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“Keeping it honest and 
keeping it real.”

As the second semester of  
the 2017-2018 school year 
kicks into gear, Hagan Wells 
and John Janes are tackling 
student government using 
this motto.

The senior class recently 
elected Wells as class presi-
dent and Janes, vice president.

However, in addition to 
working to fulfi ll the needs of  
the senior class, they also in-
tend to tackle any issues that 
may affect the entire student 
body.

“We are going to start 
thinking about what paths we 
are going to take and what
issues we are going to focus 
on once the monthly meet-
ings get started,” says Wells.

Wells’  promise through-
out his campaign was to not 
make any promises he could 
not keep, but to instead take 
everyone’s concerns into 
account, and do his best to 
meet those needs.

“I just want to be here to 
support the senior class in 
whatever changes they want 
to make,” says Wells.

While he is very open to 
suggestion from his fellow 
students, he does have a few 

ideas in mind to make the 
graduating class’s senior year 
great. He is taking some of  
his predecessor’s successful 
ideas into account as well.

“One of  the ideas last 
year’s president, Andrew 
Clark, had was to create a 
prom playlist,” Wells says. “I 
thought that went very well, 
so I intend to do that again 
this year by collecting songs 
from seniors.”

He will be accepting
requests through his social 
media accounts up until 
prom.

Janes is also very excited 
to take on the role of  vice 
president. “I am looking 

forward to work-
ing alongside 
Hagan this year,” 
says Janes, “I am 
hoping we will be 
able to make some 
positive changes to 
make this a year to 
remember for this 
year’s seniors.”

The two will 
work together for 
the rest of  the 
school year to help 
voice the
opinions of  not 
only the senior class, 
but all of  GRC, all 
the while keeping it 
honest and keeping 
it real. 

Calendars are typically 
rather mundane, but this 
year’s school calendar is 
suddenly a popular conver-
sation topic.

As of  right now, the last 
day for students, as well as 
graduation, sits on Friday, 
May 25. 

The science behind this is 
that the end date was 

originally May 24, but we 
have missed six inclement 
weather days and one for the 
solar eclipse.

A total of  fi ve days were 
built into this year’s calendar 
for just this purpose. The 
fi ve days have been utilized 
and the Board of  Education 
also decided Jan. 23 to have 
school on Presidents’ Day. 

This results in the addition 
of  a single day from the 
original May 24 date.

According to Greg Hollon, 
Director of  Pupil Personnel 
for Clark County Schools, if  
we miss any more days, each 
one will be added onto the 
end of  the year, pushing our 
end date and graduation date 
past Memorial Day.

Keep in mind it is only 
January, and the weather 
predictions are hinting that 
winter is far from over.

Though graduation has tra-
ditionally been set on the last 

day of  school, no state law 
exists restricting districts from 
setting graduation prior to the 
last day of  school. That is a 
decision for the Clark County 
Board of  Education. 

The school calendar varies 
every year as different events 
affect decision making.

Hollon said the last record 
check shows that Clark 
County is ranked fi rst among 
non-independent school dis-
tricts for the amount of

instructional hours
completed.

The information provided 
by Hollon reveals that we 
attend 1,158 school hours. 
The state requires only 1,062.

These additional hours are 
what allowed our district the
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Lauren Brinegar and Quinton Boone 
were elected President and Vice 

president of  the junior class. Tanner 
Summers and Corey Terrell are the 

other two junior representatives.



The party doesn’t start until after grad
Project Grad brings fun to seniors; 
program in need of volunteers

Veronica Flack
Multimedia Staff

Graduation is one of  the 
biggest moments of  your 
life, but what comes after is 
just as important. 

Project Grad is a great 
after-graduation opportu-
nity for seniors to have fun 
in a safe environment and 
celebrate their transition 
into adult life.

Project Grad will take 
place at GRC around 11:30 
the night of  graduation 
and will continue until the 
morning. 

All activities for seniors 
are free unless you bring 
a guest, which is a $10 
fee. 

For attending the entire 

event, you will receive a 
t-shirt, gift cards and a gift 
bag. Seniors may also enter 
to win gifts such as dorm 
room essentials, Legends 
tickets and so much more. 

Guests are not eligible 
for the prizes.

“We have everything 
you can imagine going on,” 
says Kathie Sosby, who has 
planned Project Grad in 
previous years. 

Games will be available 
throughout the night for 
seniors. 

Some games include 
escape rooms, karaoke, and 
infl atables. Food will also 
be available all night due to 
business donations.

While all of  this sounds 

fun, it can’t be done with-
out the help of  both GRC 
parents and the community. 

 “We need parents get-
ting involved and helping 
out or it won’t happen,” 
Sosby says. 

For this event, parent 
chaperones are also needed 
to ensure the safe environ-
ment for all students.

The next parent meeting 
will be Thursday, Feb. 1, at
6 p.m. in the GRC library. 

All senior parents are 
welcome to come and be 
a part of  this memorable 
school tradition.



GRC Drummer Makes 
All-State Band

Percussionist Austin Clark (12) qualifi ed 
for All-State band and will perform in 

February.

JROTC Goes to round 2 of JLab
JROTC’s two JLAB teams fi nished in 

the top 50 percent in the country on the 
1st Level Exam and will take the next 
level exams in two weeks.

JLAB stands for JROTC Leadership 
and Academic Bowl and is an online exam taken across 
the country.

The GRC teams will take both Level 2 exams (the 
academic team test and the leadership team test) on 
Wednesday, Feb 14, in the ROTC classroom. A qualifying 
score will earn the cadets a chance to go to the 
championship round in Washington, D.C., this summer. 
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Nursing students off er BP checks, EKGs
On Monday, Jan. 8, and Thursday, Jan. 11, the EKG Technology 
class, which is a part of  the HOSA pathway, held 2 EKG Clinics. The 
Clinics were held to prepare for their clinicals at a Cardiac Rehab 
Facility. Featured are several students
participating in the Clinic.

Clockwise from left, Cameron Dove prepares a 
volunteer patient for an EKG; Breanna Jones draws 
blood; Shannon Ramey positions the blood pressure 
cuff; Xavia Hampton checks Mrs. Abner’s oxygen 
levels.

Smoke Signals Photos

Submit news items for In & Around to 
grc.journalism@clark.kyschools.us.



SS: Do you feel Cinderella’s 
Closet makes a difference?

M: Yes, because it allows girls to attend prom that are 
cost prohibited. Everyone should be able to go. 

Everyone should have that memory.

SS: Have you considered 
offering guys apparel?

M: We haven’t that yet; it seems like a great idea to 
expand on for next year.

SS: Do you think Cinderella’s 
Closet impacts the lives of students?

KR: It could help out a lot of students. Not many partici-
pate in donating, but it has potential. 

Smoke Signals staff member Lauren Brinegar sat 
down with Mrs. Madsen and NHS offi cer Katie Rose to 

discuss the local charity’s operation.

Cinderella’s Closet makes dreams come true
“Bippity Boppity Boo.” The classic fairy 

tale, Cinderella, can come true for girls at GRC.
Cinderella’s Closet provides dresses to help 

make girls’ prom dreams come true.
The National Honors Society has adopted 

the tradition of  Cinderella’s Closet this year. It 
was fi rst started by a group of  students in 2010.

The only change that NHS is bringing is 
getting racks made by the welding students for 
the dresses so they are easily accessible by the 
students.

Cinderella’s Closet turns dresses into dreams, 
making prom possible for many who wouldn’t 
be able to attend without a little magic.

