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CABIN REPORT
J.P. Salisbury PLA President-Elect

Continued on page 3

Loadmasters at “The Rock” stand up new
PLA Chapter

National President-Elect JP Salisbury (left) presents the
Rock Constitution to Curt Flagel (Treasurer), John Hayes
(President), Gerry Pritt (Secretary), and Gary Wynn (Vice

President) See story on page 3.

PLA Member MSgt John “Mickey” Spillane is welcomed
home by  Wife Tonya and daughter Sydney after being

deployed overseas See story on page 8

Hope everyone is enjoying the
summer.  For the second time in as
many Cabin Reports, I’m pleased to an-
nounce the standup of our newest chap-
ter, The Rock Chapter, at Little Rock
(where else!), Arkansas.  President John

Hayes and his team stuck with their plan and I was proud to visit
and present their constitution.  Read more about The Rock Chap-
ter in this issue.

While I’m on the subject of Chapters, we need help at
the Southeast Chapter at Charleston and the Mid-Atlantic Chap-
ter at Pope.  We have lots of PLA members at these locations and
I would hate to see these chapters fold.  I know some of you out
there can get together and “breath some life” back into these
chapters.  Remember, they are YOUR chapters!  Additionally, it
was brought to my attention that some of our members are con-
fused about what exactly should the chapters be doing.  Are they
merely social clubs?  Some chapters have no set meetings, or
when they do meet, have no agenda.  Well, social interaction is a
very large part of our association.  Enhancing camaraderie be-
tween loadmasters, young and old is important, however, this is
not our sole purpose.  What I hope all chapters are doing is
holding regularly scheduled meetings, with written agendas.
Meetings by their nature have to include chapter business, re-
ports, chapter status, etc.  We have a great sample chapter meet-
ing minutes on our website. But meetings can also be fun and
educational.  Have guest speakers, videos on loadmaster up-
dates, new equipment, etc. We don’t ever want members walking
out of a meeting saying what a waste of my time.  Chapters should
push membership by talking and meeting with loadmasters in
the area; be involved in “Loadmastering activities” at airshows or
other events; volunteer work in the community, on base and off.
Several of our chapters do all this and more.  Some are very
involved in their communities and have very active members.
Check out the Chapter Reports over the last several issues to
see what I mean.

Chapters are the PLA’s lifeblood and we need to not only
keep them going , but keep them going strong and effective.  When
you see problems with your chapter, identify them to chapter lead-
ership, and more importantly, chip in to help the chapter get on
track.  Together we can make it work!
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NORFOLK- One of the military’s largest transports was stuck on
a runway atop the I-564 overpass for more than 16 hours, unable
to turn around at the west end of Chambers Field at the Norfolk
Naval Station. The incident, starting about 1 a.m., forced the clos-
ing of the field for most of the day to all but helicopter traffic and
made for a dramatic sight to hundreds of motorists passing be-
neath it during the morning rush hour. “That thing’s like a big
building sitting there.” said some motorists. The aircraft’s nose
was so far over the end of the ramp, the crew was unable to see
the runway where it was supposed to turn around. The pilot
stopped the aircraft and prevented it from running off the ramp.
They also stated that it was too tight of a turn to turn the aircraft
around. The Air Force C-5 Galaxy, largest airplane in the free
world, is almost as long as a football field and as high as a six-
story building. At 420 tons with a full load, it uses a system of 28
wheels to distribute its weight. The aircraft spent most of the day
waiting for a specially made tow bar to be trucked to the base
from Dover, Del. The tow bar arrived about noon and was used to
hook the C-5 to a tractor so the aircraft could be turned around.
The plane was moved off the runway by 4:30 p.m., No one was
hurt, and the plane was not damaged

PLEASE TELL ME WE HAVE AN AFT CG LOAD!!

C-17 Historic Airdrop
By SMSgt Bob Norris

728th AS, McChord AFB, WA
Editor’s Note:  Norris was one of eight loadmasters from the 446th
Airlift Wing who participated in the historic airdrops into northern
Iraq on March 26.  Here he chronicles the experience.

Sometimes all that tactical training pays off in a big way.
Just ask the three 728th Airlift Squadron aircrews that participated
in the first brigade-size combat airdrop. The crews were selected
for the recent drop into Bashur airfield from a pool of 30 highly
experienced aircrews. Crews from the 728th AS provided 20
percent of both the heavy and personnel airdrops on the first
night of what would become five nights of very high tempo
operations.  The darkness made night vision goggles essential.
Operating aircraft in formation using night vision goggles is not
entirely new, but even the most experienced crews have only
been qualified for about a year. Add all the radio chatter, the body
armor, survival vests and the importance of doing it right and you
have the ingredients for a very stressful sortie.

The aircrews involved were assigned their respective
aircraft and formation positions well before the actual drop and

were given time to preflight and preposition all their life support
and survival gear. All the crews took this time to gather in a quiet
cockpit and talk through the entire mission from beginning to
end. The crews also discussed threat calls, additional duties
and most importantly, emergency procedures. The loadmasters
on the personnel aircraft also had one very important task ahead;
they had to familiarize the soldiers with the C-17. Most of the
soldiers had  never been on a C-17. Of the almost 1,000 jumpers
scheduled to drop, only a handful had ever jumped from a C-17.
With only around 60 seconds of useful exit time over the drop
zone, the loadmasters knew it was going to be close.

As the crews arrived at their aircraft it was a truly
awesome sight to see all the controlled chaos on the ramp. The
maintainers had given their best effort and all were ready to go.
The Army had marched their troops to the staging areas behind
the aircraft, where they were doing final rigging. The most
impressive sight, however, was the long row of aircraft, quietly
ready to go. The taxi out provided one of the highlights of the day
as the crews who were not flying that day came out to the edge of
the taxiway to bid good luck to the formation. It was an awesome
gesture by some awesome people. The takeoff was uneventful
and things progressed like any training mission - until the combat
entry check, at which time things began to happen pretty fast.

This combat entry checklist alerts the crew to configure
many of the aircraft systems for combat, such as the electrical,
defensive, lighting, and communications. It also directs the crew
to don all its survival and protective gear. Shortly after this was
completed, the computer began to alert the crew with time
warnings for the drop.

The heavy equipment aircraft had taken off ahead of the
personnel aircraft. When drop zone officials called scores for all
five heavy equipment jets, all that remained was to get the jumpers
on the ground and head home. The next few minutes became
a blur of activity; checklists were run, doors were opened, the
aircraft was configured, and the jump lights went from red to
amber to green. Many loadmasters on the mission said it was
the longest minute of their lives, but finally  the jumpers got away.
All that remained was a quick door check, retrieval of static lines,
close up and the escape.

