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Q: With the 
recent teacher  

pension crisis, how have 
you been working with 
teachers to keep them 

informed?

A: The gym will 
hopefully be open 
for graduation next 
year. I am pretty sure 

there will be no  
athletic events there next 

year. The construction will still 
be going on when we come back in the 
fall. Everything depends on the weather.

Q: Do you 
know what the  

timeline is for the  
athletic  

facilities?

Q: What has 
been your favorite 
part about being a  

principal?

A: I think student government has 
made some strides. It’s what you as 

students make it to be. I would like to 
see student government take on the task 

next year of fundraising to get some nice furniture and 
open up the courtyard to the students. It’s a nice 
courtyard; we should use it.

A: I have 
been  
trying to  

communicate  
through email. 

Several education organizations 
send out regular updates so I 
have tried to forward those to 
keep the staff in the loop. I think 
it is far from over. Obviously the 
legislative session is over, but I 
believe there’s more change to 
come.

A: It’s 
always 

something 
new. No day is really the 
same. Things are always  
changing. Kids are always 
changing.

With this year drawing to a close, Smoke Signals 
managing editor Rebecca Eaves sat down with

Principal David Bolen, the 2018 KASSP Principal of 
the Year, to get his take on his career, the school 

year, and the future.

Q: What’s your 
philosophy on 

empowering your staff 
and students? A: Whenever 

teachers want to 
do something, I give 

them the latitude or the freedom to do 
it. If you come to me with an idea, as 
long as it is sound, I am going to give 
you the ability to do it. However, what 
you make out if it is on your shoulders. 
As far as students, I think student lead-
ership is important. I think the problem 
we’ve had here for years is that there is 
nowhere for everyone to come together.
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Q: What have 
been your thoughts 

on student  
government this 

year?

David Bolen was
named 2018

Principal of  the Year
by the

Kentucky Association
of  Secondary School

Principals.



 

Q: This year 
we participated in 

“On the Table.” How are 
you expecting it to 
impact our school?

Q: How did 
you feel after you 

found out you won 
the KASSP Principal 

of the Year?

Q: What’s 
your philosophy on 

empowering your staff 
and students to

pursue their ideas?

Q: What 
made you want

to go into
education?

Q: What  
outcome are you 

hoping for as a result 
of  “On the Table?”

A: I’m participating in ongoing 
discussions with the group that 
organized “On the Table.” 
After the Marshall shooting, the 
Clark County Education 

Foundation brought “On the  
Table” to GRC. They want to do 

something for the high school to help deal 
with students’ social and emotional needs, promote 
violence prevention, and other related issues.

A: I actually started off 
in engineering. 
I did all four 
semesters of calculus 
and physics. I was in 
civil engineering at UK and 
got into a class called thermo, which is 
upper level math. I then realized I didn’t 
know enough about math to be an 
engineer, so I switched to teaching. 
Both of my parents were teachers. 

A: Whenever teachers 
want to do something, 
I give them the
latitude and freedom 

to do it. If you come to 
me with an idea, as long 

as it is sound, I am going to give 
you the ability to do it. However, what 
you make out if it is on your  
shoulders. As far as students, I think 
student leadership is important. I 
think the problem we’ve had here
for years is that there is nowhere for
everyone to come together.

A: I’m advocating for some school 
social workers. I don’t want it to 
be somebody who works 8-3 but 

if we have issues going on in the 
community, they’re here to help. 

Students need to someone to talk to. 
Here we have four counselors and two social workers, 
but they’re usually covered up. They have so many other 
responsiblities and need some support from others who 
are available to help students when they just need to talk.

A: I was excited. I think it’s pretty neat.
I was awarded a trip to Washington, D.C. 
in September where the national award 
will be presented. I appreciate this 

opportunity and look forward to moving on 
to the national competition in D.C 
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“Everything you need to know as a junior” 
Tuesday, May 29

5:30-6:30 in the Cafeteria
Students and parents will be given tips and tricks 
about various subjects like Governors’ Scholars, 

advanced placement, dual credit, and the ACT.  

GRC sophomore golfer and cheerleader 
Molly Franklin has been named to the 2018 
Tom Leach All-Resilient Team. She received 
her offi cial award in Lexington along with 

athletes from high schools across the state. 
Molly is pictured with Mr. Leach, the Voice of 

the Wildcats, and Mr. Keene, 
athletic director.   

Sophomore earns spot on Leach’s 
All-Resilient Team 

Due to the dissolution of the Kentucky High School 
Journalism Association, there was no state news-

paper competition; therefore, Smoke Signals could 
not compete to defend its State Champion title.  

Congratulations to Mr. Keene on being 
named 10th Region Athletic Director

of the Year.

Biomedical Student 
receives Scholarship

GRC was one of 37 high 
schools in Kentucky 

to be recognized by 
Great Schools for 
their achievement in 

college readiness 
and success.

GRC was one of 37 high 
schools in Kentucky 

to be recognized by 

Abby Martinez accepts a $2,500 scholarship from John Rutten, 
site director at DSM Nutritional Products, based in Winchester, for 
her work in the Project Lead the Way Biomedical Sciences pro-
gram. For their senior level course, students are able to investigate 
various avenues of the biomedical fi eld where they have passions 
and create a capstone project around those interests.  Abby did her 
research on the effects of a short term vegan diet on cholesterol 
and triglyceride levels. 



In today’s society, civic
engagement isn’t something in the 
forefront of  Americans minds. 

One of  the few ways
Americans actually participate in 
the political process is by voting. 
But do the voters really know and 
understand who they are voting 
for? 

Recently the Young Democrats 
and Young Republicans clubs in 

our school teamed up to create 
a candidate meet and greet to 
ensure that our students would be 
educated on who was running for 
local, state, and national offi ce. 

On May 2, candidates gath-
ered in the library to discuss their 
platforms, positions, and ideas 
with students. To my enjoyment, 
students were allowed to walk 
around the library and speak to 
the candidates. 

When I spoke to candidates, 
I continually asked the questions 

“What are your platforms? What 
is something you are passionate 
about?” 

I think it’s important to see 
what a candidate has to say when 
he or she answers these questions 
because they aren’t questions like, 
“What is your view on taxes?” 
that prompt purely factual-based
answers.

Though the candidates were 
from separate parties, each had 
their own visions on how to
better our community and state. 

These ideas ranged from teen 
involvement, community clean 
up, solutions to substance abuse 
problems, and many more
valuable thoughts. 

I talked to candidates from 
both parties and their ideas and 
solutions varied, but each candi-
date had ways they thought would 
make Winchester and Kentucky 
better. Civic engagement is an 
aspect of  democracy that creates 
a rich environment. 

If  citizens don’t participate 

in government, then it is left to 
politicians to take care of.

Politicians are a small
population of  our society, which 
can lead to a one group of  people 
leading our country. 

By having business people, 
parents, students, laborers, and all 
citizens engage in activities like 
candidate meet and greets or local 
forums, we are creating a diverse 
democracy with many ideas and 
opinions that can lead to change. 

Local candidates visit GRC for meet and greet
Lauren Palmer

Social Media Editor



Taylor Rader
Multimedia Staff

Leaving – just a symptom of growing up
Another year bites the 

dust.
As we grow closer to the 

end of  the year, many fi nd 
themselves faced with the 
reality of  never being in high 
school again.

For some, this is the best 
feeling ever, but others wish 
they didn’t have to say good-
bye. 

Not everyone is ready to 
say their goodbyes to school, 
Winchester, or people they 
have grown up with for years.

As the bells slowly begin 
to reach their fi nal toll, many 
become anxious. 

The realization of  reach-
ing the actual end of  high 

school is mind blowing. 
Movies have always shown 

what senior year should look 
like, but they never teach you 
how to cope with the good-
byes and sadness. 

