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Board meeting full of decisions -- grad date, total campus

Pension bill delivers blow to public education
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ANALYSISIn the beginning, there was 
a sewage bill.

Kentucky has recently 
gained national attention for 
the protests of  teachers, fi re-
fi ghters, policemen, students, 
and other citizens of  the tax 
reform, education budget and 
pension plan that was shadily 
tacked onto Senate Bill 151 
in the middle of  the night on 
Thursday, March 29. 

The irresponsibility of  the 

Kentucky government,
along with Governor Bevin’s 
ridiculous comparisons of  
teachers to ‘thugs’ and
outlandish accusations
of  abuse due to teachers 
attending the rallies, has made 
our state the laughing stock
of  the nation.

As someone who comes 

from a long line of  teachers 
and attended three of  the
protests at Frankfort, I am
appalled at the blatant disre-
gard of  public service workers 
so that the rich can get richer.

 The entire issue is
caused by the fact that the 
government was fi nancially 
irresponsible with the
pension funds in the past, 
and the legislature remains 
unwilling to fi nd the revenue 

to support state programs 
and employees. Now that the 
funds aren’t there, they expect 
the people who educate our 
youth and protect our
community to reap the
consequences, when they had 
no part in the spending of  
their retirement money.

I’ve seen many people, 
particularly on social media 
sites like Facebook, condemn 
teachers specifi cally for

Seniors participating in Senior 
Signing Day Friday included, 
from left, Erika Hatfi eld, Chevi 
Price, Gracyn Rogers, Justin 
Garza, Shannon Ramey, Hagan 
Wells, Sara Walters, JoAnna 
Soliz, and Tre’Von Jones (front). 
These seniors represent eight 
different schools.

(Smoke Signals photo)

SENIOR
SIGNING
DAY

Smoke Signals went to press 
before prom. Check out prom 
photos online.



 It has been so long since 
graduation has been set 
before the last day of  school 
that Director of  Pupil
Personnel Greg Hollon was 
unable to provide records 
that acknowledge its last 
occurrence.

Graduation will be held on 
Friday, June 1, and diplomas 
will be available for pickup at 

the school on June 6, the last 
day of  school.

The Board of  Education 
made all these decisions at its 
regular meeting April 17.

Because there is techni-
cally one more instructional 
day that could be waived by 
the Board, Gordon Parido 
motioned for the last day of  
school to be June 5.

This way of  proceeding 

would have had Clark County 
students attending the re-
quired 170 days. This motion 
was defeated 2-3, the two in 
favor being Gordon Parido 
and Ashley Ritchie.

Judy Hicks then motioned 
that the last day of  school be 
held on June 6, putting the 
attended days count at 171, 
one over the state require-
ment.

Earlier in the meeting 

Hicks explained her reason-
ing.

“I think a three-day week 
will get a better show of  
attendance district wide than 
just coming back for two 
days,” said Hicks, who added, 
“…We are not a minimum 
district,” a phrase she
referred to as her “mantra.”

Hick’s motion for 171 
instructional days was voted 
unanimously in favor, 5-0.

As stated in the March 
issue of  Smoke Signals, the 
School Calendar regulation in 
702-KAR 7:140, Section 1 (5) 
states: “Graduation ceremo-
nies may be held before the 
end of  the student instruc-
tional year. Diplomas shall be 
distributed after completion 
of  the students’ instructional 
year.”

Graduation set for Friday, June 1; last day, June 6

Senior Finals Schedule
May 25: 4th and 5th period fi nals

May 29: 6th, 7th, and 8th period fi nals

May 30: 1st and 3rd fi nals

May 31: 2nd period fi nal

Mandatory
Graduation Practice

May 30, May 31 (afternoon after fi nals), 
and June 1 (morning)

Check with employers about scheduling 
around these dates

Underclass
Finals Schedule
June 1: 3rd period fi nal

June 4: 1st, 2nd, 4th, 
and 5th period fi nals

June 5: 6th, 7th, and 8th 
fi nals

Kathryn Gallenstein
Editor-in-Chief

Smoke Signals will soon be collecting senior wills. Be thinking
about what you want to leave to an underclass student.



Submit news items for In & Around to 
grc.journalism@clark.kyschools.us.

