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UK Chagos Support Association (UKChSA)

Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 22nd September 2018

Minutes – Annual General Meeting 2018
Attendees: Tom Guha, Stefan Donnelly, Patrick Allan, Rashida Simpson, Peri Batliwala, Alex Finch, Bashir Khan, Jeanette Valentin, Bernadette Dugasse
Introductions and welcome
Committee re-elections
Committee will remain as is and are the following:

Tom Guha

Stefan Donnelly

Peri Batliwala

Rashida Simpson

Kinnari Bhatt

Karishma Bokalee will join as a Trustee

The definition of UKChSA as a body is described as an incorporated association.

Chairs statement
 Tom gave the Chair’s Statement:

· UKChSA has focused efforts more on the immigration status in the community.

· In January 2018 the British Indian Ocean Territory Citizenship Bill was presented by Henry Smith in parliament.

· The £40 million has not been handled well

· There is concern that the Home Office has not taken notice of advice

· Crawley Borough Council have removed themselves from analysis, as UKChSA predicted

· The right to return has not been forgotten

· The result of the current Mauritius vs United Kingdom case at the ICJ should not go against the right to return

· We have contributed well to a successful hardship fund

· The Foreign Secretary should meet with the Chagossian community to grant the right to return

· Thanks to all who have taken their time to volunteer with the group

Treasurers’ statement
Peri presented the treasurers report. Key figures are as below:

· Last year’s balance 2017: 2,414.94

· At 31st Aug 2018: 2070.42

· Income last year £4515.44 compared to £9008.34 at 31.8.18

· Expenditure last year £5048.75 compared to £9352.83 at 31.8.18

What is notable is that as the expenditure has gone up, the income has doubled.

Merchandising ideas:

· Art competition for Chagossian children for the creation of Christmas cards

· The prize being a tour of parliament form Henry Smith

Peri has invited advice on changing banks if needed to one that has lower charges and with a better reputation.

Stefan noted that charitable status lowers the tax of PayPal however Peri asked whether a charity can be run by volunteers.

Tom asked whether the money in the account has experienced a steady growth and if we can expect to see more growth. Peri answered that if we continue to campaign and raise awareness as we have done this year - then yes.

Actions: Rashida to look into kick starting the merchandise for Christmas
Q&A and review of previous year/plans for next year
Peri asked about the Trafalgar Square occupation, did they manage to raise money and/or awareness?

Stefan: The purpose was more about media coverage and covering transport costs.

· It was agreed that if there is another campaign drive, the occupation will need to ensure that it is sending the right message across. It was noted that the gallery was impressive.

· It was also noted that whilst certain groups had not attended the protest, news about the protest had travelled far - Bashir had heard from Mauritians about it taking place.

Peri asked Bernadette how the Seychellois Chagossiasn feel about the UKChSA?

Bernadette said that there have been problems claiming for funerals in the community. They were told that a member of the community, did not have a funeral paid for and that two more funerals have been refused. Bernadette said that Chagossians have expected to get funeral costs of £500.

It transpired that there are members of the community who are attempting to claim money through third parties and it needs to be clearer how the donations are approved. It was thought that perhaps to email directly to apply for donations would be easier than using the website form.

Actions: Peri is happy to send a template if requested.
· Stefan added that we can add committee names to the template to ensure the requester knows who is making the final decisions
Jeanette mentioned that there are two different websites. Patrick noted that if you Google “UK Chagos email” an archived version of the website appears at the top of the search list.

Actions: Stefan to remove or hide archive pages
As there are questions and misunderstandings around the role of UKChSA within the Chagossian community the UKChSA could go to Crawley to do a meeting.

Actions: Peri proposed a meet and greet with the Crawley community to build good will and allay suspicion. On the weekend in October/November or a pre-Christmas meal
It was noted that Air Mauritius could contribute to flights to Mauritius/Seychelles for funerals of Chagossian people. Bashir may have contacts there.

Actions: Bashir to look at his contacts at Air Mauritius and enquire further
Jeanette would like help with dealing with journalists such as The Sun and The Guardian. She spoke to The Sun last week. There are two MPs that want to meet with Jeanette.

Actions: Jeanette to text the numbers of journalists to Tom.
Actions: UKChSA to meet with Ian Stewart MP and Mark Lancaster MP - possibly also Steve Reed MP.
Seychellois Chagossians have difficulty accessing their birth certificates. The book containing these is in the Seychelles with certified versions in Mauritius. It is impossible to access the birth certificates in the Seychelles – you have to go to Mauritius to access a copy. There is a Representative of the BIOT in the foreign command that could help with this, however it was noted that they keep changing. As this could feed into the citizenship bill, Tom will ask if it is possible to schedule a debate on the citizenship of the Chagossians.

Actions: Bernadette to call and ask for a list of names of people that have difficulties with their birth certificates.
Actions: Bashir said that he will check with Richard Gifford, who may know something.
Actions: Alex mentioned that it would be a good idea to go to the national archives at Kew who can tell you what archives and registries they have. Bashir is a user of the national archives and can ask, however it will be difficult to complete without a reference number.
Actions: UKChSA can garner attention from political figures and journalists to this story.
There is a problem with fighting for the ownership of the Chagos islands – where conversations are taking place between the United Kingdom, Mauritius and the Seychelles Governments. More importantly, the right to sovereignty does not include the Chagossian people

Actions: Patrick to write an article covering the above using concrete evidence.
Actions: Alex to produce a top-line summary for Chagossians on the current legal situation around citizenship
Peri asked what is the Seychellois position on £40m package?

From Bernadette’s view, the Seychellois are against the visits. It has already been two years and they have had meeting after meeting with Paul Smith. She said that they are not going to get a penny from the visit. They have to bid, and they don’t know how to bid.

Tom replied that the bidding process has not yet been set up.

There is general belief in the community that the money has been mishandled. Bernadette said, the first time she met Paul Smith she asked what bank the money is in. Paul Smith replied that the money is invisible, but changed his mind that there is money around. Bernadette would like to know where it is and if there is interest on it.

Stefan asked if Bernadette and Jeanettte are able to bid on the £40million what would they like to have?

Both Bernadette and Jeanette were in agreement that they want houses and better access to health. 

They said that they have brought this up in previous meetings with government. Paul Smith said that Chagossians already have the NHS, however Chagossians believe that their access to health is not free as they have to pay for prescriptions. Jeanette and Bernadette said that immigration is not on the table with the government and for now only they only have visits to the islands.

Patrick said that we need to find out who owns .io and insist that the money is given to the Chagossians.

Actions: Peri to look and see if the .io donations have been paid into the PayPal account
As mentioned in the last Annual General Meeting, it may be a good idea to create a WhatsApp group for UKChSA and Chagossians. Although there may be difficulties do to ensure inclusion of all Chagossians it could be a useful tool to spread information across the community.

Actions: Tom to set up WhatsApp group
Conclusions and any other business
Tom ran through actions and next steps and thanked everyone for their attendance.
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