High school is the epipha-
ny of  being a teen. You make 
friends, lose friends, fi ght, 
laugh, and cry. 

High school is the fi nal 
chapter of  being young. 
Once you leave these four 
walls, you are considered an 
adult. 

This is the youngest we 
will ever be.

We become hammered 
down with the thoughts of  
college, debt, leaving home, 

and more. So much is shoved 
onto our plates that it seems 
like high school fl ies by. 

Our parents always tell us 
to slow down and be a kid, 
but once you think back on 
you life, it seems that you 
can’t remember ever even 
being a kid. 

When we all become old, 
we will look back on high 
school and feel one of  two 
things – love or hate. 

Not everyone loves high 
school, but that doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t appreciate it.  

One day, you will tell your 
kids about the old friends 
you had or the many stupid 
things you might have done. 

You will look back and see 
all those fi ghts that ended 
friendships and they’ll seem 
so miniscule and stupid. 

Years from now, you will 
laugh, cry, and maybe feel 
regret when you think back 
on high school . 

Maybe you wish you did 
things differently or maybe 
you will be content with how 
you went about your days. In 
the end, you can’t change the 
past, but you can change the 
way you look at it.

Don’t rush through high 
school.  

This is the only time we 
have to say our fi nal good-
byes to those we have known 

since elementary school. 
Savor these last few days of  
hating high school and wish-
ing you were out the door 
already; this is the last time 
you get to experience those 
thoughts.

As Andy Bernard once 
said, “I wish there was a way 
to know you’re in the good 
old days before you’ve 
actually left them.”

Raves Rants
• End of AP testing
• Total campus approved
• Candidate meet and greet

• Finals approaching
• Cold classrooms
• PDA in hallways



Dear Smoke Signals Readers,

Dear Smoke Signals Readers,

Freshman year, it felt like 
high school would never end. 
I thought to myself, “There’s 
no way I am going to survive 
this place.”

Well, four very short years 
later, I am here to say that I 
was wrong on both accounts.

I went from the awkward, 
little freshman who was too 
scared to talk to anyone 
or even walk through the 
courtyard, to the slightly less 
awkward senior that probably 
talks a bit too much. This 
transformation is due mostly 
to the journalism program.

Finding a home away from 
home to go to while you’re 

struggling through high 
school is very important, and 
mine was room 227.

For me, that room was 
more than a classroom, 
that class was more than an 
elective, and Mrs. Crosby was 
more than a teacher.

Sure, I learned to write a 
lead and how to design a page 
of  the newspaper, but the 
lessons I will take away from 
Mrs. Crosby are much more 
important than that. 

I learned that you should 
leave your misconceptions 
at the door, that you choose 
what you spend the most 
time on, so being busy isn’t an 

excuse, and most important, 
that underneath we are all the 
same.

I encourage everyone 
who has not had the blessing 
of  learning these valuable 
lessons from Crosby herself  
to take them to heart now. 
The school year is almost 
over, which means that a new 
chapter in everyone’s lives is 
ripe to begin. 

Start the summer with a 
new perspective, and go into 
the next school year truly 
cherishing the people around 
you. This phase of  life flies 
by, so there’s no time to spend 
it misjudging people and 

feigning busyness. 
Four years ago, I thought I 

would never get through high 
school. I thought time would 
drag on and on and gradua-
tion would never arrive.

It is now obvious that I 
was wrong, but I have 
enjoyed every memory made 
along the way. Mostly, 
I have cherished being the 
Editor-in-Chief  of  Smoke 
Signals, and I can’t believe that 
journey is winding to an end.

Thank you to the Smoke 
Signals staff  and readers for 
being amazing and to Mrs. 
Crosby for making me into 
the person I am today.

With all my love,
Emily Rice
2017-2018

Editor-in-Chief

With all my love,
Kathryn Gallenstein

2017-2018
Editor-in-Chief

 I would first like to say 
thank you to the journalism 
program at GRC for giving 
me the opportunity to be 
writing this piece in the first 
place. 

To my advisor Mrs. Cros-
by, I owe my success in this 
field to you. Thank you for 
teaching me how to not only 
be a journalist, but also to be 
myself, because that is the 
best thing to be. 

In my time on the newspa-
per staff  I have written about 
gorillas, country ham, five 
different sports, student life, 
teachers, and milestones in 
our school district. 

Having my name published 
on stories is certainly an 
accomplishment and mood 
booster. However, when I 

became Editor-in-Chief, the 
amount of  pieces I produced 
decreased. 

I took on more of  an over-
seeing role than I previously 
had. This role opened my 
perspective on the experience 
of  high school as a whole. 

When you first start out, 
the thrill and nerves of  want-
ing to be good enough are 
undeniable and natural, much 
like your first published story. 

As you go on, you become 
more open to new things, like 
trying a story or taking a path 
maybe you’d never consid-
ered. 

When you reach your final 
year, reflection and legacy 
become an idea that weigh 
heavily on the mind and 
heart. 

Being a leader on the 
newspaper staff  has enabled 
me to share talents, experi-
ence, and wisdom with those 
around me, much like when 
you become a senior you 
have an upper hand to the ex-
pectations of  high school.

In my final year, I experi-
enced the most growth. 

All of  those ideas that you 
considered trying during your 
first three years, you have the 
opportunity to accomplish 
them in your last. 

Maybe you just didn’t 
know how to start, forgive, 
trust, believe, risk, fear, de-
cide, or attempt. I, much like 
most in high school, knew 
what those things were but 
didn’t really embrace them 
until this year. 

There were many times 
when I didn’t know how to 
start my story, forgave myself  
or someone for a mistake, 
trusted my peers to help me, 
believed it would get done, 
risked what people might 
think, feared criticism, decid-
ed to change, and attempted 
something new. 

Now, I see how all of  the 
things I was doing to leave 
my legacy in Smoke Signals 
were actually representative 
of  high school’s progression.

To all of  our readers, 
thank you for giving me the 
chance to grow. I part this 
program as the best version 
of  myself. It’s truly been an 
honor.



Satire

Hagan Wells
Executive Media 

Editor

As spoken by Samuel L. 
Jackson’s Nick Fury, “There 
was an idea… called the 
Avengers Initiative. The idea 
was to bring together a group 
of  remarkable people, see 
if  they could become some-
thing more.” 

Even though this was 
just an inspirational line in 
the fi rst Avengers movie, 
the meaning transcends the 
screen and represents the ac-
complishment of  the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe. 

Avengers: Infi nity War is the 
culmination of  ten years and 
eighteen movies, bringing 
together countless characters 
and story lines for one of  
the best movies ever. The 

movie is about all of  the 
Marvel heroes (such as Iron 
Man, Thor, Captain America, 
Spider-Man, the Guardians 
of  the Galaxy, Black Panther, 
Doctor Strange, and so many 
more) uniting against the 
threat of  Thanos, an all-pow-
erful being searching for the 
six Infi nity Stones to use in 
order to wipe out half  of  the 
universe.  

After following these 
movies for a decade, antic-
ipation was at an all time 
high. Thankfully, Infi nity War 
exceeds expectations. Ev-
erything about the movie is 
fantastic. 

The story is great, the 
writing is stellar, and the vi-

sual effects are breathtaking.
One of  the best assets of  

the fi lm is the cast. Robert 
Downey Jr. continues to 
be the embodiment of  the 
character of  Iron Man. Chris 
Hemsworth melds the excel-
lent charm he had in Thor: 
Ragnarok with serious deter-
mination and gravity. 

Josh Brolin sets himself  
ahead of  the crowd with 
the best villain performance 
ever in the MCU. In a sense, 
Infi nity War is Thanos’ movie 
thanks to Brolin’s portrayal. 

