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Working Together to Make a Better School
       On April 9, 2018, George 
Mason University Korea 
(GMUK) held a town hall 
meeting with President Lee 
in order to discuss issues that 
both the students and faculty 
had. One of the first things 
President Lee announced was 
that GMUK was the first IGC 
(Incheon Global Campus) 
university to pay off govern-
ment loans and was now reg-
istered as an official univer-
sity in the Chinese ministry. 
With the gateway to China, 
the university hopes to bring 
in more foreign students. At-
tendants were also informed 
on the current status of 
GMUK’s graduate program, 
Computer Game Design, and 
stated the forms had been 
submitted for approval by 
the Fairfax campus. Another 
announcement was that five 
summer courses will open for 
students to enroll in. 
     President Lee then pre-
sented a PowerPoint on the 
statistics of spending and in-
formed the students that the 
plan for next semester was to 
apply a new scholarship for 
students heading to Fairfax 
called ‘Transition to Fairfax.’ 
Applications for the scholar-
ship is open during Spring

2018, and emails were sent to 
all students. In the presenta-
tion, total revenues (-schol-
arships,+subsidy) transi-
tioned from $6,442,056 to 
$7,373,863 and the offered 
scholarships had a growth 
rate of 131%. It also informed 
that since 2015, over 120 in-
ternships have been offered 
with 55 being on-campus. 
     Once all information was 
provided, students and facul-

ty were given the opportunity 
to ask questions to the Presi-
dent. One of the first students 
who asked was SungHun 
Jang (Junior, Economics). 
The first question was about 
how the university brands it-
self both inside and outside 
of the campus. He mentioned 
that to brand the university 
well, having “good alumni” 
is just as important as adver-
tising. He also brought up the 

retention ratio in GMUK. 
President Lee responded by 
stating the retention rate is 75 
to 80 percent due to a number 
of reasons. He stated a sur-
vey on reasons of leaving the 
university showed finance 
was the biggest cause. In ad-
dition, other reasons included 
lack of course offerings and 
compulsory military service. 
Knowing this, he stated the 
university was trying to in-

crease the budget of scholar-
ships to potentially solve this 
issue. 
     Another topic was envi-
ronment on campus. Andrea 
Kwon (Freshman, Conflict 
Analysis and Resolution) in-
troduced that many students 
lack the understanding of 
what it means to be a ‘Patri-
ot’ and whether the school is 
working on creating a uni-
form school identity. She 
asked about the university’s 
objective on this issue and 
about enforcing an ‘Eng-
lish-only Policy.’ The school 
responded that they are going 
to implement ‘English zones’ 
throughout the building, as it 
is a common practice with-
in many schools as a way to 
prevent discrimination. In 
addition, they announced to 
promote programs, such as 
the Chingu Program, to bring 
more Fairfax students to the 
Korean campus.
     Overall, the town hall 
meeting was seen as a posi-
tive interaction between the 
university and students. Both 
parties were able to express 
their opinion on topics they 
deemed as important to the 
development of the universi-
ty and anticipates more meet-
ings in the future. 
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Quote of the Day

“Live as a brave men;
and if fortune is adverse, 

front its blows with 
brave hearts.”

-Cicero

“There is no 
security on this earth, 

there is only opportunity”

- General Dogulas 
MacAuthur

 https://gmukvoice.wixsite.com/voiceofgmuk/blog

President Lee speaking at the town hall meeting / Photo by: The Voice of GMUK

Cross Registration amongst IGC 
Universities Kicks Off

    George Mason University 
Korea (“GMUK”) launched 
a ‘Cross-Registration Pro-
gram’ amongst IGC univer-
sities starting from Spring 
2018. The program enables 
students to cross-register 
at other IGC universities. 
GMUK students can take 
certain classes at Univer-
sity of Utah Asia Campus 
(“UAC”) and Ghent Uni-
versity Global Campus 

