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“Try Bravely, 
Challenge Directly”

:GMUK Alumni Heads to   
Geneva Graduate School

     Yuna Kim ’17 (Glob-
al Affairs), one of the first 
George Mason University 
Korea graduates, is heading 
the Graduate Institution of 
International and Devel-
opment Studies (IHEID) at 
Geneva in September 2018. 
This news is indeed dramat-
ic and inspiring for fellow 
patriots, since she is part of 
the first generation of the 
school. The Voice of GMUK 
celebrated her achievement 
and interviewed Kim about 
her time with Mason Korea 
and her journey to IHEID.
     IHEID is a renowned 
graduate school in the field 
of international relations 
primarily due to its history 
and location. It is the oldest 
school of international rela-
tions in Europe and was the 
world’s first university ded-
icated to the field of inter-
national affairs. According 
to IHEID, “Today, Geneva 
hosts 30 international or-
ganizations, 250 interna-
tional non-governmental 
organizations and 172 states 

represented by a permanent 
mission.” Graduate Insti-
tute, Geneva is located in a 
major international district 
and it has a close relation-
ship with over one hundred 
international, non-govern-
mental and private organi-
zations in Geneva. There are 
numerous opportunities for 
students from all over the 
world to experience intern-
ships in NGOs and other 
international organizations.
     Kim’s concentration was 
Global Governance here at 
Mason Korea. Yet, being the 
first generation of GMUK 
had made it hard for her to 
get necessary support for 
career development due to 
the lack of job educational 
systems. Therefore, she built 
her job experiences by di-
rectly appealing herself and 
her desires to internship po-
sitions at numerous compa-
nies and organizations. She 
also did not miss the infor-
mation that the Professors 
of Global Affairs provided 
to the students, and further 

to the students, and furth-
erparticipated in various 
international forums which 
had been held in Songdo. 
She could move one step 
closer to her dreams with 
passion and continuous ef-
forts.
     Along with her own ef-
forts, she mentioned, “When 
I was preparing for the 
graduate school, I received 
huge help from professors 
at Mason Korea.” Her sin-
cerity and continuous trials 
for her dream moved the 
professors’ minds positive-
ly. Especially, she has been 
working as a program assis-
tant at GMUK with faculty 

who gave her essential ad-
vice. In addition, with ad-
vice and information from 
the GMUK faculties and 
staff, she could complete 
the preparation process suc-
cessfully. Although Yuna 
Kim had received job offers 
from companies which she 
had previously worked for, 
she decided to pursue her 
studies at Geneva. 
     In the interview with 
The Voice, she described, 
“GMUK had been a good 
stepping stone in my life.” 
During her years at Mason 
Korea, she had been stud-
ying and preparing for her 
dream in a relatively more 

infertile and unstable envi-
ronment than the current 
students. She believed in 
her infinite potential and 
continuously challenged 
herself. She notes, “Besides 
feeling envy for the fresh 
opportunities that present 
students get, I look forward 
to meeting Mason Korea 
students not only in Gene-
va, but also on the interna-
tional stage.”
     “The most important thing 
is to find information, use 
the information from the 
school actively, try bravely, 
and challenge directly,” she 
especially advised to Global 
Affairs students.

Ha Eun Choi | Reporter
hchoi34@masonlive.gmu.edu

Come Join Spirit Week: 
Together, Fun Could be Doubled

     Each month, there 
comes a week where stu-
dents, whether they are up-
perclassmen or incoming 
freshmen, walk around the 
campus wearing colorful 
pajamas, matching outfits 
with friends, or even rec-
reating what they used to 
wear when they were little. 
The Student Council has 
adopted Spirit Week, a very 
popular tradition in Amer-
ican institutions, and it has 
been on full swing for two 
months.
     The Student Council 
kicked off Spirit Weeks in 
March and May with vari-
ous types of themes for the 
semester. In March, there 
were events such as Twin 
Tuesday, Throwback Thurs-
day and Freaky Friday. This 