Newcomers to the fran-
chise like Tom Holland, 
Benedict Cumberbatch, and 
Chadwick Boseman hold 

their own paired with the 
veterans like Chris Evans and 
Scarlett Johansson. The cast 
of  the Guardians movies pro-
vides great levity with Dave 
Bautista’s dry humor, yet 
Chris Pratt and Zoe Saldana 
pack an emotional punch.

All in all, Avengers: Infi nity 
War is defi nitely the movie 
of  the summer, and quite 
possibly of  the year. 

The way that so many 
different story lines could 
weave together is impressive, 
but the fact that they pulled 
it off  is incredible. 

While some viewers who 
haven’t seen all of  the movies 
might be lost, the fi lm does a 

good job of  standing on its 
own with a stronger payoff  
if  you have seen the movies 
prior to Infi nity War. 

So, get your team togeth-
er, hold on to someone for 
emotional support, and go 
back for repeat viewings 
because this is the only way 
to spend your summer.

by
Ben Carpenter

Hangin’ with Hagan
Avengers: In� nity War pays o�  ten years of buildup



Mrs. Caywood to retire after 29-plus years
Savannah Green

Multimedia Staff

After 29-plus years, GRC 
is saying goodbye to Mrs. 
Brenda Caywood.

Being GRC’s reception-
ist, Mrs. Caywood is one of  
the few staff  members with 
whom virtually every 
student has the opportunity 
to interact.  

She’s the face that every 
guest entering the building 
sees, and she loves being the 
one to do it.

“I love being here. I like 
my job. It’s given me a better 
outlook on a lot of  things,” 
says Caywood. “I’ve gotten to 
know people of  all calibers.”

Her time here has brought 
pleasant memories like 
watching her own children 
go through school, and it 
has also brought certain life 
lessons.

“I don’t judge. I can’t 
judge,” she says. “I just have 
to take one visitor at a time. I 
never know what they’re go-
ing to say or do, so I just have 
to relate to whatever their 
needs are. It’s really changed 
me.” 

Of  course, Caywood isn’t 
just learning lessons, she’s 
teaching them too.

“She’s taught me a lot 
in the short time I’ve been 
here,” says receptionist Jen-
nifer Harrison. “She knows 
everything. I love her.”

Mrs. Caywood has had the 
chance to meet so many dif-
ferent people, from visitors 
to staff  members to students. 

It’s these interactions that 
she found to be some of  the 
best parts of  her job.

“I’ll miss the students, 
and the faculty and staff; 
they’ve been good to me,” 
says Caywood. “I seriously 
can’t complain.  I just think 

everyone has been really 
awesome.” 

These interactions that 
have had a lasting impact 
on her have also had a 
lasting impact on others. 

During her tenure 
here, she has been able to 
become close with a lot 
of  the staff  members.

“It’s definitely been 
a ride,” says principal 
David Bolen. “We are 
very close. We share a 
lot of  similarities, and 
we’ve shared some 
growing pains together. 
I have a lot of  respect 
for her. She’s been in a 
lot of  ways a rock. She’s 
been an advocate for the 
school and the communi-
ty, and I will miss her.”

And after 29-plus 
years, it is certain that 
Mrs. Caywood will be 
missed.

Mrs. Caywood’s co-workers, Jennifer Harrison and Vickie Moore,
jokingly try to pull her back from her decision to retire.

Photo by Taylor Rader

Mrs. Madsen, 
Mrs. Fraley, and 

Ms. Johnson 
are also retiring 

after years of 
teaching at GRC.  
Smoke Signals 
reached out to 
our retiring 

teachers. Here, 
we share the  
responses we  

received.

I have always believed that I 
was meant to teach.  I have 
loved my years of working 
with students and sharing 
my love of art.  When I 
reflect upon my career, the 
most rewarding thing has 
been the feed back my 
students have given me 
about the influence I have 
had in their lives.  It isn’t 
all about my subject!  Of 
course, I have made a 
difference to many students when it 
comes to art, but many have told me it was the way I made 
them FEEL. I am going to miss working in such a great school!

-Ms. Johnson, 27 years of teaching
GRC graduate

I hope I have helped the  
students I have taught devel-
op a passion for learning. I 
want to instill in my students 
to always do their best, 
take pride in learning and 
be a life-long learner. 
My students are not just 
names on a roster; I 
call them my kids. They 
are all my kids, all my 
favorites, and each one 
holds a special place 
in my heart.  I still love 
teaching and will miss it greatly, but I will 
continue to watch my kids march in the band, play football,
basketball, or see them in Kroger!

-Mrs. Fraley, 32 years of teaching, 31 at GRC
GRC graduatePhoto by Taylor Rader Photo by Sydney Miller



There she is, Madison 
Plowman on the stage blow-
ing the audience away with 
her confidence and charm, 
while Justin Garza is leading 
the rhythm section, smoothly 
transitioning between guitar 
and banjo, both of  them 
bringing the musical to life.

Seniors Madison Plow-
man and Justin Garza are the 
first students to go through 
Cohort all four years of  high 
school. They have been with 
the Cohort program since it 
started in 2014.

“When I first got to the 
high school level, I heard 

about the Cohort starting and 
I was intrigued from the first 
word I heard,” Plowman said.

Not only does Cohort let 
you focus on your talent, but 
it also helps you learn more in 
depth about what you can do 
with it.

“It offers a mixture of  
music theory, aural training, 
sight reading, and opportuni-
ties to professional musicians 
inside and outside of  school,” 
Garza said.

Madison and Justin have 
been practicing their talents 
since they were 11 and 8 years 
old, respectively. Ever since 
they started in this program 
it has helped them expand 

on what they are interested in 
doing in their future.

“As I was going through 
the years it showed me that 
I would be interested in 
teaching,” Plowman said. 
“Because as a senior this year 
I’ve had a lot of  freshmen 
and sophmores look up to me 
and ask for advice. It has also 
opened my eyes up to maybe 
wanting to direct.”

Although it hasn’t always 
been the smoothest ride, they 
are both thankful for the 
Cohort program and they 
are happy to have stayed and 
learned from their teachers 
and even fellow students.

“I do not regret it one bit,” 

Plowman said. “I mean it 
was only Justin and me who 
stayed, but it has been so 
much fun and I love it with all 
my heart. Every Cohort stu-
dent is so talented and all of  
our teachers are so inspiring 
and I’m happy I stayed.”

These four years in Cohort 
have helped Justin not let 
anything get in the way of  his 
passion.

“Don’t let the fire die,” 
Garza said. “It’ll be hard to 
maintain your musical passion 
and there will be many obsta-
cles in your way and people 
dragging you down, but focus 
on your passion and aspire 
for greatness.”

Lexi Garza
Journalism 1

Mia Walter
Journalism 1

Photo by Mia Walter

Cohort, from freshman to senior year

The life of a student teacher

Teaching can be a hit 
or miss when it comes to 
student teaching. For one of  
our student teachers here at 
GRC, it was a hit. 

It can be hard to juggle 
everything in your life while 
teaching high school and 
managing a college class 
load. However, being able to 
teach here at GRC made stu-
dent teacher Deanna Duffy 
realize that her desire to 
teach has continued to grow 
rather than fluctuate. 

“I get here at 8 and some-
times don’t leave until 6:30 
or 7,” says Ms. Duffy. “Also, 

what some kids don’t realize 
is that student teachers don’t 
get paid.  All of  this while 
taking classes is hard. When 
I’m in front of  students it’s 
all worth it.”

Despite the struggle, Ms. 
Duffy claims that GRC alone 
has made her aspiration 
stronger. 

“I got lucky with you 
guys,” she says. “GRC’s flex-
ible schedule makes it easy 
for me to lesson plan.”

She said being able to 
design units and curricu-
lum has prepared her for 
anything. On top of  that, 
being able to teach with Ms. 
Crowell has exposed her to 

what it’s really like to be a 
teacher more than anything 
else. She decided to attend 
the University of  Kentucky 
partly because of  the effec-
tive placing process.