in Golf, and two students 
in Chemistry I. Yoga is ap-
proved as RECR 186, Golf 
as RECR 169 and Chemistry 
I as CHEM 211/213 (Mason 
Core Lab Science). Elise Lee 
(Junior, Global Affairs) said, 
“Through the yoga course, I 
can relieve stress and exer-
cise. It is an useful and new 
experience for me.” Also, 
one of the students taking 
Chemistry I, Sorae Kim 
said, “Honestly, I registered 
to fulfill my required cred-
its, which is Science Lab. It 
is somehow difficult, but in-
teresting, and it is also help-
ful to learn the differences in 
academic systems between 
GMUK and GUGC.”
     Jiye Chang, Assistant Di-
rector of Academic Affairs 
mentioned, “This is not a 
‘study elsewhere’ opportu-
nity, so it is represented in 

the transcript as GMUK 
courses, not transfer credits. 
GMUK will be trying to de-
velop it by approving more 
courses and we are further 
planning to establish new 
partnerships with SUNY.” 
      Students can get more 
specific information by vis-
iting the Office of Academic 
Affairs on the 5th floor, or 
they can simply visit Aca-
demic Affairs’ Blackboard 
page and click the “Organ-
ization” category. Moreover, 
students should check the 
information for ‘Fall 2018 
Cross-Registration’ that will 
be provided via email before 
the beginning of every se-
mester.

pus (“GUGC”). Also, 
students from UAC and 
GUGC can register for 
GMUK courses. At UAC, 
students can take cours-
es in Film, Media, Music, 
Yoga, and Golf, and at Gh-
ent University, Chemistry 
I. 
     Eight GMUK students 
are currently participating 
in this program: five stu-
dents in Yoga, one student 
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“Life would be tragic if it 
weren’t funny”

- Stephen Hawking
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“We Need Your Participation”
: A Talk with the New Student Council President and Vice President

Jeonghyun Lee | Reporter
jlee178@masonlive.gmu.edu

     In Fall 2016, a number of stu-
dents took action to structure the 
GMUK Student Council with the 
purpose of enhancing communi-
cation between the university and 
the students, diminishing misun-
derstandings, and improving the 
school community. From that point 
on, the Student Council has been 
an authorized student group to act 
on any school issues and perform as 
an official bridge. Despite the recent 
controversy over the management 
of the MT(Membership Training) 
and the letterman jackets, the Stu-
dent Council reveals their goals to 
become a more competent organi-
zation. The newly elected President, 
Jisu Lee (Business, Sophomore), and 
Vice President, Sang Hyun Choi 
(Business, Sophomore) answered 
some questions from The Voice. 

Q: What are your specific roles as 
President and Vice President?

A: Jisu Lee: "As President, I am in 
charge of the academic branch. I 
focus on academic affairs and con-
sistently communicate with the stu-
dents, and Mason Korea Academic 
Affairs (MKAA). As we also have 
members who represent each major, 
each representative, I work closely 
together when a student has a con-
cern with a class, professor, or any 
general academic questions.”

     Sang Hyun Choi: "As Vice Pres-
ident, I supervise the residence life 
branch, which includes the cam-
pus and dormitory life. I am also in 
charge of RSO fairs, sports, and any 
international student affairs. Also, I 
want to add that although Jisu and

I are responsible for two different 
branches, we often collaborate and 
attend crucial meetings togeth-
er. For instance, we regularly meet 
with schools from IGC and the IGC 
foundation for uprising conflicts or 
security issues in residence life."

Q: Have you successfully fulfilled 
your roles as the Student Council?

A: “Even though our roles are offi-
cially separated into two branches, 
we often work together. The truth is, 
we first followed the footsteps of the 
previous Student Council by adopt-
ing the two branch system. However, 
it makes more sense for us to work 
as a team. We don’t want to separate 
our duties and we are also very de-
pendent on each other to bring out 
the best outcome. Moreover, there 
has been many trials and errors to 
structure this Student Council, such 
as having new representatives for 
different departments, like the RSO, 
Sports, and Event representative. 
Although we sometimes encounter 
hardships, we believe we are fulfill-
ing our roles successfully to become 
a more competent Student Council.” 