From left, Shana Rose, Haily Bush, and Katie Rose pose with the dresses. Story By Lauren Brinegar; Photo by Katlyn Hall
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Signals on social 

media!
Add us on Snapchat:
@smokesignalsgrc

Like us on Facebook:
@Smoke Signals 
Newspaper

Follow us on Twitter:
@grcnewspaper

Follow us on 
Instagram:
@grcsmokesignals

ability to build fi ve days into 
the calendar in the fi rst place.

According to Hollon, one 
more additional day could be 
used without us going under 
the 170-day minimum re-
quirement for a school year.

The calendar for Clark 
County Schools pushes the 
maximum instructional hours 
because, as Board member 
Judy Hicks pointed out by 

email to Smoke Signals and 
also has stated at board meet-
ings, “Clark County is not a 
minimum district.”

What is the reason for not 
using one more day we have 
built up in extra instructional 
hours as a make-up day for 
students?

Could the Class of  2018 
have commencement before 
the offi cial last day of  school?

These are questions only 
our Board of  Education can 
answer.

Due to time limitations 
because of  lost class time in 
January, Smoke Signals has 
not yet contacted the Board 
members regarding the cal-
endar.

However, we will give them 
the chance to provide insight 
for publication in a later issue.

As of  now, the last day of  
school in Clark County is 
Friday, May 25. It remains 
to be seen whether Mother 
Nature has other plans.



With the new year in full 
swing, it is time to start 
enacting change into the 
school and community that 
will affect GRC for the 
better. 

Smoke Signals has identi-
fi ed a few adjustments that 
could be made within GRC, 
and we suggest some ways 
to deal with these issues.

1. Incorporate announce-
ments into the school day 
so students and teachers 
will be informed.

These announcements 
could be given before or 
after the pledge, or during 
eighth period, and would 
only take up a few seconds 
of  the teachers’ class time. 

2. Allow students to eat 
in the Courtyard when the 
weather permits as a way 
to reward them for good 
grades and behavior. 

Small actions like this
go a long way to make 
school more enjoyable for 
students, and it is a very 
simple change to make. 

This change will make 
lunch more fun, give stu-
dents a chance to get some 
fresh air, and incentivize 
students to have good 
grades and behavior.

3. Have class offi cer
elections the year before
the next year so student 
leaders will get a head start 
on having a voice. 

Student government has 
already come a long way in 
the past few years, but hav-
ing elections in December 
only gives the representa-
tives one semester to effect 
change. 

By holding offi cer elec-
tions the year before, 
students can get a jump on 

their plans for the 
following year, and 
have more time to 
make change happen 
at the beginning of  
the school year.

4. Allow offi cers to 
meet with administra-
tors on a regular basis 
to advise them on 
student concerns and 
make suggestions for
improvements. 

By sitting in during 
certain administration 
meetings and being 
able to present their 
ideas, students will 
have a voice at school 
and a say in what goes 
on inside.

5. Enhance school spirit 
by holding pep rallies for 
certain grades. Pep rallies 
have been missing at GRC 
since we moved into the 

new school and arrange-
ments need to be made to 
have some type of  pep rally 
on big game days.

This would boost school 

spirit all around, an attri-
bute this school has lacked 
for a while.

new school and arrange-

2018: Time for Change
Suggested Resolutions for GRC

Illustration by Emma Mitmesser



Does something grind your gears? What makes you pull your hair out? We asked students these same questions to fi nd out 
their pet peeves. They were given only one stipulation: their ranting had to be exactly 100 words- no more, no less.

Justin Hackworth, 12th

Mackenzie Crowl, 11th

Megan Cady, 12th

Taylor Plowman, 10th
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• Honking/ playing 
music in the parking lot

• Tra�  c � ow in the 
hallways

• DanceBlue
• African American 

History door decorations

Bad drivers, am I right? They’re a plague on society with 
their blatant disregard for others. It seems like you 

can’t even leave the house without running into 
someone who doesn’t seem to understand the rules 
of  the road. It ranges from not turning right on red 
to not using turn signals, to driving like Vin Diesel 
in a street race. This may be the mindset of  a bitter 

old man, but it frustrates me to no end that I have 
to accommodate for people that think the law 
doesn’t apply to them. Stay safe on the road my 
boys.

Government shutdowns are the worst. Politicians are unable to 
successfully pass a budget through Congress and thus, the 
government has run out of  money. This shutdown is a 
likely result of  politicians in both parties being unwilling 
to compromise on what their party believes is essential, 
whether it be money for the wall. Or DACA. American 
people and policy have become bargaining chips for
politicians. Also, now government employees like my 
mom are on furlough. This means she had to report to 
work this morning and isn’t getting paid. No wonder
Congress has an approval rating lower than my grades.

Something that really upsets me about our school is that 
swimming isn’t recognized. Most students and even 

teachers at this school don’t know that there’s a swim 
team. I walked into class with my letterman jacket 
on the other day and someone said, “How do you 
have a letterman jacket?” No one ever comes to the 
swim meets; students aren’t told when swim meets 

are and our results are never announced! If  we were 
any other sport, then everyone would know when 
our meets were and how we did. We work just as 
hard as other sports; we deserve respect.

They’re something you cannot control. When they arrive, 
you either accept them or push them away with all your 
might. They can pop up out of  nowhere, and hit you as 
if  you were a fl y being slapped with a fl y swatter. They 
hurt and can be unexpected. Emotions are one of  the 
many terrible things that human beings have to deal 
with. It’s something that you have to learn to deal with. 
But, sometimes dealing with them is one of  the hardest 
things to do. Sadness, happiness, love, hate. Whether 
good or bad, we all have to feel them.

Traffi c is terrible! First, you are fi ghting with traffi c all the 
way to school, and then you have to rush in and go up 

the stairs. I can see it, my fi rst period class. You hear 
the one-minute bell ring but it is only 8:33. After the 
one-minute bell confusion, you continue on to your 
classroom. The bell rings, and it is only 8:34! Not 
only did we have to get used to the bells being late, 
but now they are early! Hopefully, by the end of  the 
year, the bells, as well as the clocks, will be on sync.

Why have real pockets when you can have pointless fake 
pockets instead? Fake pockets are a frustrating thing. 
You go to stick money, keys, or chapstick in a pocket 
and then it all falls in the fl oor due to a fake pocket. 
I would rather have no pocket than fake ones. Why 
would a company offer a version of  a thing without 
the function? Pointless. Are they trying to save money? 
I don’t like carrying around a purse for a few items. 
I should be able to carry them in my pockets.
Companies need to stop the fake pocket illusion.
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Brooklyn Johnson, 11th

Jaylyn Turner, 10th
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Snow days or no extra days? 
While some students enjoy get-
ting out of  school earlier in May, 
a couple of  snow days aren’t 
going to make a difference.

Everybody deserves a break 
every once in a while. School puts 
so much stress on students, and 
sometimes it is nice to just be able 
to sit down for a day and relax. 

Whether that be by catching 
up on schoolwork, or just sitting 
on the couch to binge watch your 
favorite show, a day out of  school 
is still a day out of  school.

Not to mention, waking up 
expecting to get ready for school 
only to realize that it has been 
canceled is like waking up on 
Christmas morning to see dozens 
of  presents under the tree.

Additionally, while 
it may sound crazy, 
sometimes snow 
days make an 
impact on 
attendance. 

More specifi cally, many parents 
and student drivers don’t favor, or 
sometimes refuse, to drive in the 
snow. 

