing leadership, then there 

are many other seniors 
who can show it.”



Spencer McCord
Multimedia Staff

Savannah Anderson
Sports Editor

Teams are very fortunate 
when they get the chance 
to have ten seniors on their 
team. But it’s even more for-
tunate to have a team that 
starts all 10 players. 

The GRC boys’ soccer 
team is one of  those teams. 

The Cards are led behind 
senior captains Hunter 
Caudill and Houston 
Goodman, who have some 
high expectations. 

“I think we’re all looking 
to get to state and not just 
regionals this year,” says 
Goodman. 

The team is having one 

of  the best seasons they’ve 
had in the past few years 
behind the scoring of  Senior 
Clayton Parks, who is in the 
top 20 in the state for goals 
scored.  

“I just try to play hard 
every game and help the 
team out by scoring because 
that’s my job,” says Parks.

The boys have been play-
ing with each other and even 
against each other over their 
years playing soccer. This 
has made the boys embrace 
that they are a “family.” 

“This year I think that 
the team is more of  a family 
than every other year,” says 
Senior Josh Bailey. “We all 
know each other and have 
grown together.”

The Cards look to reach 
their goal of  making it to 
state this year by working 
and trying to better them-
selves every practice and 
game. 

“I’m looking for everyone 
to improve individually and 
give some heart and effort 
not just come out to play 
but to win,” says Goodman.

The Cards look to reach 
their goals heading into the 
district tournament the week 
of  Oct. 9 with the #2 seed 
after going 2-1 in district 
play. But what continues to 
hold this team together is 
the fact they are a family. 

“Family on and off  the 
field,” says Parks. 

The greatest feeling in 
high school sports is win-
ning region and making 
it to state. Lady Cards 
soccer knows this feeling  
all too well. 

In the 2016 season, 
the girls beat Harrison 
County 2-0 to win the 
10th Region Champi-
onship, earning them a 
trip to the KHSAA State 
Tournament. 

After losing eight 
seniors, six of  whom 
were starters, many 
probably believed that 

another winning team was 
very unlikely. 

However, these non- 
believers were wrong. 

Just in the first two 
weeks of  the 2017 season, 
the team made its way into 
the top 10 rankings in the 
state, the first time ever 
under Coach Matt Abner.

“It’s an amazing feel-
ing to be ranked this high 
at the beginning of  the 
season,” says junior and 
second-year starter Taylor 
Kelly. “We still have some 
very good teams remaining 
on our schedule, so it will 
be a challenge to win each 

game, but if  we continue to 
make each other better in 
practice then we could have 
a very memorable season.”

According to Kelly, 
members of  the girls’ soc-
cer team this year are like 
one big family and are “a 
great group of  girls 
who enjoy playing with 
one another and the 
competition that soccer 
provides.”

Senior and team co- 
captain Shelby Benson 
elaborates on this point, 
saying, “Being a close-knit 
team benefits us because 
we know exactly what we 
need to do to be success-

ful in our games. Since we 
know each other well, we 
know each other’s strengths 
and can play to them.”

The team being like a 
family benefits them not 
only on the field but in life 
as well. Benson “knows for 
a fact” that if  any of  her 
teammates needed help in 
some way, the entire team 
would be there to provide 
support. 

Watch out for the girls’ 
soccer family this season as 
they continue to play well 
together and try to achieve 
a much-anticipated trip 
back to state. 

  Family of seniors looking toward state

The road back to state
   Girls’ soccer team packed with potential

Goalkeeper Laura Martin,12th

Photo by Makenzie Dummitt

Josh Bailey, 12th Clayton Parks, 12th
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Editor’s 
Note: Since the 

writing of this story, 
Wyatt McCord suffered 
an injury that ended his 

senior season early. Chase 
Taylor also received a 
light injury, but played 

through it.

Experienced boys’ golf team led by senior duo
Nick Hounshell

Sports Editor

Experience in sports 
comes with many benefi ts, 
from performance to how 
athletes compose them-
selves in crucial situations. 

Chase Taylor and Wyatt 
McCord lead the boys’ golf  
team with multiple years of  
experience. 

The golf  team as a 
whole is very experienced 
as well. 

In fact, six of  the four-
teen golfers are seniors, and 
another three are juniors. 

Throughout the entire sea-
son, Chase and Wyatt have 

been battling with each other 
for the top spot. 

Taylor says that this com-
petition “makes me strive to 
get better at my game.” 

With nearly half  of  the 
team graduating at the end of  

this year, the Cards will 
certainly be looking to 
build towards the future. 

Reloading will be at 
the top of  coach Randy 
Smith’s checklist. 

However, he does 
believe there are some 
benefi ts in having some 
underclassmen on the 
roster. 

“Having underclass-
men on a golf  team is 

very benefi cial.” said Smith, 
“You have the opportunity to 
develop young talent as well 
as give them experience in 
tournaments.” 

Heading into the region 

tournament, with a 
trip to state on the 
line for both Chase 
and Wyatt, the duo 
had their eyes set on 
the top two spots and 
qualifying individu-
ally.

“We’re both good 
enough,” McCord 
previewed the region 
tournament, saying 
“It just depends on it 
it’s our day or not.” 

Chase and Wyatt 
led an all-senior varsity 
starting line-up through the 
9th Region tournament at 
Kearney Hills on Sept. 25. 

The Cards shot a 351 as a 
team. 

Taylor shot a 77, but was 
unable to qualify for state. 

Chase Taylor, 12th

Golfers advance to state for � rst time in 20 years
For the fi rst time in two 

decades, the GRC girls’ golf  
team is headed to state.

The girls shot a 378 to 
fi nish second in the region 
Tuesday, qualifying them to 
advance to state as a team.

The top fi ve golfers mak-
ing up the young region team 
are freshmen E.A. Nisbet 
and Brenna Rose, and sopho-
mores Hannah Curreri, Molly 
Franklin and Joy Lisle. Curre-
ri fi nished 4th in regions with 
an 85, and Franklin fi nished 
7th.

The state match will be 
held Friday, Oct. 6, in Bowl-
ing Green.

“I feel so honored to be 
a part of  such a memorable 

season with my golf  family,” 
said Curreri. “When the team 
was awarded the opportunity 
to go to State, I had a smile 
on my face you could see for 
miles. We have all worked 
extra hard this year to ac-
complish our goal of  quali-
fying for State as a team, and 
thankfully all the hard work 
has paid off. Our strive for 
greatness is undeniably large, 
and because of  help from 
our coach, parents, and each 
other, the team and I have 
succeeded in many ways.”

Pictured , from left, Brenna Rose, 
Joy Lisle, E.A. Nisbet, Hannah 
Curreri and Molly Franklin
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Athletic Facilities finally to be a reality

See Story, Page 1
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