improve. We were actually think-
ing of re-introducing the Student 
Council so that students know who 
we are and what we do. Ultimately, 
we are asking for more participation 
and attention from the students. 
Thankfully, approximately 90 stu-
dents joined the MT trip and 130 
students joined the Freshman Wel-
coming Event. Also, the RSO Fair 
was pretty successful. We appreciate 
the students’ cooperation and atten-
tion to those events and hope to see 
more Patriots at the upcoming Ma-
son Baseball Night and Mason Day. 
Unfortunately, we saw fewer peo-
ple participating during the Spirit 
Week, but we understand it may 
be embarrassing because some stu-
dents are not used to them. Howev-
er, we encourage everyone to come 
out and enjoy their college lives with 
other fellow students through such 
events. It’s college, and it’s supposed 
to be fun!"

Q: What are your goals and future 
plans as President and Vice Presi-

dent for Student Council?

A: "Our biggest goal is to have stu-
dents come to us for questions and 
more participation. We heard that 
some freshmen feel uneasy to reach 
out to us. It might be because of our 
heavy title, but we want all students 
to take full advantage of our service. 
We greatly appreciate all comments, 
whether they are positive or nega-
tive, because it gives us a chance to 

Q: Do you have any messages for 
the students?

A: "Again, we want students to take 
advantage of us. Even though being 
a part of the Student Council has al-
ways been voluntary, we are work-
ing hard to improve and represent 
the school. We do not want students 
to feel separated from us, because 
we are here for them. We believe 
having more communication be-
tween the Student Council and the 
students is vital for improvement. 
One of the ways to reach out to us is 
by participating in our “Open Meet-
ing” event that happens every third 
Monday of the month. We welcome 
students to come and observe the 

meeting, and have a Q&A session at 
the end. So, please don’t hesitate to 
express your opinions. Also, please 
follow us on Instagram (2018_SC_
GMUK) for more Student Council 
news!"
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The President of Student Council, Jisu Lee (on the right) and Vice President, Sang Hyun Choi (on the left) answering 
questions from The Voice. / Photo by The Voice of GMUK

“ We are here for 
the students”
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Ready Player One and VR Richard Youngjae O’Neill 
Comes Back with New Album 

‘DUO’Steven Spielberg’s new SF, movie uses recent and 
innovative VR technology

     Steven Spielberg returned to the big 
screen with the new action-packed 
sci-fi movie ‘Ready Player One.’ It 
gained an IMBd rating of 79% and 
hit the box office with great success. 
The movie is about a virtual reality 
world called OASIS, and the creator 
of OASIS decided to leave the con-
trol of the OASIS to whoever finds 
the hidden keys to the ‘Easter Egg.’ 
The movie crosses over between vir-
tual reality (VR) and the real world 
with events happening on both sides 
affecting each other. Although the 
movie is set in the year 2045, most 
of the technology used in the movie 
is replicable with today’s technology. 
Just like the characters in the mov-
ie, we can buy headgear for display 
and hand controllers for movement 
in virtual reality. Some systems use 
motion capture technology, such as 
‘Xbox Kinect,’ requiring no control-
lers. They also utilized ‘Movement 
Pad,’which is like a treadmill that al-
lows players to actually “walk” dur-
ing games.
     VR technology first started devel-
oping around 1950’s when ideas of 
films having 3D (three-dimensional) 
effects began to develop afterwards. 
While this was different than what 
VR looks like now, the modern VR 
systems appeared in 2000’s. It was 
originally used for the military to 

train their soldiers for situations that 
are not easy to simulate in the real 
world. Today, with VR being more 
focused on entertainment, most com-
puters and consoles are VR-ready, 
only needing some equipment and 
software. Along with pre-existing 
companies, new companies develop-
ing virtual reality technology are try-
ing to get ahead in the competition. 
     The movie points to both positive 
and negative sides of VR. It shows 
that VR is limitless; people can do 
what is impossible in the real world 
and experience activities that are hard 
to do. However, VR faces problems 
such as getting addicted to the virtual 
world. This can result in neglecting 
the real world, and the movie ad-
dresses this issue in several scenes. 
VR must overcome these problems 
to advance.
     Before watching the movie, it is 
recommended to watch or at least 
briefly review settings of “The Shin-
ing” a horror movie released in 1980, 
as key part of the movie develops 
greatly around it. It can be confusing 
to watch without prior knowledge to 
it.

