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    The 2018 PyeongChang Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games have a special 
meaning to the Korean people and Korean history. It has been exactly 30 years since 
the country first hosted the 1988 Summer Olympics, in Seoul. Korea has undergone 
many social changes and has taken an economical leap since then. 

GMUK Student Clinches Fairfax Scholarship

    Huiyong Kim ’18, a senior 
majoring in Global Affairs 
has received the “Stay Mason 
Fund”, which aims at sup-
porting students in financial 
difficulties and so that they 
can ‘stay’ at George Mason 
University. This stands as 
the first official time that a 
student from George Mason 
University Korea campus 
was awarded a scholarship 
funded by the main campus 
in Fairfax, VA. It is a remark-
able case for GMUK stu-
dents, as a number of them 
experience financial diffi-

culties in their one-year 
study in Fairfax. Huiyong’s 
story starts back in Fall 
2017. As it looked almost 
impossible for him to 
continue his study on the 
main campus in Fairfax, he 
eagerly looked into schol-
arship opportunities of-
fered by the university. He 
reached out to professors 
including Dr. Wilson, who 
understood his financial 
concerns. Dr. Wilson tried 
to find information and 
sources for scholarships 
for Huiyong, identified 

the Stay Mason Fund, and 
guided Huiyong through 
the application process.
    “The fund means much 
more than just numbers to 
me. It was the opportunity 
to test my limits and poten-
tial,” said Huiyong in an in-
terview with The Voice. He 
expressed his gratitude to 
the university as the place 
where he started his sec-
ond life. Huiyong left with 
some advice to students in 
GMUK saying, “Be pre-
pared for what is expected 
at Fairfax, because expec-
tations are high, academic 
knowledge is vast, and 
each class requires an 
in-depth understanding of 
the material. Most impor-
tantly, engage yourself, ask 
questions, be bold on your 
opinions and share your 
knowledge with others.”

GMUK Offers 
Career Development Roadmap

    George Mason Univer-
sity Korea invited our new 
associate, Mr. Sang Yong 
Lee, to advance the Ca-
reer Development Center 
(CDC) at the very begin-
ning of 2018. The center 
has been operating since 
last year to help students 
prepare for their post-grad-
uate success, but with his 
input into the team, the 
CDC offers more resources 
for students. For example, 
the CDC coordinates with 
various partners to present 
career opportunities exclu-
sively for GMUK students. 
Their pragmatic services 
include workshops, sem-
inars, individual career 
advising, resume and cover 
letter reviewing, career 
fairs, and career coun-
seling. As such informative 
chances are entirely pre-
pared only for the students 
in Mason Korea, a GMU 
net ID is required to access 
the site.
    In an interview, Mr. Lee 
introduced the “Road Map” 
for students to follow. First, 
for freshmen, it is a learn-
ing process for them to 
discover their interests. Mr. 
Lee recommends freshmen 
to engage in various per-
sonality tests provided on 
the internet or programs 
that are prepared by the 
CDC. 

Jeonghyun Lee | Reporter
jlee178@masonlive.gmu.edu     

What's New at GMUK!

1. Laundry Machines are now 
fee-charged (1000 won)

2. The main doors for the university will 
close at 12AM 

3. The student council now consists of 
two branches: 

Academic and Residence Life

4. MKASA (Mason Korea Academic and 
Student Affairs) is now two separate de-
partments: MKAA (Academic Affairs) and 

MKSA (Student Affairs).

 MKAA email: MKAA@gmu.edu, 
MKSA email: MKSA@gmu.edu 

#Passion_Connected: Unforgettable Moments 
Volunteering at PyeongChang 

Huiyong Kim, Global Affairs, Class of 2018 
Credit: George Mason University Korea 
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“Success is sweeter 
after bitter failure”

Second, sophomores and 
juniors are recommended 
to visit mentoring pro-
grams. In this stage, stu-
dents are encouraged to 
find a specific approach in 
which path they want to 
pursue in career. Paying 
attention to job shadowing 
opportunities and naviga-
tion activities is essential 
to specify their approaches 
for career success. Lastly, 
juniors and seniors must 
emerge in the career field. 
They should actively seek 
for specific internship 
opportunities and develop 
networking to achieve their 
career goals. More practi-
cal group studies or career 
related club activities are 
highly recommended for 
the upperclassmen.
     Mr. Lee says, "For a 
successful journey in career 
pursuit, we need students' 
trust and active participa-
tion in the CDC programs." 
To make an appointment 
for career counseling, visit 
the GMUK CDC web-
site (https://masonkorea.
gmu.edu/career-develop-
ment-center/ ). The CDC 
office is located in G504, 
and students can send email 
at ‘mkcareer@gmu.edu’ to 
ask further questions. 