With this being said, sending 
students to school on a snowy 
day could result in low attendance 
for that day. 

This can also cause students 
and teachers to be unproductive 
due to the fact that there aren’t 
enough students in class to actu-
ally educate the students with a 
lesson.

Though summer is nice, a few 
extra days isn’t going to hurt 
anyone. Plus, you’re still getting 
a break, it is just scattered out 
throughout the cold weather. All 
in all, snow days are more ben-
efi cial for students and teachers 
because sometimes we all just 
need a little break.

Summer… summer… sum-
mer… the word we all love to 
hear. 

With summer vacation comes 
more opportunities that you 
don’t get during the school year. 
For instance, traveling or get-
ting a job are both experiences 
you could take part in to benefi t 
your future and discover hidden 
talents or hobbies.

Not to mention you can go to 
sleep whenever you want and you 
can wake up whenever you want. 
There is no schedule you have to 
follow; you have complete free-
dom.  

With that being said, a lon-
ger summer vacation increases 
a student’s chance to relax and 
allow them to decompress, which 
normally wouldn’t happen during 
school. 

Instead of  constantly doing 
one thing after another, things 
begin to slow down, which re-
sults in less stress and anxiety. 

Not only do you get to relax at 
home, some have the opportuni-
ty to really get away. 

Many students 
and their fami-
lies love to travel 

during summer vacation. Realis-
tically, students sometimes leave 
the same week that they get out 
for summer vacation. 

How are they supposed to do 
that if  we’re making up a bunch 
of  days? The chance to be re-
laxing on the beach in beautiful 
weather should be taken as soon 
as possible. 

Don’t you just love the smell 
of  sunscreen, the nice tan, and 
the feel of  sand on your bare 
feet?

Summer has a lot of  benefi ts 
that people want to experience 
for as long as they can. School 
is in session 10 out of  the 12 
months. 

I think summer deserves a lit-
tle more attention than just 16% 
of  the year.

Snow days vs. Summer break

Bring on SummerLet it Snow

 HEAD-TO-HEAD
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I never thought I’d actually 
say this but I don’t want to 
stay home anymore. I can’t 
stay at home anymore. 

I just can’t do it anymore. 
I can no longer tolerate 

spending day after day stuck 
inside my house. I didn’t 
know I could reach this level 
of  desperation, but here I 
am.

Here I was at the begin-
ning of  January, excited for 
the snow to come. “I could 
really use a small break from 
school,” I said to myself. 
How could I have expected 
the winter weather to be as 
severe as it was?

 Now there have been 
more snow days than I can 
handle. 

When school gets can-
celed, I have to do something 
during the times I would 
normally be at school.

The roads are too hazard-
ous to drive myself  anywhere, 
so I have to utilize whatever 
sources of  entertainment 
available. 

Let me tell you from ex-
perience that a human being 
can only watch television 
shows for so many consecu-
tive hours before they can’t 
take it anymore.

The cabin fever sets in and 

captures me in some strange 
altered state. As the time 
passes, I find myself  feeling 
more and more like Tom 
Hank’s character in the movie 
“Cast Away”. 

With no real form of  
human contact, I turn into a 
feral shell of  the man I was 
before the loneliness with-
ered me down.

 The mild awkwardness 
I once spoke with regress-
es into the mumblings of  a 
madman talking to himself  
only to preserve what little 
sanity still lingers within him. 

I soon find myself  unable 
to tell who I am anymore.

As the sun finally emerges 
days later, I shudder with fear 
at the thought of  having to 
readjust to normal life. 

How could I return to the 
normal life of  the man I was 
before the snow fell? Before 
the isolation? Before any rou-
tine I had was disregarded by 
nature and I was thrust into 
an endless tundra of  snow?

 Will I ever reach the end 
of  this vicious cycle of  fro-
zen precipitation? 

I can never be truly sure, 
but I can’t let myself  remain 
in that primitive state. 

I gather my sanity and 
drag myself  back out into the 

world of  the sun. Back into 
the world of  the living.

Eventually, as it does every 
year, winter fades into spring 
and the warm days erase the 
memories of  the snowy ones.

 Everything seems well 
again…at least until next 
winter.

Taylor Rader
Multimedia staff

Thomas Cantrell 
Opinions Editor

Snow days aren’t always winter wonderlands
Say no to Snow

Like. Reblog. Post. Repeat. 
This is an endless cycle many 
modern day teens have found 
themselves stuck in.

Throughout the years, 
social media has grown in 
popularity tremendously. 

With platforms such as 
Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, 
and Reddit, people have more 
access with one another than 
they have ever had before. 

As posters, we have be-
come more aware of  what 
goes on in other people’s 
lives due to these platforms. 

We are able to see our 
“friends’” vacation pictures 
or see their cousin’s step 

sister’s cute baby.  
However, with putting out 

“private” information, people 
are putting themselves at risk 
for invasion of  privacy and 
cyber-bullying.

Social media has quickly 
consumed the lives of  many. 
People have become more 
obsessed with how many 
followers they have or how 
many likes they get on a 
selfie. 

Social media has bred 
teens and kids alike into 
self-absorbed robots that feel 
they need others to validate 
their worth.

Not only has social media 

consumed lives, but it has 
also taken the lives of  many. 
Social media gives people the 
feeling of  being invincible 
and that they can say whatev-
er they want without reper-
cussion. 

It seems it has suddenly 
become cool to bully and 
make fun of  people on social 
media because it has suddenly 
become a cool new trend. 
Everyone knows that if  you 
don’t follow a trend then you 
are way behind.

Social media has also 
sparked harmful trends such 
as the Tide Pod challenge 
or the Kylie Jenner lip chal-
lenge. People have become so 

desensitized to violence and 
people getting hurt that they 
find these stupid challenges 
funny and cool. 

These platforms have 
become a cesspool for useless 
information and people have 
become so absorbed that 
they ignore the world around 
them. 

No one keeps up with 
the news anymore. No one 
wants to interact like normal 
humans anymore. We have 
become so focused on how 
many followers and friends 
we have online that we no 
longer care about face-to-face 
communication.

Social media needs to be 
taken seriously. 

When you are harming 
your own life and somebody 
else’s, then you have crossed 
the line. Think before you 
post.

Think before you speak

Social media breeds narcissism 



Hangin’ with Hagan
Movie Trivia Schmoedown ... underrated entertainment

In the entertainment in-
dustry, streaming is defi nitely 
taking over.

Platforms like Netfl ix and 
Hulu have started creating 
award-winning and buzz wor-
thy shows. However, there’s 
one show on YouTube that will 
captivate you way more than 
some Netfl ix Originals. That 
show is called the Movie Trivia 
Schmoedown. 

On the Collider Video 
channel, this biweekly show is 
a great escape into a world of  
trivia and interesting storylines. 
The Movie Trivia Schmoe-
down mixes wrestling-like 
dynamics with real movie trivia 
matches. With this show, come 

for the trivia and stay for the 
investing personalities.

Each match has three 
rounds consisting of  trivia 
questions from various genres 
and categories of  movies. 
There are various divisions of  
competition such as Singles, 
Teams, Innergeekdom (which 

involves geekier movies like 
Harry Potter, comic book 
movies, Lord of  the Rings, 
etc.), and Star Wars. Whoever 
has the most points at the end 

wins the match. With a sensi-
ble points system and devel-
oped set of  rules, the actual 
matches will have you on the 
edge of  your seat.