     Korean-American violist Rich-
ard Yongjae O’Neill had a fansign 
event for his new album, ‘DUO’, on 
March 23rd. Exactly one week lat-
er, the ‘DUO’ recital was held at the 
Incheon Culture and Art Center.
     In a classical music concert, the 
typical instruments that comes into 
people’s minds would be the violin, 
cello, clarinet, or flute. However, 
O’Neill popularized the viola through 
many recitals and concerts world-
wide, especially in Korea. Through 
his performances, he is recognized 
as one of the most dedicated violists 
to emanate a beautiful melody of the 
unfamiliar instrument. 
     In an interview during the fan 
sign event, he explained about the re-
cital in Korea and the DUO album. 
He mentioned that this was the 9th 
album working with Universal Clas-
sics,  featuring the greatest compos-
ers, such as Mozart and Beethoven. 
All the pieces in the album are duets 
with fellow musicians; another viol-
ist, a violinist, and a cellist, hence the 
title of the album, ‘DUO’. 
     His philosophy for music is anoth-
er thing to talk about, along with the 
great performances at the recital. He 
pointed out in the interview, “I have 
this belief that if you use your mind, 
you can control your body, but it 
works some of the time. We have dif-

Sungwon Mun| Reporter
smun5@masonlive.gmu.edu

ferent things in our gift of life. About 
resources and what we decide to do 
with it. I have a lot of interests, and I 
try to do it 500%. If you’re going to 
do something, you need to do it right. 
The commitment and the process of 
pushing into the limit is really help-
ful. There are many things you can 
do, it just takes a little bit of effort in 
your life.”
     At the ‘DUO’ recital, the first part 
of the concert consisted of only duet 
or quartet songs, whereas the second 
part had many concertos in collabo-
ration with the DITTO Chamber Or-
chestra. After this tour in Korea, with-
in the next few months, he will come 
back with his fellow ensemble mem-
bers for the DITTO festival in June. 
O’Neill and his management, Credia 
International, started out as the DIT-
TO ensemble in 2007 and grew to 
the level of a music festival. With the 
slogan “Be the Original”, this year’s 
festival will start off with O’Neill and 
pianist Dong-Hyek Lim’s duo perfor-
mance on June 7th. Another major 
performance is DITTO’s collabora-
tion with the legendary cellist, Mis-
cha Maisky, on June 12th. Finally, 
the finale will be the ensemble DIT-
TO’s “ep.10+1” performance on June 
23th. All of these performances will 
be in the Lotte Concert Hall.

Credit: Credia InternationalCredit: readyplayeronemovie.com
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Language Exchange:
Bridge Between International and 

Domestic Students on Campus
     Every other Thursday, the Global 
Lounge is filled with laughter and 
interactions amongst a group of stu-
dents, ready to exchange ideas and 
cultures.The Language Exchange is 
a program where students with var-
ious backgrounds can come to in-
teract and learn about each other’s 
cultures. It was established in the 
2017 Fall semester by the former 
international student representa-
tive, Josie Gates. The event is held 
bi-weekly on Thursday from 7PM 
to 8PM at the Global Lounge and is 
open to all Mason students.
     As the GMUK student popula-
tion is getting larger each semester, 
it is harder for students to interact 
with one another. Josie Gates wit-
nessed a gap and wanted it to be 
filled. In a brief interview with The 
Voice, she shared what influenced 
her to create this program, “My 
purpose was to help facilitate com-
munication between international 
students and their Korean coun-
terparts. Some students have ex-
pressed that they aren’t comfortable 
approaching each other or weren’t 
sure how, so I wanted to develop a 
safe space where students feel com-
fortable speaking freely and getting 
to know each other. My goal was to 
offer more comfortable communi-
cation and interactions with various 
cultures.”
     This semester, the new inter-
national student representative, 
Haseung Joung, has continued the 
Language Exchange and shared her 
goals for the program, 