In & Around
GRC

Submit news items for In & Around to 

GRC Juniors accepted into
Governor’s Scholars Program 

Graduation Date
June 1

See page 2 for more 
information

Prom pictures 
will be posted on 

the Smoke Signals 
SmugMug

In the May issue of Smoke 
Signals, we will feature 

senior wills and goodbyes. 
Seniors can “will” anything they want 

to underclass students and the 
underclass students can submit a
goodbye message to any graduate.

Students accepted into 
Governor’s School for the Arts

Sassy Frassy Hard at Work

Sassy Frassy members spent their Friday making dressing to send to children in 
Africa. Pictured above are the members and advisors of Sassy Frassy.

Front row from left: Shawna Hampton (11), RaeAnna Whitaker (12), Victoria
Johnson (12), Breanna Jones (12), and Malasia White (11). Back row: Shelia Hill, 

Jaylan Homan (11), Lydia Farmer (11), Lauren Mathieu (11), Cheyenne Martin (12), 
Lauren Jones (11), and Austina Bruton. Members not pictured: Autumn Stanfi eld (12), 

Madeline Mann (12),  Savannah Anderson (11), and Taylor Kelly (11)

Juniors Jalam Sutton and Angelica Moran 

Front row from left: Leah Jacoby, Savannah Anderson, and Serena Hutchens 
 Back row: Luke Martin, Chase Scobee, Nick Hounshell, and Brady Turner 

Photo by Lyric Campbell

Photo by Taylor Rader

Photo by Rebecca Eaves



Board of Ed made
best decision on 
commencement

Great job by the Board of
Education for agreeing to better 
accommodate families by setting the 
graduation ceremony on a Friday.

The decision helps families who 
will travel in from cities, maybe even 
states, away. It will be way more 
convenient than the many years
that GRC graduated on weekdays.

This is the fi rst time since
records were kept that GRC has 
graduated before the last day of  
school. The Board made the right 
decision for the sake of  students 
and their families.

In deciding the last day of  school 
to be June 6, the Board set the
current school year at 171 days,
one day over the 170-day state
requirement.

Because of  this requirement, 

we cannot move the last day to 
the graduation date. Also, as far as 
receiving diplomas are concerned, 
students weren’t going to get them 
on graduation night anyway.

Graduates picking up diplomas 
later has always been the case. This 
year, diplomas will be given out on 
the last day, June 6.

Overall, the biggest issue was 
resolved. The graduation date is 
what many wanted changed, and the 
board considered the families and 
made a great choice.

This could even set a benefi cial 
precedent for future graduation 
dates. And while it would have been 
ideal to have the last day moved 
back to June 5, we can rejoice in 
having the most accommodating 
and convenient option.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Illustration by Emma Mitmesser



rallying in Frankfort to 
receive more money. This is 
very clearly not the issue and 
it is conflating the issues for 
which teachers in other states 
were protesting. 

Teachers and other pen-
sion recipients in Kentucky 
just want what they were 
promised and more import-
ant, what they earned.

Although the salary is not 
the highest for this field, 
despite the requirements of  
an advanced college degree, 
the retirement package and 
associated benefits are the 
largest financial motivator 
for public service men and 
women.

How would you feel if  
benefits that were promised 
to you since the beginning 
of  your career were suddenly 
taken away from you because 
those funds were used up for 
other things? 

 Also, consider the fact 
that those who receive public 
pensions do not receive social 
security when they retire, 
even if  they had a previous 
job in which they did pay into 
social security.

Even more ridiculous is 
that those who receive public 
pension cannot receive the 
social security money from 
their spouse in the event of  
their spouse’s death. 

Essentially, this pension 
system is their only form of  
retirement income. I under-
stand that many people who 

don’t draw from the pension 
system have developed a 
cavalier attitude. However, 
the cuts to education affect 
our state’s future as a whole.

Anyone who has a student 
or is closely related to one 
should be concerned that 
they aren’t getting what they 
deserve from the public 
education system.

In the end, the pension 
bill was passed, placing new 
teachers hired after January 
2019 on the hybrid plan.

It’s safe to say that this is 
disheartening in terms of  the 
future of  education in 
Kentucky.

You can expect teachers to 
move to other states that can 
guarantee them a safe retire-
ment, leaving our state at a 
disadvantage. 

The final budget that was 
passed overrode a veto from 
the Governor and improved 
funding for education.