These matches all lead 
into grand events such as a 
Free-for-All as well as big title 
matches, where the top com-
petitors face off  in events such 
as the Collider Collision in the 
summer and the Schmoedown 
Spectacular in December.

A lot of  production goes 
into these, seeing as their 
results can shift the league in a 
matter of  minutes.

On top of  the matches, the 
storylines that are written are 
really interesting. The person-

alities in the Schmoedown are 
very unique and you’re sure to 
fi nd a competitor to support. 
From the villainous personali-
ties of  factions like The Lions 
Den to the dominate compet-
itors like Samm Levine, actor 
of  Freaks and Geeks fame, 
the relationships and confl icts 
between everyone add so many 
great layers to watching this 
trivia show.

All in all, if  you need a 
show that’s entertaining, cap-
tivating, and engrossing, you 
need to check out the Movie 
Trivia Schmoedown. The 
matches can be pretty long, 
ranging from around 30 min-
utes to two hours.

Yet, with as interesting as 
the entire production is, you’ll 
want to soak up every min-
ute of  it. So, go subscribe to 
Collider Videos, sit back, and 
play along with one of  the best 
shows not on TV.

Hagan Wells
Executive Multimedia

Editor
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Looking for a series that stands 
out in the sea that is YA Fantasy? Then Leigh Bardugo has the book for 
you. Set in a fi ctional world where superhuman abilities exist, a group of  
teenage criminals are recruited for a heist on the world’s most highly
protected fortress. Leading them is the youngest crime boss in the city, 
along with his most trusted and dangerous spy. A sharp-shooter with a 
gambling addiction and a runaway with secrets. A former  special-ops
convict and a girl who’s a literal heart breaker. Together they have to do the 

impossible to complete their mission, and get out to 
receive the reward. Somewhere along the way, they fi nd 
themselves in the business of  saving the world. This 
gripping duology has clever plot twists that keep you 
wondering what happens next, and characters who are 
relatable and stray far from the cookie-cutter YA pro-

tagonist. Six of  Crows is defi nitely worth the read.

There’s nothing better than a good book, but we in
Smoke Signals know it can be frustrating when you 
can’t seem to fi nd something to read. We gathered 
some of our own recommendations so that you can 

cozy up and get to reading.

Madeline Mann, 12th

Emma Mitmesser, 12th

Expanding Your 
Library

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo

The disturbing tale of  a 
1970s drug addict. Young Alice is full of  dreams to live on her 
own and feel true acceptance from the world, but at a deadly 
cost. After one night, she is thrown into the world of  drinking, 
drugs, and violence with no way out. She struggles with her 
place in the world and how she can truly move on from the
toxic addictions thrown upon her, writing of  her inner turmoil 
in the pages of  a diary. Its compelling tale and unique format 
allow the reader to fully dive into her story 
and experience it just as Alice did, not
sugarcoating a detail. It perfectly captures 
the essence and naivety of  youth, illustrating 
the struggle one goes through in choosing 
independence over innocence. All teens
today can relate. The harsh reality of  this tale 
is what makes it a true masterpiece. 

Go Ask Alice by Anonymous

 Charlie, Presumed Dead is a 
gripping psychological thriller that begins at the memorial service of  Charlie Price, 
who is presumed dead after a freak accident leads to his body going missing. At the 
service, Charlie’s two girlfriends, Aubrey and Lena, meet and discover that he was 
cheating on them. The girls then set out on a journey all around the world to

uncover the rest of  Charlie’s secrets and to fi gure out if  he really 
is dead. This book is unlike any other that I have ever read. It is 
exciting, mysterious, and completely unpredictable. As you read 
on, some secrets will begin to be revealed, but you will never be 
able to guess what happens in the end. The story’s many twists 
and turns make it practically impossible to put down. If  you are 

someone who enjoys adventure, mystery, and plot twists, 
then Charlie, Presumed Dead is a must-read for you. 

Charlie, Presumed Dead by Anne Heltzel

cheating on them. The girls then set out on a journey all around the world tocheating on them. The girls then set out on a journey all around the world tocheating on them. The girls then set out on a journey all around the world to

Savannah Anderson, 11th

If  you are into poetry or even if  you 
are just looking for a book with raw, 
unfi ltered emotion, then Chasers of  
Light: Poems from the Typewriter Series is 
for you. As an active reader, this book 
ranks high on my list of  life changing 
books. Tyler Knott Gregson’s poetry 
showcases a different side of  life and 
love. The poems connect with you on a deeper level and 
you can feel the emotions conveyed through his words.  
Not only are the poems phenomenal but also the way they 
are presented visually is outstanding. The poems are all 
on laminated paper and are printed and photographed on 
scraps of  paper. Gregson also shows some of  his photog-
raphy and his blackout poetry method. The visual aspects 
are all done in a way that is very pleasing to the eye and 
creates a sense of  peace. I will forever be obsessed with 
Gregson’s poetry and this book.

Taylor Rader, 11th

Chasers of Light: Poems from the Typewriter 
Series by Tyler Knott Gregson
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A week of hard work, new friendships
State DYW a great experience 
for senior Caroline Handshoe 

This month, senior Caroline Handshoe repre-
sented Clark County in the Distinguished Young 
Women of  Kentucky program. She shared her 
experience with Features Editor Olivia Montgom-
ery and explained the many valuable skills and 
lessons she took away from her experience. 

When did you first become aware of the Dis-
tinguished Young Women program and plan to 
participate in it? 

My amazing friend, Madison Plowman, first told 
me about the program. I was a little hesitant when 
she started talking about performing in heels and 
dresses, immediately thinking, “I’m not a pageant 
girl”. But the more I was told about it, the more 
faith I had in the program.

Can you give a basic summary of the process?
For both Local and State, there are five sections 

we are scored on: Scholastics, Talent, Self  Ex-
pression, Interview, and Fitness. The scholastics 
and interview portion are done ahead of  time. 
So, Before we ever do our first performance, fifty 
percent of  the scoring is already done. Choreo-
graphed fitness is an expression of  a talent shown 
in under ninety seconds. During Self  Expression, 
we answer a question on stage which displays poise 
and speaking ability. 

What are the personal benefits of this program?
During DYW, I was asked to do many things 

out of  my comfort zone. I was nervous and self  
conscious going into the program. After the local 
competition, I went to state and the complex I had 
made for myself  started anew. The girls who were 
strangers to me during orientation opened up and 
helped me feel comfortable. I earned a newfound 
sense of  trust in others and a boost of  confidence.  
I know now that anything I do in the future can’t 
be as nerve racking as those first few days were.

What role have friends and family played in your 
participation in the program?

My mom and my Nana were number one in 
helping with my dresses. My Nana even paid for 
my talent dress. I owe them so much for their trust 
in me and the support I was given. I got so much 
love from my friends and family in Clark County. 
And once I was at the program and Singletary, I 
had a whole new support system. I don’t think 
people realize how much a bear or flowers or a 
card can help when you feel so bogged down. 
Every time I got a letter, I saved it and would look 
back at it when I was nervous or afraid.

What was the process for you in preparing for the 
program?

Dress shopping was a challenge in itself  with so 
many options to choose from. The dresses I chose 
in the end were gorgeous. There was an entire day 
that my mom and I devoted to purely shoe shop-
ping. I will admit that I procrastinated in looking 
at the routine videos, but we had many work days 
before the program and I took advantage of  those 
every time I could. I had a good grasp of  the fit-
ness before going to the program but a lot of  the 
little detail were drilled into us by Traci, the cho-
reographer, during the week. By the end of  it, the 
routines were practically preformed from muscle 
memory. 

