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A message from Rev. Deac Peter Batten 

 
 

Letting Go of Institutional Thinking 

First of all, let me say that you are doing very well, during this time of transition and uncertainty and it is 
a delight to be able to serve as your Intentional Interim Minister.  I have enjoyed the visits and listening 
to the wisdom of the people. The group work we have done together has been outstanding and I hope 
that you have been able to gain some insights into yourselves during this process. 

So far, we have covered two of the five Intentional Interim Ministry tasks:  Coming to terms with history 
and Discovering a new identity. 

There are some topics already starting to emerge. One of those topics is the smallness of the              
congregation and the lack of people who are able to do things. 

The question this raises is ‘Are you a glass ½ full person’ or ‘Are you a glass ½ empty person’? Some see 
this as an opportunity developing new directions and opening the door to new possibilities, while     
others are thinking this is it and we want to sit out our days. Some are willing hold fast to those rituals 
that they hold dear to them, i.e. styles of worship, while others are willing to re-think what it means to 
be church and explore new possibilities. 

Both positions are valid, the dilemma is how to hold the tension and as best as we can honour both   
positions. 

Personally, though, I see this as a time of new thinking and new visions that allows the church to fulfil 
her potential as the people of God in this place. 

Yes, the Pascoe Vale and Glenroy congregations are small, yes, they are predominately elderly, yes, they 
are concerned about the future and what legacy will be left behind. All good and proper concerns and 
thoughts. However, this thinking is institutional thinking. Thinking this way, can easily lead us to be 
caught up in the western idea of growth that is “get big, get strong and win”. This understanding leads 
to a belief that if we get big (or bigger) the institution will survive. It is unfortunate that this thinking has 
pervaded our understanding of how we ought to be and the only way forward. What if we changed our 
thinking from an institutional understanding of church to the church as an organism, that  is to say    
biological not institutional. 

The New Testament speaks of the church as a living system, akin to the human body.  ‘The Body of 
Christ” as a metaphor appears thirty -seven times. Christ is identified as the “head” seven times. What 
Paul wants to identify is the “Body of Christ” as composed of many parts, yet it functions as one.  It is 
easy to fall into the institutional way of thinking “healthy growing churches”, this thinking does a        
disservice to us all if we see our growth as minimal or static or even in decline, and I think puts undue 
pressure on ourselves to expect otherwise. Especially if the community context and the stage of         
development of the congregation is not take into consideration. As any gardener would know the      
organic processes are not linear, rather they are cyclic. Some organic processes promote growth 
through decay, shedding, and breakdown. 

The question at this stage of the congregation’s life is what legacy are we leaving behind for future   
generations and their concept of what it means to live the way of Jesus? 

Do not hesitate to contact me for conversation. 

Rev. Deacon Peter Batten 

June 2018 
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Refugees 

They have no need of our help 

So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you and me 

Should life have dealt a different hand 

We need to see them for who they really are 

Chancers and scroungers 

Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves 

Cut-throats and thieves 

They are not 

Welcome here 

We should make them 

Go back to where they came from 

They cannot 

Share our food 

Share our homes 

Share our countries 

Instead let us 

Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say 

These are people just like us 

A place should only belong to those who are born there 

Do not be so stupid to think that 

The world can be looked at another way 

Now read from bottom to top 
Brian Bilston 
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Would You Remain Silent? 
 

It is not often in public circles that a conversation arises that I get very involved 
and emotional in. 

It happened in a life activities club while sitting having supper.  How would you 
react to statements made that Luther got it all wrong when he nailed his        
explanations to the church door?  I don’t know why but all of a sudden a     
gentleman started talking about the Catholic Church, its beliefs and rules.  He 
has obviously had some serious discussions with various priests in different 
churches and believed strongly in what he was taught by those priests.  I don’t 
condemn him for that but obviously those beliefs clash heavily with my beliefs.   

When he stated categorically that Luther got it wrong about justification by 
faith, I couldn’t hold myself back.  He said the Catholic Church believes in     
justification by works.  If you have done good works and a priest gives you   
absolution you will go to heaven.  No mention of faith.  It was obvious my  
statements about studying the scriptures and learning from them that           
justification is by faith and not works alone had no effect whatsoever on his 
opinions.  Unfortunately the conversation could not be extended as others 
started asking all sorts of questions to which he answered “There are rules for 
that”.  

The scriptures don’t appear to separate works and faith.  They are entwined. 
Works can result from faith and it seems faith without works is very shallow 
faith indeed.  But it is the faith that produces those works that justifies us. 

