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Being an American citizen is similar to being a superhero. We live in the greatest country 

in the World; we are free. We sometimes take for granted that we live in a free country. I am 

Caitlin Schilowsky and I am proud to be an American citizen. I owe this country everything that 

I can offer. With the privilege of being a citizen of this great country comes rights and 

responsibilities. Many students my age will complain about going to school each morning. But 

little do we know that having an education helps us to contribute to America.By attending 

school, students learn the skills necessary to obtain a job. Likewise, attending school on a regular 

basis also helps to teach us how important being on time and keeping a consistent schedule is. 

School also teaches socialization skills which is important for current and future peers. In the 

future, we will need to know how to properly speak to our peers and bosses. School is a way to 

make us better citizens. Studies show that well-educated societies have a lower rate of crime and 

violence,so by attending school we can help lower the crime rate and keep everyone safe. 

Crime rate has increased thirty one percent since 2002. Crimes include robbery, murder, 

assault, battery and driving under the influence. As citizens of America, we need to participate in 

obeying the law. Laws are rules that a society is governed by. The laws that are in place prevent 

the  leaders of our nation from controlling our every move. Laws are for our own safety. And 



without these laws there would be no way to protect an individual’s rights to their own property 

and possessions. By obeying the law we keep ourselves and the people around us safe. 

With rights come responsibility and that is why safety can cost money for America. We, 

entering the realm of adulthood, always hear our parents and family members moaning and 

groaning about tax day. We never understood as children what taxes were and why we had to 

pay them. However, paying taxes support common resources such as policemen and firefighters. 

Taxes also help pay for safe road maintenance and public libraries. Additionally paying taxes 

also helps the less fortunate. Through paying taxes, we also contribute to America by keeping 

our community safe and clean.  

“The first requisite of a good citizen in this republic of ours is that he shall be able and 

willing to pull his own weight” Theodore Roosevelt. In this quote, Theodore Roosevelt states 

that we as citizens of a free country should be willing and proud to do what it takes to keep 

America great. To contribute to America we can get our education, obey the law, and get a job. 

By obeying the law, we are protecting ourselves, our law enforcement and everyone around us. 

A reduction in the crime rate helps America improve as a whole. When citizens complete their 

education education and get a job, we help to keep America out of debt. We can all do our part to 

make and keep America great and that’s our responsibility to America.  

 

 