What were the qualities you felt were most import-
ant in your presentation?

I wanted to appear very refined on stage. I 
had to remember to keep my shoulders back and 
always have a smile, even when I was masking a 
yawn from how tired I was. All of  the movements 
for dance and fitness had to be delivered with 
the utmost energy I could give. Above all, I just 
wanted to look comfortable on stage. 

What was the most enjoyable part of this experi-
ence for you and what did you take away from it?

We did do community service projects and my 
favorite was visiting the V.A. My grandfather was 
in the Vietnam War and he is one of  the sweetest 
and funniest people I know. So naturally, giving 
love and support to veterans, especially those 
who have been wounded mentally and physically, 
is something very important to me. I met a man 
who had served in Vietnam during the same time 
that my Pappaw had. It made me have a sense of  
thankfulness that my Pappaw is able to be home 
and a newfound respect for those who can’t be 
with their family after spending so much time away 
from them.

How will your participation in DYW potentially 
affect your future?

DYW has already affected my future. Just my 
overall confidence in myself  and my singing. My 
improved speaking skills and being able to think 
on my feet have helped me with college interviews 
and potential scholarship opportunities. I hope to 
help other girls with their performances in the fu-
ture and know that even though my time as DYW 
is coming to and end, my time with the program 
will not be finished any time soon.

Caroline Handshoe on stage with her “little sister” Janeway 
Lowther 

Photo submitted by Amy Handshoe



The student becomes 
the master, or in this 
case, the student 

becomes the teacher.

After being a graduate from 
GRC herself, Mrs. Fraley has 
spent 31 of  her 32 teaching 
years at GRC. During these 
years here, Fraley has taught 
math to predominantly 11th 
and 12th grade students. 

However, teaching math 
wasn’t always what Fraley had 
in mind when thinking about 
what she wanted to do with 
her life.  After having a large 
interest in art, she decided she 
would major in mechanical 
engineering.

“I got to where I was really 
good in the study hall rooms 
in the engineering building,” 
says Fraley. “We would have 
big study sessions and there 
I could draw a really good 
diagram, and I could explain 
it to everyone around me, and 
I was really good at it. So I 
thought, maybe this is what I 
should be doing.”

After five years of  
mechanical engineering, 
Fraley switched paths to 
become a teacher.

She graduated from EKU 
with an area teaching degree 
of  physics, chemistry, and 
math. In her 31 years at GRC,  
Fraley has taught a number 
of  teachers who are teaching 
currently at GRC.

“I’ve known Mrs. Doyle 
since she was in kindergarten,” 
Mrs. Fraley says. “I use to 
braid her hair, and still braid 
her hair occasionally if  she 
needs it. In her Trig class, we 
had a lot of  fun because we 
did Pi Day.  They made rice 
hats, they brought pie in, they 
sang Pi Day songs, and did 
cheers.”

Fraley also taught Mr. 
Cunninghham, Ms. Fithen, 
Ms. Stoneking, Ms. Pigg, Mrs. 
Newton, Mr. Barnes, Ms. 
Bumgardner, Mrs. Cecil, Mr. 
Lawwill and Ms. Snapp.

These teachers (and others 
at other schools and districts) 
have experienced Mrs. Fraley 
doing what she loves.

“At this point looking back, 

I couldn’t see myself  doing 
anything else,” she says. 
“I absolutely love, love doing 
what I’m doing. I love 
working with students. It’s 
different every day. Every year 
is a different year. It’s not like 
going into a job and it’s the 
same ol, same old. You get a 
different crop of  kids, differ-
ent things you teach, and you 
find different ways to teach.”

Fraley says that learning 
and applying what you learn is 
extremely important. She says 
that we should learn as much 
as we can, and be “life-long 
learners.”

Thus, with dedicated 
teachers like Fraley, we see 
more and more students 
becoming the teacher.

Fraley dedicates 31 years to GRC
Savannah Green

Multimedia Staff

Mrs.  
Fraley
is...

“... the best math  
teacher ever!”

~ Ms. Stoneking

“... good at everything! She 
makes Martha Stewart look 
like Snoop Dogg.”

~ Mrs. Doyle

“... one of my all time favorite 
teachers. She helped me suc-
ceed in math, a subject that I 
have always struggled in, and 
it was always clear to me that 
she cared deeply for every 
student that was in her class. 
I doubt I would be a teacher 
today without the inspiration 
that Mrs. Fraley provided.”

~ Mr. Cunningham

“... the best at making brown-
ies when our class could make 
an A average on an exam.”

~ Mrs. Pigg

I had Mrs. Fraley twice.
10th grade=boo (LOL);
12th grade=AWESOME!!!

~ Mr. Barnes

PICTURE: Mr. Barnes, Ms. Stoneking, 
Mr. Cunningham, Mrs. Doyle, Ms. 
Bumgardner and Mrs. Pigg were 
all students of  Mrs. Fraley at GRC. 
Several other teachers who were 
once Mrs. Fraley’s students could 
not make it to the picture.

PHOTO BY SAVANNAH GREEN



Second GRC DanceBlue raises $2,055 for children and families affected by cancer
Changing lives one dance move at a time

Olivia Montgomery
Features Editor

Stop by Room 423 
to buy a Dance-

Blue shirt for $5! 

Scan this QR code to 
watch Haley Snell's 
DanceBlue video!

Okay, I’ll admit it. Stand-
ing in a hot gym for six 
hours on a Saturday does 
not seem like the best way 
to spend the weekend. 

But, after participating 
in my second GRC Dance-
Blue, I have learned it is 
an experience which offers 
more perspective and joy 
than anything else I have 
been a part of.

I remember promising 
myself  after last year's 
DanceBlue that I would 
spend more time learning 
the dance moves for the 
next one. Yeah, that didn’t 
happen.

So, of  course, by the time 
we started the dance and I 
was flailing my arms and legs 
about randomly in front of  
about twenty UK students, I 
thought to myself, “Is it too 
late to back out of  this?”

But then I remembered 
the real reason why I was 
participating in the first place: 
to stand and dance for the 
children who are too sick 
to do so themselves. So, I 
took my horrible dancing in 
stride and by the end of  the 
last hour, I was proud of  my 
efforts.

We spent the time in 
between dances doing 
different activities with the 
UK students. 

The fun games we played 
helped us to get to know one 

another and distract us from 
our aching feet and exhaus-
tion. 

I was having so much fun 
that I looked up at one point 
and realized I had forgotten 
I was playing dodge ball with 
college kids, an activity that 
in theory, sounds disastrous.

I must say the most enjoy-
able part of  DanceBlue this 
year was the kindness and 
positive energy the UK 
students brought with them.

 Within the first ten 
minutes of  the dance, a very 
sweet UK senior named 
Kennedy Fitzgerald had 
introduced herself  and 
struck up a conversation. 

I asked her how long 
she had been doing Dance-
Blue. “I joined a sorority my 

freshman year of  college and 
they really encouraged me to 
dance my first year at Dance-
Blue. So, I started fundraising 
and ended up falling in love 
with the organization!” 
Kennedy told me. 

These UK kids were not 
the least bit shy in getting to 
know us and having fun as 
if  they went to GRC them-
selves. Instead of  dividing us, 
they brought us together in 
the spirit of  charity.

After hours of  dancing, 
playing, singing, and scream-
ing, we spent the last hour 
listening to testimonies from 
those affected by DanceBlue. 