month, new themes such 
as Tropical Tuesday, Think 
Pink Thursday, and Fancy 
Friday were added. Mason 
Monday and Woke Up Like 
This Wednesday were re-
peated themes for the past 
two Spirit Weeks. Students 
could use their creativity to 
wear their outfits accord-
ing to the impression that 
comes to their mind when 
they hear those ‘new’ names 
for the days.
     Yet, Spirit Week to the 
domestic students is a 
game-changer. As wearing 
pajamas to school is not a 
common thing to find in 
Korean institutions, some 
students faced difficulties 
in keeping up with such 
‘exotic’ themes. Freshman 
Youjung Shin stated, “Since 

the peers around me are 
not joining I decided I 
wouldn’t do it anymore.” 
However, other students 
who are more familiar to 
such events enjoy the Spir-
it Weeks to the full extent. 
Another Freshman Chaerin 
Lee, mentioned, “In my per-
sonal experience, most stu-
dents in my high school in 
the United States, enjoyed, 
and I still keep good memo-
ries with Spirit Week… Stu-
dents think it is kind of their 
duty to match.” The students 
have various opinions about 
how they think of the Spirit 
Week. Additionally, faculty 
members also shared their 
thoughts about Spirit Week. 
Professor Eunmee Lee stat-
ed, “Professors support the 
event and hopes the event 

will spread not only to the 
students, but the university 
as a whole!”
     Due to unfamiliarity and 
lack of participation, it will 
take a long time for the stu-
dents to become close to 
one another. Student Coun-
cil is planning on creating 
more events along with 
Spirit Week, where there are 
more opportunities for stu-
dents to be able to learn and 
interact with one another. 
As more Spirit Weeks are 
coming up, Student Coun-
cil’s hope is that more stu-
dents will be aware of the 
true meaning of the event 
and build their confidence 
to show their school spirit. 
Student Council plans to re-
sume this event in the Fall as 
the new semester begins.

Hyun Hui Kim | Reporter
hkim91@masonlive.gmu.edu

Quote of the Day

“I trust that everything 
happens for a reason, 

even when we’re not wise 
enough to see it”

-Oprah Winfrey

“Don’t be afraid your life 
will end; be afraid that it 

will never begin”

- Grace Hansen

“Life is either a daring 
adventure or nothing”

- Helen Keller

First generation graduate Yuna Kim talks about her time at Mason Korea / Photo by : The Voice of GMUK
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Talk Concert with Ambassadors Opens Windows 
to World Affairs

LGBT+ Support Blossoms Within IGC

Hyun Seon Kim | Reporter
hkim204@masonlive.gmu.edu

     In the spirit of expand-
ing acceptance and aware-
ness of the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender Plus 
(LGBT+) community, Utah 
University Asia Campus 
opened its first-ever “Pride 
Week” in Incheon Global 
Campus (IGC). Pride Week 
was open to all IGC mem-
bers and several Mason 
Korea students participated 
in the event as well.
     With LGBT+ being such 
a sensitive topic in South 
Korea, it was a risky de-
cision that Utah made to 
promote Pride Week. De-
spite concerns that students 
would be uncomfortable 
speaking about the topic or 

uninterested in supporting 
LGBT+ communities, they 
decided it was an important 
topic to express. However, 
the event had a higher turn-
out than expected. Close to 
100 IGC students showed 
up to events and expressed 
their support to the LGBT+ 
community. All around the 
Utah school building were 
pride flags and other rain-
bow-designed decorations 
to express the pride support. 
Utah also gave out pride 
stickers, pins and tote bags 
to students who participat-
ed in the events they held.
     George Mason students 
participated in this event as 
well. The influence to come 

support the LGBT+ com-
munity spread out to other 
IGC universities, encour-
aging Mason students to 
participate in the event and 
show their support. During 
the first activity that Utah 
had for Pride Week, they 
asked passing students to 
write encouraging notes 
to the LGBT+ community. 
GMUK Freshman Young-
Seo Park stated that she 
wrote about how she sup-
ports the LGBT+ members 
and hopes that they will 
remember that there are 
many other students who 
support them as well. Many 
other students wrote similar 
messages in hopes that they 

they would help other stu-
dents feel more comfortable 
in their school environment.
     Henry Kim, a Utah stu-
dent who took part in plan-
ning Pride Week stated 
that the topic of LGBT+ in 
school made him reminisce 
negative memories from 
when he was younger, as 
his classmates expressed 
their hate for the communi-
ty or their confusion about 
the topic. However, when 
he arrived to university, 
he felt that there was more 
support for the LGBT+ 
community and thought it 
was a good idea to inform 
other students. He hopes 
that these events will influ-