On the way “home,” crews gathered on the flight deck
Continued on page 6

OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM — U.S. Army paratroopers pre-
pare to board a C-17 Globemaster III. Nearly 1,000 “Sky Soldiers”
of the 173rd Airborne Brigade recently parachuted from C-17s
into the Kurdish-controlled area of northern Iraq. This was the
first combat insertion of paratroopers using a C-17. U.S. Air Force
Tactical Air Controllers along with an Air Force Contingency Re-
sponse Group were also part of the troop movement in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt.
Stephen Faulisi)
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CABIN REPORT
Continued from page 1

In addition to my trip to Little Rock, I drove to Connecticut
to present a $500.00 check to Maurice Collin, Acting Commis-
sioner of the Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs.  This
money is earmarked for the John L. Levitow Medal of Honor Me-
morial Sports Center.  I was honored to have John’s sister Mary
and her husband Alex, along with John’s son, John Levitow II,
with his wife Lucy and their son John Levitow III present.  We all
had a great visit and saw the artist’s rendition of the Sports Cen-
ter.  It will be a fitting tribute to a true American Hero.

We recently awarded two scholarships. Richard de Lucia
won the vocational scholarship named for SMSgt (ret) Donald L.
Barnett.  For the college scholarship, Zach Carter is going to the
University of Kansas and the John L. Levitow scholarship will
definitely help.  Congratulations to both individuals!  Remember,
we have three scholarships to award each year...talk it up!

 Rob Flori is taking over as secretary.  Our thanks to Rob
and to his wife Lori for taking on this very critical position.  As for
Walt Baade, what can I say.  Walt has jumped in and done what-
ever it takes to help keep this association running smooth.  We
honestly would not be where we are today without Walt’s dedica-
tion and enthusiasm.  Thanks again Walt, for everything!

Well, as I bring my comments to a close, I thank all of you
for keeping our Loadmasters and our troops in your thoughts and
prayers during the last several months.  As you read the various
articles in this issue, you will see that we have awesome folks out
there leading the way.  JOB WELL DONE!

 PLA GAINS TENTH CHAPTER
        by J.P. Salisbury

Our  tenth chapter, The Rock Chapter, officially stood up
on May 3rd, 2003. I flew out to present the constitution and what
a welcome!

First, I had a great tour of the Basic Loadmaster School
run by our Air National Guard brethren.  CMSgt Rich Green, the
Enlisted Training Manager runs a great show and between Little
Rock and Altus, rest assured our future Loadmasters are in very
capable hands.  I got to see more training as CMSgt (Ret.) Rich
Klindt gave me a tour of  the newly renovated C-130 Formal
Training Unit.

Next it was off to discuss chapter business with Chap-
ter President John Hayes. John is quite the host and took very
good care of me during my entire stay. The next day, we went to
the local VFW for steak night and the constitution presentation.
What a great bunch of folks! Even though I’m an old, dedicated,
C-141 “strat” Loadmaster, those Herc Loadies made me feel
right at home.  Thanks!

We are looking for great things from the members of
The Rock Chapter, and I know they’ll deliver, as they always do.
If you’re ever at the Rock, give John and his folks a holler...you’ll
be glad you did!

By MSgt John Nason, 9 AS, Dover AFB, DE

Flying cargo and troops around the world and delivering
supplies in the C-5 is not the world’s most glamorous job. As
“strat” airlift guys and gals here at Dover we take our fair share of
ribbing from the other airlifters, sister service components and
even the civilian community for our reputation of unreliability. I can
assure you that as an Active Duty MSgt with over 7000 hours and
20+ years in the C-5 we do the best we can with what we have. I
always try my best to look on the positive side and to help motivate
the other crewmembers and servicemen and women around me.

The facts do speak for themselves; we’ve moved an un-
believable amount of cargo during this latest operation. The C-5
also has one of the best safety records around. No, we were not
designed to short-haul stuff within theater, but can do it if needed.
No we don’t do day-to-day paratroop drops with any of the users
but can drop troops and do it on a fairly regular basis.  We hold
the world record single and multiple platform heavy equipment
airdrop of 186,000 lbs. We also have a SOLL II (Special Opera-
tions Low Level) commitment here at Dover and have an on-
going D alert to support other Special Operators. We’re also tasked
with plenty of Presidential support missions moving limos, heli-
copters, support equipment, and secret service folks, every time
the president travels.  Since Sept 11th we’ve been as busy as any
airlift unit. Our favorite “vacation spots” (stage bases) include
Moron & Rota, Spain; Frankfurt, Germany; Dover; Westover;
McGuire, and short stints in Kuwait City. Of course as Dover guys
we spend some of our time on alerts here as well. We’re also
doing well here in the 9th Airlift Squadron flying crews with only two
loadmasters. Yeah I know there are some past C-5 guys saying
that’s two busy loadmasters. Yes it does make for some chal-
lenging flying, especially those times when you have to do an
upload and download and carry troops on both legs. With crew
duty days up to 26 hours it also makes it challenging to stay
rested, fed and motivated.

We are doing well in support of the “War on Terrorism”,
Operation Enduring Freedom and other worldwide military en-
deavors. Our loadmasters are exposed to a lot more, a lot faster
and upgrades of all sorts are fast paced. It’s a great time to build
lots of hours and do lots of flying. True, we don’t get the headline
stories or get to be seen on CNN like the C-17 guys but hey we’re
used to quietly doing our job. We don’t get to fly the newest “state
of the art” aircraft, oftentimes lack full enroute support or even an
adequate parts supply and maintenance to keep the planes mov-
ing, but we do the best we can, with what they give us and consis-
tently exceed their expectations of us day in, day out, as our lead-
ers expect us to do. We’re proud to serve, proud we’re
loadmasters, and proud to be Americans.

Strat Airlift and It’s Role in
The “Big Picture ”
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J.P. Salisbury, PLA President-Elect  presents $500.00 donation to Maurice Collin, Acting
Commissioner Department of Veterans Affairs for the John L. Levitow Medal of Honor
Memorial Sports Center. (L-R) Lucy Levitow, John Levitow II holding John Levitow III,
Alex Constantino, Mary Constantino (John L. Levitow’s sister)

Maurice Collin, Acting Commissioner Department of Veterans Affairs shows the plans for
the John L. Levitow Medal of Honor Memorial Sports Center to John L. Levitow II

JOHN L. LEVITOW, MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT,
REMEMBERED

The United States
Air Force

 Medal of Honor

John L. Levitow earned the Medal of Honor
for his heroic actions over the skies of Viet-
nam in 1969.  He went on to serve his fel-
low veterans at the Connecticut Dept of
Veteran Affairs.  He was a life member of
the PLA.  He died November 8, 2000, and
is buried in Arlington National Cemetary.
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Airmen Work to keep
Operation Enduring Freedom

on Track
by Louis A. Arana-Barradas

photo by Master Sgt. Keith Reed

Prying the helmet with the night vision goggles off his
head, Staff Sgt. Michael slumped into his seat. He’d had a long
day and was tired to the bone. But the day was only half over.He
wiped the sweat that ran over his brow with a gloved hand. Sweat
drenched his flight suit. Then he took a deep, sucking swig from
a bottle of water and looked over his domain - the cargo deck of
his C-17 Globemaster III airlifter. Seeing it empty, the loadmaster
let out an audible sigh. “No passengers this time,” he said as the
jet reached cruising altitude. “Maybe next time.”