GRC Senior Chevi Price 
gave an amazing speech 
about her own experience 
with a blood disorder and 

losing two people to cancer. 
She expressed the strength 
she found in those people’s 
legacies to overcome it. 

Dustin Rice, a former 
GRC student, shared his own 
experience with two cancers 
he had as a high school stu-
dent and how organizations 
like DanceBlue can make a 
world of  difference in the 
lives of  patients.  

Hearing these testimonies 
was the perfect way to end 
the night, assuring us that 
we have positively impacted 
people who are fighting an 
illness.

As a DanceBlue family, we 
are always eager to raise the 
most money possible.

All of  the money raised 
by DanceBlue goes to The 

Golden Matrix Fund, which 
helps families raising a child 
who has cancer or a blood 
disorder. 

This money can go toward 
anything the families need 
help with such as food, gas 
money, or medical bills.

So obviously, when we 
realized we had raised our 
goal amount for 2018 during 
the reveal at the end of  the 
night, we were very proud.

“I enjoyed watching our 
students come together as 
one to stand for such a great 
cause. Our goal this year 
was to raise at least $2,000 
and we are continuing to 
add to our total," says Ash-
leigh Snapp, who organized 
DanceBlue this year. 

Knowing that we are 
continuing to build this event 
and gain more participation 
and sponsors is exciting. 

I hope students at GRC 
sign up for DanceBlue next 
year and get to be a part of  
this life-changing experience.

DanceBlue participants gather to show the $2,055 they raised for Pediatric Cancer.

Photo submitted by Ashleigh Snapp



Hot cocoa is the perfect treat for a cold snow day!Snacktime with 
SnellPrep time: 5 min 

Makes: 5 cups 

Cook time: 10 min

nell - 4 cups of milk 
- 1/4 cup Hershey’s Cocoa
- 1/2 cup sugar
- 1/3 cup water 
- Mini marshmallows or whipped 
cream

By Haley Snell

Directions:
1. Stir together sugar and cocoa in a saucepan; stir in water 
2. Cook over medium heat, stirring constantly, until the mixture boils
3. Once mixture is boiling, add milk; Turn the heat down until it stops 

boiling 
4. Take mixture off heat and whisk until foamy 
5. Serve with desired topping

Have a Gal-entine’s 
Day

If you’re a girl, get 
your best gal pals 
together to enjoy a 

girls-only night. Have 
a DIY spa day or go 

see a 
chickfl ick!

Treat yo’ self
Whether you’re on a tight budget or you have cash to burn, get yourself a little 

something. Go to the mall and get a new outfi t or wait until Feb. 15 and get all the 
Valentine’s Day candy-- ON SALE!

Treat yo’ self
Whether you’re on a tight budget or you have cash to burn, get yourself a little 

something. Go to the mall and get a new outfi t or wait until Feb. 15 and get all the 
Valentine’s Day candy-- ON SALE!

Whether you’re on a tight budget or you have cash to burn, get yourself a little 
something. Go to the mall and get a new outfi t or wait until Feb. 15 and get all the something. Go to the mall and get a new outfi t or wait until Feb. 15 and get all the 

Single again on Valentine’s Day?
Follow these tips to get through yet another lonely holiday of love.

chickfl ick!

Listen to love songs
A nice cry never hurt anyone. Take a 
break and listen to some love songs.

Pig out
Eat what you want! After all, the shelves at the 
grocery store are lined with boxes and boxes of 

chocolate.

Spend the evening with your true love. . .
NETFLIX

Why waste money on an expensive dinner and 
movie when you can stay home in your favorite 

pjs and binge watch your favorite shows?

Just deny 
everything

Who says you 
don’t have a 

Valentine? Yours 
is just jet setting 
around the world 
or walking the red 

carpet at 
Hollywood’s 

biggest event.

Talk to your crush
What better day to step up and talk to 
the person you like than Valentine’s 

Day? 

By Rebecca Eaves
Photos by Makenzie 

Dummitt

Do an art project
Scour Pinterest for cute Valentine’s Day projects. Even 

if you don’t have a bae, your friends and family will 
appreciate the sweet gesture.

Ingredients:



Header Art by Nick Hounshell

Lauren Palmer
Social Media Editor
This summer, I joined 50 

other high school students 
at the Henry Clay Center 
of  Statesmanship Student 
Congress. 

At the Student Congress, 
we got the chance to stay and 
utilize Transylvania Univer-
sity’s campus while learning 
about the process of  creating 
an amendment and the art of  
compromise. 

While at Transylvania, I 
fell in love with the campus 
and the atmosphere around 
Transylvania. 

The small campus within 
a big city gives you the close 
knit relationships a smaller 
college gives you while also 
giving you the experience of  
a big city.

During my week there, I 
had the opportunity to inter-
act with Transy’s students, use 
Transy’s facilities, and explore 
the city of  Lexington

surrounding the university.
Whenever I’ve talked to 

Transy students, they always 
mention how they probably 
know the name of  every
student on campus.

They always tell me, “I 
love Transy because it feels 
like home and the students 
here have created a family.”

With small class sizes, 
it’s not hard to get to know 
everyone. 

It was mentioned that once 
you pick your major, you start 
having classes with the same 
people, which is awesome for 
creating study groups, rela-
tionships, and fun memories. 

The students 
at Transy I met 
would always 
mention how 
amazing their 
professors were, 
and I can
attest to this to a 
degree. 

While at 
Transy, I sat in 
multiple lectures 

from a professor where he 
taught us about the consti-
tution, amendments, and 
political science. 

His way of  teaching kept 
the students attention by 
keeping the lectures interest-
ing and upbeat and easy to 
listen to.

The facilities at Transy fall 
nothing short of  spectacular. 
The dorm I stayed in was a 
suite style.

The dorm rooms each had 
their own bathroom, shower, 
kitchenette, and seating area 
all separate from the area 
with two beds, two desks, and 

two closets. 
Each fl oor of  the dorm 

also had a study area 
equipped with couches and 
tables. 

Apart from the dorms, 
their lecture halls and class-
rooms were also areas on the 
campus that stood out. 

These areas were always 
clean and had a lot of  space 
for students. There were also 
places within the lecture halls 
for students to break off  and 
do activities or assignments 
and we used these to write 
our amendments. 

The library also had rooms 
for groups of  students to 
work together without dis-
turbing the quietness of  the 
library. It was well built, new, 
and had many resources for 
people on campus to use. 

Around each building 
there is beautiful landscape 
for students to enjoy and 
the campus is small enough 
that it’s not hard to fi nd what 
building you are looking for. 

Additionally, the down-
town Lexington location of  
Transy gave us opportunities 
to join unique activities. 

Every Thursday night, 
from April to October, 
Central Bank hosts concerts 
from local bands. This gives 
students a chance to take a 
break from studying to hear 
local bands and socialize with 
other Lexington citizens. 

There are also a lot of  
shops and restaurants the
students can easily walk to 
from campus.

This area also has a new 
art museum called 21C that 
doubles has a hotel and 
restaurant and is a really cool 
place to visit. 

Transylvania’s atmosphere 
makes students feel right at 
home. The small campus 
gives students the chance to 
meet everyone on campus, 
but the proximity to down-
town Lexington also makes 
going to Transy fun. 





Reaching 1,000 points is 
a feat that not many high 
school basketball players 
accomplish. Grabbing 1,000 
rebounds is even more un-
common. 

GRC Hoops stars Jasmine 
Flowers and Shamaya Behan-
an recently earned the honors 
of  1,000 points and 1,000 
rebounds, respectively.

