
“Jesus in Jerusalem” / Matthew 21:1-17 

Summary and Goal 

Matthew 21 contains three scenes that occurred on the day Jesus entered Jerusalem during the 
week prior to His crucifixion. Jesus’ entry into the city was welcomed with great fanfare, even though 
He approached in humility while sitting on a donkey. He cleansed the temple of those there to take 
advantage of the worshipers. And as the true Son of David, He permitted and welcomed the praise of 
children. In these events, Jesus fulfilled Old Testament expectations and longings for the Messiah, 
who would redeem His people, restore true worship, and receive all praise.  

INTRODUCTION 

1. Locations often have cultural significance 

a. If I mention Pearl Harbor, we all think about the same military attack.  

b. The name Chernobyl makes us all think about a nuclear meltdown.  

c. What do you think of when I say Gotham? 

d. Each of these locations has importance in our collective narrative.  

2. If you were an ancient Jew, the location of supreme significance would be Jerusalem.  

a. Here’s what the Sons of Korah said about Jerusalem: 

Psalm 48:1–3 
[1] Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised in the city of our God! His holy mountain, [2] 
beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in the far north, the city of the 
great King. [3] Within her citadels God has made himself known as a fortress. (ESV) 

b. In every respect, Jerusalem is in center of Israel’s religious life.  

c. Even more - it’s the center of their messianic hope. They knew that when God comes, 
he’s coming to Jerusalem! 

3. The arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem, and all the events that take place this last week of his life, 
are very important.  

4. Today, our lesson takes us through the first three things that happen, and we examine them 
from Matthew 21. 
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a. Jesus came into the city, riding on a colt,  and was greeted in a way that mimics how 
you would greet a king.  

b. He went straight toward the Temple, and he chased off the money changers, teaching 
us about true worship.  

c. While he was in the temple, those needing healing came up to him.  

i. Children also came to him and worshiped him.  

ii. The religious leaders were furious about all of this.  

5. For us, all of this is part of God’s demonstration that Jesus is the true king, he is the Messiah 
who has come to save us, and he is worthy of our worship and devotion.  

6. First, we look at his arrival, and we learn in Principle One that... 

OUTLINE 

Principle One: Jesus is the Savior who comes to redeem His people. (Matthew 21:1-11) 

1 Now when they [Jesus and the Disciples] drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to 
the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in 
front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and 
he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on 
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the 
colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks 
on the road,  

[Pause: In our culture, laying your coat on the road for someone to walk is is a sign of being 
gentlemanly. Men would do that for ladies if they had to cross a puddle. In Israel's culture, the 
spreading of cloaks was a symbol of submission.] 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  

[Pause - Waving palm branches, or spreading them on the road was a symbol of victory or 
nationalism. You would do this at a coronation, after a successful military campaign, or when the 
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Panthers beat the Cowboys on Sunday. Isreal didn’t have a lot of cause for celebration, but the 
people saw this as one of those occasions.] 

9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! [What does Hosanna mean? O Save] Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And when he entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This 
is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

1. Jesus has now come to Jerusalem, where the great drama of redemption will be enacted. 

a. As he rides an animal into town, in becomes an impromptu parade! 

b. The crowds are lining the streets to see him and to celebrate his arrival.  

c. They are shouting and calling for him to bring salvation.  

2. This entry into Jerusalem is significant for three reasons. 

a. First, It fulfills biblical prophecy (vv. 4–5) 

i. Matthew cites Zechariah 9:9:  

Zechariah 9:9 
[9] Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your 
king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (ESV) 

1. In Zechariah, the setting is in the context of judgement on the enemies of 
Israel and God’s promise to build up and save his people.  

2. The messianic King will appear. 

3. And in Zechariah 9:10, his kingdom will ultimately stretch ‘from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth’ 

ii. By quoting the prophecy, Matthew points out the kingly aspect of God’s 
redemptive purpose.  

1. The prophet gives a sweeping vision, which takes in the whole of history.  

2. The final relief from oppression will come later, but the prophecy takes a 
step forward.  
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3. Jesus is that king. He’s dealing with sin in this arrival, and he’ll deal with 
deliverance from pain, sorrow and oppression at his next arrival. 

iii. I also want you to make note of what the crowd said: 

1. “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord!” 