The huge cargo plane had flown nine hours from Rhein-
Main Air Base, Germany, to reach Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.
It landed at 4 a.m. and deposited a dozen soldiers, pallets of
supplies and several vehicles. As it sat on the pitch-black taxiway,
with engines running, a ground crew drained 50,000 pounds of
fuel from an extra fuel tank on this version of the plane. “The C-17
is the backbone of the ‘Afghan Express,’ ” he said. “We can handle
the work.” About an hour after landing, the jet took off. It gained
altitude quickly to avoid potential small arms ground fire and scale
over the snow-covered peaks of the Hindu Kush. It would be a
long and lonely flight back to Rhein-Main. Michael, a reservist with
the 701st Airlift Squadron, Charleston Air Force Base, S.C., who
asked that his surname not be used, settled back into his seat.
But he doesn’t like going home empty. “I like it when we fly back
with a plane full of troops, taking them home to their families,”
Michael said. “That’s what really makes me happy.” But he knows
the prospects are slim that he’ll be flying troops out of Afghanistan
any time soon. The war on terrorism is a long way from being

Staff Sgt. Michael, a C-17 loadmaster from the 701st Airlift Squad-
ron, Charleston Air Force Base, S.C., helps keep troops and sup-
plies heading downrange for Operation Enduring Freedom. In
landlocked Afghanistan, airlift is the lifeblood of the resupply op-
eration.

Continued on page 6

Loadmaster returns from
Philippines with two children

By Master Sgt. Michael Farris
353rd Special Operations Group Public Affairs

CLARK AIR BASE, Philippines — While many Americans
depart the Philippines with T-shirts, artwork and other souvenirs,
Master Sgt. Marvin Beacham, a tactics loadmaster with the 353rd

Operations Support Squadron at Kadena, left with far more pre-
cious cargo, two daughters. Beacham, a 39-year-old from
Carrollton, Ga., and his wife Yolanda, adopted their nieces, Shiene,
13 and Sheila, 12.

Marvin and Yolanda met nearly two decades ago while
he was stationed at Clark. In the interim years, they raised three
children and settled down at Kadena. “Yolanda and I have talked
about this for a long time,” Beacham said. “We wanted to give
Shiene and Sheila a better life. They’re from a very large family
and Yolanda’s brother was equally amenable to the adoption. It’s
just the right thing to do and now is the right time.” Beacham’s
oldest child, Josephine, is a freshman at Florida State University
while Marvin and Jennifer both attend Kadena High School. “My
kids and my nieces have seen each other every few years during
family get-togethers and they talk on the phone occasionally,”
Beacham said.  “They’re certainly not strangers.” Beacham’s chil-
dren wrote letters to the Philippine court explaining their feelings
on the adoption and how they’ll help out their new siblings.

During a recent month-long joint combined training ex-
ercise at Clark, Beacham gathered the required documents. He
and Yolanda traveled to San Miguel, Tarlac, Philippines, where
they hired an attorney and a social worker.  “Though we had a few
setbacks, we expected as much and have been patient through
the whole experience,” he said. “We started the process in No-
vember and finally have two new family members.” As for the
newest Beachams, they’re excited to go live in Japan. According
to their father, “They’ve been telling their friends, ‘Hey, speak to us
in English, we’re about to become Americans.’” Beacham said
although Shiene and Shila will leave the Philippines, they won’t
be far from home. Okinawa is only a few hours flight from Manila.
“My brother-in-law is excited for his kids to have a more promising
future,” Beacham said. “My mother also lives with us in Okinawa
and looks forward to two more grandkids around the house. My
kids are eager to have two more sisters to pal around with. They
say, ‘We’ll help them with their homework and introduce them to
all of our friends’.” “My biggest emotion is relief that it’s all over,”
Beacham said. “I’m happy for the kids and excited for my whole
family.”

MSgt Marvin Beacham checking a cargo parachute at the
 353rd Operations Support Squadron, Kadena
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over, and he knows he’ll make more trips into Bagram and other
Afghan bases. The troops and their mission depend on the airlift.

Michael said he knows he’ll make many more trips into
the Middle East, too. That’s something he did throughout Febru-
ary and March as the U.S.-Iraq showdown reached the boiling
point. The airman flew to a lot of places in the Middle East. “But
we still have a lot of work to do [in Afghanistan] before we win this
war,” he said.

Winning the war on terrorism in Afghanistan, dubbed
Operation Enduring Freedom, is the tough task given Combined
Joint Task Force-180 at Bagram. Led by Army Lt. Gen. Dan McNeill,
it directs the war on terrorism. The job takes thousands of troops
and tons of war materiel.

Getting the tools of war into mountainous, landlocked
Afghanistan is tough. After years of war and Taliban rule, the coun-
try has fewer than 20 miles of usable railroads and few good
roads. So airlift is the key to keeping the task force on track, said
Brig. Gen. Greg Ihde, the top airman in Afghanistan. Everything,
almost exclusively, comes in by air, he said. There’s some over-
land resupply. Some bases get part of their fuel by truck. The Army
and Air Force Exchange Service also trucks supplies from the
north. But overland resupply barely puts a dent in the demand.
Airlift is the only way to go. “And this is a huge airlift effort,” Ihde
said. The only airman given permanent move orders to Afghani-
stan, Ihde’s job is to provide the task force “air” advice. The outfit
he heads is the four-member air component coordination ele-
ment, or ACCE, which coordinates all task force aircraft opera-
tions. It’s a U.S. Central Command knockoff, and has a similar
role as its multinational combined air operations center in Qatar
that directs coalition air operations in the Middle East.

Afghanistan is the element’s proving ground. Top sol-
dier McNeill said the airmen have made the concept work. They’ve
become his ACCE in the hole. “The world has changed. The
enemy has changed. And we should change,” McNeill said. He
said the air component coordination element has proven its worth
and made operations easier. Plus, he said, it has integrated with
and worked well as part of the combined joint task force.

