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The recent period has been marked by a series of 
important events for the Republic of Moldova.

Alexandr Turcinov, the chairman of the Kiev 
Supreme Rada, has ordered partial closer of the 
Ukrainian border with Russia, especially in the 
regions of Donetk and Lugansk. According to 
Turcinov, the borders are closed in order to reduce 
the possibilities for the delivery of the Russian 
ammunition in Ukraine, in the conditions when the 
pro-Russia separatist forces continue opposing the 
Ukrainian army in Lugansk and Donețk. 

At the same time, the control on the 
Transnistrian segment of the border with the 
Republic of Moldova has also been tightened. 
The head of the Ukrainian border control 
service, Mikola Litvin, has pointed out that Kiev 
had sent “additional personnel and military 
equipment at the border with the Republic of 
Moldova, but only on the Transnistrian segment 
of the border because of the deployment of the 
Russian troops in the separatist region”.

Tiraspol insists on the civilised divorce with 
Chisinau. The statement has been made by 
the leader of the separatist region, Evgheni 
Shevchiuk, in an interview given to Euronews. 
The politician thinks that the Transnistrian region 
can to survive on its own. 

During the negotiations round in the 5+2 format 
on the Transnistrian regulation which took place 
in Vienna on June 5th-6th, the Tiraspol political 
representative, Nina Shtanski, expressed her 
concern about the signing of the Association 
Agreement, and especially of the Free Trade 
Agreement, between the Republic of Moldova 
and the European Union, for the reason that the 
agreements will jeopardise the activity of the 
Transnistrian companies. According to her, the 
economy of the region would be continuously 
under “Moldovan blockade”, and especially 
the transport and the banking system. The 
Vice Prime Minister for Reintegration of the 
Moldovan Government, Eugen Carpov, proved 
through statistical data that the export of the 
region has a positive dynamics.  

On June 10th-11th, the discussions on the 
Transnistrian issue continued at a conference 
organised by OSCE and the German government 
in Munchen and a new negotiations round- the 
third this year- has been announced for July 
17th-18th in Vienna.  

Chairman of the European Council, José Manuel 
Barroso, has stated during a visit to Chisinau that 
the Republic of Moldova has made stunning 
progress towards its European future and that he is 
confident about the European future of Moldova. 
During a visit to Chisinau on June 11th-12th, 
Barroso has mentioned that the European choice of 
Moldova “should not be the project of one person, 
government or party, but a decision supported by 
the entire nation for it to be successful”.  
“Moldova has made stunning progress towards 
its European future. I believe in the European 
future of Moldova”
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The 200th anniversary of the 
German settlements in Bessarabia – 
European common past and future
T his year we are celebrating the 200th 

anniversary of the first German 
settlements in Bessarabia and the German 
embassy to the Republic of Moldova has 
organised a series of events dedicated to this 
date. During the Moldovan-German week 
there have been organised several cultural 
and scientific events attended by German 
and Moldovan officials, representatives of 
culture and other guests. The series of events 
was inaugurated by the vice-president of the 
German Bundestag, Ulla Schmidt, who together 
with the speaker of the Moldovan parliament, 
Igor Corman, has opened the monument to the 
former German mayor of Chisinau, Karl Schmidt. 
The vice president of the German Bundestag 
has also participated in the inauguration of the 
exhibition “German traces in Moldova, 1814-
2014. Tradition and Modernisation”, exhibited 
at the Moldovan National Museum of Art, and 
in the film premiere “At home in Marienfeld”. 

The series of events closed with a roundtable 
dedicated to the main aspects of the 
Moldovan-German cooperation – cultural, 
economic and scientific.  

Matthias Meyer:
In Germany, the number 
of people interested in 
supporting the Republic 
of Moldova is growing

In one of the breaks of the roundtable, I 
have asked the German ambassador to 

Chisinau, Matthias Meyer, why Germany 
commemorates the historic date of the 200th 

anniversary of the German settlements in 
Bessarabia and why it shows such a big 
interest in the Republic of Moldova.
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Lina Grâu: Why does Germany give such 
importance to the 200th anniversary 
of the first German settlements in 
Bessarabia on one hand, and on the 
other, why does Germany show such a 
big interest in the Republic of Moldova?