ence students to be more 
accepting to the LGBT+ 
members and in the future, 
be able to see each other 
as equals. Utah Freshman 
Nicole Shelton noted, “The 
committee’s goal for pride 
week was to make LGBT+ 
a less taboo subject espe-
cially around our campus. 
We just want people to feel 
more comfortable about 
the topic especially people 
of the LGBT+ community 
that haven’t come out yet. 
To make them feel safer 
and feel more accepted in 
general.”

Kristy Tsai | Reporter
ktsai2@masonlive.gmu.edu

Deputy of Afghanistan speaks duting the the Talk Concert / Photo by : The Voice of GMUK

     The “Talk Concert with 
Ambassadors” event took 
place at George Mason Uni-
versity Korea, with ambas-
sadors from nine countries 
participating on May 14. 
Co-hosted by the GMUK 
Career Development Center 
and the IGC foundation, this 
event enabled students to 
meet the ambassadors from 
various countries, including 
Iran, Afghanistan,  Bolivia, 
Vietnam, Nepal, Mexico, 

Honduras, Senegal, and   
Peru.
     The Talk Concert began 
with three respective key-
note speeches given by the 
ambassadors of Vietnam, 
Mexico, and Senegal. Each 
ambassador generally ex-
plained about basic infor-
mation of their countries 
and their relationship with 
Korea. Ambassador Nguyen 
Vu Tu of Vietnam was the 
first to give the keynote 

tural and historical solidari-
ty of both nations. Mention-
ing that Korea and Vietnam 
have similar cultural values 
and strong historic ties, the 
ambassador emphasized he 
hopes both countries can 
utilize these factors to cre-
ate stronger diplomatic re-
lations. The ambassador of 
Mexico, Bruno Figueroa, 
gave the second speech ti-
tled “Korea and Mexico: 
Strategic Partners in a New 

International Economic En-
vironment.” He expressed 
the long diplomatic rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries since 1962, noting his 
opinion on the like-mind-
ed democracies and social 
policies of the countries. 
Finally, the ambassador of 
Senegal, Mamadou Faye, 
introduced his country as a 
‘land of business opportu-
nities’ with democracy and 
political stability.
     Following the keynote 
speeches, the event pro-
ceeded to the Q and A 
session. Mason student 
Pamela Ellis (Sophomore, 
Global Affairs), asked the 
first question directed to 
all ambassadors, asking the 
ambassadors’ plans to bring 
more Koreans into their 
countries, and vice versa. 
The ambassador of Hon-
duras stated, “We are try-
ing to establish [a] FTA to 
bring commerce and goods 
in the enterprise and private 
sector. Also, we want more 
families and more people to 
visit both of the countries. 
We hope to work togeth-
er and make a plan for the 
upcoming four years. Also, 
collaborating with NGOs in 
Korea and establishing vol-
unteers students are good 
ways as well.” The ambas-
sador of Peru answered that 

they want more bilateral ties 
that can bring investments 
from Korean automobile 
companies such as Hyundai 
and Kia.
     Yet, one of the major 
fallbacks of the event was 
the extensive delay of the 
planned schedule. Most stu-
dents had to leave during 
the event, because the event 
overlapped with their class 
schedules. While some were 
satisfied with the event, oth-
ers wished for more specif-
ic information, rather than 
the general demographics 
of the country. Pamela El-
lis (Sophomore, Global Af-
fairs) stated that she liked 
the event, and that “it was 
very interesting to see and 
have conversations with the 
ambassadors.” Kristen Tal-
man (Sophomore, Business 
Management), however, 
mentioned, “It would have 
been better if the event was 
going right on time, so that 
there wouldn’t have been 
many people leaving.”
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Mark Your Calendar and Enjoy Your Summer!
2018 Summer Festivals in Songdo