Behanan also scored her 
1,000th point in the 2016-
2017 season.

“I am very proud of  
Shamaya and Jasmine and all 

of  their accomplishments,” 
Coach Robbie Graham 
says. “For anyone to score 
1,000 points or get 1,000 
rebounds is a big deal, espe-
cially on a team that has other 
1,000-point scorers.”

(Sophomore Kennedy Igo 
scored her 1,500th point on 
Jan.19.)

Flowers and Behanan have 
each led the team to victory 
multiple times and have been 
keys to the team’s success. 

Flowers believes that her 
biggest contribution to the 
team is her hard work not 
only on offense, but on de-
fense as well.

Her defensive skills became 
evident at the Tim Short Au-
tomotive Classic this month 
when she earned Player of  
the Game for her lock-down 
defense, which led the team 
to a 58-45 victory over #9 in 
the state Lincoln County. 

Behanan was also a major 
factor in this victory, as she 
led the team with 18 points 
and 6 rebounds.

As post-season tournament 
time approaches, the girls will 
look to build on their success, 
including being Runner-Up 
of  the Murray Bank Lady Ti-
ger Classic over Winter Break 
and having a record of  14-5, 

despite their tough schedule.
The success of  the Lady 

Cards is not only due to dom-
inant scorers and rebounders, 
but the camaraderie of  the 
players as well. 

“As a team I think we are 
growing more like a family 
every day, which helps our 
on-court chemistry,” Flowers 
says. 

The chemistry of  the 
players will help them come 
tournament time, as they 
compete for a fifth-consecu-
tive District title and back-to-
back Region titles.

“Chemistry is a very im-
portant piece to the puzzle,” 

Graham says. “Chemistry on 
and off  the court makes the 
team a close group that really 
cares for each other. If  the 
team cares for each other, 
then they will compete and 
play hard for each other.”  

The Lady Cards are cur-
rently undefeated and ranked 
first in the 40th District. 

The District tournament is 
set to be held the third week 
of  February at Montgomery 
County.

Girls hope team chemistry carries them far in post-season
Savannah Anderson

Sports editor

Smoke Signals photos
Behanan and Flowers pose with their prestigious awards. Jasmine Flowers, 11thShamaya Behanan, 12th

Hoops stars reach impressive milestones



Brett Favre. Wade Boggs. 
Babe Ruth. For as long as 
sports have been played, 
athletes have left their origi-
nal team to join their former 
rivals. Junior Brennan Canada 
is a perfect example of  this. 

Canada spent his fi rst two 
years in high school in Mont-
gomery County, leading the 
Indians in multiple statistics. 
As an Indian, Brennan held a 
2-2 record against GRC. 

“My dad works here in 
Winchester, so [moving to 
GRC] was easier for my
family,” Canada said.

Now as a Cardinal, Canada 
has yet to face off  against his 
former school. The matchups 
are scheduled for Jan. 26 and 
Feb. 8, and Canada hopes 

to gain his fi rst win over his 
former side.

“I’m looking forward 
to playing against some of  
my former 
teammates,” 
said Canada. 
“Most
importantly, 
any district 
game is a big game.”

The Cardinals have
numerous big contributors, 

and Canada acknowledged 
this. 

“The benefi ts are having 
multiple players around me 
that play at a high level,” 
Canada said. “We have a 
great coaching staff.”

Canada has been a key 
addition to the Cardinals this 
season, helping carry his new 
side to 17-3 record so far, 
putting them in second place 
overall in the 10th Region. 

With his help, the Cardi-
nals have proven themselves 

to be 
one 
of  the 
toughest 
tasks 
in the 

region, their only loss from 
another region team coming 
as an 8-point defeat to the 
current leader, Campbell 
County. 

GRC has also picked up 
some impressive wins this 
season, beating last year’s 
10th Region champion in 
Scott, as well as beating Paris, 
who won the district last 
season. 

These wins have put the 
Cardinals in the driver’s seat 
in the 40th District, currently 
holding a 3-0 record against 
district foes. 

The team also recently 
picked up a big victory over 
12th Region power Pulaski 
County in the Tim Short
Automotive Classic, beating 
the Maroons 74-71. 

Canada contributed 13 
points for the Cardinals, 

shooting 60
percent from 
three-point 
range. The for-
ward also added 
eight rebounds 
to his stats.

As the district 
tournament draws 
nearer, the Cardinals 
have begun to heat up, 
winning their last six 
games, and 13 of  their 
last 14. With multiple big 
games still remaining on the 
schedule, the fi nal stretch of  
the regular-season 
will be a test for 
the talented Cards.

The addition of  
Brennan Canada gives 
the Cardinals  high hopes 
for their postseason tourna-
ments. GRC will certainly be 
a dangerous team  in March. 

Nick Hounshell
Sports Editor

Cardinals newest player contributes to regular-season success

game is a big game.”

to be 
one 
of  the 
toughest 
tasks 
in the 

region, their only loss from 

Brennan Canada has been 
a key player for the Cards, 
averaging around 13.3 
points per game, as well as 
7.5 rebounds per game.

The Cardinals have 
yet to be beaten in 
district play, beat-
ing their opponents 
by an average of 
16.3 points per 
game. 

Canada is 
shooting 44% 
on fi eld goals so 
far this season, 
and 36% from 
3-point range.

and Canada acknowledged 
this. 

multiple players around me 
that play at a high level,” 
Canada said. “We have a 
great coaching staff.”

addition to the Cardinals this 
season, helping carry his new 
side to 17-3 record so far, 
putting them in second place 

Editor’s 
Note:

Smoke Signals 
went to press

Friday, Jan. 26.
The team 

had yet to play 
Montgomery 

County. nearer, the Cardinals 
have begun to heat up, 
winning their last six 
games, and 13 of  their 
last 14. With multiple big 
games still remaining on the 
schedule, the fi nal stretch of  

the talented Cards.
The addition of  

Brennan Canada gives 
the Cardinals  high hopes 
for their postseason tourna-
ments. GRC will certainly be 
a dangerous team  in March. 

The Cardinals have 
yet to be beaten in 
district play, beat-
ing their opponents 
by an average of 
16.3 points per 

Canada is 
shooting 44% 
on fi eld goals so 
far this season, 
and 36% from 
3-point range.

Smoke Signals photos

Canada goes up for a layup.
Sm

oke Signals photos



For Emilie Stevenson, 
archery is not just a sport; it’s 
an escape. 

“It is really fun and relax-
ing,” she says. “It is like an 
outlet.”

Stevenson’s experience 
started with hunting at a 
young age with her 
grandfather in Alabama. 
“I always hunted when I was 
little,” she says, “so I figured 
archery would be an easy 
sport.” 

As a member of  GRC’s 
archery team, Stevenson has 
been dedicated since her 
freshman year. “It is a 
productive sport that I 
enjoy,” she says.

The archery team begins 
its season around September 
and ends in about March, 
depending on if  they get the 
chance to go to state.

While the team of  23 has 
returned several experienced 
archers, it has also added 
many new ones who are just 
learning the sport.

“We have been working 
hard to increase our numbers 
and have been happy that we 
have 8-10 new archers shoot-
ing with us fairly consistent-
ly,” says Sherrye Browning, 
a parent who helps with 
the team. “We constant-
ly struggle with students 
having conflicts with other 
extra-curricular activities and 
that makes it hard to have 
consistency with shooters at 
times.  We want our students 
to feel competitive with our 
sport, but its also important 
that it remains something 
they enjoy doing.”