Matthias Meyer: Speaking about the 
200th anniversary of the first Germans 
settlements in Bessarabia, we can 
observe two aspects. The first is that 
there are still very many heirs of the 
Bessarabian Germans who are still 
interested in the issue and want to visit 
these places. The events dedicated this 
anniversary have been also attended 
by a group of heirs of the Bessarabian 
Germans and you can ask them what 
motivates them to come to Moldova. 
Before coming to Moldova, I also did 
not know very much about this part 
of the history, nor do many Germans. 
Being here I have realised that there are 
close ties between many Germans and 
Moldovans. I would like to tell you that 
we, Germans, feel part of this society as 
the Germans that settled down here 200 
years ago have modernised the society 
in many aspects of the life. We can bring 
the example of Karl Schmidt, who had 
been mayor of Chisinau for 25 years. 
So, we can say the relations with your 
country are even stronger than with 
many other countries. Why, for example, 
did our chancellor Angela Merkel  has 
come to the Republic of Moldova? There 
must be something of importance..

Moreover, now that we are having such 
a problematic situation in the region 
and so many political issues in the 
neighbouring countries of the European 
Union, we see the stringent need to 
stabilise the situation in the region. We  
would like to see  your  country, the 
Republic of Moldova, a neighbour of 
the European Union which is stable and 
reliable and who can later be integrated 
into the European Union. 

And there is another aspect which 
might not be necessarily a positive 
one. I think that given the situation 
your neighbouring country, the public 
interest in the Republic of Moldova has 
also increased. More and more people 
want to know what is happening here. 

Lina Grâu: Given the complicated 
regional context, can the Republic of 
Moldova count on a bigger support from 
the European Union and Germany? We 
have been witnessing very many visits 
by western officials lately- can these 
visits be interpreted as a sign to Russia 
that the Republic of Moldova is in the 
sphere of interests of the European 
Union?

Matthias Meyer: Of course, this 
is a signal to Russia given through 
the multiple visits of the European 
Union representatives who come to 
the Republic of Moldova. We can 
bring the example of the visits of the 
Federal Foreign Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier, and of Ulla Schmidt, vice-
president of the Bundestag. In June, 
Moldova will be visited by several 
members of the Bundestag who are 
representatives of various political 
parties that will take part in the EU-
Moldova Forum to be organised in Balti. 
So, the network of those interested in 
supporting the Republic of Moldova is 
growing. These officials want to find 
out about the best way to support the 
Republic of Moldova. 

More than this, and this has also been 
mentioned by Prime Minister Iurie 
Leanca, we want to provide support so 
that the European values are shared 
with Moldovans. The problem is, 
and  we are aware of it, that part of 
the population do not want to accept 
this being as they are afraid of the 
implications. There is potential for 
conflict. And one of our aims is to 
remove this conflict potential and 
communicate to the people not to be 
afraid, as we are actually working in 
order to create and offer them a better 
future.    
   

Igor Corman: 
The Republic of 
Moldova and Germany 
can a have a common 
European future, not 
only a common past 

Speaking at the roundtable ”New impetus 
in the Moldovan –German cooperation”, 

the speaker of the Moldovan parliament, 
Igor Corman, expressed his hope that the 
Republic of  Moldova and Germany will 
have a common future, not only a common 
past, and that future will be European.  Igor 
Corman has pointed out that Germany had 
started showing a bigger interest in the 
Republic of Moldova after 2009, when the 
Eastern Partnership had been launched and 
the democratic parties had come to power.  

 Igor Corman: We have an excellent 
political dialogue, the apogee having 
been the visit to Chisinau of the German 
chancellor, Angela Merckel. Germany is 
also an important economic partner for 
us- it has been among the first commercial 
partners and it is an important investor in 
our country. We have already important 
investors in our country which show it 
is possible to work in the Republic of 
Moldova. I believe our potential is much 
bigger. There is such a saying: “The 
treasure is not looked for, it is found”. 
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Speaking about investments, they are not 
attracted. They come when the conditions 
are good. There cannot be a better signal 
for other investors than the success of 
those who already work in the Republic of 
Moldova.  