Thanks to this override, 
funding for K-12 education 
will be increased, retirees 
under 65 can still receive their 
insurance, and money was 

saved for public education 
by the lack of  funding for 
charter schools. 

Although the budget and 
pension systems are not 
perfect, they are definitely 
better than they were, thanks 
to the thousands of  people 
who came to Frankfort to 
support public education. 

For those who relentlessly 
defend Matt Bevin and the 
legislators who voted in 
support of  his agenda 
because these politicians 
are members of  their party, 
try and remember this is not 
a party issue.

No matter whether 
Democratic or Republican, 
Bevin’s comments and attack 
on public education are 
insensitive and damaging to 
our state. 

Although the situation is 
disheartening, it brought out 
the best in the Common-
wealth. People from every 
background came together 
to fight for the future of  
our state, and they were 
unstoppable.

 Over my 11 years in the 

public education system, I 
have been very blessed to 
have the best teachers and 
education I could have asked 
for.

Because of  the hours they 
put in and the selfless dedi-
cation they have to creating 
a brighter future for us, I am 
a better person and more 
prepared for success. 

I felt compelled to rally 

with teachers because they 
were doing so for me. They 
wanted the best for their stu-
dents and were determined to 
get funding that would help 
them achieve that.

These protests were not 
selfish. They taught everyone 
who is watching, including all 
of  us students, that it’s always 
important to stand up and do 
the right thing.

In short, here are some details of the pension and 
budget bills…
• The pension plan moves new educators hired after 

January 2019 to a “hybrid” plan. This plan causes new 
employees to lose the protection that existing employees 
have. For instance, legislators or the governor could 
decide to change the retirement system and cut benefits 
for new teachers at anytime in the future.

• In addition, a hybrid plan provides less of a guarantee for 
sufficient retirement funds, since it relies on the fluctuat-
ing stock market. 

• This is an issue considering that teachers make an 
average annual salary of around $51,000-$52,000 in 
Kentucky, and this number is much lower for starting 
teachers. So, they don’t receive a high enough income 
to compensate for a decrease in retirement money by 
investing heavily in the stock market. 

• In addition, the budget bill moved Kentucky to a 5% flat 
tax. To clarify, every individual has to pay 5% of their 
income, meaning that people who make $20,000 a 
year will pay the same percentage as those who make 
$100,000 or $100,000,000 a year. This seems unreason-
able to me, considering our state pension is $40 billion 
in debt, funding of our education system remains below 
where it was in 2008 in inflation-adjusted dollars, and the 
extra income taxes are highly needed.

• Teachers had even more to protest in the Governor’s 
original budget, which included cuts to education. Gover-
nor Bevin’s original budget proposal eliminated transpor-
tation funds (school buses), youth services coordinators, 
while also unconstitutionally pushing costs for education 
on to counties. 

• PENSION 
from Page 1

Taylor Rader, Olivia Montgomery and Blayk Riley in Frankfort.



Love, Simon is the most 
nerve-racking movie experi-
ence I have ever gone through.

Every word was a stutter 
as I told the ticket clerk what 
movie I wanted to see. My 
hands were shaky as I handed 
the movie passes to the usher, 
and I quickly took my seat in 
the theater to make sure no 
one in the room saw my face. 

The reason I was so nervous 
to see this movie was because 
I could relate to Simon, the 
protagonist of  the fi lm, and I 
had a huge secret that I didn’t 
want people to know.

Simon, played by Nick
Robinson, describes himself  
as an ordinary high school 
student with a life that is seem-
ingly normal. He has a strong 
family life with both parents 
and a little sister that he

actually likes.
He has a solid group of  

friends that he drinks a crap 
load of  iced coffee with and 
watches his school’s soccer and 
football games with. He’s even 
doing well in school and has a 
close relationship with his vice 
principal.

The only problem in his 
life is that he has one huge 
secret: Nobody knows that 
he’s gay. When another boy 
anonymously comes out 
on his school’s social media 
page, Simon makes a new 
friend, “Blue,” that gives him 
the courage to talk about his 
secret.

Throughout the fi lm,
viewers see how Simon deals 
with this secret on a daily basis, 
how it affects the relationships 
he has with his friends and 

family, and if  he will ever
discover the identity of  “Blue.”

Love, Simon tackles the raw 
emotion of  coming out in a 
powerful way. You see the ups 
and downs of  his dilemma in 
a way that is not only accurate, 
but also relatable. 