“My goal is to give both interna-
tional students and Korean students 
a platform to discuss openly about 
a variety of topics, whether it is 
about each other’s culture, school, 
and etc. I wanted it to be an oppor-
tunity to speak without judgment.” 
She continued, “I hope the Lan-
guage Exchange can be a part of a 
‘bridge’ I’m hoping to build between 
international and Korean students. 
I want to change any stereotypes or 
misconceptions that can be derived 
from simple miscommunication. 
Maybe this could be a platform to 
create that communicative atmos-
phere on campus.”
     So far, the students who have 
been actively participating have 
given positive feedback. Freshman 
Andrea Kwon,who has been partic-
ipating since last semester said, “It 
is a good idea and very necessary to 
this school, because a lot of times, it 
is hard to reach out to students who 
are not similar to ourselves. Lan-
guage Exchange creates an acces-
sible environment where students 
can freely and comfortably express 
themselves while bridging existing 
gaps.” 
      As there are upcoming sessions 
this semester, there are still chanc-
es to join. The Language Exchange 
is an opportunity to stop by for an 
hour, talk to someone new, and 
share various cultures that students 
bring to the table. 

On Familiarity 
     The familiar. How would you 
define it, exactly? That feeling of 
knowing something (or someone) 
fundamentally? Recognizing it for 
what it is and what it is not. There 
is a certain comfort in that, in the 
knowing. We are able to make sense 
of that thing. We can put it in the 
appropriate compartment in our 
brain; catalogue it with the correct 
label and emotional significance; 
tag it in a convenient manner for 
ourselves and for others.
     Korea was not familiar to me. Not 
in its food, its language, its rhythms 
and pulses, its weather patterns, its 
modes of transportation, its mu-
sic or its culture. Not in the way it 
looked, or smelled, or sounded, or 
tasted. All of it, to me, felt unknow-
able when I first arrived two short 
months ago. During those blus-
tery days in early March, at times, 
I experienced the unfamiliarity in-
tensely. It was overwhelming. I was 
prepared for it, to some extent. But 
in those first weeks and months the 
unfamiliar struck me in a very par-
ticular way: as loneliness.
     A week ago, I was on the east-
ern side of the Korean peninsula, 
in Gangneung, with my girlfriend, 
who was visiting from DC. It was 
a crisp, spring afternoon and we 
sat on the beach looking out at the 
glassy waves, as they reflected the 
tangerine glints of the setting sun. 
As the light faded and the temper-
ature dropped, we got up from our 
bench in the sand and walked un-
derneath the canopy of pine trees 
that divided the beach from the 
street, past the seafood restaurants, 
one after another after another. In 
front of each stood aquariums full 
of abalone, and king crab, red snap-
per and rockfish, and many other 

creatures that I cannot name.
     We walked into one of the res-
taurants and were taken to a 
low-standing wood table. We took 
off our shoes and sat on the floor. 
The restaurant walls echoed with 
voices and laughter, indistinguish-
able sounds; the air buzzed with 
movement, hostesses and wait staff 
shuffling about; in their hands they 
held either plates of raw fish on beds 
of thinly-sliced Korean radish, or 
bottles of soju. 
     We ordered maeun-tang, a spicy 
seafood stew, which was recom-
mended to me by a couple of my 
students. When the waiter brought 
it out, we gazed at a bubbling caul-
dron of red broth, filled with chunks 
of crab, scallops, clams, and shrimp, 
and topped with leafy greens. I’d 
never seen anything quite like it. I 
proceeded with caution, not entire-
ly sure what I had just gotten my-
self into. I blew gently on my first 
spoonful and hoped for the best.   
     I’ll spare you the details. But by 
the end, my grey Mason hoodie was 
speckled with tiny red dots. It was 
one of the most memorable meals 
I’ve ever had.
     As many of you prepare for se-
mesters into the unfamiliar, to Fair-
fax, I wish you all the best. Try to 
embrace the unfamiliarity. It isn’t al-
ways easy, that’s for sure. Some days 
will be cold and quiet and lonely. 
But also, there will be flickers, mo-
ments when the unfamiliar sketches 
a memory into your brain, one you 
might cherish forever. You’ll find 
your maeun-tang. I’m sure of it.
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