This year we have obtained remarkable 
success with the EU- visa free regime for 
our citizens; we will soon be signing the 
Association Agreement and the Free Trade 
Agreement with the EU. And of course, 
this success would not have been possible 
without Germany. 

And the cultural relations- this page 
of common history which refers to the 
German Bessarabians- is coming naturally 
to consolidate this relation. We know it 
that there is something more sensitive- a 
more heartful relationship- when there is 
something beautiful in our common past. 
And this can help a lot in our cooperation. 
This Bessarabian German community is 
really like a live bridge in the relations 
between our countries. I know it how 

caringly the Bessarabian Germans keep the 
memory about this period in the history 
when they lived here. If we understand 
it and do the same here, so that these 
feelings are mutual. I think this could 
serve as a solid ground for our good future 
relations.

I was once discussing with a very well-
known German expert on foreign policy, 
Hans-Ulrich Klose, who was also vice-
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Commission 
of the German Bundestag. It was in 2004 
and I asked him: “What do you think are 
the Moldovan European perspectives and 
to what extent can Germany support us 
in this endeavour?” He replied: “Young 
man, I hope you are alive when Moldova 
becomes EU member because I will not 
see that day”. He was about 75 then. And 
then I asked him what his advice would 
be in order to bring that date closer. And 
he replied very simply: “The day we, all 
Europeans, including Germans, consider 
you one of us, that moment the balance 
will swing into the other direction and 

then it will be a question of time until the 
procedures lead to the moment when the 
Republic of Moldova becomes member of 
the European family”. 

I really think it is not important that we 
now know the date when Moldova joins 
the EU. It is important that we move fast 
on this path and feel the advantages and 
benefits for the country; see the change in 
the country and increase in the people’s 
wages, pensions and so on. Every station 
on this way is important to bring it closer 
the day when our western partners 
decide that we are really Europeans. 
All the support that I am sure Germany 
will provide to us will help us to address 
other issues regarding the finality of the 
European integration process. 

Economic cooperation is an extremely 
important aspect when it comes to 

the relations between the two states. 
Germany has invested much in the 
Republic of Moldova over the last years. 
Several big German companies have 
come not only with jobs, but also with 
social package for their employees, 
as well as with clear rules in doing 
business. The relations were not without 
problems- we remember that one of the 
big German companies has been fined by 
the Moldovan tax authorities because of 
ambiguities in the national legislation. 
I have asked Uwe Konst, expert with 
the business consulting company 
“International Business Development” 
about how the business climate in the 
Republic of Moldova is perceived by the 
foreign investors.

Uwe Konst: Partnership for modernisation 
– a definition of the German investment activity 
in the Republic of Moldova
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 Uwe Konst: The German economic agents, 

as well as the businessmen from other 
countries, are interested in diversifying the 
business location for two reasons: the first 
is to reduce the production costs and the 
second is to access new production markets 
and cooperate with local suppliers from those 
countries. 

From my experience, for the Republic of 
Moldova, the first reason is valid – the 
Republic of Moldova is a small country 
which is very close to the EU both from the 
geographical point of view, and from the point 
of view of the legal framework and economic 
relations, and where the labour force is 
cheaper than in other countries of the EU 
or of the region. This fact is reflected by the 
investments that come both from Germany 
and other countries.     

Of course, the investments contribute to the 
modernisation of the local economy through 
introduction of new technologies, access to 
the market, training of the labour force and of 
the managerial personnel

 Lina Grâu: Comparing to other investors, 
I have observed that Germany is coming not 
only with money and investments, but also 
with a certain social responsibility and namely, 
with changes in the business mentality 
and education in business relations. How 
important is this component?

 Uwe Konst: German investors come 
usually for medium and even long term. So, 
they do not come to invest and then leave 
after 2-3 or 5 years. They don’t make that 
many investments in the portfolio, rather 
investments in the real production- industrial 
production or services.   