The fi lm addresses the 
issues of  how sexuality
coincides with friend and 
familial relationships, self-
image, religion, and school life.

It manages the diffi culties 
of  being outed, while also 
discovering one’s true identity. 
The fact that it can cover so 
many important topics in less 
than two hours is incredible.

The performances by
Katherine Langford and
Jennifer Garner, Simon’s best 
friend Leah and Simon’s
mother respectively, are just 

short of  perfection.
They provide some of  the 

most impactful interactions 
between the protagonist of  the 
fi lm that tug at the heartstrings 
and send you on a ferris wheel 
of  emotions.

Logan Miller, as Martin, also 
serves as a strong adversary to 
Simon, and does a great job 
of  illustrating the challenges 
associated with being outed.

At its core, Love, Simon is 
not just a movie associated 
with sadness and heartbreak. 
More important, it provides 
the feelings of  triumph,
perseverance, acceptance, and 
love.

It brings light-hearted com-
edy and dramatic romance to-
gether to create the fi rst LGBT 
teen-themed major motion 
picture by 20th Century FOX. 

In that regard alone, it is a 
landmark for those who don’t 
have representation on the big 
screen. At its fi nest, Love, Simon 
is a showing for the whole 
family to enjoy.

Gay or straight, you will 
enjoy this movie: My brother 
can vouch for me and says it’s 
a great movie too. I guess by 
writing this, I’m not so ner-
vous about my huge secret 
anymore.

Satire

Jordan Vallejo
Online Editor

Simon’s coming out makes for landmark cinema
Love, Jordan

by Ben 
Carpenter



Talent comes in all shapes 
and sizes. Some play a sport, 
while others are inspired to 
create art. Two of  our own 
students express their talent 
by spitting bars and making 
beats.

Jarred Zahabi and Chris 
Calloway, also known as 
Apollo Z and Kryptic
respectively, are pursuing 
their dreams of  creating
music, raps, and a legacy.

Apollo’s dream began at a 
very young age.

Related to drummer of  
rock band Puddle of  Mudd 
and a father who dabbled 
with music, the junior has 
been surrounded with and 
infl uenced by his family 
members’ music interests.

Among those in his family, 
Apollo says his mother is one 
of  his greatest inspirations 
for creating his own music. 
“I wrote my fi rst song with 
my mother,” he says. “It was 
the fi rst song that got me

really into
rapping.”

Kryptic began 
his passion when 
he was only 13 
years old. His 
dad, although 
not a serious 
rapper, served 
as Kryptic’s fi rst 
inspiration to 
write music. “He 
never infl uenced 
my music, but he 
infl uenced me to 
do it,” Kryptic 
says.

Both students 
believe creating 
music is more 
than just a hobby.

Apollo created 
his own recording 
studio from the 
ground up, Apollo 
Studios, in order 
to allow others to explore 
the same passion he has for 
songwriting.  For the junior, 
creating music is his own 
form of  “therapy.” 

“Music got me out of  my 
depression, and gives me the 
mindset that I’m okay,” he 
says.

Despite some personal 
struggles, Kryptic believes 
his art is a chance to get past 
these problems. “I’m just 
trying to prove myself  and 
be something for my family,” 
the sophomore says.

Although they both 
understand their craft can 
be “stressful” at times, they 
credit consistency and
practice to their growth.

“You have to keep going 
and have fun with it; write 
things that nobody will ever 
hear,” Apollo says.”

Kryptic reinforces this 
advice. “Practice and deter-
mination are important,”
he says. “If  you have
determination, then you’ll 
have what it takes to
succeed.”

Apollo and Kryptic both 
realize the road to become a 

professional artist will 
not be easy, but they
remain diligent in reach-
ing their destination.

“I actually have a 
friend in Atlanta who’s 
signed in a studio there,” 
Apollo says. “She’s
trying to get them to 
sign me.” 

Kryptic works just 
as hard to get to that 
signing process. “I’m 
fi nding the opportuni-
ties, talking to people, 
getting everything right, 
and trying to get gigs,” 
he says.

They both hope to 
continue creating music 
after high school at Full 
Sail University in Flor-
ida. FSU is a producing 
college where students 
can learn how to
produce and make music. 