Airlift is the most noticeable support for the task force.
But, the Air Force provides other help from the air through the
455th Air Expeditionary Wing, which Ihde commands. With about
1,700 airmen at seven bases in five countries, the wing takes part
in every aspect of the war. But its main job in Afghanistan is pro-
viding close air support to ground troops. It does that with A-10
Thunderbolt IIs based in Bagram  and attack aircraft at other
bases. Each of the wing’s groups adds to the task force’s air
power. They provide reconnaissance, surveillance, combat
search and rescue, special operations, medevac, refueling and
other support. “We provide a lot of tooth, instead of tail,” Ihde said.
The Army runs the show. But McNeill doesn’t tell bluesuiters how
to do their job, Ihde said. “General McNeill tells us what he needs,
and we give him a proposal on how we’ll do it,” Ihde said. “He’ll
invariably say, ‘You bet, whatever you guys think is best.’ ”Ihde
said that’s just one example of how well all the services interact
in Afghanistan. But airlift and air power aren’t all the Air Force
offers. Airmen also help with base defense and forward air con-
trol, plus provide space-based systems information and weather
updates.

Weather is, perhaps, most crucial to the ground troops.
But predicting the Afghan weather is a huge challenge, said Staff
Sgt. Angela Radden, a weather forecaster and observer. The whole
country is prone to last-second weather changes that can make
or break an operation. That’s something Radden, from the 43rd

Operations Support Squadron, Pope Air Force Base, N.C., doesn’t
take lightly. But when soldiers want to know if weather will make
an operation a “go or no-go,” it puts pressure on weather troops.
“That’s because we know how important the mission is,” she
said. “But you don’t want to bend, even a little bit, be even a little bit
optimistic. Because there are people’s lives at stake.”

As war clouds formed over Iraq, the task force faced
another reality. The huge effort to build up the U.S. presence in
the Middle East taxed the Air Force’s airlift capability. That affected
the Afghan airlift, too, as the support focus moved to getting troops
and supplies to the Middle East. But Ihde said as long as there
are troops in Afghanistan fighting terrorism, the Air Force will be
there to support them. In anticipation of events to come, he said,
Central Command moved more airlifters, tankers and fighters
into areas to better support Afghan operations. No matter what
happens elsewhere, Ihde said the task force has assurances
the United States won’t move Afghanistan to a back burner. There’s
too much at stake, he said. So airmen will continue to support
Afghan operations. How long that’ll last is anybody’s guess, so
airmen don’t know when they’ll go home. They do know the job
will remain the same. “We’re here to support the Army,” Ihde said.
“So if the Army feels we need to be airborne 24 hours a day, then
that’s what we’ll do.”

That’s OK with Michael. He loves his job, and the mis-
sion is why he stays in the Air Force. Once back at Rhein-Main,
Michael wanted to get out of his rank flight suit, take a hot shower,
get a nice meal and sleep. And he’d call his wife, Ginger, and 3-
year-old son, Wesley. “The Air Force is definitely carrying its share
of the load in Afghanistan,” he said. “And each day we get closer
to winning the war on terrorism. There’s no better job satisfaction
than that.”

Reprinted from Airman Magazine, June 2003

Airmen...Continued from page 5

and watched the triple A being fired to the south. The videos of
antiaircraft fire look just like the real thing; which means it’s better
on TV than in person.

And that’s all there was - a long ride home, reconfigure
the jets for cargo hauling for the next four nights and pick up the
trash from 100 troops who left the jet in a big hurry. In all, the
initial operations into Bashur moved more than 5 million pounds
of men and equipment in five days. Flying in the dark of night, in a
hostile country, without incident was made possible because
training came in contact with opportunity.

Courtesy of the 446th AW Public Affairs Office

C-17 Airdrop continued from page 2

WE NEED YOUR STORIES AND
PICTURES!

PLEASE SEND YOUR STORIES,
PICTURES, JOKES AND ANY ITEMS
YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN “THE
LOADER”.  WE CURRENTLY RELY

STRONGLY ON AF NEWS STORIES
BUT THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER!
HELP US MAKE IT EVEN BETTER!!

SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
FRANKM@LOADMASTERS.COM
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CHAPTER REPORTS

PARKER-AGUILLON-PAYNE CHAPTER LIBERTY CHAPTER

ROCK CHAPTER

Wow! Little Rock AFB, AR, the largest C-130 base in the
world, has finally come on-line with their chapter.  The Rock Chap-
ter received their charter from National President-Elect JP
Salisbury on May 3, 2003 at the VFW Post 4548, Toneyville, Arkan-
sas.  The evening began with a steak dinner sponsored by the
VFW and “heart felt” video presentations from Basic Loadmaster
Graduation ceremonies, topped off with the Chapter receiving the
much-anticipated charter.
 Special thanks went to the 189th Airlift Wing, Air National
Guard, CMSgt Richard Green, Enlisted Aircrew Training Manager,
and CMSgt (Ret) Rich Klindt for taking this momentous occasion
one step further and providing CMSgt (Ret) Salisbury with a tour
and insight concerning the Basic Academic Loadmaster School
and the newly renovated C-130 Formal Training Unit.  His visit
allowed him to gain insight into the all aspects of C-130
Loadmaster training.  The steak dinner, presentations, and war
stories were great and enjoyed by all.

With the current Ops tempo winding down for a slight
breather, we will continue to pursue our membership drive and
fund raising activities.  The chapter is planning a camping trip
and picnic later in the year.
Rock Chapter Officers are:

President..........John Hayes (j_hayes@classicnet.net)
Vice Pres......…..Gary Wynn
Secretary......…Gerry Pritt
Treasurer.......…Curt Flagel

“After Takeoff Checks Complete”
John Hayes, Chapter President

First of all and most importantly, our chapter is deeply
saddened over the loss of a good friend and active member of the
PLA, Dallas Carr. Dallas died at his home on Monday, 19 May
2003. Dallas had been very active in our local chapter from the
very beginning and attended the first National PLA convention
held in Tacoma, Washington. He was a true loadmasters’
loadmaster and known throughout the loadmaster community
as a highly professional and kind person. Dallas and his wife
Alicia have always supported our chapter’s social gatherings and
he was always ready and willing to provide a helping hand. Our
prayers go out for Alicia and all his family, he will be missed.

This year our chapter has formed a team in support of
the American Cancer Society’s nationwide signature event, Re-
lay for Life. For 24 hours our team will take turns walking around
a track with support of donations from friends, relatives and co-
workers. Our chapter is participating not only to honor or in memory
of those who have been touched by cancer but to provide hope
that a future cure can be found. Mike See is our team captain and
continues to work with all of us to make sure we can maximize
our donations in support of this most worthy cause. Wish us all
good luck. Our chapter has developed and initiated an annual
“Outstanding Loadmaster” award that recognizes loadmasters
who are currently working as loadmasters within our chapter’s
area of responsibility, which is Northern California. We have sent
out the nomination requirement package to all active duty and
reserve squadrons at Travis and continue to seek other sources
that have loadmasters currently performing loadmaster duties.
This award is open to all loadmasters in Northern California from
all services both reserve and active duty, and civilians. The due
date is NLT 30 June. We would encourage all PLA chapters to
develop their own award program and hopefully in the future we
can funnel the chapter awards into a national award.