Seihoon Lee | Secretary
slee207@masonlive.gmu.edu

George Mason’s mascot, ‘The Patriot’, and the official mascot for the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympics, 
‘Soohorang’, give each other a high-five in PyeongChang 
Credit: GMUK Office of Admissions and Enrollment 
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     Preparing as a host country for the Winter Olympics in the period of transitioning to a 
new government brought big sense of responsibility to the new Moon administration. To 
make this international event successful, about 15,000 volunteers worked behind Olym-
pic events, ceremonies, and games to make these Olympic Games special for the sports 
fans, athletes and people around the globe. 
     I worked as a volunteer for the village management crew in PyeongChang Athlete 
Village (PVL) from late January to the end of February. What motivated me to join this 
international event was my father. He worked as an interpreter in the 1988 Seoul Sum-
mer Olympics. Until now, he is extremely proud of what he did in the past, and I grew 
up seeing all kinds of his Olympic mementos. Therefore, there was no hesitation for me 
to apply for the volunteer positions for PyeongChang.
     I assisted athletes for living conveniences at the resident center. I receive complaints 
and helped them out as much as I could. As a student majoring in Conflict Analysis and 
Resolution, this chance was a field experience for me because I had to understand the 
issue and try to meet their needs. To resolve things smoothly, language proficiency was 
essential. Since I could speak Korean, English, and Chinese without any difficulties, I 
could freely communicate with athletes who needed my assistance. Also, I was able to 
do networking with athletes and with other volunteers. I encountered people from all 
corners of the world with a broad span of ages. Despite the differences, the way of ap-
proaching each other with a smile and warm words were the same. 
     Volunteering in PyeongChang Winter Olympic games truly gave me a glimpse into 
how much one can experience and learn in a short period of time, and I believe my af-
fection towards sports and my homeland was the key to these great experiences.

Witnessing the Curling Craze 
 Interning for OBS

Eunchae Ko | Student Contributor
eko4@masonlive.gmu.edu

Support Services Make Interns 
Indispensable to Olympics

     From January 9 to 
February 26 of 2018, I was 
a student intern for OBS 
(Olympic Broadcasting 
Services) as part of the 
2018 PyeongChang Winter 
Olympic Games. I could 
not forget the moment 
when I arrived at Pyeo-
ngChang on January 9, 
feeling the coldest weather 
that I had ever felt. Some 
people who had experience 
in Sochi 2014 said, “Pye-
ongChang is much colder 
than Sochi in Russia”. It 
was extremely cold, but 
the cold weather made me 
feel that I am actually at the 
Winter Olympic Games.
     I worked at the Inter-
national Broadcast Centre 
(IBC) in PyeongChang as a 
student intern. IBC was the 
home for all broadcasting 
stations and operations dur-
ing the Games, and I was 

assigned in the Support 
Services department of 
IBC, which helps various 
tasks, such as accommo-
dation, transportation, 
uniform, and food service. 
Among the diverse tasks, 
I worked at the uniform 
department. At the uniform 
department, we distributed 
OBS uniforms to the staff 
who work in the IBC and 
venues of the Olympic 
Games. Therefore, I could 
meet most of the work-
ers of OBS and talk with 
them while packing their 
uniforms. Having some 
conversations with people 
from various countries, I 
could learn different cul-
tures and characters. It was 
a great lesson for my life. 
Actually, the tasks were 
more challenging than I 
had expected, leaving me to 
feel exhausted. 

However, I was cheered 
up when I saw the workers 
such as the camera men, 
interviewers and drivers 
who work hard in the cold 
weather wearing the uni-
forms that I gave to them. 
     My role was supporting 
the broadcast services and 
though it seemed like a 
little thing, but I was proud 
that I could contribute 
myself to the Olympics. 
Through my work experi-
ence, I also could realize 
that there are many re-
spectful workers behind the 
big and beautiful events. 
Numerous hidden workers 
supported the services of 
PyeongChang from place 
to place, including myself. 
I think that all of the work-
ers and volunteers made 
a beautiful Olympics and 
gave me an unforgettable 
memory.