There are many scriptural references on the matter and I list just a few here: 

Romans 1: 17, 5: 1 & 2,  Galatians 3: 16 and 24, Hebrews 10: 34. 

How would you have reacted to the gentleman’s statements? 

Graham Manson 
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Rev Lorimer Fison 
 

Upon reading an account of genocide against Australia‘s indigenous 
people during early European settlement, written by Henry         
Reynolds,  I read a quote by pioneer ethnographers Lorimer Fison 
and Alfred Howitt.  I recognised Lorimer‘s name from an early map 
of Glenroy village in 1901 showing him at a house in Glenroy Road.  
My only knowledge of him was his name and address. 

Rev Lorimer Fison was born in 1832 in Suffolk, England, the       
thirteenth of twenty children of Thomas Fison, farmer, and Charlotte 
daughter of Rev John Reynolds.  Lorimer was briefly educated at 
Cambridge University from 1855.  In 1856, however, he arrived  in 
Australia and was at the goldfields when he heard of the death of his father.  This sudden shock led 
to his dramatic conversion at an open-air Christian meeting. 

He made his way to Melbourne and after some further study at Melbourne University offered   
himself for missionary service in Fiji.  Ordained as a Wesleyan Methodist minister he sailed to Fiji  
in 1864 with his wife, Jane, for a seven year term.  It was said he ―was one of the best missionaries 
that God has ever given to our church‖ noting his kindness, honesty and courage.  He campaigned 
against the Blackbirders who sent islanders to work in the cane fields in Queensland. 

Becoming very interested in Fijian customs, Fison contributed information of systems of relation-
ships to current ethnology, becoming acquainted with Alfred Howitt and jointly writing a book 
with him in 1880—Kamilaroi and Kurnai. 

Alfred Howitt, anthropologist, explorer, public servant and natural scientist, was the leader of the   
expeditions to Coopers Creek to rescue Burke, Wills, King and Grey.  He soon found King, the 
only survivor, bringing him back to a public welcome in Melbourne, burying Burke and Wills      
before returning.  Howitt, a skilled bushman, researched the culture and society of indigenous   
Australians, particularly kinship relations. 

Rev Fison returned to Australia in 1884, visiting England in 1894.  In later life he continued          
journalistic work, having to work hard to make a living.  Relief came in 1905 when he was granted 
a pension by the British government.  From 1888 to 1905 he edited The Spectator, Methodist 
church paper.  He died on 29 December 1907 at Essendon, survived by his wife, two sons and four 
daughters. 

I note that Rev C Irving Benson, former minister at Wesley Church, has written of Fison in             
A Century of Victorian Methodism, published in 1935.  (I remember Benson being on the radio). 

A name on a map of Glenroy village has come alive to me now, due to ―Google‖ and Henry        
Reynolds.  

 
Judith Faulds 
Glenroy 

   



Thanks to all who enjoyed our Biggest Morning Tea, $436 was raised for   
cancer aid, great food, great fellowship and a great cause to support.   Epa 
Brown and Marj Sproat won our competitions and we thank all the great 
cooks for their support and wonderful food. 

A service to celebrate the life of Doug Wiggins was held in May and the 
church was filled with family and friends, showing just how Doug‘s life was 
held in great esteem.  Our sympathy to his family and friends as he will be sadly missed by all. 

Although we will still be celebrating Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month, the ser-
vice will commence at 9.15am.  And we now look forward to sharing services alternately on the 
3rd Sunday of the month with Pascoe Vale South and these will commence at 10 am.  Pleased to 
have so many join us for lunch after the 23rd June service at Kent Road.   

Helen and Les Stewart are enjoying a well earned break in Canada, spending time with their son 
Damien, his wife and grandson Julian.  We wish them safe and happy times. Our grateful thanks to 
this lovely couple for all the music and services they share with us on Sundays.  

A lovely group of ladies meet fortnightly at Kent Road and we are so pleased to have them share 
our buildings.  Over fifty years ago, when we had the Kent Road Callisthenic Girls as part of our 
Church, these ladies formed a group meeting weekly and have been using our property all this 
time.  Now small in numbers we wish them well in the future. 

KENT ROAD NEWS ………….. 
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UCAF FELLOWSHIP GROUP……….  
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President:  Jean Kyte 

Secretary:  Marj Sproat 
 
Our fellowship meets on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at 1.00 pm at the Pascoe Vale South 
Church, with speakers from 1.30 pm.  New 
members and visitors are always welcome. 

In April I spoke about and showed photos of my 
holiday in the USA.  In May we enjoyed a     
fashion show courtesy of Blumes Fashions and in 
June we had a quiz afternoon. 

