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EAGLES CHAMPS AGAIN! 
A huge congratulations to Coach Turner, Coach Wilson, 
Mr. Barbee, and the entire Boys Basketball team for 
their repeat performance on bringing the Championship 
trophy home to Focus!  
 
The Focus Boys basketball team exhibited a true team 
effort in a thrilling overtime victory against rivals AUS 
with a final score of 66-63!  The championship game 
was played Sunday, March 13, 2016 in Bexley. 
 
Teamwork makes the dream work! Go Eagles! 

OHIO SINGS GOSPEL YOUNG MOTHERS WORKSHOP 

Roughly 30-people were in attendance, many of 
whom had their first encounter with Focus and 
the school. The event marked the beginning of a 
working relationship between Focus, CSCC, and 
Jamco – a music development company owned 
by Mrs. Emma Easton – director of the CSCC 
music education department.  

March 21st was the WHEP Mom Workshop at Focus 
West! Attendees learned about healthy pregnancy 
weight gain, healthy ways to lose weight after birth, 
and the importance of healthy eating and exercising. 
They also learned about SIDS and ways to reduce its 
risks.  
 
Ms. Renatta Peterson shared her personal story of 
being a teenage mom and the challenges she 
overcame to become the successful mom and career 
woman she is today! 
 
Attendees received formula, diapers, wipes, baby 
bottles, maternity clothes and fresh foods. 

The Columbus State Gospel 
Vocal Ensemble together with 
the Focus Media Arts program 
provided an evening of 
entertainment to the 
community on March 10th in 
the Focus East Media Lab. 



Teacher Focus 

Mr. Tosko is in his first year 
as Science Teacher for 
Focus East and enjoys the 
individual attention each 
student receives, not only 
from himself, but the entire 
faculty. Mr. Tosko 
encourages his students by 
letting them know that 
they don't have to be the 

EAST EVENTS: 

On April 19th, the Focus Schools will be taking a group of 35 deserving students to the 
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium! The "Learning is Wild Scholarship", provided by the 
Educational Department at the Columbus Zoo & Aquarium gives our students the 
opportunity to learn about the animals, their ecosystems, and the conservation effort that 
has gone into saving so many species. They’ll also learn about “Zoo Jobs.” The best part is 
that with the contributions from the zoo and generous donations from the community our 
students will not have to pay anything to enjoy our day at the zoo! 

Student Focus 

Roxanne Johnson has 
been attending Focus East 
for over 2 years and loves 
the fact that she can work 
at her own pace. In fact, 
that’s one of the primary 
reasons she chose Focus. 
She views the staff and 
teachers as very helpful, 
genuinely interested in 
her success, and willing to 
provide an extra “push” if 
needed. 

smartest, fastest or strongest... they just need the 
drive to succeed! 
 
Aside from Science his favorite subject in school 
was Art! He believes that an artist (like a scientist) 
is required to think outside the box to see the 
world from many different angles. This has helped 
him develop ‘fun skills’ like welding, wood working, 
and T-shirt stenciling. 

Her favorite subject is Social Studies and hopes 
to achieve success in life beyond graduation by 
remembering that no matter how many 
obstacles you have to go through – success is 
there as long as you never give up! 
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Teacher Focus 

Ms. Caitlin Jones is the 
Intervention Specialist & 
Student Advocate for 
Focus West. Having been 
with Focus for 7-years, 
she loves how students 
are able to learn at their 
own pace and that every 
teacher is willing to work 
individually to ensure 
each student achieves 
their academic goals. 

WEST EVENTS: 

Students from all Focus Schools gathered at West on April 6th to pick out prom dresses from 
Fairy GoodMothers free of charge. Mr. Garn and Ms. Brewer have been busy hosting a 
number of seminars for students including speakers from Fortis College, ITT Tech, and Ohio 
Business College. Finally, congrats to all on the Valentine's bake sale which raised nearly $80 
for prom! 

Student Focus 

Nautica Morgan chose 
Focus to catch up on 
credits, and has now been 
with West for nearly 10-
months. She enjoys the 
fact that Focus lets her 
move at her own pace,  
and the fact that there is 
no school on Fridays. 
 