Haeun Choi | Reporter
hchoi34@masonlive.gmu.edu

Haseung Joung | Managing Editor
hjoung@masonlive.gmu.edu

    Wearing layers of shirts, 
vests, and a thick winter 
padding, I hung my pin-
less accreditation card on 
my neck and walked out 
the door. It was my first 
day of work at the Gangne-
ung Curling Center. While 
riding the shuttle bus from 
my hotel to the venue, on a 
cold winter day of Febru-
ary, I could see the antici-
pation of the much-awaited 
Winter Olympics fill the air 
of Gangneung. The Olym-
pic rings welcomed people 
across the city, broadcast-
ers and journalists from 
around the world were 
busily traveling to their 
destinations, and the inter-
action of cultures through 
exhibitions and events were 
everywhere. It did not take 
long for me to realize that I 
was actually working at the 
2018 PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics.
     The Gangneung Curling 
Center was my home for 
23 days. As a commentary 
control room (CCR) oper-
ator, my job was working 
behind the scenes, helping 
commentators prepare 
everything they needed 
before a match began and 
making sure all the techni-
cal operations were set and 
ready so that they could 
broadcast their commentat-
ing back home. Along the 
process, not only did I meet 
and escort commentators 
from different countries, I 
also got to work with an in-
credible CCR team. Every-
one on my team clicked 
with each other, and  

we really were like family. 
I feel incredibly blessed to 
have worked with such an 
awesome group of people. 
Watching curling matches 
live was another sight to 
see. In the Olympics, curl-
ing used to be an unpopular 
sport in Korea, but that all 
changed in PyeongChang. 
It was especially exciting 
for me, a Korean, because 
curling blew up this Olym-
pics. Witnessing the Kore-
an women’s team progress 
to the gold medal match, 
and watching our men’s 
team and mixed doubles 
team fight to the very 
end were unforgettable. I 
never knew that a couple 
of stones and brooms could 
bring so much joy. 
    As of now, it has been 
over a month since my 
internship ended, and 
when I look at all the little 
Olympic trinkets and the 
hundreds of photos on my 
phone, everything feels 
like a dream. Working with 
OBS was an experience of 
a lifetime. Not only was 
it an opportunity to inter-
act with people all around 
the world, it was also a 
chance for me to represent 
my country as a Korean, 
and display the affection I 
have for sports. Although 
we will not have a home 
Olympics any time soon, I 
know the next time I watch 
the Olympics, I will appre-
ciate it to a greater extent, 
reminiscing my beautiful 
time in PyeongChang. 

Watching the Curling Mixed Doubles round-robin matches 
Photo by Haseung Joung 

With the Logistics team in the IBC Uniform Distribution Area
Photo by Haeun Choi 
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#MeToo: Women in Korea 
Debilitate Sexual Violence     

    The radical #MeToo movement 
has encouraged women from all 
around the world to speak out 
for themselves and to claim their 
rights. In Korea, starting from the 
end of January, Seo Ji-Hyun, a 
female prosecutor, took her brave 
steps by exposing her own experi-
ence of being molested by a senior 
prosecutor back in 2010 on the 
Internet. 
    Seo stated in an interview with 
JTBC, “People have encouraged 
me… that truthfulness could be 
given weight only if the writer 
confronts the problem by herself.” 
Due to the stereotype that women 
should not have professional or 
high-ranking jobs, sexual assault 
in the legal world is still a problem 
that women have to face every day. 
In the male-dominant, patriarchal 
society, women in Korea are still 
scared and hesitant to speak more 
openly about this issue. According 
to the Global Gender Gap Re-
port of 2017, South Korea ranked 
118th out of 144 countries. As The 
Interpreter expresses, Korea is 
going through a phase of seismic 
shift where the rights of women are 
counted less. As the phenomenon 
is spreading as not only a personal 
issue but an issue for society as a 
whole, some media outlets call the 
#MeToo movement a ‘revolution’.
    Meanwhile, the real-life stories 
from the Korean #MeToo move-
ment can be divided into two: 
celebrities and regular people using 
an online platform. As of March 
16, 2018, the National Police 
Agency said in an official state-
ment that they are making allega-
tions of 64 people in total. 

Most of the people being celebri-
ties, well-known filmmakers, or 
politicians, this is giving a lot of 
chaos and terror within the society. 
One example could be the suicide 
of Cho Min-Ki that took place on 
March 9. Cho, who was an actor 
and assistant professor of Theater 
and Film, was under investigation 
for molesting and abusing female 
university students. In another 
incident, Ahn Hee-Jung, former 
South-Choongchung province gov-
ernor, was also accused of raping 
his secretary. This is where the 
problem of “hierarchy” comes out 
to the surface again. The Guardian, 
a British media outlet, stated ‘rigid 
hierarchy’ has made the victim 
arduous to refuse the offer and the 
forceful actions made by Ahn.
    To look at ordinary people who 
also suffered sexual abuse, so-
cial media such as Facebook and 
Twitter, are becoming the main 
platforms for survivors to raise 
their voice and to bring awareness. 
Every day, Facebook pages such 
as “Bamboo Forest Representing 
the Voice of #MeToo” are posting 
anonymous survivors’ stories. The 
users would get angry together, and 
try to comfort each other, stating, 
“It shouldn’t be a common thing 
in this society.” The bamboo forest 
continues to utilize its anonymous 
platform so that people can report 
easily without having to reveal 
oneself if they are uncomfortable.
    Going back to Seo’s inter-
view, she emphasizes that sexual 
violence is never the survivors’ 
fault. “I want to encourage every 
survivor to know that it is never 
your fault that it happened; it took 
a long time for me to realize and 
process this.”