One of the conditions for such an investment 
to be successful is to have partners and 
employees that comply with the quality and 
responsibility requirements, like in their 
turn, those who produce in the Republic 
of Moldova have requirements towards 
those whom they deliver their goods to. So, 
indirectly, they contribute not necessarily to 
a change of mentality, but to a transfer of the 
German way of doing business- the attitude 
towards the job, the responsibility you have 
to show at the place of work towards the 
product you are responsible for or towards the 
colleagues.  

  Lina Grâu: Another aspect that I want 
to address is the security of investments 
and the investment attractiveness of the 
Republic of Moldova. I know that several 
years ago there were problems-the German 
investors complained about pressure on 
behalf of the Moldovan authorities and 
other problems being ready to stop certain 
investments in the Republic of Moldova. 
What should Chisinau do in order to make 
the Republic of Moldova more attractive for 
investments? What are the reforms that our 
country should focus on? 

 Uwe Konst: If we look at the criteria for 
the investment climate in the Republic of 
Moldova, some of the factors cannot be 
influenced by the Moldovan authorities, 
for instance, the situation in the region. 
However, there are factors which can be 
influenced positively by the Government 
in order to increase the attractiveness of 
the Republic of Moldova as location for 
investment. I would like to bring two or 
three examples: the justice sector reform, 
the fight against corruption, transparency in 
the decision making, as well as the need to 
respect the promises and commitments. 

In this respect, I have learned a new lesson 
in the Republic of Moldova, and namely, that 
not always a signed contract is considered 
signed. It is an unpleasant surprise as the 
investors come with a certain confidence 
and openness and these problems do not 
necessarily increase the motivation of 
continuing an economic commitment.  

 Lina Grâu: Do you think that the 
rapprochement of the Republic of Moldova 
to the European Union can solve some of the 
problems you mentioned above? 

 Uwe Konst: Yes, I think the Free Trade 
Agreement with the EU which will be 
signed at the end of June will contribute 
to the stabilisation and improvement of 
the investment climate in the Republic of 
Moldova. In parallel, it is important that the 
commitments made under the Association 
Agreement be put into practice as quickly 
as possible in a coherent manner by the 
Moldovan authorities in charge. 

I think it is a big challenge for the economy 
of the Republic of Moldova and for the 
economic agents to get ready relatively 

quickly for the competitiveness which 
will appear as a consequence of the Free 
Trade Agreement implementation. I would 
be very glad if the representatives of the 
economic agents got involved into such a 
modernisation process. Modernisation is 
necessary for the Moldovan produce and 
services to be able to face the competition. 
If is to look at this from the perspective of 
the consumer or final beneficiary, such a 
competition is positive as it leads to products 
and services of a better quality at a lower 
price. 

 Lina Grâu: I would like to go back to the 
regional situation that you have mentioned 
about. Certain voices say that the Republic 
of Moldova could even benefit economically 
from the current regional context as certain 
investment flows that were previously 
directed towards Ukraine, could withdraw 
from there because of the open military 
conflict and orient towards the Republic of 
Moldova. Others say that the entire region, 
including the Republic of Moldova, lost from 
attractiveness for the foreign investors. How 
do you see things? 

 Uwe Konst: All these are just speculations 
to me. However, I think we can imagine 
several scenarios. The first is that the current 
regional problems will have a negative 
impact on the Republic of Moldova, and 
especially the Transnistrian conflict.   

A more positive scenario would be that the 
Republic of Moldova positions itself as a 
reliable and stable partner for the foreign 
investors, at least in the areas which can be 
influenced by the Moldovan government. 
And this would, of course, increase the 
probability of foreign investments in the 
Republic of Moldova. My impression is 
that the Moldovan government is trying to 
stabilise the economic relations and create 
a favourable environment for investments. 
Questions appear though in areas which 
can be only indirectly influenced by the 
Government.  