Looking forward, we have Rev Deacon Peter 
Batten coming to talk to us on Tuesday 10 July.  

Apart from being a deacon in the Uniting 
Church, Peter is many other things—
including an art therapist, an InterPlay 
teacher and a clown! 

On Tuesday 14 August, Shirley Foster will 
be entertaining us (about of all things—tea 
towels) and on Tuesday 11 September our 
speaker will be Rev Ian Collings.  

           Marj Sproat 

W INTER 2018 

 How did Moses make tea?  Hebrewed it. 

 Venison for dinner again?  Oh deer! 

 I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest. 

 French pancakes give me the crêpes. 

 England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool. 

 I tried to catch some fog, but I mist. 

 They told me I had type-A blood, but it was a typo... 

 Changed my iPod name to Titanic, it‘s syncing now. 

 Jokes about German sausage are the wurst! 

 I stayed up all night to see where the sun went, and then it dawned on me. 

 I‘m reading a book about  anti-gravity, I can‘t put it down... 

 I didn‘t like my beard at first, but then it grew on me. 

 Broken pencils are pointless. 

 What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary?  A thesaurus... 

 I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded dough! 

 Velcro – what a rip off... 

SHAMEFUL PUNS 



SOUTHERN SNIPPETS  
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Our Easter Alive children‘s program was held on Tuesday 27 March and was led by Melanie 
McIntosh and colleague using Gospel Arts programs.  The numbers attending were lower than we 
would have liked but everyone enjoyed the activities, the craft and the hot cross buns and other     
refreshments—and all the children went home with a storybook telling the Easter story in a way that 
(hopefully) engages with today‘s youngsters. 

Our Easter Day service was led by Rev Barbara Gayler.  We are thankful, as always, for the work  
Barbara puts into her services—especially at Easter where our individual Baptisms were collectively 
recollected and renewed. 

Our monthly communion service at Dorothy Impey Home continues and is as well received as 
ever—we are thankful for the support of the supply ministers and our organising group (who are 
somewhat aged themselves)!  We now visit the BUPA Home in Sutherland Street, Coburg only  
quarterly but again our last visit on 14 June had a good number of residents attending. 

The combined service with Glenroy and Kent Road (held at PVS) on the 5th Sunday in April was 
well attended—many thanks to Rev Lynden and to everyone who brought food and/or helped with 
the morning tea enjoyed in the hall. 

Rev Ian Collings and organist, Geoff Anderson, held a Hymn Sing-along on Sunday 17 June with 
about 40 people attending—everyone enjoyed both singing, and hearing the back stories of, popular 
hymns from around the world—and enjoyed afternoon tea as well. 

Westgate Flicks continues every 3rd Wednesday of the month and those attending in the last quarter 
enjoyed A Man Called Peter, The Student Prince and Casablanca.  The schedule from July includes 
Fiddler on the Roof (Wed 18 Jul), To Kill a Mockingbird (Wed 15 Aug) and Goodbye Mr Chips 
(Wed 19 Sep) - please note the slight earlier starting time from July onwards—which is 
1.00 pm for a 1.30 pm start with refreshments available before, during and after the movie.  This 
earlier starting time change will ensure that, for some of the longer films, we don‘t clash with the 
early  evening dancing group—and will also enable everyone to get home before the afternoon    
traffic peak (and before dark during the winter months). 

Please remember that on the 3rd Sunday of each month we are now combining with Kent Road (at 
10.00 am) during the IIM (Intentional Interim Ministry) process that Rev Deac Peter Batten is   
helping us through.  During the coming quarter, the 3rd Sunday services will be at PVS in July, at 
Kent Road in August and at PVS again in September.         

          Jean T 
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MEMORIES OF MUNRO STREET 



JOAN’S JOTTINGS …..  
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I recently came across the booklet issued for the closing service of Munro Street on Sunday 10 
November 1996.  It includes the Order of Service for the morning Communion service and the 
2.00 pm Service of Thanksgiving, together with a short history of the Munro Street Church—
which is as follows: 

“There are differing opinions of the actual date of opening the Munro Street Church 
but we believe the building was removed from Reynards Street in August 1913 and 
opened soon after. 

Records from the cash book show the cost of blocking and removal of the church 
from Reynards Street as being sixty three pounds and ten shillings ($127) dating 
the payments 13th August 1913.  Cost of the land purchased in 1911 and paid by 
1912 were:  two 66ft blocks at a cost of thirty three pounds ($66).  In a letter     
written to the Secretary of Elders by the late Rev Stan Shepherd on 15th October 
1988, he remembers seeing the church being moved, and says, “the 20 odd draught 
horses were to pull the large building in one day and put it on the block in Munro 
Street where the Orana Court units are now situated (previously the tennis courts).  
Because of the delay in rounding the corner from Reynards Street to Loch Street 
when the dray became bogged, it took two days for the trip.”  He also says, 
“because of the delay it was positioned onto the corner block”. 