Hyunseon Kim | Reporter
hkim204@masonlive.gmu.edu

Yellow Dust: How to Protect Yourself 
from an All-Year Long Phenomenon   

    People who are ignorant of the 
yellow dust or do not take it seri-
ously have had several symptoms 
of coughing, throat irritation, and 
a hard time falling asleep. Those 
who do not take precautions are 
prone to such health issues. Not 
only does it affect people in this 
simple manner, but also people 
who already have respiratory issues 
such as Asthma, Allergic Rhinitis 
(Hay Fever), and other respiratory 
diseases can face bigger difficulties 
when contacted with yellow dust. 
There are growing cases of people 
developing much more serious 
conditions such as bronchitis, ton-
sillitis, and even lung cancer. Sci-
entists and researchers are looking 
for ways to cope with people who 
are getting affected by the yellow 
dust. However, it is not as success-
ful as we are hoping.
    Some of the preventions people 
can take include not leaving the 
house when the level of air con-
dition is poor, utilizing air filters 
even while inside, and always 
wearing a mask. Wearing a mask 
does not filter all the particles that 
are blown from different places, 
but it is more effective than not 
wearing any mask at all. Also, try 
to avoid wearing contact lenses, 
since the dust can collect in the 
lenses and can possibly lead to 
infection. Last but not least, wash 
your hands as frequently as possi-
ble. It is always important to wash 
your hands after being outdoors all 
day. Having your hands clean will 
definitely prevent dust from going 
into your mouth when eating food. 
    Wherever you are, in Songdo 
taking classes, or in Seoul hanging 
out with friends, the yellow dust is 
unavoidable. If you do not take the 
precautions seriously, you could 
put yourself at a greater risk. So, 
remember, do not just look at the 
level of fine dust for the day, but 
take action and take care.

    GMUK Professor Jason Morris 
regularly tells his students in his 
classes that “The air quality in 
Songdo is garbage.” The thing that 
makes it garbage is familiar foe 
called “Yellow Dust” or “Hwang-
sa”. Believe it or not, because of 
this dust, there is always that one 
time of the year where once you 
walk out the door, everyone is 
unrecognizable. People covering 
their faces with everything from 
sun caps to masks, you might be 
passing by someone and not even 
realize that it was your own moth-
er. Although people who are aware 
of the danger of yellow dust pro-
tect themselves from getting their 
health affected, it is still possible 
for them to experience health 
issues. Those who are not aware, 
jeopardize their health.
    The yellow dust, or “Hwangsa”, 
are small particles, usually sand, 
ash, or even bacterial particles that 
are very light and able to float in 
the air. There are various causes of 
the yellow dust. Some say it is the 
deserts of East Asia, and others say 
it is the developed factories from 
South Korea. Regardless of what 
people say, there are both natural 
and artificial causes that bring 
this unhealthy air into the Korean 
peninsula. 
    One of the natural causes consist 
of particles coming from the wind 
that is blowing from countries, 
such as China and Mongolia. As 
the wind is blowing from the East, 
the dust that is on the surface of 
the deserts are lifted and carried 
towards the Korean peninsula. On 
the other hand, an artificial cause 
is the increase in development of 
factories. Ever since South Korea 
started developing factories in all 
parts of the country, the air became 
polluted due to the construction 
residue and gas manufactured from 
the factories. Today, the air is too 
polluted that it is hard to bring it 
back to a clean state. 

Hyunhui Kim | Reporter
hkim91@masonlive.gmu.edu

Credit: Jong Chul Lim/Money Today

Credit: Geumgang Newspaper



EditorialVolume IV Number 1 Wednesday, March 28, 2018

4

Is It Me, Too?