2. Jesus said the exact same thing about himself later in Matthew 23:39. 

Matthew 23:39 
[39] For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’” (ESV) 

3. That phrase is a citation of Psalm 118:26 in which the Lord is bringing 
deliverance to his people.  

iv. This entire scene: 

1. Jesus on the colt, 

2. Entering the holy city into which the Messiah must come,  

3. And being celebrated and cheered by the people with the Old Testament 
language of the Messiah -  

4. It demonstrates that Jesus is fulfilling the prophecy of the Messiah.  

v. The second significance of this entry is... 

b. It shows Jesus’ humble obedience.  

i. Zechariah promised that the King’s appearance would be humble. 

1. Matthew cites the full verse, including this note of humility.  

2. By the way, in Matthew 11:29, when Jesus tell us to take his yoke upon us 
and learn from him, he uses this same word when he said “for I am gentle 
and lowly of heart.” 

ii. It is not merely riding on a donkey that makes Jesus humble.  

1. Clearly a stallion would be less humble, so the donkey is part of it. 

2. His very appearance in the world was a step of humility. 
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a. After coming, he kept taking steps of humility, descending all the 
more into a situation of self-impoverishment and humility.  

b. To use Paul’s language, Jesus ‘made himself nothing … he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death’ (Phil. 
2:7–8).  

3. Nothing is more noteworthy than this: that the Jesus of all glory becomes 
the servant of no repute. 

iii. All of this is humility is in the service of obedience to the will and plan of the 
Father.  

iv. Prophecy is being fulfilled… 
Jesus is living in humble obedience… 
And third -  

c. It highlights Jesus as both King and Prophet (vv. 8–11) 

i. The crowds welcome Jesus in ways that befit a king.  

ii. But when asked “Who is this?” there answer a bit different, isn’t it? 

1. They say: ‘This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.’  

2. It’s possible they are saying more than they realize; but what they are 
saying is the truth.  

3. Jesus had been commissioned by God to declare the kingdom of heaven 
as a prophet. 

4. AND - Jesus had been commissioned by God to to inaugurate it as a king. 

iii. By riding into the city in this way, Jesus is performing a kingly and a prophetic 
act. 

1. Lets not miss that this is a very purposeful approach of Jesus to 
Jerusalem.  

2. The crowds may expect that Jesus’ aim is to overthrow Roman domination 
of Palestine. 

3. Matthew wants us to realize that there is a spiritual, rather than a political, 
significance to all of this. 
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iv. Jesus’ immediate purpose is to come into Jerusalem and die on a cross.  

1. But he makes it clear that his vision is long term and stretches out across 
history.  

2. We as his followers read of his death and resurrection, and it motivates is 
to shine the light of his sovereign purpose in the world.  

d. Upon entering the city, Jesus heads to the Temple and it there that we see the next 
event, and learn... 

Principle Two: Jesus is the Savior who comes to restore true worship. (Matthew 

21:12-13) 

12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 13 He 
said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den 
of robbers.”  

1. Here’s a picture of Jesus that people don’t often picture.  

a. The temple was defiled by the “religious business” of it’s leaders.  

b. They turned the court of the Gentiles into a place where foreign Jews could exchange 
money and purchase sacrifices.  

i. This had begun as a service and convenience for visitors from other lands. 

ii. It made it possible for people to participate without having to bring what was 
needed as they traveled.  

c. Over time, it turned into a lucrative business.  

i. The dealers charged exorbitant prices. 

ii.  No one could compete with them or oppose them.  

iii. Josephus said that the former high priest Annas, if you can believe it, was the 
manager of this enterprise, assisted by his sons. 

d. The purpose of the court of the Gentiles in the temple was to give the “outcasts” an 
opportunity to enter the area and learn from Israel about the true God.  

i. What was designed as a missionary outreach 
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ii. Now, it’s something completely different.  

1. This isn’t a passage telling us that having a bookstore in our lobby is a sin.  

2. It’s a passage that warns us against the polluted practice of our religion.  

e. The language that Jesus used was significant! 

i. When Jesus called the temple “My house,” He was affirming that He is God.  

ii. When He called it “My house of prayer,” He was quoting Isaiah 56:7, a section of 
Isaiah which denounces the unfaithful leaders of Israel.  

iii. The phrase “den of robbers” comes from Jeremiah 7:11 and is part of a long 
sermon that Jeremiah delivered in the gate of the temple, rebuking the people for 
the same sins that Jesus saw and judged in His day. 

1. “A den of thieves” is the place where thieves plot and hide is called a den. 