 Lina Grâu: Since you have mentioned 
about the Free Trade Agreement and the 
signing of the Association Agreement at 
the end of June, I would like to ask you 
how you see the role of the Transnistrian 
region and of the economic agents there. 
The opposition from Chisinau is saying that 
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the new commercial rules will definitively 
split economically the two banks as the 
economic agents from the Transnistrian 
region will not be able to implement the 
European standards. On the other hand, the 
political factor in the Transnistrian region is 
impeding the economic agents to align to 
the European norms. How do you see the 
developments of the situation?  

 Uwe Konst: As far as I know from statistics 
and studies, there exist tight economic 
relations between the Transnistrian 
economic agents and the European market, 
including Germany. I suppose these 
entrepreneurs are interested in continuing 
these economic import-export or investment 
relations and having a favourable legal 
framework to be able to continue these 
economic relations. That is why I would be 
glad if they made their expectations known 
and if they tried to bring arguments in order 
to find a solution so that these relations 
could continue.  

 Lina Grâu: Do you think the Republic of 
Moldova is a European country and does it 
have a European future?  

 Uwe Konst: I don’t think there are doubts 
in this sense and I  believe the process of 
coming closer to the EU has accelerated very 
much over the last years, think only about 
how short the negotiations and signing of 
the Association Agreement took, even if 
it is compared with other countries in the 
region. I think the Republic of Moldova has 
developed very well and respectively, has 
come much closer to the European Union. 

However, becoming EU member has always 
been a long-term or at least, a medium-term 
project as it implies very many changes. At 
present, in the Republic of Moldova, there 
are many branches of the economy which 
could not face the competition if the market 
opened completely. We have to think of a 
rather long transition period. And there is 
another aspect which has nothing to do with 
the Republic of Moldova- the capacity of the 
European Union to integrate new members. 
The discussions and problems within the EU 
showed that its availability to accept new 
members is relatively low. 

T he roundtable ”New impetus for the 
Moldovan-German cooperation ” was 

attended by several heirs of the German 
settlers in Bessarabia who came to the 
Republic of Moldova to revisit the places 
where their ancestors used to live. The 
president of the Bessarabian German 
Association from Germany, Diakon Gunther 
Vossler, told us about the reason why after 
so many years the Bessarabian Germans 
maintain such an interest in the Republic of 
Moldova.  

 Diakon Gunther Vossler: First of all, we 
love Bessarabia and our hearts lie with 
Bessarabia. Secondly, we have an association 
in Germany- the Bessarabian Germans 
Association which has 300 thousand 
members who are interested in Bessarabia 
and what is happening here. 

Thirdly, we have been visiting Moldova 
for 25 years and as we have found here 
communities in which Bessarabian Germans 
used to live. There are very many wonderful 
people living there now with whom we 
made very good friends. We are coming here 
because we are really interested in the way 
this country is developing. More than that, 
we are coming here for our friends. We are 

coming to visit them and communicate with 
them.  

Each time we come here, we convince 
ourselves that the population from the rural 
area knows very little about the times when 
the Bessarabian Germans lived here. For this 
reason, we sponsor various exhibitions like 
the one which was launched at the National 
Art Museum within the Moldovan –German 
week and organised by Ms Ute Schmidt, but 
also other interesting exhibitions, in order 
to refresh in the people’s minds those times 
when Germans lived in Bessarabia. 

We, Germans, like to study the history of our 
ancestors and therefore, we are interested 
in visiting your country and following 
emotionally the way it is developing.   

 Lina Grâu: What does the Republic of 
Moldova lack in order to become a real 
European country?

 Diakon Gunther Vossler: Firstly, I am 
confident that you need an independent 
justice as in justice there is no room for 
arrogance. Secondly, you need a real free 
mass media. In addition, and this refers 
also to Ukraine, there should be a culture 
of discussions, I mean, the laws should not 

Diakon Gunther Vossler: 
We love Bessarabia, our hearts 
lie with Bessarabia
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come from above and imposed to people 
but prior to being adopted they should be 
discussed with the population. For instance, 
if we speak about the language issue, the 
people should be involved in discussions 
when decisions are made as to what 
language should be studied in a compulsory 
way. If such things are imposed unilaterally, 
they create tension in the society. 