We are in the planning stages of our annual picnic, which
we are trying to move up into the July – August time frame instead
of the normal September date. Our local members will receive a
flyer when we have finalized the date, time, and location.

Lastly I’d like to challenge everyone to keep their local
chapters active and visible. I think we all can agree that just form-

Continued on page 10

Hello again from the sunny Northeast!  The Liberty Chap-
ter is still plugging along planning for the Gathering of Loads.
Everything is still on track and by this time next year we’ll hope to
see each of you at the Trump Marina in Atlantic City!  There will be
more information in the near future about the Gathering.  Can’t
wait that long for a party?  Our Annual Chapter Picnic will be held
the 2nd of August at Willow Pond on Ft. Dix.  Cost is $2 per person,
$3 for couples, and $5 for families.  The chapter will provide the
meat and drinks and we ask that everyone bring along their favor-
ite side dish to share.  We plan on lots of fun, volley ball, horse-
shoes, and other activities.  I’ll be sending more information to
chapter members via e-mail.

And speaking of e-mail, if you have not received an e-
mail from me recently, it’s probably because I no longer have a
current e-mail address for you.  Some folks have changed
providers and forgotten to pass on their new address.  WARNING
– CAUTION – NOTE:  Chapter members, please take a moment
and send me an e-mail with your current e-mail address.  I would
like to update our data base to ensure all of our members are
receiving the latest Chapter news.  My e-mail address is
kennyt@bellatlantic.net.   We haven’t heard for some of you in
quite some time, drop me a line.  There’s a lot of Chapter
information I’d like to pass on.  Hope to see you all at the Picnic.
Have a safe summer!

Tom Kenny, Chapter President

Don’t see your chapter report in this issue?  There was no
report received from the Denali, Mid-Atlantic, Southeast, or
Golden West Chapters this cycle.  We encourage all chapter
members to contact their chapter officers and help be part of
the solution.  Remember, one or two chapter officers do not
make the chapter run...they need your help!  We look forward
to seeing all chapters represented in the next LOADER.

MORECHAPTER REPORTS ON PAGE 10
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On the lookout
04/05/03 - OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM — Master Sgt. Eric
Draper scans the desert for threats as his HC-130 flies into a
U.S.-controlled airfield in southern Iraq on April 3. Draper is a
loadmaster with the 39th Rescue Squadron from Patrick Air Force
Base, Fla., and is deployed to support Operation Iraqi Freedom.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Stefan Alford)

You never know what loadmaster
history you’ll see when deployed

by Frank Murphy
From an undisclosed location in the Middle East

Numerous airlift aircraft of all types transit this location
on a routine basis so it’s not unusual to see all types, in various
paint schemes.  Today a C-141B, in the old stylish white and gray
paint scheme, delivered material to our location, but color alone
wasn’t the only unusual fact for this particular aircraft.  The aircraft’s
tail number was 60177 and she sports an AFRC tail flash.  These
aren’t the unusual details either; as a matter of fact from the
outside you have to walk to the crew entry door before something
special becomes evident.

The first thing is an unusual patch on the left side of the
door with the captions “4th Allied POW Wing” and “Return with
Honor”.  Next you notice the outstanding unit award above the
door with another caption:  “First C-141 to Hanoi”.  And then you
realize this is it; this is the aircraft that airlifted the first POW’s from
Hanoi at the end of the Vietnam War.  There are numerous
plaques inside the aircraft documenting the historical feat.  One
bulkhead contains signatures of all the passengers on the his-
toric flight, and another area has the listing of all their names.
Another plaque that is prominently displayed on the aircraft con-
cerns the loadmasters that flew on this mission.

MSgt McElroy was the primary loadmaster, and MSgt
Norris was another loadmaster on the flight that took place 12
Feb 1973, from Gia Lam Airport, Hanoi.

Military Families Try To Cope With
Stress Of Long Separation
By Amy Schlesing, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

(Edited for space by PLA Editor)

Master Sgt. John “Mickey” Spillane sat on a sandy picnic
table at an air base on the edge of the Arabian Peninsula and
scratched down on paper the feelings he wished he could call
home to share. I’m so sorry honey; I saved the world, but missed
our past. His best friend and fellow loadmaster Airman 1st Class
Matt Olley took the words and set them to music. Last week, the
duo performed it for more than 300 airmen at their remote base.

While the concert marked Spillane’s 20th year in the Air
Force, it was about much more than that. As they sang and played
in the recreation center called “the Pentagon” by those stationed
there, airmen in the audience sipped on beers and fought back
tears. Spillane’s lyrics hit home. “I just had to look over their heads,”
Spillane told his wife last week.

He’s been in Southwest Asia for all but six weeks of the
last nine months, loading weapons, supplies and soldiers onto
C-130 Hercules transport planes headed to nearby Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. With him are hundreds of airmen from Little Rock Air
Force Base at Jacksonville, AR  and others from American bases
around the world. When the war broke out, airmen at the base
couldn’t make the 15-minute weekly call home. After a five-week
blackout, the phone calls began again last week. But keeping a
family together that is a world apart takes more than a phone line.
Airmen work 18-hour days and spend the rest of their time bat-
tling the stress of being far from home. Half a world away, their
families also fight the stress of separation.

And it doesn’t go unnoticed. Spillane is quick to say that
his wife, Tanya, is his strength. Where you been Honey, she said
over a scratchy phone. I really miss you, and I want you to come
back home Life goes on, but it’s not the same. I’ll be as strong as
I can be back home, Air Force families learn to fall into routines,

providing security through a structured lifestyle for their children.
While deployed, most Little Rock airmen are at bases where
weekend passes don’t exist, they cannot leave unless flying on a
C-130. So they find their own routines, playing bingo or volleyball,
watching movies on a makeshift projector or writing songs like
Spillane and Olley. They also surround themselves with pictures
and pieces of home. In Pakistan last year, Spillane planted the
hot pink plastic flowers his 4-year-old daughter sent him around
the “recreation room” airmen built out of spare airplane pallets. It
was there that Spillane taught himself to play the guitar that his
wife had given him for Father’s Day. It was there that Spillane
helped Olley overcome the shock of his father’s death and pick
up his guitar for the first time since the crushing news came.