    Have you ever made sexist jokes 
at school or with friends, thinking 
it’s OK because it’s “just teasing”?  
Ever tried to persuade someone to 
go one a date with you who wasn’t 
really into it?  How about catcall-
ing someone?  Maybe it is time to 
look at ourselves and wonder if it 
is me, too.
    Far too often I have been in 
a room when a man has made a 
sexist remark as a joke.  The same 
goes for a male colleague making 
a woman uncomfortable with too 
much attention.  This is the world 
we live in.  It has been this way 
for as long as I remember.  It is 
how classrooms are set up, board 
room and social gatherings.  TV 
dramas and movies build whole 
plots around a man pursuing a 
woman.  The jokes are so familiar 
they almost tell themselves.  The 
problem, as I see it, is that these 
jokes or advances have been seen 
as trivial in the eyes of the person 
who is carrying it out.  Certainly, 
a sense of perspective is always 
important – but whose perspective?  
Who gets to decide what is trivi-
al?  Surely it should be the person 
affected.  That’s not the case at the 
moment.  Much sexual harassment 
can be casual, unthinking and 
uncaring of the person who is the 
object of it. 
    I think that is high time to start 
taking some personal responsi-
bility for these types of instances.  
It’s not enough to just think that 
sexually charged jokes are unac-
ceptable.  Whenever I see someone 
trying call out the bad behavior, it 
is a woman.  This has to change.  
If you witness some sort of harass-
ment, you should do something.  
It will most definitely be awkward 
for you, but imagine how the wom-
an feels.

    Of course, I am concerned that 
we are increasingly inclined to 
confuse genuine abuse of power 
with simply men who have made 
‘unwanted’ passes.  In the compli-
cated dance of courtship, someone 
one has to make a move, and the 
conventional way is to make an 
advance and perhaps accept rebuff.  
Were I still a young man looking 
for a partner, I would not wish to 
live in world where a man had to 
secure a countersigned contract 
before he tried to date someone. 
    I can understand the frustration 
that individual men feel when they 
are asked to personally answer 
for women’s inequality.  From the 
beginning, there’s been a reflexive 
cry from men: we shouldn’t lump 
all male misbehavior together.  
But, men benefit from gender ine-
quality in a way that women do not 
from perceived feminist overreach.  
I have to think, so what if men are 
scared and confused?  For ages, 
sex has held heavier consequences 
for women.  Perhaps we are just 
getting closer to gender parity, to 
a place where women’s desires in 
sex matter as much as men’s. 

Claude Drolet | Supervisor
cdrolet@gmu.edu

Adapting to Korean Life 
as a Foreigner

    Coming to a new country to 
study is never an easy thing to do. 
Between learning a new language 
to understanding the cultural dif-
ferences, adapting to a new region 
can lead to a multitude of issues. 
For international students, the 
stress of learning to live in a new 
country is something they antic-
ipate when they first apply and 
without a doubt, they still move 
forward and face the challenge 
head-on. 
     At George Mason University 
Korea, we have a decent amount 
of students each semester that 
come to study here from interna-
tional locations. To understand 
what it was like for them to adjust 
to living in South Korea, we asked 
a couple of them what their ex-
perience was like when they first 
arrived. Many students replied 
saying that one of their first mem-
ories when they arrived, was the 
uncertainty of how to communi-
cate with people without knowing 
the language already. Student Pa-
tricia Rios describes, “The hardest 
thing to deal with when coming 
to Korea is the language because 
it creates a barrier between the 
foreign students and the Korean 
students and community. It’s hard 
to socialize or build friendships 
with others with whom you cannot 
communicate easily. In my case, 
sometimes I have felt excluded 
from conversations because the 
persons at some point start talking 
in Korean.” 

    This makes all the adaptation 
process more complicated. I con-
sider that one solution would be 
that the university gives foreign 
students free Korean classes so 
we can adapt to the Korean cul-
ture and make local friends more 
smoothly.” 
     Not only George Mason stu-
dents go through with these 
struggles. Utah freshman Nicole 
Shelton explains that the thing she 
worried most about when arriv-
ing in South Korea was also the 
language barrier. She believes that 
because it is their native language, 
it is only polite that she tries to 
learn the language, and that is 
shouldn’t just be Koreans accom-
modating to her. She is working 
hard to learn Korean as fast as she 
can so that she is able to express 
herself better. As a direct enroll-
ment to Utah University, Shelton 
will spend three years on the Ko-
rean campus, so she would like to 
communicate with more people on 
and off campus.
    Although it makes it difficult for 
students to complete daily tasks 
such as ordering food and calling 
a taxi, in an unfamiliar territory, 
people must learn to adapt to their 
surroundings in order to survive. 
As well as on the Global Campus, 
our international students have 
worked hard to adapt to a new 
culture and setting. From juggling 
school to attending events, in 
order to have a Korean immersion 
within the campus, international 
students would like to thank the 
people that have helped them 
along the way.

Professor Claude Drolet, Lecturer 
Credit: George Mason University Korea 
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