2018 Songdo Global Beer Festival 

     Being the largest international beer festival held annually in Korea, this year marks the 
eighth running of the festival, which starts at 18:00 and lasts until midnight from August 
24th to September 1st. There will be beers from all over the world and a wide variety of 
foods, music, dances, and performances. The fireworks and the DJ’s music selection have 
always been a key success to this festival.
     The cost is free of entrance at Moonlight Festival Park in Songdo. The line-up and 
further information on the festival will be announced at: 
http://www.songdobeer.com/songdo_html/

2018 Incheon Pentaport Rock Festival   

    
 This rock festival is another annual event which is considered as one of the biggest 

live music events in Korea. In 2017, there were more than 16 lineups in a night. World-re-
nowned artists such as Dua Lipa, Bastille, Thornapple, Charli XCX, DNCE, Land of 
Peace, 5 Seconds of Summer, and Zion. T performed to light up the festival. The festival 
is listed on the world’s 50 “must-see festivals” by British entertainment magazine, “Time-
Out”. Companies such as ‘Heineken’ will sponsor the festival, and there will be fireworks 
as well. 
     The festival is planned for the last Friday, Saturday, and Sunday of July or early week-
end of August at the Moonlight Festival Park in Songdo. It is estimated from last festival 
that the cost will vary from how many days and what day you plan to enjoy the festival: 
3 days for 220,000 won, 2 days for 180,000 won, one of Saturday or Sunday for 130,000 
won, and Friday for 90,000 won. The line-up is also to be announced at: http://pentapor-
trock.com/

Wolmido Fireworks Cruise  
     Wolmido is waiting for people who wish to explore Incheon metropolitan city and take an adventure beyond Songdo. Imagine going on a romantic 
cruise for 80 minutes where there is music, dances, performances, and fireworks on water. The Cosmos Cruise was newly built in July 2017 with three 
decks to enjoy the performances, music, dances as well as fireworks from inside and outside the vessel. 
     The cruise has been going on from February 3rd, 2018 and is planned till December 31st, 2018. The cost differs from weekdays to weekends: 15,000 
won for adults and 8,000 won for children as of weekdays, and double the prices on the weekends for adults and children. The cruise usually departs at 
16:40 from Wolmido cruise terminal in Incheon, but regular checking on the website (http://www.wolmidocruise.com/) is needed.
     Exploring such exotic environment in Songdo and Incheon would give Mason Korea students unforgettable memories and rewards for themselves 
for concluding the long semester strong. The festivals invite everyone at all ages to enjoy the true summer with drinks, food, music and performances.

Jeong Hyun Lee | Reporter
jlee178@masonlive.gmu.edu

My Experience 
Studying Abroad at 
Oxford University

but the weekly tutorial sys-
tem with each professor in 
Oxford helps students keep 
in track of the materials 
covered within that week.
 At the beginning of the 
2017 Fall semester, I re-
ceived an email from the 
Global Education Office 
(GEO) at George Mason. 
It was a brochure of stud-
ying abroad opportunities 
for GMU students. When I 
checked the website, there 
were a lot of different in-
stitutions I could apply for. 
There, I found ‘Semester in 
Oxford,’ and it said I could 
apply for the upcoming 
Spring semester. Two things 
to check: G.P.A. require-
ment and whether it is your 
semester to go to Fairfax. I 

was only done with my third 
semester, so I was eligible to 
apply. I followed what the 
website asked me to pre-
pare: two recommendation 
letters from professors, two 
papers and a petition form 
with a personal statement 
and which subjects you are 
intending to study there. 
Two of my professors, Pro-
fessor Lamba and Professor 
Cho, and my advisor Ms. 
Kim helped me a lot for 
this to happen, so I am very 
grateful. 
Then, I came here in the first 
week of January for my jour-
ney to begin. In the Univer-
sity of Oxford, it has a tri-
mester system, each of them 
for nine weeks. Each term 
is transferred back as 12 
credits in GMU, so in order 
to make up for the missing 
3 credits as a full-time stu-
dent, all GMU students took 
an anthropology course as a 
Mason Core requirement to 

