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“A Place of Grace
and a
Source of Hope!”
… for 125 years!!

Peer Pressure?
Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir
up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more
as you see the Day drawing near.
ESV

AUGUST Events:
• Holy Communion—
Saturday-Sunday, August 5,6 19,20; and
Prayer Service with
Holy Communion,
Wednesday, August 2,
9 ,& 30 7:30 PM
• Unified Boards and
Parish Directors, August 13, beginning at
1:00 PM
• Stephen Ministry, August 2, 4:30 PM
• Men’s Bible Study, August 8 , 7:00 PM
• Random Act of Kindness August 12, 8:30
AM
• Friendship Circle August 22, 7:00 PM
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One of the things we learn about in our school days is peer pressure.
We learn how dangerous it is to “cave in” to peer pressure. Parents also
worry about peer pressures that their children may experience. They worry
their children may be pressured into smoking, drug abuse, premarital sexual activity, underage drinking, bullying and cheating on home work. The
list of worries and possible peer pressure could go on and on!
As adults we are also subject to peer pressure. The pressure to show
our success in life by having the same possessions or doing the same activities as all of our friends and neighbors. The peer pressure may be to drive
a certain make and model of car, or it may be to travel to the latest vacation hot spot. We also feel the pressure to have our children involved in all
the same activities as the children of our friends.
Peer pressure is often seen as a negative. Peer pressure can very
well be a negative influence. When we give in to the pressure to confirm
to the things of this world. Giving in to the materialism as well as to all of
the activities that promise fulfillment and contentment that instead end up
disappointing us and leaving us exhausted, peer pressure is a negative. So
many of these activities either occur on Sunday morning, or leave us too
exhausted for worship of our Lord.
The writer of Hebrews cautions us, “25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some.” It is in worship that we hear the Words of Life of
our Savior. In worship we receive His true Body ad Blood for our forgiveness
and the restoration of our soul. When we give into the negative peer pressure around us and neglect our Lord and His call to rest in Him we find ourselves in a difficult situation!
However there is also a positive peer pressure! Read again the writer of the Hebrews, “24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to
love and good works.” That is the peer pressure of our fellow disciples! As
we follow Christ, and join with others that do the same, we find a positive
peer pressure. That is a peer pressure to serve the Lord and to encourage
others to do the same.

Our congregation has entered the ReVitality process of our Synod. Certainly we are
looking at ways to improve our congregation. As we meet we are discussing ways to encourage growth and the building of positive relationships. There are many positive relationships happening at St. Paul as well, our in home small group Bible studies, our Sunday School
classes, Men's and Women's Bible studies, Stephen Ministry, Preschool, and all of our boards
are building positive relationships. They are indeed following the words of the writer of Hebrews, “24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works.” I do enjoy this kind of positive peer pressure! Others of our congregation, too, are giving into this
positive peer pressure. They are being used by God to spread His Word and grow the Kingdom. This is a great kind of peer pressure! Go ahead, give into it!
Building relationships with you, in Christ,
Pastor Paul Tessaro

Change Is the Constant—Sometimes, we think of ourselves as a community with very little
change, but that is hardly true. Our son, Nathan, and family from Cincinnati were here several weeks ago. He asked the question what is new in Clay Center? My first response was,
“Oh, not much.” Then I slowly began to recall some recent changes - business changes,
improvements, building projects and the like, and what I described seemed more like a
bee-hive of activity than nothing happening.
The same thing is true in church and family life as well. Each of us changes over time,
and collectively we change as well. As this newsletter is read, summer activities will be
winding down as the new school year will soon begin. Change can be depressing and difficult, but it can also be new and exciting.
Change will soon take place in the church office as well, as Donna concludes her excellent service to St. Paul as Administrative Associate. When her tenure began, our makeshift offices were located downstairs during the construction of the narthex and reconfiguring of the educational wing. That is just a reminder of change. Donna has served with a
high degree of grace, excellence, and professionalism. Her dedicated service was and is
always a constant. Her knowledge of business procedures and HR issues was and is invaluable. Her faith in Christ and desire to serve were and are evident to all. Donna, we will miss
you.
Change is a constant. The Lord has also provided Tina, who will continue the work in
the church office. I am sure that she too will be a blessing to St. Paul. As another chapter is
read, another is begun. The book is not finished because the author has not finished the
story. Oh, we know the grand conclusion, that heaven awaits us all on the last day when
Christ returns, but our stories still have unwritten chapters. Change is a constant.
In the midst of change, the Word of God reminds us that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today and forever. In the midst of change, God reminds us, “I am the Lord. I do not
change.” The poet and hymn writer, Henry Lyte penned the words of the beloved hymn
“Abide With Me” only weeks before his own death. In the midst of change he writes, “O
Thou who changest not, abide with me.”—Jeremy Pera DCE
HEALTH AND SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF—Friendship Circle is, again, gathering and sending Health & School Kits for Lutheran World Relief this Fall. It is not too early to
begin collecting items needed for each kit. There will be a list for each kit in the Narthex beginning July 23. Sunday, Aug. 6 we will have boxes in the Narthex to begin collecting. This is
a wonderful project for the congregation to be a part of. Thanks for your donations!! Page 2