Nautica plans on working 
a steady job while she 
finishes her education 

Her best advice for Focus students? Keep reading! 
Keep learning! Find something you enjoy doing and 
do it well! Ms. Jones enjoys Summertime, pizza, 
doughnuts, working out. Social Studies was her 
favorite subject in school because she loves to read 
and learn about history, culture, and geography. 

with Focus, then hopes to attend at least two years 
of higher education to secure a good career.  
 
Her favorite subject is English, and she says she is 
most thankful for her brother and a number of 
faculty that have been very encouraging to her. 
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Teacher Focus 

Ms. Renita Porter is the 
CTE/IT Teacher at Focus 
North and has been with 
FNHS since August 2015. 
Her favorite thing about 
her job is building 
relationships with her 
students and teaching 
them that they should not 
let obstacles or people get 
in the way of education. 

NORTH EVENTS: 

Ms. Porter (above) hosted a ‘Tea Party’ for FNHS girls in early March with 2 special guest 
speakers, food, prizes and of course tea! The girls in attendance heard words of 
encouragement from the guest speakers (One from Impact, the other the owner of Tim 
Horton’s) regarding how not to judge people, and how to discover more about themselves 
as a person. A great time was had by all! 

Student Focus 

Faisal Mahamud chose 
Focus North because he 
heard good things from 
family members who 
told him about the 
flexible schedules. 
Having attended FNH 
over the past 7-months, 
Faisal says his favorite 
thing about his 
experience has been the 
teachers. Outside of school, she enjoys 90's hip-hop music, 

chicken wings, shopping for shoes, and her favorite 
season - Fall. 
 
Her favorite subject in school was Psychology and she 
remembers fondly the times when she was young 
and would play ‘school’ with her friends… you 
guessed it… she was always the teacher.   

He also has big plans for his future after Focus 
North High. Upon graduating, Faisal plans on 
attending college and finding a decent job. His 
favorite subject is reading and says he is most 
thankful for the opportunities he has been given 
by attending Focus North. 
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Picture Pages Important Dates: 

April 4-8:  Third 9-Week Grade Cards Mailed 
April 14: Mid Ohio Food Bank Drive (All Schools) 
April 21: CTE Honor Society Luncheon & Ceremony 
April 25: Teacher PD (No Students Report) 
May 6: Focus Prom 
May 30: Memorial Day – No School 
June 3: Graduation 

Additional Notes: 

Join us in celebrating outstanding staff 
representatives within each of our schools. January 
and February "Staff members of the month" were 
nominated by Focus administrators and peers in 
recognition of their dedication to our school's 
success. These people were selected for this award 
because of their demonstration of hard work despite 
obstacles and their devotion to our mission and 
vision. 
 

The selected staff members were: 
Focus North: Deo Pokhrel (Jan), Alex Jarvis (Feb) 
Focus East: Tyree Ward (Jan), Beth Friend (Feb) 
Focus West: Herb Garn (Jan), Anton Turner (Feb) 
City Prep: Ryan Minney (Jan), Wendy Thompson (Feb) 
Executive Director Award: Cordia McFarland (Jan), 
Anthony Crenshaw (Feb)  
 

Focus Boys Basketball wrapped-up another successful 
season with growth and teamwork throughout the year. 
Congratulations Champs! Go Eagles! 
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Dressed for Success! Students from East and North were 
on hand to assist with the Ohio Sings Gospel event in March! 



ART GALLERY 
Focus East Art Students worked on a project that combined the basics of photography and lighting together with 
graphic design. Their task was to create an album cover for a fictitious band or artist. Below are some of the 
pictures taken using props and lighting in the media lab, and the album covers created from those photographs. 
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PHOTOS 

DESIGN 
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ART GALLERY  (cont’d) 
Students designed shoes for the Vans Custom Culture Contest using the themes of art, music, extreme 
sports and local flavor. The results are pictured below. Fantastic work and good luck on making the Top 50! 