“As far as placing goes, 
they match you up with 
someone who’s already been 
through the program and 
someone who would be best 
for you and help you most,” 
Ms. Duffy says.

Although she has 
enjoyed her time here so 
far, Ms. Duffy decided to go 
back home to Chicago and 
teach. She has already gone 
through the “crazy process” 
of  getting her first official 
teaching job. 

“I went to where jobs 
were available,” she says. 
“Pension made it harder too.  
I feel like I can’t trust my 
representatives here. What 
they did was a little sketchy.”

Even though she misses 
her family back at home, 
she will miss the family that 
she became a part of  while 
teaching here. 

“I love coming to school 
and teaching,” Ms. Duffy 
says. “The best part would 
have to be getting to know 
the students.”

Editor’s Note: This story was 
completed before Ms. Duffy 
finished her semester at GRC.Ms. Duffy smiling amidst a busy classroom

Justin Garza & Madison Plowman

Photo by Sydney Miller

JOURNALISM 1 STUDENTS WROTE THEIR FIRST FEATURE STORIES. WE SHARE 4 OF THEM HERE...



I spy with my little heart 
feelings portrayed by the love 
of  art.

 Started by Ms. Lynch’s gifted 
and talented class, the Open 
Forum locker art in the 200s 
includes art, poetry, questions 
you can answer in the locker, 
and a prompt box where you 
can put ideas and suggestions 
for the lockers.

Open Forum allows students 
to contribute anonymously and 
feel a part of  the community.

“The goal is to try to address 

the students belief  of  a lack of  
community,” said Ms. Lynch. 
“It’s like a conversation that is 
that is anonymous and happens 
over time.”

People can see what others 
contributed and also contribute 
to the forum.

Junior Sarah Kubican said the 
lockers are a good way to 
communicate in the real world.

“In technology we have 
grown closer and closer to 
anonymity in sharing the 
deepest parts of  ourselves; 
however, this is creating a larger 
and larger rift between us and 
the physical people in our lives,” 

said Kubican.

Not only have students 
participated but Ms. Lynch and 
other teachers have as well.

“The idea is that everyone 
participates,” said Ms. Lynch. 
“We want people to feel like 
it’s their space and they could 
add whatever they are inspired 
to add. Right now it’s like an 
exhibit.”

Ms. Lynch said she would 
like to continue the forum each 
year but she has to see what the 
future holds.

“There’s so many places 
around the school we could do 
interesting things with,” she 

said.  

The point of  the locker 
forum is to initiate compassion 
and the love of  art into GRC 
students every day.

“I invite you,” said Kubican, 

“to take a peak into the minds 
of  the youth of  GRC and our 
peers’ or leave your own gift, no 
name required.”

Shelby Summers
Journalism 1

Megan Huff
Journalism 1
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Lockers don’t only hold books

Students’ love for dance is en pointe

The bell rings and you book it out to 
the car. Once you’re in, you immediately 
start doing your hair with no mirror and 
trying to eat at the same time. You are 
chewing the last bite as you run into the 
studio to start warming up for class.

This is what life is like for dancers 
Harley LeMaster, Katherine Kennedy, 
Betsy Billings and Shelby Summers.

They each dance about 10 hours a 
week not including all the extra 
rehearsals for upcoming shows. They 
tackle both school life and dance life 
roughly, but they love it so much they 
will do whatever it takes.

“Dancing has given me a family, a 
passion, discipline, and dreams,” said 
LeMaster. “Dancing is the love of  my 
life; without it I’m not me.”

All of  the dancers have formed close 
bonds with each other and the teachers 

at Dancer’s Pointe. Dancers come from 
across Kentucky to dance with Dancer’s 
Pointe, which presents two shows a year 
and an extra one every other year. 

“Being at dance is like having a second 
family,” said Kennedy.

Summers said the hardest part about 
balancing dance and school life is 
choosing which one needs to be put first 
at the moment. “While I’m in school I 
can’t stop thinking about dance and vice 
versa,” she said.

Dance consumes their lives almost as 
much as school does. The only thing that 
is different is they are choosing to dance 
because they want to and it adds so much 
fun to their lives.

“Just on a night when we don’t have 
dance I am bored out of  my mind,” said 
Billings.

To these dancers the art of  dance is so 
much more than just some after school 
activity, or something your mom put 

you in when you were 3 to get all your 
energy out. To them this is all they know.

“Dance is my whole world,” said 
Summers. “Without it, life is like 

continuing an unknown path with a 
blindfold.”

Katherine Kennedy, Betsy Billings, Shelby Summers, and Harley LeMaster show off their dance 
moves

The Open Forum adds a creative touch to the 200s hallway.



Unsung Hero
Lucas Ferrell

Cheyenne Martin

Most Likey to Brighten Your 
Day

Bradley Shook
Kathryn Gallenstein

Most Talented
Austin Clark

Emma Mitmesser

Most Outgoing
Pearce Nisbet

Caroline Handshoe

Most School Spirit
Clayton Parks
Chloe Parks

Most Athletic
Will Philpot

Shannon Ramey

Most Likely to Be President
Diana Hernandez
Michael Peyton

Cutest Couple that Never Was
Jamie Peters and Blake Pedigo

Best Dressed
Brock Vandgri� 
Kayden Hatchett

Most Likey to Put Others First
Austin Cartwright

Emberli Lloyd

Most Artistic
Kendra Sexton
Ethan Downey

Most Contagious Laugh
Gavin Kirk

Xavia Hampton

Most Likey to Become Famous
Will Dykeman

Madison Plowman

Most Likey to Change the World
Hagan Wells

Karlee Grissam
Justin Hackworth

Class Clown
Sole Carter

Andrew Allen

3 Superlatives
Lauren Palmer- Most Likely to Become President, Most 

Outgoing, Class Clown
Jordan Vallejo- Most Likey to Put Others First, Most 

Likely to Brighten Your Day, Unsung Hero

Cutest Couple
JJ Johnson and Haley Hannan

Justin Garza and Gracyn Rogers

Senior Superlatives Superlatives are voted on by members of the Class of 2018. Multiple winners indicates a tie.
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Last Will and Testament

I, Thomas Cantrell, here-
by will to Harley LeMaster 
(11): my taste in TV shows 
that are actually good, and 
to Rebekah Miles (10): my 
ability to successfully fake 
confi dence. 

I, Karlee Grissam, hereby 
will to Maxwell Clark (10): 
my ukulele back to him, and 
to Rachel Puckett (10): my 
weird but relatable analogies 
in deep conversations.

I, Emily Rice, hereby will 
to Hunter Dawson (11): 
my ability to survive sole-
ly on fast food gift cards 
and sweet tea, and to next 

year’s Smoke Signals staff: 
the ability to somehow 
get a newspaper out every 
month, even if  half  of  it is 
blank on press day.

I, Jaz’Lyn Shields, hereby 
will to Mrs. Crosby: my love 
and energy.

I, Katelyn Fugate, hereby 
will to Jasmine Flowers (11): 
my entire closet because I 
know how much you love 
my clothes, and to Blake 
Jernigan (11): I will transfer 
your GPA to my 4.0 GPA.

I, Selena Rivera, hereby 
will to Natalie Anderson 
(11): my prom queen crown. 
Stay humble and love hard! 
You are amazing inside and 
out.

I, Kayla Gilbert, hereby 
will to Jarred Zahabi (11): 
my motivation to get good 
grades and only focus on 
the important people/
things in life, and to Emilia 

Zahabi (9): the self  control 
to not hurt anyone and 
know you can be whoever 
you strive for.