2. The religious leaders were using the temple and the Jewish religion to 
cover up their sins. 

3. Consider Jeremiah 12: 

Jeremiah 7:9–11 
[9] Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after 
other gods that you have not known, [10] and then come and stand before me in this house, 
which is called by my name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’—only to go on doing all these 
abominations? [11] Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in 
your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD. (ESV) 

iv. Isn’t this pollution of true religion still happening! 

v. Men who pursue pornograpgy and drunkeness and immorality and fail to lead 
their families - and then come gather for worship on Sunday.  

f. One of the things that Jesus came to do was to tear down and eliminate all man-made 
forms of worship, and to restore true worship.  

2. There’s something else happening as well.  

a. Jesus is bringing about the end of the entiere sacrificial system. 

b. God is about to bring judgement down on this Temple.  
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i. As Jesus died, the veil is torn and the holy-of-holies is exposed.  

ii. He is not simply trying to reform the Temple practices - he’s tearing them down.  

c. He is about to become the sacrifice that ends all sacrifices.  

3. This scene from the Temple teaches us that Jesus requires and restores and even makes 
possible - true worship.  

Principle Three: Jesus is the Savior who comes to receive all praise. (Matthew 

21:14-17) 

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the 
chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out 
in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 16 and they said to him, 
“Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, 

“ ‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” 

17 And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there. 

1. Throughout the ministry of Jesus, we see him performing healing miracles, so this isn’t new.  

a. It’s appropriate for Jesus to fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah 35 by healing the blind and the 
lame in his place of worship. 

b. It’s even more significant when it comes in contrast to the system Christ has just 
condemned.  

i. Jesus illustrates the priority of mercy over sacrifice.  

ii. He also rejects the laws that seem to have prevented such ritually impure people 
from being in the temple. 

2. What’s different here from in the past is that Jesus used to tell people to subdue their worship 
of him because his time had not yet come, whereas now, he is the glad recipient of praise.  

3. The Jewish leaders know exactly what is happening.  

a. They saw the triumphal entry.  

b. They heard the messianic praise of the crowd. 

c. They watched Jesus’ authoritative cleansing of the temple and his pronouncement of 
judgment, and they now see him doing these miracles.  
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d. To top is all off, the children are praising Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of David.  

4. Everything about this screams of the arrival of Messiah, and they know that - they just don’t 
believe that this is the true Messiah.  

a. It was too much for them.  

b. They became indignant. 

5. They ask Jesus if he hears the children, and in asking the question, pointing what they believe 
to be the children’s “error.” 

a. The expectation is that Jesus would be horrified at what these children are doing.  

b. Surely he would command the children to stop.  

c. Any Jewish teacher would be horrified to be proclaimed “Son of David” because for 
anyone other than the Messiah to accept such acclaim was equivalent to blasphemy. 

6. But Jesus saw no problems with the children’s praise.  

a. When his attention was drawn to it, he affirmed its appropriateness and he supported it 
with a quote from Psalm 8:2.  

b. Jesus used the children’s praise to show how obvious it should have been that he was 
the Son of David. 

7. Jesus came to receive our praise, and our praise is what we owe him! 

a. In thinking about Jesus, Charles Spurgeon said this: 

b. “Jesus! It’s the name which moves the harps of heaven to melody. Jesus! The life of all 
our joys. If there be one name more charming, more precious than another, it is this 
name. It is woven into the very warp and woof of our psalmody. Many of our hymns 
begin with it, and scarcely any, that are good for anything, end without it. It is the sum 
total of all delights. It is the music with which the bells of heaven ring; a song in a word; 
an ocean for comprehension, although a drop for brevity; a matchless oratorio in two 
syllables; a gathering up of the hallelujahs of eternity in five letters.” 

IMPLICATIONS: 

1. His entry into Jerusalem for this final week of his life is not a haphazard set of random events. 
These events were designed by God to reveal these three principles: 

a. Jesus is the Savior who comes to redeem His people 
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b. Jesus is the Savior who comes to restore true worship 

c. Jesus is the Savior who comes to receive all praise 

2. Let’s end in Romans 12 because Paul, in one verse, summarizes our response to all of this. 

Romans 12:1 
[1] I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. (ESV) 

a. Men: 

b. Being a living sacrifice means we are to worship God with all of our being.  

i. In this sense, worship is not something we do for one hour a week when the 
church is gathered. 

ii. Worship includes how we live our lives scattered in the community throughout 
the week.  

c. In response to the cry Hosanna - Save Us! 

i. Jesus said, OK! I will! 

1. I have come to redeem you. 

2. I have come to restore true worship and make it possible for you to 
worship God rightly.  

3. I’ve come to be the recipient of your praise. 

d. Living our lives as worshipers means that we live a life that revolves around bringing 
glory to God in a world where most people live to bring glory to themselves.  
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