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Bruce Burdett (mailto:bburdett@eastbaynewspapers.com)
A small number of pigs may summer at the Herb Had eld Conservation Area and perhaps
sheep and chickens at the Headwaters property in north Westport.
These are a couple of the low impact agricultural possibilities that the Westport Land
Conservation Trust is considering for a couple of its properties, said Ryan Mann, the trust’s
director.
They’ll be described in more detail when the trust hosts back-to-back agricultural events
on Saturday, Jan. 23, at the Westport Grange, 931 Main Road.
First, the trust will bring back its Meet Your Local Farmer program from 1 to 3 p.m.
“It was a big success last year — around 150 people came,” Mr. Mann said. “It’s a chance to
meet local farmers and learn about their plans for the coming year.” Some of the farmers
may bring a sampling of their products for sale.
Then, starting at 3 p.m., the trust will host a discussion of plans for the possible lease of
portions of two of its properties.
At the Herb Had eld property, the trust has discussed leasing part of the “upland
meadow” area that it cleared last year to farmer Carter Wilkie.
Mr. Wilkie hopes to use about an acre and a half of the southern part of that ‘meadow’ for
“eight to 12 heritage breed pigs,” from Memorial Day to Labor Day, Mr. Mann said.
The pigs would be fenced in with a solar-powered electric fence and have a small shelter.
While there, the trust hopes the pigs will help enrich the soil by rooting about the stumps,
roots and rocks and with their waste.
“They do this in Ireland and England — it’s how their elds become so green, lush and
meadow-like.”
At the Headlands property, the trust is exploring a lease with farmer Scott Peets “to
reclaim about 10 acres of former pasture that has become overgrown.
Mr. Mann said that Mr. Peets, a veteran of the war in Afghanistan, envisions bringing in
egg-laying hens, sheep, small fruit trees and mushrooms.
Neither operation, Mr. Mann said, would infringe on trails on the two properties.
He said that, while the trust’s board supports the ideas, it also wants to inform neighbors
and to provide an opportunity to learn of any concerns or ideas in advance. To that end,
letters were sent to 120 neighbors o ering a brief description of the proposals and an
invitation to the Jan. 23 activities.
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The public is welcome to the free events.
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A lifelong Portsmouth resident, Jim graduated from Portsmouth High School in 1982 and earned a
journalism degree from the University of Rhode Island in 1986. He's worked two di erent stints at East Bay
Newspapers, for a total of 18 years with the company so far. When not running all over town bringing you
the news from Portsmouth, Jim listens to lots and lots and lots of music, watches obscure silent lms from
the '20s and usually has three books going at once. He also loves to cook crazy New Orleans dishes for his
wife of 25 years, Michelle, and their two sons, Jake and Max.
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