I, Amy Ginter, hereby 
will to Abbi Baber (10) 
sound advice: if  you were 
able to believe in Santa for 
8 years, you can believe 
in yourself  for the next 2 
years, and to Veronica Flack 
(11): never let anyone treat 
you like a yellow Starburst; 
you are a pink Starburst.

I, Paige Gray, hereby will 
to Megan Estes (9): the abil-
ity to get the Raider Arc tab 
in JROTC, and to Autumn 
Robinson (9): to also get the 
Raider Arc in JROTC.

I, Shelby Shelton, hereby 
will to Carly Shelton (9): my 
winning personality and my 
love for long walks in the 
hallway. Much love, sis! 

I, Rebecca Eaves, here-
by will to Harley LeMaster 

(11): the ability to forget to 
put all your pictures in the 
J-Drive, and to Courtney 
Miles (11): the ability to 
make a kick-butt Y-Club 
T-shirt and contribute abso-
lutely nothing else. 

I, Meaghan Curren, here-
by will to Taylor Kelly (11): 
the girls’ soccer defensive 
line and the ability to stay 
on your feet.

I, Diana Hernandez, 
hereby will to Brenden Her-
nandez (10): my ability to 
arrive at school at 8:33 and 
still make it to class on time, 
and to Lucy Leal (10): my 
ability to make it through 
AP classes without crying.

I, Makenzie Dummitt, 
hereby will to Katlyn Hall 
(11): my photo editor posi-
tion on the Smoke Signals 
staff, to Kailyn Kochel 
(11): the ability to drop out 
of  your least favorite class 
and still graduate, and to 

Mayleigh Vanhoose (11): my 
never-ending swagger.

I, Michael Peyton, hereby 
will to Harley LeMaster (11) 
and Luke Martin (11): the 
Young Republicans Club.

I, Will Dykeman, hereby 
will to Jack Keeton (11): 
the student section leader-
ship and Get Rowdy Crew 
twitter.

I, Jake Ware, hereby will 
to Alex Kretzer (11): my 
elbow, so he doesn’t have to 
have Tommy John surgery, 
and my pitching abilities 
because he’ll need them.

I, Lyric Campbell, hereby 
will to Veronica Flack (11): 
the ability to take care of  a 
tattoo because we all know 
I can’t, and to Amber Clines 
(10) and Janna Beth Win-
burn (9): the ability to get 
through anything with Jesus 
and good friends by your 
side.

As per tradition, some 
of GRC’s most beloved 

seniors hand down their 
belongings and  skills 
to the classmates they 

will leave behind as they 
graduate. 



Last will  and testament
I, Gracyn Rogers, here-

by will Alexis Garza (9): 
the ability to cherish and 
remember all of  the great 
memories you will make in 
room 227, and to Brenna 
Rose (9): my tennis skills, 
because you should so join 
the team next year!

I, Maddie Thomas, here-
by will to Jaden Tankersley 
(11) sound advice: to never 
let anyone faze you and 
always be the baddest. Kill 
them with kindness. Love 
you, and to EA Nisbet (9): 
to always be the life of  the 
party! Don’t worry, be
happy. Love you!

I, Ashton Sidwell, hereby 
will to Bailey Sidwell (10): 
my ability to take more L’s 
than anyone else.

I, Chevi Price, hereby will 
to Alyssa Hicks (9): to keep 
the volleyball team rowdy 
and focused next year.

I, Tyler Cockerham, here-
by will to Carrie Cockerham 
(10): my outgoing spirit and 
my teachers for extra study 
time. Be happy and have a 
great time in high school.

I, Jordan Vallejo, hereby 
will to Nathan Bush (11): 
the ability to win in a fi st-
fi ght. I’m going to miss you.

I, Pearce Nisbet, here-
by will to Elizabeth Ann 
Nisbet (9): the ability to be 
late every day, and to Corey 
Terrell (11): a leader of  the 
Get Rowdy Crew.

I, Shannon Ramey, here-
by will to Brooklyn Johnson 
(11): my sarcasm because it 
will defi nitely help you get 
through senior year, and to 
Julia Pohl (9): all my junk 
food to make you even 
faster on the soccer fi eld 
because it worked for me.

I, Spencer McCord, here-
by will to Trevon Curtis (9): 
the ability to be a big body.

I, Kylie Harper, hereby 
will to Preslee Palmer (10): 
my spot as cheer captain 
(lolz), and to Joy Lisle (10): 
a box of  spaghetti. 

I, Jacob Congleton, 
hereby will to Ethan Huff  
(11): my crappy golf  game, 
and to Will Henry (11): “the 
business.”

I, Maddie Mann, here-
by will to Lauren Mathieu 
(11): the ability to blow all 
of  your money on be-
fore-school Starbucks.

I, Lauren Palmer, here-
by will to Smoke Signals 
juniors: my ability to sit in 
the corner of  the lab and 
watch Netfl ix, to Lindsey 
Craig (11): all of  my Taylor 
Swift CDs and the ability to 
drive around town and blare 
them, and to Sam and Sara 

Johnson (10): my love for 
chicken nuggets.

I, Dallas Wingert, hereby 
will to Nick Hounshell (11): 
the ability to carry on my 
legacy.

I, Seth Boyken, hereby 
will to Tye Boyken (10): my 
outstanding athletic abilities.

I, Allison West, hereby 
will to Christina Young 
(11): to keep bugging Ms. 
Withers and always think 
WWAD (What Would Alli-
son Do). See you in a year 
college buddy! and to
Lauren Carpenter (11): to 
have my talent of  getting 
bad grades but still gradu-
ate. 

I, McKenzie Wilson, 
hereby will to whoever can 
fi nd it: my dignity, I lost it 
somewhere in this school. 

I, Hannah Doss, hereby 
will to Jesse and Mackenzie 

Townsend (11): the title 
of  “The Crazies”; and to 
Veronica Flack (11): the 
voice to actually stand up 
for yourself. 

I, Justin Garza, hereby 
will to Alexis Garza (9): 
to be known by your fi rst 
name and not just “Justin’s 
Sister” and to Maxwell 
Clark (10): the ability to
always miraculously pass 
Ms. Lowther’s class.

I, Hagan Wells, hereby 
will to Brooklyn Johnson 
(11): my ability to throw 
great parties. 

I, Sha’maya Behanan, 
hereby will to Jasmine
Flowers (11): my parking 
pass. 



Senior Goodbyes As we say farewell to this year’s senior class, underclassmen offer 
some parting words to their graduating friends.

Mayleigh Vanhoose (11) to 
Megan Tackett: Thanks for 
being one of  my best friends. 
I’ll miss our drives together. 
#freemexicanfood, and to Bryce 
Harrison: I’ll miss you buddy 
and all of  the insiders we have.

Keely Keene (11) to Bryce 
Harrison: I’ll miss you. You 
definitely made anatomy great 
this year. Good luck pursuing 
your career.

Tyler Boyken (10) to Seth 
Boyken: As my brother, you 
have always had my back and 
I always had yours. I have seen 
you become a father in the last 
year and cannot believe how 
lucky your little girl is to have 
you. This last year with you 
beside me has been a great year 
and I say thank you for being 
my brother.

Fernando Hernandez (11) to 
Keghan Wayne Sparks: Thank 
you for helping me through high 
school. Your ideas and support 
influenced and helped me to 
make choices in life. I wish 
you good luck on your path to 
success!

Taylor Rader (11) to Hagan 
Wells, Maddie Mann, Thomas 

Cantrell, and Jordan Vallejo: 
You all made my Smoke Signals 
experience an amazing one. I’m 
going to miss you all so much 
and I will always remember all 
our laughs. You are all going to 
do amazing things!

Austin Crim (11) to Mason 
Berry: S.A.F.T.B., and to Tavian 
Daughtery: S.A.F.T.B. 

Kaitlyn Horn (11) to Caroline 
Handshoe: Thank you for being 
such a great friend, and I wish 
you the best of  luck when you’re 
in college.