While Spillane is eligible for full retirement, he’s quick to
say that is not for him. “When we got married, he said to me,
‘Don’t ever ask me to stop being a loadmaster in the U.S. Air
Force,’” Tanya Spillane said. “If he stopped, he’d die.” Olley holds
the Easter eggs filled with jokes his nephews in New Jersey sent
him like treasures, but he doesn’t want to come home before the
job is done. “I just really love my job. I do more and see more than
most 20-year-olds, and I’m making history,” he said. “Every night
when I go to bed, I know I made a difference.” For those from Little
Rock Air Force Base, deployment has become a way of life. As

Continued on page 11
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PLA Gear
PLA COINS (below)
The coins have both Friendship Through Airlift  and Yester-
day –Today-Tomorrow around the circle on the back.  The
Flag is in color. The box is empty so you may have what ever
you wish engraved in it.
PLA PIN (right) and PATCH (right bottom)
PLA Coins,  Pins  and Patches  are available through the
National Headquarters. The PLA Coins are $4.00, Pins are
$5.00 and the Patches  are $6.00 each, including mailing .
I’m sure a lot of you have seen them by now.  If the Chapters
are interested in having some, please contact us.  e-mail:
Wabaade@aol.com

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT

HTTP://WWW.LOADMASTERS .COM

6/17/2003 - ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska —
Loadmasters Senior Airman Adam Adams and Airman 1st Class
Philip Martin compare weight and balance worksheets while they
wait for their cargo to arrive during Cooperative Cope Thunder.
The airmen are assigned to the 517th Airlift Squadron here. The
squadron’s C-130 Hercules deliver people and cargo to remote
drop zones and land on remote runways during the exercise. The
exercise is a Pacific Air Forces-sponsored air combat training
exercise which runs through June 20. (U.S. Air Force photo by
Tech. Sgt. Keith Brown)

Checking it Twice
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ing a local chapter is only the beginning of the many challenges it
takes to keep us going. Once we receive our initial charter and the
initial energy subsides we seem to lack the motivation needed to
continue in supporting and participating in our chapters. We make
excuses to miss meetings and before you know it we don’t even
remember when or where the meetings are. We sit back and
wonder why the local chapter isn’t doing anything and lose inter-
est. I think all members need to set back and visualize what Bill
Cannon visualized when he first presented this idea of a Profes-
sional Loadmaster Association down in Long Beach, California
back in 1995, “An association for the benefit of all loadmasters
and their families”, simply as that yet so meaningful. Just that
alone is motivation enough for me for my continuing support of
Bill’s vision and the future of our association both locally and
nationally. So what does each of us need to do, first of all, don’t
worry about what the association can do for you but what you can
do for the association. Not an original concept but most definitely
worthy of note. So my challenge to each and every member of the
PLA is get involved, participate, take the lead, plan social events,
follow the lead, do what it takes to keep your local chapter and the
national association active and growing. But the best thing of all
about being a member of the PLA is the camaraderie of
loadmasters and their families that Bill Cannon envisioned as
the foundation of our association.

Mark E. Raymond, Chapter President & West
Coast Vice-President

Parker-Aguillon-Payne continued from page 7

Howdy from the Southwest, It’s that time of year when we
are dodging the hail and tornados, but to date, the Trailblazers
have survived and thrived. We have continued to push forward
with new projects and keep our eyes on the future. First off the
Trailblazer’s are saying good-bye to some loadies heading to
new assignments. MSgt Jeff “ I can’t get my family passports”
Wisley to sunny Yokota AB, Japan to learn a second language in
TALCE. MSgt “Digger” Degroot decided to head to Country Club
Flying at Charleston AFB, and head up a secret society, and finally
TSgt Brian “Step Me to MSgt” Williams, I’m sorry MSgt Williams is
headed to HQ AMC. The Trailblazer’s wish them well and recognize
they will be hard to replace in the chapter. That being said, we
elected a new secretary in TSgt Eric “How do I use spellchecker”
Smith. He assumed the position in May 03.

The Trailblazers continue to receive memorabilia for
Heritage Hall. Heritage Hall is located at the Basic Loadmaster
School (BLM), and encompasses the heritage of a loadmaster
starting from conception. The Hall is guaranteed to be a great
memorial for all loadmasters and a spark needed for new loads
in BLM. We are soliciting Squadron patches from all agencies
and era’s, and will eagerly take any donations (i.e. Slide rule,
helmets, pictures, airdrop components, MAC trophies).

The Trailblazers have started a new mentoring program
directed for the pipeline basic loadmaster students and even
some booms showed. The program named “Operation Mentor”
sends a PLA member up to the dorms bi-monthly to help and
answer any questions the young loadmasters may have. TSgt
Mike Klein was the first to mentor with the loadies and walked out
feeling a sense of accomplishment. He stated that the young
loads where very enthusiastic, and appreciative of the effort of the
PLA in caring for the well being of the new loads.

We have a dry line passing thru the state so I guess it’s
time to sign-off for this quarter, but please keep sending your
loadie stuff to Mike Klein, 1432 Savannah Cr., Altus OK, 73521.
Please e-mail Mike with a heads up at Michael.Klein@altus.af.mil

TSgt. Eric J. Smith, Chapter Secretary

CHAPTER REPORTS

TRAILBLAZER  CHAPTER

NORTHWEST CHAPTER

Greetings to all from the Great Northwest. Things have
been fairly quiet here since our last newsletter. Quiet that is for
those of us who aren’t still flying. To all the men and women both
active and reserve, a huge thank you for your sacrifices. Take
pride in what you are accomplishing because none of us who are
on the sidelines ever flew so many hours or so many miles with
as much cargo as you all have. Many of you are making history on
a daily basis and you’re doing it with great professionalism. Our
hats are off!!  Be safe and Gods Speed.

The Northwest Chapter along with the other enlisted or-
ganizations here are in the process of submitting packages to
rename local base streets. The proposal requests that three
streets be named/renamed after three Congressional Medal of
Honor recipients; that is, Lt Col Joe M. Jackson, A/1C John L.
Levitow and A/1C William H. (Pits) Pitsenbarger. MSgt Bruce
Richey,(Chapter VP) and CMSgt (Ret) Bill Cannon, are represent-
ing the PLA chapter in this most worthwhile effort. We’ll keep you
all posted as progress is made.

On the 26th of May several chapter members gathered at
two local cemeteries to honor our brothers who have passed on.

After flags had been placed on all of the graves the group made
like good Loadmasters and headed off to the nearest restaurant
for some good food and just a little “story-telling”.

We’re getting the final details done for the McChord open
house on the 13th of July as well as finishing up the brainstorming
sessions for our annual picnic on the 20th of September. For
those of you who are looking for a vacation spot, I’ll tell you a
secret, the Northwest in September is absolutely beautiful. Throw
some socks in a bag and come join us. For information e-mail
me at jdnpjwelch@comcast.net.

As I mentioned, things are fairly quiet up here so I’ll sign
off for now.