AUGUST Birthdays & Anniversaries
1‑
3‑
4‑
5‑
6‑
7‑
89‑
10 ‑

11 ‑

12 ‑
13 ‑

Birthdays
Lawrence Lehman
Shanell George
Jason Cunningham
Allen Hamel
June Davis
Patrick Raab
Linda Franson
Ava Ann Mesalles
Garrett Fox
Craig Parry
Anna Smith
Kirk Hammel
Jerriann Holte
Adalyn Pfizenmaier
Malissa Graham
Bryce Lehman
Don Obenland
Roger Osthoff
Blake Willmann
Ragan Willmann
Gary Helms
Maverick Hoover
Emmalee Laffery
Aubrey Milligan
Alyssa Kohlman
Wendi Fox
Natalie Hines
Patrick Patenaude

14 ‑
15 ‑
16 ‑
18 ‑
19 ‑
20 ‑
21 ‑
22 ‑

23 24 ‑
25 ‑
28 ‑
29 ‑

Sharon Lehman
Jason Fox
Mackenzie Schnell
Kaden Anderson
Travis Meier
Bryce Urban
Allison Bosch
Brandon Pfizenmaier
Tanner Fox
Rebecca Kleinkauf
Shantel Marrs
Scott Rickley
Betty Jones
Randy Behrends
Tyler Jensen
Kason Moody
Christian Ruiz
Bayler Langvardt
Kiersten Williams
Jessica Harding
Derek Hilton
Breanna Hines
Zane Mader
Jeff Germann
Annette Carson
Charles Novak
Jeremy Cunningham
Kasey Ohlde

30 ‑
31 ‑

1‑
2‑
4‑
5‑
6‑
7‑
810 11 ‑
13 ‑
14 ‑
15 ‑
17 ‑
18 ‑
19 ‑
21 ‑
28 29 -

Abbey Reed
Lyle Underwood
Becky Bierbaum
Christy Jordan
Daniel Jordan
Anniversaries
Doug & Linda Fowles, 1971
Allen & Julie Hamel, 1986
Alan & Brandee Berndt, 2001
Mike & Sara Bulk, 1990
Steve & Jan Peterson, 1972
James & Cindy Wohler, 1977
Jean & Kristy Estabine, 1997
Keith & Shanell George, 2015
Gary & Sarah Fredrickson, 1985
Frank & Joan Steenbock, 1962
Stanton & Alice Lohmeyer, 1977
Al & Dianna Kuck, 1966
Cliff & Dee Noffsinger, 1959
Craig & Dana Rickley, 1991
Mark & Janet Willmann, 1984
Clyde & Rita Wollenberg, 1967
Gayle & Lynette Dunn, 1976
Mark & Annette Carson, 2004
Albert & Diane Lee, 1998

Men for Christ is in need of workers for the 2017 Piotique Celebration food stand
on Saturday, September 30th. Workers are needed on Friday evening at 5pm to
load tables and supplies at the church. Setup on the square will begin at 6:30am
Saturday. We will serve food from approximately 10am-4pm depending on the
crowd following the parade at 2pm. Workers are needed throughout this time
with the majority of help needed during the 11am-1pm shifts.
The past few years the number of workers has dwindled down to the point where people
have had to work all day. We know that this is a busy day for everyone and it can be difficult to find time to help, but please consider taking some time to help. Proceeds from the
food stand are used for local and state Lutheran Hour Ministry programs and individuals. Signup will be open from July 23rd through August 20th. If it is determined that there is
not enough help, we will forgo the food stand and look to alternative events to raise funds.
For more information, please contact Allen Hamel at allenhamel@att.net or 632-4515 (text
or call).