“Full Sail is more about 
talent than ACT scores,” 
Apollo explains. “They’re 
more focused on if  you have 
the motivation, and if  you 
are actually going to 
succeed.”

The two refl ect on their 
current successes and are 
seeing the progress unfold in 
front of  them.

“I started on Soundcloud 
using little sock mics, and 
now I’m well over 1,000 
views on YouTube for my 
song Problems,” Kryptic says.

Apollo also mentions that 
he has recorded and will be 
releasing a new music video 
for his song Win or Lose.

“You’ve got to write 
something that someone will 
either feel in the heart, or 
that they can dance to and 
have fun with,” Apollo says. 
“That’s the only way to get 
big or get noticed.”

Although the two hope 
people will also fi nd their 
music enjoyable, they just 
want their hard work and 
talents to be heard.

In Apollo’s song, Let Your 
Light Shine, a string of  lyrics 
perfectly summarize why
rapping is so important to 
both of  them.

“Everybody’s got talent. 
They just need something 
to boost them up and let it 
show.”

For Apollo and Kryptic, 
rapping is that something.

Students express themselves through rap music
Rapping for a Reason

Jordan Vallejo
Online Editor

Apollo Z (left) and Kryptic (right)
Photo by Katlyn Hall

“Music got me 
out of my 

depression, and 

gives me the 
mindset that

I’m okay.” 
-Apollo Z

“If you have determination, then you’ll have what it takes
to succeed.”

- Kryptic



Students visit New 
York on senior trip

Smoke Signals staff visits 
Washington D.C.

Members of the Class of 2018 visited New York 
City, where they took in all the sights and

sounds of the city that never sleeps.
Here, the group poses in Times Square.

Front, Chevi Price, Gabrielle Jackson, Tameia Williams, 
Kaitlyn Miracle, Callie Miracle, RaeAnna Whitaker; 
back, Megan Riley, Brooks Denham, Josh Tipton, 

Pearce Nisbet, Connor Sparks, Ryan Cooper, Jamie 
Miller, Tyler Cockerham, Emberli Lloyd, Skylar Berry, 

Abbi Ratliff, Maria Martinez and Shelby Shelton.
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Washington D.C.: the capital of  our 
nation fi lled  with sights to see, memo-
rials to visit, and museums to explore. 

Recently, our newspaper staff  got 
the chance to visit this great city and 
experience all it had to offer. This be-
ing my fi rst time in D.C., I was blown 
away.

The fi rst day in the Capital was a 
busy one. Between visiting the Newse-
um, some of  the Smithsonian Muse-
ums, and the Holocaust Museum, it 
was a day full of  discovery and refl ec-
tion. 

Exhibits at the Newseum like the 
Pulitzer Prize winning pictures and 
newspapers dating back to 1493 were 
awesome. Seeing original Van Gogh 
and Monet paintings in person was 
stunning. 

By far, the most impactful part of  
the day was the Holocaust Museum. 
You know about the horrors of  the 
Holocaust, but walking through the 

museum was a sobering and solemn 
experience. 

The next day was full of  memora-
ble moments. Visiting Arlington and 
watching the Changing of  the Guard 
for the fi rst time left me speechless. 
J.F.K.’s burial site with his family was 
really intriguing, especially with his 
quotes that surrounded it. 

Also, exploring National Harbor 
was amazing with the unique food 
choices and cool beach art.

 The Capital Wheel there was exhil-
arating. Being up that high in our na-
tion’s capital felt freeing and exciting. 

Ending the night with riding 
Segways through the city was a lot 
of  fun, despite the multiple falls and 
mishaps we had. 

All in all, the Washington D.C. trip 
was unforgettable. I not only learned 
so much about history, but about the 
people around me. Our staff  got to 
see so many amazing things, and we 
thrived as a family. The trip brought 
us closer together and reinforced that 
feeling more than ever. 

Hagan Wells
Executive Multimedia 

Editor

The Smoke Signals staff poses in front of a piece of the Berlin Wall.
Smoke Signals Photo



Everybody wants to make 
money doing what they love, so 
why shouldn’t student athletes?
Student athletes are some of  the 
hardest working students at a
university. 

Between their sport and class-
work, these students have almost 
no time to themselves.

Athletes can spend upwards of  
40 hours a week just practicing, 
which is the same as a full time job. 