JD Welch, Chapter President

The Big Country Chapter of the PLA hosted its second
annual gathering of the loads picnic on 17 May 2003 at VFW
Post 6873. The picnic was held at the post pavilion where
members and guests cooked hamburgers and hot dogs.
Several of the ladies brought covered dishes of beans, potato
salad, corn meal salad, and the VFW provided a bar for liquid
refreshments. Everyone had a good time swapping stories and
playing washers. One active duty loadmaster from the 39th TAS
at Dyess was able to attend as most of his contemporaries
were still deployed. It was refreshing to talk to someone on
active duty to hear whats going on with the loads in comparison
with the past. We felt that this years picnic was a real success
and hope that next year it will be even better.

Mike Lutzko, Chapter President

BIG COUNTRYCHAPTER
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February

Charles Meador , C-130/HC-130
John DiPasquale, C-141B

March

Alexander Garrett , C-130E
Robert Wyman, C-17
Justin Snyder, C-130E/H
Karl Eckberg, C-130E C-141B
Kevin Morse, C-130
Michael Rice, C-130E/H C-141B
Michael S. Baechle, C-124 C-130

    April

Thomas Carrion , Life Member, C-5A C-130E
Lance Jordan, Life Member, C-130
Scott Lutman, C-130E/H MC-130E
Kyle Disney, Life Member, C-141B C-17
James McNellis, C-130H2
Marty Davis, C-130
Crystal Campbell, C-130
Franklin D. Ballew, C-130E/H

    May

George Mellema , C-141
John V. Stanford Jr, C-5 C-130
James W. McClain, AC-130 C-130E/H EC-130
Nathan R. Horton, Life Member, C-130E MC-130H
Muriel E. Wright, Life Member, C-124A/C C-141A/B

    June

Robert “Dan” Baker , E-3A C-130E/H
Tom Barnes, C-130E/H/J
Jason T. Buttke, C-130
John T. Spillane, C-130E C-23 MC-130E/H C-130H3
Charles F. Becker, Life Member, C-141B
Sean F. Wong, C-130
Matthew B. Smith, C-130E/H
Chuck C. Prater, C-130A/E/H/H-2/H-3
John (Sonny) Christy, C-119 C-47 C-124
Marshall L. Harmon, C-130E/H
Louis J. Ludwig, C-130E/H
Robert P. Quenzler, C-130
Eric K. Ultes, C-130J
Richard A. “Dick” Lamb, C-119 C-123 C-124 C-130 C-141 C-5
Jeffrey “Scott” Lacen, C-130E, C-5A/B
Larry Barto Jr., C-130

New Members since 2-27-2003 REUNIONS

815th TAS “Flying Jennies” Reunion  on 16 - 18 April
2004 in Biloxi, Mississippi. See our website, http://
www.c130.up.to for details. To get on the roster, contact
Jim Elmer, 2512 Fairway Avenue, North Little Rock, Ar
72116, (501) 771-4106 or jimelmer@swbell.net.”

2nd Aerial Port Squadron Reunion  on September 19th

– 21st, 2003 in Murfreesboro, TN. Staying at GuestHouse
Inn, Ph# (615)896-6030. Make your own reservations by
Sept.2nd. A block of rooms will be held for us until that
date. Room rates will be $45.00 plus tax - single or
double. To get these rates you MUST mention you are
with the 2nd Aerial Port SQ. Reunion. REGISTRATION
FEE: 80.00 per couple $40.00 per single. Send check
to: Clara Vaught, 2399 Old Plank Rd. Newburgh, IN 47630
by September l0th. If further information is needed, please
contact Clara Vaught at Ph # (812)853-5679

the largest C-130 base in the world, its planes and airmen have been in high demand since Sept. 11, 2001, flying troops and supplies
in and out of Southwest Asia.

I was there when the Berlin Wall tumbled and the Iron Curtain fell. I was there when new democracies rose and rung that
freedom bell. I was there when missiles flew and turned Iraqi sand to glass I’m so sorry, baby; you grew up way too fast. Spillane
closes his eyes as he sings his lyrics on a video playing on the TV in his family room. Olley plays along on the guitar, seldom looking
up from the strings. Sydney, Spillane’s 4-year-old daughter, sits in a lounge chair just her size and bobs her head to the rhythm,
watching a visitor’s reaction to her daddy’s deep voice. “I cried the first 10 times I heard it,” said Tanya Spillane. “She did too. Now we
watch it every day.” Before he left, Spillane sat down with Sydney and pointed on the globe where he was headed. He explained his job

Families continued from page 8

Continued on page 15
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  Your Executive Committee:
 As of July 1, 2003

President  (elect) J.P. Salisbury Home   (609)893-0363 JPandBarb@comcast.net
Cell (609)346-4404

Vice President (East) Bob Morris (843) 863-0290 bobngail55@comcast.net
Vice President (West) Mark Raymond (707) 428-3212 Mark.Raymond@na.boeing.com
Vice President (Cent) Doug McCuddin (618) 667-4776 Douglas.McCuddin@scott.af.mil
Secretary Rob Flori (253) 864-7337 Vetter8191@msn.com
Treasurer Chris Dockery (253) 435-9034 dockeryc@hotmail.com
Business Affairs V acant
Public Relations Mike  Welch (310) 318-9031 Michael.m.welch@boeing.com
Loader Editor Frank Murphy (732) 928-5422 FrankM@loadmasters.com

President Emeritus Bill Cannon (253) 531-9259 BCLOADER@aol.com

“The Loader” is available by e-mail. Contact: frankm@loadmasters.com

$cholarship Information

Timeline for $cholarships

The PLA offers three scholarships, two scholarships academic for college entry, and the third scholarship for vocational/technical
school after high school graduation. Each will be for $500.00, no further follow up will be awarded. Candidates for selection process
must be PLA members in good standing (Loadmasters) and their family members. Scholarships are limited to one per family. One
scholarship will be named permanently after John L. Levitow. The two remaining scholarships shall be named after a deceased
loadmaster with a different deceased loadmaster each year. If exceptional circumstances should arrive, the Executive Committee will
handle them. Applications may be applied for through Jim Engelker at engelker@kci.net.

Selection of names to be honored for upcoming scholarships shall be provided by
December of the year before scholarship announcement. Submission of application to
the selection committee shall be no later than March of the year before scholarship
announcement. Announcement of the scholarship award to the individual participant
shall be no later than the middle of May of the year before scholarship announcement.
Announcement of scholarships awarded shall be published each year in the July issue
of The Loader newsletter. Remember our scholarship fund will be used to support three
$500.00 scholarships a year to PLA members and their family members.

Jim Engelker
10925 Cnty Rd 29
Ovid, CO 80744
E-Mail:  engelker@kci.net

Scholarship Manager

Donations can be made to our PLA Headquarters:
P.O. Box 4351 Tacoma, WA 98438

Write “Scholarship Fund on checks”, remember every little bit counts toward keeping this program ongoing.