I would also like to mention things which 
really fascinate me in the Republic of 
Moldova. I find the women in Bessarabia 
very courageous and creative. Even if their 
husbands have left to work abroad, they 
are able by themselves to keep the house, 
educate children and cook very well with 
minimum resources. I have special respect 
for the Moldovan women whom I find very, 
very courageous and strong. I am saying this 
from the bottom of my heart with all my 
confidence. 

 Lina Grâu: Do you see the future of the 
Republic of Moldova in the European Union?

Diakon Gunther Vossler: I would like it a 
lot. For me, it would be interesting that 
the Republic of Moldova is part of the 
European Union. But it is the people of the 
country who should make the decision. This 
is valid both for Ukraine and the Republic 
of Moldova. There might be also another 
solution for these counties- that they be 
open both for Europe and the East. 

For me it is undisputable that the Republic 
of Moldova should be part or Europe. But 
the people will should be taken into account. 
And the minority should accept the decision 
as it was taken in a democratic way. Only this 
way, after an integration and transformation 
process, we will have much positive energy 
and will.  

The Moldova -Leipzig Institute was 
another co-organiser of the roundtable 

” New impetus for the Moldovan-German 
cooperation” alongside with the German 
Embassy and the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung.  
After the end of the roundtable, I have 
discussed with the vice-director of the 
Institute, Vasile Dumbravă.

 Lina Grâu: The Moldovan authorities 
have been mentioning that the European 
integration means not so much moving 
towards Europe, but bringing Europe at 
home. In this context, during the event 
which you co-organised, it was discussed 
about the youth exodus, brain drain and 
the valuable potential of the Republic 

of Moldova. What do you think about 
this problem? These phenomena have a 
negative aspect as the best people leave the 
country. On the other hand, some countries 
managed to bring them back home or 
develop the potential of the diaspora to the 
benefit of the country. 

 Vasile Dumbravă: It is not only the 
Moldovan authorities that think this way 
– that we should make the change in the 
country. But one needs to have the people 
to make this change with. So the people 
should be ready to get involved, especially 
the youth. The Moldovan diaspora has 
also the possibility to contribute to the 
prosperity of the country. 

Vasile Dumbravă: If the people 
are correctly informed, they will 
not reject the European offer. 
Such offers are not made very 
often.
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It would be naïve to think that all would 
return home. It is more important to find 
out about the potential of the diaspora 
in various fields. Diaspora is also very 
different- some do simple work while others 
are doctors, engineers etc. If we knew what 
kind of specialists we have in various fields 
in different countries, it would be simpler 
to get the representatives of the diaspora 
interested and involved in certain projects. 
The Moldovan authorities should call on 
diaspora to think how they can get involved 
more actively in the development of the 
Republic of Moldova.

 Lina Grâu: Mr Dumbravă, you have 
been living in Germany for many years 
but you come quite often to the Republic 
of Moldova. What do you think should be 
changed in the attitude and mentality of 
the Moldovan people so that the country’s 
modernisation and the European integration 
become irreversible processes and that we 
finally have a prosperous society?  

 Vasile Dumbravă: It would be simple if it 
were only a few things to change in order to 
change entire Moldova…

Every year, between Aug 23rd -Sep 14th, we 
organise summer schools in Chisinau, in 
which 15-18 students from various German 
universities participate. New contacts 
between the German and Moldovan 
students are made through the meetings 

we organise. One can also observe very 
many things during this period of time. 
For example, one of my observations is 
that many Moldovan students do not have 
profound thinking in placing the problem 
into a larger context… 

The German participants are very careful 
when we visit museums or institutions. 
If for instance, we announce them that 
we are going to visit the Foreign Policy 
Association, they would ask questions about 
the organisation, the types of projects it 
is developing and whom they involve in 
the projects, etc. They prepare for the 
discussion in order to get most from it. 
 
We have once visited the museum from 
the village of Beshalma which is near the 
Comrat town. The guide in the excursion 
told us that during the Romanian times the 
Gagauz people were very unhappy. The 
students then asked her to explain what was 
wrong with the regime she was referring to. 
Then the guide told them that 30 families 
had to flee, leaving for Brazil. In reply, a 
student told the guide that in Bulgaria, for 
instance, 10 thou families had to take refuge 
in Brazil. The question then is what was 
the repression against the Gagauz people 
about?  