This leaves athletes with very 
little time to study and do school-
work. It also leaves them with no 
time to make money of  their own. 

A lot of  athletes have schol-
arships when they attend these 
schools, which a lot see as their 
payment from the school. 

While a scholarship from a 
school is nice, it leaves the athlete 
with no money of  their own to 
spend.

Athletes across all college sports 
make millions of  dollars in revenue 
for their college. Yet, they see none 
of  this money that they make. 

Colleges could use a part of  the 
money made from sports to pay 
athletes for the hard work that they 
put in.

One of  the biggest issues people 
have against college athletes being 
paid is that they aren’t profession-
als in their sport. Of  course only a 
very select few will be able to make 
pros, but all of  the college athletes 
put in the same work to bring in 
money. 

College is a lot different than 
high school. 

In high school, you only worry 
about your sport for a few months 
which gives you time to get a job 
during your offseason. In college, 
you worry about your sport year-
round. 

You may get 2-3 months of  time 
off  from your sport but that gives 
you almost no time to get a job. 

Now saying all of  this, athletes 
shouldn’t be paid the millions they 
would earn being professionals. 

They should get paid maybe 
only a couple thousand spread out 
throughout the year. 

These athletes need to be repaid 
for all of  the good that they do for 
the school in their years of  com-
peting for it.

Spencer McCord
Multimedia Staff

Student athletes deserve payment 
for their hard work

Paying athletes creates more problems 
than it solves

Nick Hounshell
Sports Editor

All athletes have one goal: to play 
professionally. From the athletes’ fi rst 
step on a court or fi eld, they all dream 
of  the NBA, the NFL, the MLB, and 
more.

However, not many make it.
Of  all college sports, baseball is the 

only one where more than 2% of  the 
athletes make it to the top. Why should 
we treat the entire collegiate athletics 
population as if  they were all already 
professionals? 

If  universities were to pay their 
athletes, this would do nothing to make 
the traditional college student happy. 
Why should someone who can swing a 
bat get paid, while someone with a high 
ACT or GPA not? It is simply unfair. 

These college athletes already get 
paid: with scholarships. The aver-
age cost of  attending college is over 
$20,000 a year. At this rate, these ath-

letes earn more than a minimum wage 
job, all while playing a sport.

The idea of  paying athletes is one 
that would result in the colleges losing 
money as well. On top of  that, many 
colleges are already losing funding to-
wards their programs.

EKU had to cut their Men’s and 
Women’s tennis programs, and if  
athletes were to be paid, many more 
schools would follow suit. 

While many larger schools with huge 
programs would largely be unaffected 
fi nancially, this would negatively affect 
the large majority of  college sports. 

The big revenue sports, like football 
and basketball, would in turn become 
some of  the few programs to stick 
around, while other sports like tennis, 
bowling, and fencing would become 
almost nonexistent.

What do these college athletes need 
money for either? The schools pay for 
their families to travel to the games and 
sometimes more (Thanks, Rick Pitino). 

The whole goal of  college sports 
is for athletes to earn their way to the 
biggest leagues, and by paying the play-
ers, the competitive nature of  collegiate 
sports wouldn’t be the same.

On top of  this, if  athletes were to 
be paid, they would have no reason to 
go to class. The whole goal of  college 
is to educate, and many athletes would 
suddenly use it as a way to make money. 

Yes, athletes do deserved to be paid 
in the pro leagues, but  they need to 
earn their spot there fi rst. 

Should college athletes be paid? 
Sta�  members go helmet to helmet



Baseball team dreams of 
returning to state

Nick Hounshell
Sports Editor

New coaches, new season, same 
goal. 

Last season came to a close in 
the Sweet 16 in the form of  a 3-1 
defeat to the eventual state 
runner-up Simon Kenton. This 
year the Cards have hopes to 
make another run to Whitaker 
Bank Ballpark.

GRC returns plenty of  starters, 
having lost only five seniors last 
season. This experience provides 
the tools and talent to allow the 
Cards to make another deep 
post-season run. 

“It helps a lot because the 
majority of  our starters have at 
least a year of  varsity experience,” 
says senior Tyler Walton. “Expe-
rience is everything in high school 
baseball.” 

Senior Jake Ware spoke of  the 
seven returning starters, explaining 
how the experience “goes a long 
way, especially when handling 
post-season nerves.”