     For my fourth academ-
ic term, I took an adventure 
to study in one of the most 
prestigious universities in 
the world: University of 
Oxford. When I came here, 
there were about fifteen 
more GMU students from 
Fairfax campus. We went to 
London altogether as part of 
the exchange program, so 
it was a great opportunity 
to make some great friends 
even before going to Fair-
fax in my Junior year. Al-
though I am an Economics 
major, since I am here in 
Great Britain, I am taking 
19th to 20th Century British 
Novels and Philosophy on 
Ethics as my elective cours-
es. Before the term starts, 
you can search the lecture 

make it 15. The anthropol-
ogy course professor came 
to Oxford in January as a 
supervisor so that students 
could adapt to the new en-
vironment well. The Hilary 
term ends in April and Trin-
ity term ends in June, so as 
taking a Summer course, I 
extended my stay until the 
end of June. 
So, what is so great about 
studying in Oxford? Ox-
ford is a beautiful city that 
has 32 different colleges all 
tied into a single Univer-
sity of Oxford. All the uni-
versity buildings are scat-
tered around the city, which 
sometimes makes your legs 
too tired, but the coherence 
of the city makes it marve-
lously beautiful. It is also 
the oldest university in the 
English-speaking world. For 
that reason, it is full of aca-
demic resources! There are 
99 different libraries, (you 
cannot enter all of them, un-

fortunately) but out of these 
libraries, you will definitely 
find the book that you need. 
The university museum is 
the world’s oldest museum. 
Plus, museums not just in 
Oxford, but also in London, 
are open free for everyone. 
With your European Union 
(EU) student card, muse-
ums in Paris are also free! 
During my six-month stay 
in England, I had the chance 
to embrace many cultural 
experiences. You can enjoy 
the privilege of entering all 
the reading rooms in the 
Bodleian Libraries, that all 
the tourists can only see 
from outside. I cannot wait 
to go back to GMUK in the 
upcoming Fall semester to 
share all the details I have 
experienced here at Oxford.

Yeon Ah Kim | 
Student Contributor

ykim67@masonlive.gmu.edu

The Official 2018 Songdo Global Beer Festival Poster 
Credit: Songdo Global Beer Festival Offical Facebook 

     Imagine being in a crowd full of energy, dancing to the power of youth and living in the moment. There’s no stress, no worries, but a bottle of beer, 
exciting music and a starry night. There is nothing better to do in summer than enjoying all of those things at once, especially in this beautiful city, 
Songdo. Here are some upcoming summer festivals held in Songdo and its suburbs.

Student Essay
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What is Your Soft Power?
Professor Column

4

     Not many foreign-
ers knew about Korea in 
the 1980s. As a child of 
a diplomat living abroad, 
I was often ashamed that 
many foreigners knew 
well about my Japanese 
friends’ country but not 
about my country, Korea. 
When someone asked me 
about Korea, I had to say 
that it was next to Japan in 
order to get some form of 
acknowledgement. Euro-
peans adored everything 
about Japan from Sushi 
to Manga, Origami, and 
SONY electronics. Jap-
anese people were busy 
hosting events to promote 
their food and culture. The 
only big event hosted by 
the Korean embassy was 
commemoration of the Ko-
rean War for the war veter-
ans. Although I knew noth-
ing about the effect of state 

great resources to do this. 
Due to its unique situation 
of being an American Uni-
versity in Korea, it works 
in both ways: U.S. public 
diplomacy towards the 
Korean community and 
vice versa. But, the real 
strength of our university 
is that we are nurturing and 
training students to be the 
most proficient and trans-
national agents of public 
diplomacy on global issues 
through global coopera-
tion. It may take another 
generation to see dramatic 
change, but soft power is 
indeed powerful. Take a 
minute to think about your 
soft power today, and see 
what you can do to change 
the world

power or public diplomacy 
then, I could visibly see the 
invisible power that is relat-
ed to attractiveness.
     It all changed dramatical-
ly over a generation. I now 
go anywhere in the world, 
and easily find people who 
not only know about Korea, 
but love things about Korea. 
Even in Africa, I see young 
people singing Kpop, speak-
ing Korean or listing things 
they know about Korea such 
as Korean celebrities, sport 
stars, Taekwondo, and Sam-
sung. It appears that Korean 
culture, sports, and products 
have transformed and en-
hanced the image of Korea 
to “win the heart and minds 
of the foreign people.” This 
owes much to Korea’s suc-
cess in public diplomacy.
     A form of diplomacy has 
changed. Since the demise 
of the Cold War, a paradigm