On one hand, you rediscover Moldova with 
these students and on the other hand, 
you see examples of serious attitude and 

profound thinking.  The German students 
have the patience to listen to and at the 
same time, are ready to express their 
positions which are well documented and 
informed. 

In contrast to their German peers, some 
of the Moldovan students have a tight 
diapason in their arguments and possibilities 
to defend their positions. 

It is important to mobilise and change 
things. This is also a very good quality. 

For example, every time they say 
that in Comrat people do not want to 
learn Romanian. This is not true. We 
implemented there a project in the area of 
infectious diseases- hepatitis. Within the 
project, we have also organised Romanian 
language courses for doctors. The demand 
was very high- about 80 applications- but 
we could afford only two small groups in 
order to insure good quality. The trainees 
have attended courses for a period of 
four months and now they are speaking 
Romanian and want to continue studying 
it.

It is a clear proof that there is interest in 
learning Romanian. And the second aspect, 
the number of those who want to learn 
Romanian is very big and we were not able 
to meet the demand.
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 Lina Grâu: So, in your opinion, 

the Gagauz region is not lost for the 
European integration process and for the 
communication with Chisinau.

 Vasile Dumbravă: Yes. I simply think that 
there is need for more presence there and 
everything which is done should be done 
qualitatively in order to make the most of 
the interest there and so that the people 
there feel that they also participate in the 
country integration into the EU.   

 Lina Grâu: How positive is the perception 
in Germany about the European integration 
of the Republic of Moldova? At a certain 
point, they were speaking that Germany was 
not necessarily reticent but rather reserved 
when it comes to the EU enlargement, as to 
a big extent it is the country which supports 
economically the enlargement.  

 Vasile Dumbravă: I can see a positive 
attitude in Germany about this. Even 
given the complicated situation, I have not 
observed negative attitude. If such voices 
exist, they are singular. 

 Lina Grâu: How do you see in general the 
chances of the Republic of Moldova to get 
integrated into the EU? 

 Vasile Dumbravă: I would like this to 
happen and I think Moldova has big chances 

for that. But this depends on the domestic 
development of the country as well as on 
the political situation in the region, and 
on how other governments regard this 
perspective. 

It depends on the internal situation and 
on how for instance, the corruption will be 
tackled and the domestic public order will 
be ensured- not only the politicians, but also 
people should feel secure. If there are cases 
of banditism, nobody will want to have as 
partner such a country and invest here. 
And the reforms should be implemented- in 
the economy and other areas. It is not by 
accident that the foreign partners remind us 
that the reforms which were initiated should 
be implemented.  And the politicians should 
be active and respect the laws, setting good 
examples to the others. 

 Lina Grâu: In the Moldovan society, those 
who speak in favour of the Customs Union 
and of the reorientation of the foreign 
policy vector of the country have become 
very active over the last period. The society 
is divided between the pro-European ones 
and those who are nostalgic about the 
Soviet times. What needs to be done for the 
people to understand the European idea 
better? 

 Vasile Dumbravă: This split of the 
Moldovan society has always been there. 

It has now become more evident and the 
impression is that the situation is no any 
better. It is important though to make the 
idea of European integration more attractive 
so that the ordinary people that are still 
indecisive see the benefits in a clear way. 
Here, we should explain very well the 
advantages and benefits of the European 
integration to the people so that they 
change their negative perception.    

Those who speak in favour of the Customs 
Union can bring their arguments very 
quickly. They have only two arguments 
which seem to the sufficient in order to gain 
supporters. They promise cheap gas and 
jobs, as at the moment about 300-400 thou 
people work in the Russian Federation and 
will be able to keep their jobs in future.  

In think that those who support the 
European integration of the country should 
not come with lists of arguments but 
focus on four benefits which people can 
understand and are important for their daily 
life. The people should be informed about 
these benefits and then I cannot imagine 
someone would reject such an offer, as such 
offers do not come very often.  
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