Scripture Readings for AUGUST
Date
AUGUST 6

Festival

Ninth S. after Pentecost
AUGUST 13 Tenth S. after Pentecost
AUGUST 20 Eleventh S. after Pentecost
AUGUST 27 Twelfth S. after Pentecost

First Reading

Psalm

Epistle

Gospel

Is. 55:1-5

Rom. 9:1-13

Matt. 14:13-21

Job 38:4-83

Psalm 126:1-9,
23-26
Psalm 18:1-16

Rom. 10:5-17

Matt. 14:22-33

Is. 56:1, 6-8

Psalm 67

Matt. 15:21-28

Is. 51:1-6

Psalm 138

Rom. 11:1-2a, 13-15,
28-32
Rom. 11:33—12:8

Matt. 16:13-20

Tithing An Unexpected Joy—Reasons for Faithful Tithing

Ready for a midweek refresher in the house of the Lord? Were you unable to
join us on Sunday morning? Join us on Wednesday at 7:30 PM. We'll have a
short prayer service with a devotion and the Lord's Supper. We plan to keep
this to half an hour so there will be plenty of time to get home and relax.
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN

“Existing in God’s Love and forgiveness, St. Paul
proclaims the gospel of Christ, helps people grow
in faith, and nurtures lives of worship and service”

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

816 9th Street,
Clay Center, Kansas 67432
785-632-5301 spluther@sbcglobal.net
www.claycenterlutheran.com

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

3

4

5
Worship
Service with
Holy Communion, 6:30
PM

10

11

12
Random Act
of Kindness
8:30 AM

Prayer Service with Holy
Communion, 7:30 PM

6
Holy Communion, 8:00 & 10:30
Christian Education, 9:30-10:15

7
Preschool
Board, 5:30
Retirement Celebration, 9:30 AM PM

8

9
Senior Meal, 11:30 AM
Prayer Service with Holy
Communion, 7:30 PM

Deaf Ministry in Topeka, 3:00
PM

Sat

Worship
Service, 6:30
PM

13
Worship Service at 8:00 & 10:30
Christian Education, 9:30-10:15
Unified Boards, 1:00 PM
Parish Director’s Meeting,
2:30 pm

14

15

16

20
Holy Communion, 8:00 & 10:30
Christian Education, 9:30-10:15

21

22
Friendship
Circle, 7:00
PM

23

24

27
Worship Service at 8:00 & 10:30
Christian Education, 9:30-10:15

28

29

30
Stephen
Ministry, 4:30 PM

31

No Prayer Service
tonight.

17

18

SEPTEMBER
NEWS
LETTER
DEADLINE
(No exceptions)

No Prayer Service
tonight.

Prayer Service with Holy
Communion, 7:30 PM

25

19
Worship
Service with
Holy Communion, 6:30
PM

26
Worship
Service, 6:30
PM

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
816 9TH STREET
CLAY CENTER KS 67432

COME WORK FOR THE
LORD. THE WORK IS HARD,
THE PAY IS LOW. BUT THE
RETIREMENT BENEFITS ARE
OUT OF THIS WORLD.

Luther said,
“nothing can be said here about the part of
faith and Holy Scriptures [in prayer] because
there would be no end to what could be said.
With practice one can take the Ten Commandments on one day, a psalm or chapter
of Holy Scripture the next day, and use them
as flint and steel to kindle a flame in the
heart.”

"RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS! The Board
of Stewardship is looking for any one
who would like to help us perform some
Random Acts of Kindness, on Saturday
August 12th. We will meet in the Church
basement at 8:30 AM and break up in
groups to go out in the community with
flowers, coffee, gift certificates and any
other ways we can think of to be kind to
others. If you are free that morning and
would like to come with us, we will leave
the Church about 9:00 AM and should
be done by 11:00 AM.