shift brought new actors, 
tools, and tracks in diplo-
macy. Diplomacy expand-
ed beyond the domain of 
governments and position-
al diplomats and came to 
accommodate functional 
diplomats. New concepts 
of “soft power” and “smart 
power” were introduced 
to replace the convention-
al measurement of power 
based on economic and mil-
itary capability. The “soft 
power” is the ability to at-
tract and co-opt people of 
different parts of the world 
with ideas, culture, norms, 
and values. A national strat-
egy of enhancing the coun-
try’s soft power is termed as 
‘public diplomacy’, which 
entails behavioral ways of 
obtaining desired outcomes 
by attracting the hearts and 
minds of the people,thus, 
influencing them. I believe 

that Korea’s active pursuit 
of public diplomacy as a na-
tional strategy contributed 
to changing the perception 
of Korea. 
     Public diplomacy, how-
ever, is not confined to 
changing the image of one’s 
country. Every individual 
has their own soft power. I 
have met many students on 
campus, who have full po-
tential to be a great public 
diplomat. Some have clear 
ideas as to what values 
they would like to promote, 
whereas some have not yet 
discovered their real tal-
ents and soft power. After 
all, public diplomacy at its 
highest level is promoting 
universal values towards 
peace and development to 
make a better world for 
everybody. George Mason 
University Korea is one of 
the organizations that have 

Soyoung Kwon |
 Assistant Professor

skwon14@gmu.edu

Why Do We Need 
English Zones?

     Recently, there has been 
a stir of discussion amongst 
faculty and the student body 
regarding the implementation 
of ‘English Zones’ at George 
Mason University Korea. Al-
though such implementation 
has not undergone any official 
procedures, there have been 
numerous opinions regarding 
the validity of the English 
Zones. Understanding such 
circumstances, The Voice 
decided to refer two things 
to the public opinion: the 
background of implementing 
English Zones and what this 
background implies.
     So what does it mean to 
have English Zones? It means 

that everyone who steps into 
that area must use English 
as a common language. Any 
events or courses taken place 
at public spaces such as lec-
ture halls, offices and student 
activity areas must be con-
ducted in English. The objec-
tive of this policy strives to 
raise awareness of the impor-
tance of using English in pub-
lic and professional settings 
and affairs, and does not ap-
ply to personal interactions.
     The discussion about Eng-
lish Zones began with sev-
eral feedbacks from various 
sources. Some international 
students shared their concerns 
and complaints about feeling 

ostracized in situations where 
some public events were con-
ducted in Korean. Some fac-
ulty claimed that in order for 
the university to maintain the 
promise of applying the same 
educational curriculum as the 
American campus, as well as 
develop the student’s Eng-
lish abilities, the university 
should make effective poli-
cies to support such notions. 
Moreover, some parents have 
stressed the importance of us-
ing English in the university 
so that their children can re-
ceive the same level of educa-
tion as Mason Fairfax.
     Realistically, if George 
Mason University Korea 
were practicing and fulfill-
ing the same education as 
in Fairfax, then carrying out 
English Zones would not be 

necessary. However, in reali-
ty, there have been limitations 
in carrying out the same edu-
cation as the majority of stu-
dents are Korean nationals.  
Although there are evident 
policies that enforce the usage 
of English in official circum-
stances, there have been some 
instances where Korean is 
primarily used. Even in some 
student organizations, there 
have been instances where 
they have proceeded their ac-
tivities in Korean under the 
condition that all members 
are Korean. As the majority 
consists of Korean students 
who are more comfortable 
conversing in their native 
tongue, many of them carry 
a strong perception that it is 
acceptable to speak Korean 
in public settings, rather than 

naturally using English.
     Of course, there are var-
ious factors that should be 
kept in consideration to pub-
licize English Zones. Yet, as 
of now, the important thing 
to grasp is not how effective 
the English Zones will be, 
but the background of why 
the implementation of Eng-
lish Zones surfaced. There is 
value in realizing the setbacks 
of our current education sys-
tem, fixing them, and under-
standing the recent essence of 
fulfilling English Zones. Fur-
thermore, the students should 
think about the “identity” of 
our university and dwell upon 
the importance of using Eng-
lish on campus.

Editorial