With the returning players, 
comes new head coach Matt 
Puckett. Puckett was on the 
coaching staff  in 2002 and 2003, 
when the Cards made consecutive 
appearances in the state tourna-
ment. 

Puckett, along with an entirely 
new staff, will look to take the 
Cardinals through the postseason 
and make a return to the Sweet 16.

“The new coaches help us build 
on everything we’ve done in the 

past. Along with building on our 
old motives, they add new things 
in,” junior Caden Easterling says. 

“Having a new coaching staff  
allows for everyone to have a clean 
slate,” adds Walton.

When Smoke Signals went to 
press, the team was 11-3. The 
Cards’ victories include a 7-3 win 
over Western Hills in extra innings, 
an 18-0 beatdown of  Bryan 
Station, and a 17-15 shootout with 
Harrison County.

The team is also undefeated in 
district play, with wins of  12-0 over 
Paris, 8-0 over Bourbon County, 
and were scheduled to play 
Montgomery County when 
Smoke Signals went to press.

The season might just be 
underway, but the team has high 
aspirations for the remainder of  
the season.

“Our team goal every year is 
state,” says Easterling. “We have 
so many returners from last year, 
and with the work we’ve put in this 
winter, there’s no way we can’t go 
back to back.” 

“The team goal this year is the 
same it has always been,” adds 
Walton. “Win district, win region, 
win state.”

The Cards have all the tools to 
return to state: experienced players 
and coaches, good team chemistry, 
and one common goal. GRC has 
a long season ahead, but with the 
right mix of  experience and talent, 
their goal is within their reach.

Savannah Green
Multimedia Staff

 New season, new coach, and new 
memories.

March marked the start of  a new 
season for GRC’s Lady Cards. This 
season brought a large amount of  
change to the team, including a new 
coach.

“A new coach provides a differ-
ent way of  thinking,” says junior 
Courtney Miles. “The team is coming 
together and building a new 
backbone as we have changed the 
way we approach different parts of  
the game, like defense.”

Of  course, the season also brings 
out a new opportunity for success.  
The members of  the team are 
confident that this season will be 
strong.

“I think our season will go well. 
We had a slow start but we are 
continuing to work hard and grow as 
a team,” says Miles.

Their confidence is sourced from 
the clear goals the team has. They 
know what they need to do in order 
to achieve their ambitions.

“Our goals for this season are to 
always play together as a team, win 
the district, win region, and dominate 
at state,” says senior Claire Branden-
burg.

Goals aren’t the only things that 
are motivating the team. Their 
teammates inspire them to keep 
playing.

“My favorite thing about playing 
softball is always being together with 
my friends because we’re one big 

happy family,” says Brandenburg.
It’s inevitable when teammates are 

close that memories are made. The 
memories stick with them and are 
the foundation for playing softball.

“One of  my favorite memories 
was when we were playing in regions 
and I hit a home run and everyone 
cheered because we weren’t doing 
that great. It got everyone else to 
start hitting,” says senior Whitney 
Walker.

Although for others, it’s the love 
for the sport itself  that keeps them 
engaged in the game.

“Softball is a great stress reliever,” 
says Miles. “I enjoy playing or 
practicing because I’m able to do 
something I love despite what is 
happening outside of  the field.”

Their passions have lead them to 
working hard to be the best team 
members they can be. They plan on 
doing everything they can to support 
their team.

“I want to be the person to step 
up, to keep everyone’s head up, and 
to be the encouragement to win,” 
says Walker.

With these goals and a group this 
close, they feel they have everything 
they need to make it to state.

“I think we have what it takes to 
make it to state,” says Miles. “We are 
a team that doesn’t easily give up. We 
are able to overcome adversity during 
the game and continue to put up a 
fight.”

It’s a new season with a new coach 
and new memories, and with this 
hard work, new success. 

Softball players ready
for continued success



Track team starts off season with success

Tennis team hopes to make trip to state

On April 10, the track team traveled to Montgomery County and brought 
home the trophy for the Mayor’s Cup. Multiple individual runners finished in 
the top three of their events, several of the boys’ relay teams finished in first 
place, and several of the girls’ relay teams finished in second place.

Match Schedule

April 30 vs. Bourbon County

May 3 at Model Lab

Region starts Friday at
Montgomery County.

Savannah Anderson 
Sports Editor

The girls’ track team and Coach Dixon pose with the Mayor’s Cup trophy.