Head coach Cory White 
says the team’s goal is to 
qualify for state as a group. 

“The good thing about 
archery is that you can 

qualify as an individual,” 
White says. “So if  we don’t 
make it as a team, we 
really hope we will have 
some archers that will qual-
ify to shoot as individuals. 
Either way will be a great 
accomplishment and make 
us very proud.”

Junior Caleb Browning 
has been a part of  archery 
for about six years. 

“It’s a fun after-school 
activity to get involved with,” 
Browning says. “I just started 
shooting and it grew on me.”

Upcoming tournaments 
include Feb. 3 against Harri-
son County, Feb. 10 against 
Lee County, and regionals in 
Lexington on Feb. 17.

Swimmers celebrate Senior Night, prepare for regionals

Annie Bradshaw
Multimedia Staff

Archers shoot for the stars

  Archery team continues to grow, become competitive

As another swim season winds down, 
the team took time to bid farewell to its 
graduates. Staff  member and swimmer 
Savannah Green asked the seniors about 
their favorite memory. The responses 
we received:

Caroline Handshoe: My favorite 
memory is of  about two years ago on 
the team. The guys had a pre-meet ritual 
where they would try to leave a hand 
print on themselves. I don’t know why. 
But one of  our swimmers couldn’t get a 
handprint to show up so the other guys 
helped him out. He had a hand print-
shaped bruise on his chest and the guys 
were forbidden from performing their 
“rite” again.

Riley Weckwert: My favorite swim 
memory would be either getting to 

spend time with the whole team at 
regionals or goofing off  in the locker 
room after practice.

Tiana Ferrer (graduating junior): My 
favorite memory is probably from the 
6th grade when we would stretch out 
our swim caps as much as we could and 
bounce people around inside of  them.

Pearce Nisbet: My favorite memory 
is the motivational speeches outside of  
Chick-Fil-A at 6 o’ clock in the 
morning.

Swim regionals will be held at U.K. 
on Feb. 9 and 10.

Emilie Stevenson and Cheyanne 
Riddlebarger

Grayson Barnett

Noah Isham & Caleb Browning
Photos submitted

Caroline Handshoe, Tiana Ferrer, Brooklyn Wiggington, Riley Weckwert and Pearce Nisbet.
Photo by Savannah Green



The New England Patriots are 
entering their third Super Bowl in 
the past four years. 

Behind center, the Patriots have 
one of  the greatest quarterbacks 
in the league, Tom Brady. Brady is 
looking to win his sixth champion-
ship in his 17-year career.

Brady is battling a younger and 
less experienced quarterback in Nick 
Foles who has no Super Bowl
experience.  Brady won his fi rst
Super Bowl when Foles was only
12 years old.

Brady isn’t the only reason that 
New England is going to take home 
the title of  World Champions.

The receiving core of  the Patriots 
made up of  Rob Gronkowski,
Danny Amendola and Brandin 
Cooks is one of  the best in the NFL. 
Each ranked #5, #27, and #20 at 
their positions, respectfully.

The Patriots are the third best 
offense in the league behind only 
Jacksonville and Philadelphia.

While the Eagles may be rated
as a better offensive team than the
Patriots, most of  these numbers 
come from the Eagles’ Carson 
Wentz, who went out earlier this
season due to a torn ACL in
week 14. 

The Patriot defense has held 
teams to 17 points this post season 
while the offense is putting up 29.5 

points. 
History is on the Patriots side. 

The Eagles have never won a Super 
Bowl. This puts all the pressure on 
the Eagles to perform and show that 
they can actually win a title. Brady 
has already defeated the Eagles in 
Super Bowl XXXIX 24-21 and is 
poised to do it again. 

Gronkowski, who is questionable 
for the Super Bowl due to a
concussion suffered in the AFC 
championship game against 
acksonville, won’t hold the
Patriots back. 

Brady has all the necessary
components at his disposal to take 
home his sixth trophy.

I’m putting the Patriots at winning 
26-17 with Brady taking home his 
fourth Super Bowl MVP and sixth 
World Championship.

Spencer McCord
Multimedia Staff

Tom Brady will win his sixth 
Super Bowl

The Eagles will � y away with 
the trophy

Nick Hounshell
Sports Editor

The NFL is rigged. It’s obvious. I 
could have told you four months ago 
that the Patriots would be playing in 
this game. 

The referees are always biased 
toward the Patriots. Did you watch 
their fi rst two playoff  games? New 
England has had fi ve penalties 
against them in the two games, 
resulting in 47 yards. Meanwhile, 
their opponents have combined for 
16 penalties, resulting in 160 total 
yards. The refs are the Patriots’ most 
valuable player. 

So, as long as the Eagles can avoid 
bad calls, they’ll dominate every
other aspect of  the game. 

Defense wins championships.
The Eagles had the fourth ranked 
defense in the NFL in the regular 
season, allowing only 306.9 yards per 
game. They also had the top ranked 
rushing defense, allowing only 79 
yards per game. 

The Eagles will take away the run 
game. The only thing to watch out 
for is Tom Brady.

I won’t lie, Tom Brady has had a 
very good postseason. He made the 
Titans look like a bunch of  4-year-
olds. He beat the Jaguars in a fourth 
quarter comeback. But the teams he’s 
played don’t compare to the teams the 
Eagles have played.

The Eagles have beaten the
Falcons and the Vikings, two of  the 
best teams in the NFC. The

Vikings had the best defense in the 
league in the regular season, yet the 
Eagles put up 31 points in the fi rst 
half, all with a backup quarterback.

Now, compare that to the
Patriots’ defense, which ranks 
fourth… from last. 

Nick Foles has every motivation 
in the world. He’s been doubted his 
whole career, and has been a backup 
almost every year of  his career. Now, 
he’s fought his way to the Super 
Bowl, and I can’t see Foles messing 
up his chance to fi nally be a star, 
especially not against the Patriots 
defense. 

The Eagles defi nitely aren’t
going to beat the Patriots by 31, like 
their victory over Minnesota.

With that being said, I’m picking 
the Eagles to beat the Patriots 31-23, 
and take home the Lombardi
Trophy.  

Who’s taking home Super Bowl 52? 
Sta�  members go helmet to helmet
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Picasso once said, “Action is the 
foundational key to all success.” 
Our Fine Arts Cohort students 
took that to heart. 

There is no way you’ve 

missed the beautiful pair of wings
hanging in the 200s hallway.
They are full of patterns and
drawings that our own students 
have captured.

About 40 students from all 
areas of the Fine Arts Cohort 
contributed to creating this pair 
of wings. The theme of this year’s 
Cohort is Aspire. 

“I came across the campaign 
through Pinterest,” said art
teacher Stephanie Wilson. “I was 
looking for something that would 
not be intimidating for a young 
person who may not be the most 

con�ident in the visual arts but 
could feel successful about 

their work and would also 

go with the theme.”
The outcome is truly 

beautiful.
The “What Lifts You Campaign” 

was started by Montague in 2015 
all around the world to give
people an opportunity to speak 
out about what inspires them. 

She believes that art should 
not be separated from the human 
experience. Instead, the human 
experience should have a hand in 
creating the art itself. 

These wings should inspire 
you to gaze at them and ask 
yourself... What lifts me? 
What inspires me? What 
makes me who I am? 

Whom do I ASPIRE to be?
It is encouraged for the student 

body to interact with this art to let 
people know ... what lifts you?

 

 

GRC Earns its Wings� at lifts you?

               
           

         M
ackenzie Crow

l
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