
 
 

Professional Development & Training Sessions 

Sunday, April 22, 2018 

Wilderness First Aid (16 hour) 

This course will be a HYBRID course that consists of 8 hours of online training to be 
completed prior to the conference and 8 hours of hands-on skills and testing at the 
conference, including a two-hour wilderness simulation scenario. Topics addressed will 
include patient assessment and care, legal issues, wilderness triage, disease transmission 
and management, bleeding, wounds, burns and other trauma, sprains, strains, and 
fractures, common medical problems, environmental emergencies, bites, stings and more!  

Instructor: Russell Crispell, Director of Outdoor Pursuits, University of Buffalo 

This training session has a fee of $150.00 
 
 

Monday, April 23, 2018 
 

First Aid/CPR/AED (4 hour) 

This course is the American Heart Associations’ Heartsaver First Aid / CPR / AED 
certification.  Heartsaver courses are designed for anyone with little or no medical training 
who needs a course completion card for job, regulatory (e.g., OSHA), or other 
requirements. These courses can also be taken by anyone who wants to be prepared for 
an emergency in any setting. Participants will receive a course completion card that is valid 
for 2 years.  

Instructor: Russell Crispell, Director of Outdoor Pursuits, University of Buffalo 

This training session has a fee of $50.00 
 
SCORP University 

Co-hosted by the Society of Outdoor Recreation Professionals and National Park Service, 
the 2018 SCORP University explores options and approaches for improving and enhancing 
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plans (SCORP). Learn how to make the 
most of available resources to craft a SCORP that strongly supports outdoor recreation in 
your state. This session will highlight new and innovative approaches being employed 
around the country and will bring together SCORP and recreation planners with other 
interested parties and associated professionals to discuss common challenges, obstacles, 
and ways to adapt to make the SCORP planning process and resulting plan successful. It 
will also provide a key networking opportunity for SCORP planners to connect with one 
another, as well as with National Park Service program managers. 

Organizers and Presenters: 

 Maren Murphy, At-Large Board Member, SORP 
 Martha Droge, LWCF Program Officer, National Park Service  



 

 
Planning and Managing Commercial Visitor Services on Public Lands 

This professional development training session will present best management practices in 
the planning, contracting, and managing of third-party operators of hospitality and 
recreation contracts on public lands.  The course will explore how to conceptualize and 
evaluate market and demand support for prospective hospitality and recreational facilities 
and services.  It will include tools, methods and approaches to underwrite a business 
opportunity from a financial and investment perspective to ensure it is financially viable 
and will generate bidder interest.  The course will share approaches for developing and 
assembling a business opportunity and associated documents necessary to solicit 
competitive interest in a visitor service opportunity.  The course will outline the necessary 
tools and processes to actively manage a business contract and the rationale for why it is 
important. The course will include a panel of third party operators of hospitality and 
recreation contracts on public lands.  

Presenters: 

 Geoff Baekey, Managing Director, CHM Government Services 
 Carey Stavrevski, Vice President, CHM Government Services 
 Concessioner Panel Members, TBD 

 
Focus on Outdoor Recreation Research 

One of the Society of Outdoor Recreation Professionals’ key tenets is to support and 
nurture the next generation of outdoor recreation professionals. This year, SORP is helping 
nurture the next generation by hosting a focused session on academic and other scholarly 
outdoor recreation research. This curated session will highlight innovative research 
design, implementation, results, and practical implications to the current and future 
planning and management of outdoor recreation resources. 

Curators: 

 Jordan Smith, Assistant Professor, Utah State University 
 Mike Bradley, Associate Professor, Eastern Kentucky University 

Vermont Outdoor Recreation Economic Collaborative Listening Session 

In Vermont, a healthy outdoor recreation economy directly supports related businesses 
and organizations. Moreover, it also contributes to numerous other aspects of the 
Vermont economy and culture, including the encouragement of healthy communities and 
individuals, enhancement of the Vermont lifestyle and the Vermont brand, increased 
connection to nature and attraction of high quality employers and a sustainable workforce 
in all economic sectors. The Vermont Outdoor Recreation Economic Collaborative (VOREC) 
steering committee is made up of Vermont businesses and non-profits including outdoor 
manufacturers, retailers, brand representatives, trail and user groups and conservation 
organizations, as well as state government. The VOREC steering committee’s purpose is to 
engage with businesses, government, the nonprofit sector and the public to identify 
specific outcomes that promote business opportunities, increase participation 
opportunities, and strengthen the quality and stewardship of Vermont’s recreational 
resources. The VOREC will hold a public listening session in conjunction with the 2018 
National Outdoor Recreation Conference. This session is open to conference participants 
who are encouraged to attend and learn more about the VOREC. 



 

Presenters: TBD 