Logan Windburn (11) to 
Andrew Tobin: You’re my best 
friend and I am so proud of  
you! I know you’re going to do 
big things.

JT Settles (10) to the Band 
seniors: Marching band won’t 
be the same without y’all. Come 
back to see us! Thanks for all 
the fun times!

EA Nisbet (9) to Pearce 
Nisbet: Thanks for being an 
awesome role model and show-
ing me right from wrong! I will 
miss you but I know you’ll have 
fun at Transy! Love ya! and to 
Sophie Sams: I don’t know what 
I’m going to do without you 

around keeping me laughing. 
Have fun and keep doing you!

Brianna Burton (11) to    
Brittany Burton: Thanks to my 
big sister Brittany for being 
there for me when I needed you. 
I love you; and to Noah Mullins: 
Thank you for being the best 
friend I have ever asked for, and 
thank you for making 2017 and 
2018 the best. 

Kaylyn Hagedorn (11) to the 
Smoke Signals seniors: I’m so 
glad to be a part of  this amazing 
staff  with you all! You guys have 
become like a family to me. I 
will miss you all!

Chase Dixon (11) to Chase 
Taylor, Zeke King, Gavin 
Kirk, Houston Goodman, and 
Frederick Williams: Goodbye. 
I hope you have a good rest of  
your life, and I will miss you at 
school. I am glad to be y’all’s 
friend. 

Brooklyn Johnson (11) to 
Shannon Ramey: Thank you for 
being my guide throughout high 
school. Thank you for being my 
soccer pal all these years. Good 
luck in Campbellsville and I will 
be cheering you on. This isn’t a 
goodye, it’s a new hello, and to 

Maddie Mann: I love you, Sloth! 
Thank you for putting up with 
me all these years. I will take 
care of  your cat while you’re 
gone. I’ll watch over Angus for 
you.

Kayla Canafax (11) to Jordan 
Jones: See ya! Love ya! (not as 
much as Ashton though).

Caitlyn Sutton (10) to Maria 
Martinez: The smushed marsh-
mallows will never be the same. 
WHO ARE WE?! AAAGGGH-
HHH, and to Cheyenne Martin: 
Thank you for taking me under 
your wing and being one of  my 
guard moms.

 Jacob Fraley (10) to Austin 
Clark: Next year isn’t going to 
be the same without you.

Harley LeMaster (11) to 
Rebecca Eaves: I love you and 
will miss you beyond measure, 
and to Makenzie Dummitt: 
Where do I begin with you? 
I will not survive next year 
without you.

Charli O’Dell (10) to Shelby 
Barnes: It’s been a long, compli-
cated two years with you, Shelbs. 
I wouldn’t trade our friendship 
for the world. Good luck! and to 
Madison Plowman: It’s so unfair 

that we didn’t get close until this 
year. I’m going to miss you so 
much. You’re the best cousin 
ever!

Katlyn Hall (11) to Makenzie 
Dummitt: Thanks for teaching 
me how to be as cool as you! 
Love you bunches, and to Lyric 
Campbell: I am so grateful I’ve 
gotten to know you this year. 
You’re so kind and you never 
fail to make me laugh. Love you!

Veronica Flack (11) to Amy 
Ginter: Thanks for the laughs 
and nonstop running into each 
other. Come see me! I love you! 
You’ll do great things, and to 
Makenzie Dummitt: Thanks 
for your magic tricks and giving 
me more sarcasm (who knew I 
could have more?)

Johnny Reno (11) to “Ben 
Tennyson”: He was technically 
our JROTC mascot. He’s fun to 
be around, and is always a good 
laugh. He will be missed.

Mrs. Greenwell to Michael 
Peyton: I will miss you… be-
cause I’ll have to run my own 
copies.



Senior Goodbyes
Lauren Mathieu (11) to 

Luke Mathieu: Thanks for the 
rides to school. You finally 
made it through high school. 
I’m going to miss you, and to 
Blake Pedigo: I am glad we 
became friends. I am going to 
be lost without someone to 
cheer me up on a bad day.

Keaton Breitenbach (11) to 
Amaya Anthony: I’m going to 
miss you so much! Don’t have 
too much fun in college. Love 
you!

Hunter Dawson (11) to   
Emily Rice: I will miss you 
making my day every day with 
your beautiful smile.

Haley Snell and Olivia 
Montgomery (11) to Lauren 
Palmer and Kathryn Gallen-
stein: We will miss you two so 
much. Thank you for all the 
times you made us laugh until 

we cried. We know you all will 
THRIVE in college. 424 lives 
on.

Alexis Garza (9) to Justin 
Garza: I will miss you I guess. 
Love you, Justin.

Jordyn Slone (11) to Allison 
West: I’m going to miss you so 
much! Don’t have too much 
fun partying in college. Love 
you!

Sydney Miller (11) to Shelby 
Benson: I’m going to miss you 
so much! I can’t wait to see 
what WKU holds for you and 
hopefully I’ll be there with you 
next year!

Rachel Ball (9) to Ally    
Spencer: Look how far you 
have come! You’re a senior 
and you’re graduating! While 
you go to college, always keep 
God first! Good luck on your 
adventure after high school.

Sam Smith (10) to Jacob 
Congleton: I hope you live a 
good life.

Kailyn Kochel (11) to     
Makenzie Dummitt: I love you 
for leaving me in HAVPA, and 
I’m saying this with confi-
dence, so you have to believe 
it. I would love you more if  
you didn’t graduate because I 
guess I am going to miss you.

Santana Hall (11) to 
Steven Smith: I am so proud 
of  you, bub. You may not be 
my biological brother, but 
I love you like one. I am going 
to miss not seeing you at 
school anymore. But congrats 
on graduating. Can’t wait to 
watch you. I love you, bub; and 
to James Ross: I am so proud 
you’re graduating but I’m 
going to miss you not being 
here next year. What am I 

supposed to do if  someone 
messes with me? I love you, 
and congrats on making it 
through high school.

Jaylan Homan (11) to all 
seniors: Goodbye all seniors! 
By now you are all on your 
deathbeds due to senioritis. 
Get well soon!

Bailey Sidwell (10) to 
Ashton Sidwell: Goodbye, 
Ashton! You will be dearly 
missed... and so will your 
parking space. I know you will 
do great after high school! 
Love you!

Trent Martin (11) to my 
“cousins” in Wiseman’s class: 
You will be missed by me. You 
always let me help you work. 
I will miss our fun times in 
Wiseman’s. I love you, cousins. 
Thanks for the crayons.

Madison Malicote (11) to 
Elizabeth John: Goodbye, 
Johnny boy. I love you very 
much and I hope you get 
everything you want, especially 
$25 worth of  Taco Bell just 
off  the dollar menu.

Noah Lake (11) to Zeke Poe 
and Justin Allen: You were the 
only seniors worth something 
to me.

Marcus Wiseman (11) to 
Zeke Poe: Before I met you, I 
didn’t like you. I thought you 
were a jerk, but I was wrong. 
You joined working on J & W 
Farms and you became a great 
friend. Even though you are 
leaving GRC, I will still see 
that orange truck around. I 
hope you get wild in college, 
I envy you and will miss you 
dearly, friend.

As we say farewell to this year’s senior class, underclassmen offer 
some parting words to their graduating friends.



Andrew Allen: “My name is 
Andrew, not Justin.”

Shelby Barnes: “When’s this 
due again?”

Zachary Barnett: “The joy of  
life comes from our encounters 
with new experiences, and hence 
there is no greater joy than to 
have an endlessly changing 
horizon, for each day to have a 
new and different sun.” 
-Chris McCandless

Kelly Beazley: “The future 
belongs to those who believe in 
the beauty of  their dreams.” 
-Eleanor Roosevelt

ShaMaya Behanan: “What 
feels like the end, is only the 
beginning.”

