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Armarda’s associate inks deal to sell more than 15,000 
Thuraya mobile satellite handsets via one of China’s 

largest telecom equipment distributors 
 

• Initial order of 1,000 sets of mobile satellite phones together with “1349” 
prepaid cards placed by PTAC E-commerce 

• Joint sales and marketing initiatives to penetrate China’s nascent mobile 
satellite handset and airtime market 

 
Singapore, 22 April 2013 – China Mobile Satellite Communications Group Limited (“CMSCG” or “the Group”), 
announced today that it has on 19 April 2013 entered into a strategic business agreement with the subsidiary 
of China National Postal and Telecommunications Appliances Corp (“PTAC”), China PTAC E-commerce 
Technology Co., Ltd. (“PTAC E-commerce”).  Under the agreement, CMSGC has appointed PTAC E-
commerce as the sole import agent and a key distributor of Thuraya’s mobile satellite products and services  in 
China.  
 
Lasting till 31 December 2018, this agreement will see PTAC E-commerce procure at least 15,000 Thuraya 
mobile satellite phone sets along with “1349” prepaid cards within the first year of the agreement.  Following 
the signing of the agreement, PTAC E-commerce has placed an initial order of 1,000 Thuraya mobile satellite 
phone sets together with 1,000 units of “1349” prepaid cards. Notwithstanding, the PTAC E-Commerce’s 
commitment of 15,000 units for the first year and save for the initial order of 1,000 units, the orders for the 
remaining 14,000 units have not been confirmed. 
 
PTAC operates in the telecommunication and electronic product distribution, logistics, retail, e-commerce, and 
product repair and maintenance telecom chain. It is one of the largest sellers of the telecom electronic terminal 
products in China with 696 point of sales throughout China and currently commands a 20% market share1 for 
the sales of telecommunications equipment in the country.  
 
Under the agreement, PTAC E-commerce will work closely with its parent group, PTAC, to develop Thuraya’s 
mobile satellite products and services business in China. This includes conducting market research and 
enhancing customised mobile satellite products as well as voice/data solutions for enterprise users in China. 
CMSCG will join PTAC E-commerce in driving the sales and marketing initiatives rapidly to penetrate 
Thuraya’s products and services into the China market.  
 
Jimmy Zhang, Chief Executive Officer of CMSCG commented on the announcement, “Based on market 
surveys, the response to Thuraya’s products and services has been very positive. Coupled with PTAC E-
commerce’s extensive network in China, we are confident that Thuraya’s cutting edge mobile satellite 
technology will be able to reach and address the varying needs of the Chinese enterprise consumers 
effectively. In addition, we will tap on PTAC’s nationwide distribution channel to further expand our mobile 
satellite business in China.” 
 

                                            
1
 PTAC’s website, Brief Introduction, http://www.ptac.com.cn/en1.aspx  
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A study from Nielsen Company estimated that the market demand in PRC in 2011 for dual mode satellite 
phones is approximately 320,000 to 410,000 units and the market demand for dual mode satellite phones in 2 
to 3 years is approximately 1,330,000 to 3,840,000 units.  
 
 

- The End – 

 

About China Mobile Satellite Communications Group Limited 
 
China Mobile Satellite Communications Group Limited (“CMSCG”) was formed in 2010. In the same year, 
it obtained consent from MIIT of China to sell and distribute satellite communication services and 
products of Thuraya in China using the “L-Band” frequency. This is the first time a satellite service 
provider is permitted to legally offer mobile satellite voice communication services in the PRC. CMSCG 
will distribute mobile satellite communication hardware and provide voice and data services to the 
nascent Chinese market.   
 
45% equity interests of China Satellite Mobile Communication Group Limited (“CSMCG”), the wholly 
owned parent company of CMSCG, has been acquired by Singapore-listed Armarda Group Limited 
(“Armarda”) on 21 March 2012.  Armarda has been listed in the Catalist board of Singapore since 2004.  
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