Senior runners Haley Goldhahn and Dasia Glanton.Azariah Israel, Cord Tackett, and Johnathan Rieteral (9th). Back row,Terrell Baker, Lukas Parido, Blake Jernigan, Lamont Kennedy. 
Front row, Quinton Boone. 

The tennis season is officially 
underway, and many players are 
eager and excited for what this 
season could bring.

“I feel hopeful about this 
season,” senior Sophie Sams said. 
“We have a lot of  strong players.”

Junior Luke Martin is also 
hopeful about the season, and 
because of  the lack of  seniors 
on the boys’ team, called it “an 
opportunity to play like we have 
nothing to lose.” 

When it comes to the camara-
derie of  the team, one word can 

describe it all – family. 
“Being on the team is like a 

family,” Sams said. “We are all 
so close and ready to help each 
other do better on and off  the 
court.” 

Part of  this camaraderie can be 
attributed to the familiarity with 
their coach, Caitlin Graham. 

“It’s the second year with 
Caitlin as our coach,” Martin said. 
“So being able to continue to 
develop relationships on the team 
has been awesome.” 

The ultimate goal for the 
tennis family is one that most 
high school athletes dream of.

“This season, I’m hoping we 
can win a few matches at the 
region tournament and get to 
state,” Martin said. “That’s the 
ultimate goal, but of  course I 
also want to beat Montgomery 
County.” 

Sams also hopes for good 
performances at the region 
tournament so the team can 
“represent GRC at state.” 

Martin says the team has a 
good chance this season to see 
success on the court, so catch the 
tennis Cards in action at the old 
YMCA.



Bottom strip: Jalam Sutton; Van Vermillion; Madison Plowman; Darci McCoy; Caroline Handshoe; Zach Large and “Annie”; Cassie Shields Photos by Annie Bradshaw

The Board of  Education meeting on 
April 17 was full of  big decisions, one of  which 
was to proceed with the construction of  all 
components of  GRC’s total campus. 

Previously, construction was going to be 
split up into several phases, starting with the 
gymnasium, football/soccer field, track, and 
tennis courts, which are already underway.

After a 5-0 vote to adjust the plan for 
construction, GRC will also receive baseball 
and softball fields, a football practice field, and 
a field house. Construction is expected to begin 
in May.

The rest of  the project is expected to cost 
around $9 million. Six million of  this will come 
from the district’s general funds, while the rest 
will come from a local bond sale. (Local bond 
sales are not tax increases.)

GRC Principal David Bolen has high hopes 
for the new construction plan.

“We will finally be complete,” says Bolen. 
“We will have the total campus everyone has 
waited for.”

In addition to the added fields, the field house 
will have a large inside area for storage and team 
practices.

“The field house could very well be the crown 
jewel of  the whole facility,” says Bolen. “Many 
teams and the marching band will benefit 
because they will be able to practice indoors.”

These benefits go beyond the field house, 
however.

Football coach Oliver Lucas, believes the total 
campus will affect the football team positively. 

“The new facilities will have a lot of  bearing 
on the success of  the football team,” says Lucas. 
“We will be on par with our rivals, which will 
help tremendously.”

The turf  field will also be a huge benefit to 
the team. “With the turf  field, we will be able to 
practice in inclement weather without having to 
worry about tearing up the field,” says Lucas.

The proximity of  the facilities is another 
positive aspect of  the total campus.

“The new field is more conducive to what we 
need to do as a team,” says Lucas. “We won’t 
have to travel from location to location in order 
to use the field, weight room, and practice 
facility.”

With the gym, football/soccer field, tennis 
courts, and track under construction, and the 
rest of  the campus on the way, there is 
excitement in the air within the walls of  GRC. 

TOTAL CAMPUS!

Board of Ed approves
complete construction
of athletic complex

Emily Rice
Editor-in-Chief



Congratulations to the Archery team for qualifying for nationals!
� e competition will be held in Louisville on May 10.

Emilie Stevenson

Logan Gamble

Jevan Lewis

Megan Stultz
Sadie 

Gayheart

Cheyanne Riddlebarger 
and Taylor Whitaker

William 
and 

Jessica 
Brooks

Noah Isham

Daniel Morris
Grayson Barnett

‘Nocking’ on Nationals’ Door
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