Ya’Mia Bell: “I mean...I’m 
Boujee.”

Shelby Benson: “Don’t let 
what they want eclipse what you 
need…” -Christina Yang

David Blanco “If  the 
present is of  a flight, the 
future is ours.” -Che

Courtney Brewer: “I’m on 
the hunt for who I’ve not yet 
become.”

Ty Clark: “Mama we made 
it.” -Quavo

Jacob Clay: “Time you 
enjoyed wasting, was not 
wasted.” -John Lennon

April Collins: “Life is so 
ironic; it takes sadness to know 
what happiness is, noise to 
appreciate silence and absence 
to value presence.”

Chelsea Cook: “Love the life 
you live. Live the life you love. 
-Bob Marley

Breanna Epperson: “They 
call me Boots.”

Lucas Ferrell: “Inside every 
cynical person is a disappointed 
idealist.” -George Carlin

Eliana Robbins-Foust: “True 
happiness is to enjoy the 
present, without anxious 
dependence upon the future.”

Christian Gaige Goodwin: 
“Live to get what you earn, not 
what you think you deserve.”

Cecily Hall: “You can’t use 
that as your senior quote.” 
-Mrs.Crosby

Blake Hardman: “Talk low, 
talk slow, and don’t talk too 
much.” -John Wayne

James Hughes: “A good life is 
a peaceful and quiet life.”

Gabriel Lay: “All of  this 
looking back is gonna break 
your neck.” -Gary Vee

Emberli Lloyd: “When you 
are on the mountain tops of  
life, learn to bow, and when you 
are in the valleys of  life learn to 
stand tall.” -Tauren Wells

Cheyenne Martin: “For 
beautiful eyes, look for the good 
in others; for beautiful lips, 
speak only words of  kindness; 
and for poise, walk with the 
knowledge that you are never 
alone.” -Audrey Hepburn

Blake Pedigo: “I want you 
to know now, I’m ready to let 
you go, but I savored every 
moment.” 

Madison Plowman: “Live 
every day as if  it’s the last day of  
your extraordinary life.” 
-Richard Curtis

Zeke Poe: “Real life doesn’t 
travel in a perfect straight line; it 
doesn’t necessarily have that ‘all 
lived happily ever after’ bit. You 
have to work on where you’re 
going.” -Chris Kyle

Chevi Price: “I can. I will. 
End of  story.”

James Landon Martin: “You 
catch flys with honey, but you 
catch more honeys being fly.”

Shayla McClain: “Like Wild-
flowers; you must allow yourself  
to grow in all places thought you 
never would.” -E.V. Thompson

Callie Jo Miracle: “Never 
change. You don’t need people 
in life who don’t appreciate you 
for the real you.” -Ethan Dolan

Gracyn Rogers: “Every day 
may not be good but there is 
something good in every day.”

Megan Sadler: “The oldest 
and strongest emotion of  man-
kind is fear, and the oldest and 
strongest kind of  fear is fear of  
the unknown.” -H.P Lovercraft

Daniel Slusher: “She say 
Shaggy do you love me I tell her 
only partly; I only love my dog 
and my pasta; I’m sorry.”

Autumn L. Stanfield: “A 
strong woman looks a challenge 
in the eyes and gives it a wink.” 
-Gina Carey

Elizabeth Stevens: “Do the 
scary thing first and get scared 
later.” -Lemony Snicket

Bryce Thomas: “Stupid is as 
stupid does.” -Forrest Gump

Jayla Thurman: “Your value 
doesn’t increase based on 
someone’s inability to see your 
worth.”

Joshua Tipton: “If  my time 
in high school was turned into a 
movie, it would win all the 
academy awards in the first 
month aired.”

Andrew Tobin: “I ain’t here 
for a long time, I’m here for a 
good time.” -George Strait

Zemond Turley: “Don’t give 
them no more chances; they had 
their turn. Everything happens 
for a reason; there’s things you 
had to learn from them.” -Drake

Kyle Vanover: “Don’t judge 
each day by the harvest you reap 
but by the seeds that you plant.”

Whitney Walker: “All our 
dreams can come true if  we 
have the courage to pursue 
them.” -Walt Disney

Justin Allen: “Thanks to 
GRC, I learned to right good.”

Aubrey Carpenter: “Legacy... 
What is a legacy? It’s planting 
seeds in a garden you never get 
to see.” -Lin Manuel Miranda’s 
Hamilton: an American Musical

Senior quotes Seniors were given the chance to submit a senior 
quote for the 2017-2018 yearbook. Below are some of 

the quotes seniors submitted.



Advice for the journey Congratulations, Class of 2018! As you move forward 
to the next chapter, remember this advice from some 

of our teachers and staff members.

Your high school best is not 
good enough. Your charitable 
notions are not kind enough. 
Your cool, hip ideas and fash-
ion sense are lame and regret-
table. All your notions are sad, 
pathetic copycats of the 80s 
and 90s. College is a time for 
self-discovery and becoming 
who you are meant to be so 
quit living in the fake world 
and get off social media. Also, 
burritos are really tasty. 
-Mr. Sizemore

From a retired Army Officer:
1.  Have a “back-up” plan to 
what you intend on doing 
after high school.
2.  No matter what job or 
position you obtain, always 
strive to do your very best at 
all times, even when you don’t 
feel like you are being 
rewarded.
Based upon years of  
experience...
- Colonel Alexander

“The Last Child” 
Haiku by Tobias Reginald 
Washington:
Learn to fly, you did.
Spread your wings and soar, 
you will.
Empty, the nest is.
-Mr. Johnson

Save yourself time and figure 
out how to do what you love.  
Your heart will return to it 
later anyway.
-Ms. Wells

No matter how you feel,
Get up, 
Dress up,
Show up,
and NEVER give up!
Congrats, Class of 2018. You 
have what it takes to change 
the world!!
-Ms. Stoneking

KINDNESS matters!  
-Ms. Cobb

DON’T TEXT AND DRIVE !!!!
-Mr. Ison

If you want to be treated 
like an adult and taken 
seriously, keep words like 
“extra,” “weak,” and “butt 
hurt” to yourself. Speak 
intelligently and you’ll be 
treated intelligently. You are 
graduating from fake life 
into real life. Get ready...and 
breathe. 
-Mrs. Wilson

So a person thinks, so they 
will be.
-Dr. Lucas

Two things. One:  You always 
have a choice in what you do 
or how you react. Remember, 
no matter how you feel, you 
always have control over your 
actions, regardless of circum-
stance, or what others do or 
say. You get to decide whether 
things get better or worse ev-
ery second of your life.
Two: Be a “doer.” Ideas are 
great, but if you really want 

something to happen, you 
have to go make it happen. 
Just take a step at a time, and 
don’t stop!
-Ms. Lewis

Dream big; if you believe in 
yourself you will be success-
ful. Remove all doubt; blot it 
out. Believe and achieve.
-Mr. Albright

Working hard and networking 
will get you anywhere.  Take 
risks...don’t let fear hold you 
back.  Above all, never give up 
or you will regret it someday.  
-Mr. Little

It is never too early to start 
saving for retirement. Invest 
at least 10% of your income 
in a Roth IRA. Compound 
interest is amazing.
-Mr. Cunningham

Now, the journey REALLY 
begins! Whatever your goals 
may be, don’t ever forget Earl 
Nightingale’s quote: “Never 
give up on a dream because 
of how long it takes to accom-
plish it; the time will pass any-
way.” Soak up every moment 
because you’ll blink, and the 
ride will be in the rear view 
mirror. I especially want to 
send out all of my love to my 
former “kiddos.” I’m grateful 
I got to play a small part in 
your journey and can’t wait to 
hear about all of your success-
es. Get out there and chase 
those dreams because they’re 

there for the taking! PS: don’t 
forget to bring me a gradu-
ation announcement for my 
senior wall! I want to show 
off my pride and joy...ALL OF 
YOU!!! #classof2018 #dream-
chasers
-Mrs. Newton