CONGRATULATIONS  TO THE PLA SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS FOR 2003
THE JOHN L. LEVITOW COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED TO ZACH CARTER, GOING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

THE SMSGT DONALD L. BARNETT VOCATIONAL  SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED TO RICH DELUCIA, GOING INTO COMPUTER

INFORMATION



In Memoriam
The Professional Loadmaster Association offers condolences to the families and friends of the following Loadmasters whose
death has been reported to our association. PLA members names are underlined.
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Robert Johnson of Huntertown Indiana, passed away on 25
January 2003.  He was a lifetime PLA member. He joined
the Army Air Corps in 1943, and retired from the US Air Force
Reserves in 1985 with a rank of Senior Master Sergeant
after 42 years of service to his country. SMSgt Johnson flew
as a radio operator or loadmaster on various aircraft includ-
ing the C-119, AC-119, KC-97 and C-130. His decorations
included the Distinguished Flying Cross, awarded for action
in Southeast Asia while flying on an AC-119 Gunship as a
member of the 71st Special Operations Squadron.

Richard V aught passed away on 24 February 2003.  He
succumbed to heart problems with which he’d suffered for
the past few years. His loadmaster career extended back to
the days of C-119s.  From 1993 through last year, he, and
wife Clara, were the initiators and main organizers of the
annual reunions for 2nd Aerial Port’s Loadmasters and Com-
bat Controllers.

Dallas Carr, Retired SMSgt, died suddenly Monday, May 19,
2003, at his home in Fairfield, CA. Enlisting in the U.S. Air
Force at just 17 years of age, Dallas served his country for
24 years. His duties began as an Air Force photographer
then was trained in search and rescue missions.  Dallas
crossed trained into the loadmaster field and retired as a
loadmaster. Dallas participated in historical events such as
the Berlin Airlift following World War II and the Congo Crisis
of the 1960s. He served multiple tours of duty in Vietnam
during which time he was instrumental in the rescue of six
fellow soldiers from certain capture by enemy forces. For
this bravery he was decorated with the Distinguished Flying
Cross.  After retiring from the Air Force, Dallas continued to
serve his country while working at Mare Island Naval Ship-
yard until 1990, whereupon he retired permanently.

Leroy M. Williams passed away on June 1, 2003. He en-
tered the Air Force in 1950 and retired as a MSgt in 1977,
with most of the time spent as a loadmaster in C119, C123,

Memorial Bricks honoring Robert Johnson, Richard Vaught, Dallas Carr, and
Sam Hanna will be placed in McChord’s Memorial Grove by the PLA

C130 and C141s. He leaves behind his wife of 51 years
,Emily ,a n d three sons and two daughters: Pastor Larry
Williams (Darlene), Greg Williams, Debby Walker (James),
Cindy Warnke (Dick) and Bill Williams. He also leaves be-
hind 13 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren whom
he dearly loved.

Samuel (Sam) Hanna , 77, of New Baden, IL died
Sunday,June 8, 2003 in Summerfield, IL. He was born Sep-
tember 22, 1925 in New Kensington, PA son of Slaman &
Helen (Abbot) Hanna. He married Mary Louise Toney on
December 21, 1950 in New Castle, PA and she survives in
New Baden, IL. Also surviving are one son, Samuel (Kelli)
Hanna; three daughters, Cheryl Westfall, Carole Carney and
BreAnne Clemens; three sisters; nine grandchildren, two
step grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his parents, two brothers and seven
sisters. He was a member of St. Martin of Tours Lutheran
Church, Mascoutah, IL and Professional Loadmaster As-
sociation. He was a retired Chief Master Sergeant in United
States Air Force and a United States Air Force Veteran of
W.W.II, Korean Conflict and Viet Nam. Sam was a totally
dedicated person with one goal in life, to make the
loadmaster career field a productive, professional and wor-
thy profession. He spent many years at Dover AFB DE, MATS/
EASTAF (McGuire AFB) and HQ MATS (Scott AFB) striving for
simplification of cargo movement, 463L system interface
and missile airlift as a routine operation.Funeral Services
were held at 10 a.m.,Tuesday, June 10, 2003 at St. Martin of
Tours Church with Rev. Jim Clark officiating. Burial was in
Greenmount Cemetery, New Baden, IL. Friends called from
9 a.m. until time of service on Tuesday at the church.  Me-
morials may be made to the donor’s choice.

in the terms of school-yard politics, telling his daughter that he was helping to fight bullies. “I told her that Daddy and a bunch of his
friends have some stuff to take care of to make the world a better place,” Spillane said in a phone interview from the Arabian Peninsula
last week. “My daddy said he’s going over there to make the bad men nice,” Sydney said a few days later. Each night, before she goes
to bed, Sydney watches her dad read her a bedtime story on a videotape made just days before his C-130 left Arkansas. “I made the
tape so she doesn’t forget what he looks like or what he sounds like when he’s reading her to sleep,” Tanya Spillane said. After
Sydney’s asleep, her mom goes to work writing a letter on pretty colored paper, sealing it with a heart sticker and hiding it for her to
find. It’s signed, “Love, Daddy.” Sydney never questions where it comes from. It makes sense to her, because her daddy is magic and
can make anything happen. She ran to her room to get one of them and came back with a carefully folded piece of blue paper. Before
handing it over, she made sure everyone knows its importance. “These are my love letters.”

Tanya Spillane knows how difficult not hearing anything can be. She went five weeks without hearing from her husband. He
was finally able to ring home last week. The conversation, as always, was too short - the military limits them to 15 minutes. As she
spoke, she played with a gold C-130 charm that hangs around her neck. She doesn’t call it a good luck charm, but she puts it on the
day her husband deploys and doesn’t take it off until he’s home safe. Lately it’s gotten a lot of use. “When he left this last time, I kept
honking the horn to pull him back to the car as he walked to the squad room,” Tanya Spillane said. “I don’t know why this time was
different, but I couldn’t stand seeing him walk away.”

Families continued from page 11
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Professional Loadmaster Association Registration Card/Personal Data Change
(Please Print)

NAME______________________________________________________DATE________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________
CITY___________________________________________STATE_________ZIP_______________
PHONE:   WORK________________HOME_______________E-Mail________________________
COMPANY/BASE/UNIT________________________JOB TITLE____________________________
AIRCRAFT FLOWN__________________SPONSORED BY (optional)_________________________
ACTIVE____RETIRED_____RESERVE____ANG____OTHER (please  specify)_________________

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP:  ONE YEAR - $15.00, THREE YEARS - $35.00, LIFETIME - $150.00
Please enclose Check or Money Order.  Send to:

PROFESSIONAL LOADMASTER ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 4351

Tacoma, WA 98438
1-800-239-4524

You should receive your welcome pack in 2-3 weeks.  Thank you for your membership and Welcome to your organization

Web Address  HYPERLINK: http://www.Loadmasters.com /
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Remembering John L. Levitow