There will inevitably be times 
when you say, “I don’t feel like 
going to class. We’re not doing 
anything anyway.” You will be 
wrong. GO. TO. CLASS.
-Mr. Williamson

“The child who refuses to 
travel in the father’s harness, 
this is the symbol of man’s 
most unique capability. I do 
not have to be what my father 
was. I do not have to obey my 
father’s rules or even believe 
everything he believed. It is 
my strength as a human that 
I can make my own choices of 
what to believe and what not 
to believe, of what to be and 
what not to be.” -Frank Herbert
-Mrs. Ison

Wherever you go and 
whatever you do, always 
remember: Underneath we 
are all the same.
-Mrs. Crosby

As you go out into this world, 
be kind, believe in yourself, 
believe in your dreams, and 
be willing to work hard to get 
where you want to go!  
DO or do not; there is no TRY!  
~Master Yoda
-Ms. Johnson



Spring Sports Drawing 
to a Close

Luke Martin 11
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Brady Turner 11

Tyler W
alton 12

Tyler W
alton 12

The baseball team went undefeated in 
district games. The Cards outscored their 
opponents 49-10 in the six games. 

Courtney Miles 11

Kendall Harrison 9

The tennis team 
competed in the region 

tournament on the 5th. Luke 
Martin and Maxwell Clark 

made it to the quarterfinals in 
the boys’ doubles. Tess Neeley 

and Hayden Turley also 
made it to the

quartfinals.

Smoke Signals Photos; Baseball Photos By Harley LeMaster

Tony Lin 10

Haley Goldhahn 12



Tess Neeley 12

Dakota Puckett 10

Ethan Neal 11Ethan Neal 11

Christina Young 11The softball team finished 
second in the district. The Lady 
Cards swept both Montgomery 
County and Paris

The track and 
field team competed in 

the 3A Region 6 meet on 
the 12th. Julia Pohl finished 

first in long jump, and second 
in high jump. Makenzie
Cooper also finished top 

five in long jump.

Noah Lake, Alex Dunaway, Allen Powe, and Robert Powe 
qualified for the KHSAA State Tournament for bass fishing. 

Claire Brandenburg 12
Makenzie Cooper 10

Tre’Von Jones 12

Tre’Von Jones 12



Future college athletes 

TRE’VON JONES

CHASE TAYLOR

SHA’MAYA BEHANAN BREANNA EPPERSON

JOSH BAILEY

CAMERON DOVEHUNTER CAUDILL 

Midway 
Golf

Midway 
Volleyball

UPike
Football & Track

Mount St. Joseph 
Soccer

UPike 
Baseball

Lindsey Wilson 
Basketball

Midway 
Soccer

CLAYTON PARKS

Midway 
Soccer

CLAIRE BRANDENBURG

Midway 
Softball

DASIA GLANTON

Midway 
Track

WHITNEY WALKER 

Asbury 
Softball

CLARA COOKE 

Georgetown 
Cheer

BO BILLINGS

Georgetown 
Baseball

NICK WILLOUGHBY

Kentucky Christian 
Football

LAURA MARTIN

Transy 
Soccer

MEAGHAN CURREN

Transy
Soccer

WILL PHILPOT

Alice Lloyd
Basketball

SHANNON RAMEY

Campbellsville
Soccer

Smoke Signals Photos; Baseball Photos By Harley LeMaster

Editor’s Note: these students are the only seniors 
who have committed to play college sports that  

Smoke Signals has been made aware of. 



When you think of  who is the 
greatest of  all time to have ever 
picked up a basketball it comes 
down to two players: Michael
Jordan and LeBron James.

James has been the face of
basketball since his rookie year in 
the ‘03-‘04 season. But Jordan has 
been the true face of  basketball 
since the ‘84-‘85 season. 

Jordan is a six-time world
champion. Jordan’s Chicago Bulls 
went 6-0 in The Finals.

Jordan averaged above 30 points 
in each one of  his championship 
runs and was the Finals MVP in
all six. 

People say that the league is 
harder to play in today, which is 
why a lot of  people give James the 
edge. 

But these people fail to realize 
the true physicality and talent of  
the players in Jordan’s times.

Jordan played in an era with 
some of  the all time greats like
Larry Bird, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
and Magic Johnson. The era in 
which Jordan played was twice as 
physically demanding as it is now. 

This era brought us the Jordan 
Rules – a tactic used by the
Detroit Pistons who went under 
the nickname “Bad Boys.”

The Pistons knew that Jordan 
was too hard to stop playing
normally, so they decided that 
every time he would go for a layup 

that they would foul him as hard as 
possible.

In today’s era you don’t see
anymore of  this kind of  play. 

In the today’s league, you can’t 
hand check or commit any of  
these fouls without a fl agrant being 
called. James has taken 515 more 
free throws then Jordan ever took. 

Jordan has outscored James 
32,292 to 31,038 in fewer games. 
Jordan was a special player. He 
seemed to always score with such 
ease.

Jordan is the greatest player to 
have ever played the game. James is 
a close second, but you can’t argue 
against what Jordan did throughout 
his career. 

Spencer McCord
Multimedia Staff

Michael Jordan is still 
the best

Crown King James as the Greatest
of All-Time

LeBron James and Michael Jordan are 
from two completely eras.
Despite this, basketball is still
basketball. Whether it’s the 80s or
the 2000s, both of  these athletes are 
incredibly talented. 

For someone to say that Michael 
Jordan is better because he played in a 
“better era” is an injustice to LeBron and 
the entire league. 

In fact, I argue that the current playing 
level of  the NBA is even higher than 
when MJ played. From Westbrook, Du-
rant, and even the players on the bench-
es, every athlete in the league is capable 
of  torching any defender.

Another thing many people claim is 
that Jordan’s era was much more phys-
ical. However, the reason for this is 
because the players simply weren’t as 
good as they are now. Few people were 
capable of  keeping up with MJ, they had 
to resort to fouling him.

Yes, LeBron doesn’t have as good of  
a record in the Finals, but the teams and 

players he has played against are much 
tougher opponents. 

LeBron’s squared off  with Tim Dun-
can three times, been guarded by annual 
Defensive Player of  the Year candidates 
in Kawhi Leonard, Andre Iguadala, and 
Draymond Green, and beat an OKC 
team with Kevin Durant, Russell West-
brook, and James Harden. 

None of  these compare to LeBron 
beating the best regular-season team of  
all time, coming back from a 3-1 defi cit 
and winning in a 7th game. 

Michael Jordan went 6-6 in the
Finals. However, MJ didn’t do it alone. 
He had one of  the best coaches of  all 
time, Phil Jackson, and two great
teammates in Scottie Pippen and
Dennis Rodman.

In multiple years of  his career, LeBron 
has carried his team to deep postseason 
runs. Look at his 2007 run, in which he 
singlehandedly carried the Cavaliers to 
the Finals.

Recently LeBron has played alongside 
some great players like Dwayne Wade 
and Kyrie Irving, but who was the best 
coach he every played under? None of  
them compare to Jackson.

Jordan scored more than LeBron. 
However, LeBron is much more of  an 
all around player. He averages more 
rebounds and assists per game, each by a 
substantial margin. 

Proving this, Michael Jordan had 31 
triple-doubles in his career, while LeBron 
has over 70, and is still going.

Michael Jordan is undeniably great. 
However, he is second to only LeBron 
James.  

Is LeBron James better than Michael Jordan? 
Sta�  members go helmet to helmet

Nick Hounshell
Sports Editor



Photos by Sydney Miller

Congratulations,
Class of 2018!


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	page 12 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24