The Sunday School, which commenced in the home of George and Elizabeth Carter, 
in Bellevue Street in 1910, soon had 63 scholars on the roll.  The church building 
had a lean-to at the back and this was used to re-house the Sunday School.  In 1925 
there were 260 scholars on the roll and accommodation was short and a new   
building needed.  Many were taught about God’s saving grace by loyal servants such 
as Georrge Carter Snr, Alfred Carter and dear Marion Carter, Les Matthews, George 
Bird, Alf Carpenter, Rose Bray, etc. 

The new hall was opened free of debt on 13th February 1926 by the Rev J.T. Field.  
At that time the hall was thought to be big enough, but the increase was such that 
in a few years it was crowded out once more. 

In the 1930s the enrolment in the Sunday School had increased to 350 with a staff 
of 56.  In 1936 the Kindergarten Hall was extended by 30 feet.  To make the         
extension possible a block of land was purchased in Preston Street. 

In 1956 part of the old vestry was destroyed by fire, and in 1959 the new vestry was 
opened.  The new porch on the church was built in 1965 at a cost of $2,896. 

In 1978 the Housing Authority started to build the flats, known as Orana Court, and 
by early 1979 the flats were occupied. 

We remember the lovely buildings we worshipped in, where we learned as children, 
where we had fun in the clubs and enjoyed rich fellowship.  These buildings were 
cared for lovingly by Trustees such as Alex Campbell, Jack Farmer, Herb Thomas, 
Bill Dahl, Alf Hutchinson, Clem Dalton, Cedric Pitcher, Harold Paynting, Arthur 
Stanley, David Grieve, Wal Bennet, Russell Jenkins, Alf Carpenter and many more.  
The buildings were also cared for over many years by Mr and Mrs Ross. 

 ..../continued on next page 
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JOAN’S JOTTINGS CONTINUED….. 

Munro Street means different things to different people.  Highlights during the 83 
years have been outstanding.  The influence of the Young Men’s Group with leaders 
such as George Bird and Harold Wilson;  Young Ladies Class with Mrs J. Paynting as 
leader for many years.  Dorothy Hancock (Matthews) taking over Bible Class for boys 
and girls.  The inspiration of the choir.  Sunday School picnics, the Boys and Girls 
Gymnasiums, concerts, tennis, cricket, badminton, basket balls clubs, the Harvest  
Festival arrangements by Mr Stancliffe, the W.A.O.M., the Guild, M.O.K for boys and 
Rays for the girls, Youth Groups, Evening Fellowship and the Orana Group.  Mary 
Forrest showed her love for children and the Lord in teaching in the Sunday School 
and running a day kindergarten for many years. 

When you start to mention names, there is always a worry you will leave out some-
one.  The name Shepherd has not been mentioned in detail, but three of the boys 
went into Methodist ministry:  Waler, Stan and George.  They were three of the boys 
in the training class of the Rev J.T. Field.  Five others also went into the ministry:  G. 
Inglis, C. Mannering, A. Boquest, R. Phillips and one name not mentioned.  Rev Field 
must have been a truly remarkable leader and teacher. 

The Farmers, the Whitmores, the Perrins, the Lamberts, the Patullos were some of   
the names associated with the church, plus many more. 

Sadly the Munro Street Church services are closing, but praise God:  the work of 
Munro Street goes on.  Wherever out past members are—in the outer suburbs or     
interstate or overseas—the work and witness continues, as they in turn pass on the 
faith they found in West Coburg.” 

(Some stayed in the area:  Jean Taylor, Gwenda Williams, Jean Kyte, Ethel Gowland and, of course, 
me). 

One of the hymns at the afternoon services was Blessed Assurance (I was on the committee arrang-
ing the service and that hymn is one of my favourites). 

I also found the Intermediate Society of Christian Endeavour Pledge that I signed in 1943, I was 14.  
Not sure if I realised then what I was signing, I do now.  Also not sure about the last sentence on the 
pledge.  ‖As an active member, I promise to be true to all my duties and to regularly attend the 
meetings of the Society, taking part aside from singing when asked to do so‖! 

Just a few quotes: 

 So live that your memories will be part of your happiness. 

 You must arrange in advance for pleasant memories. 

 You need the church, the church needs you, the world needs both. 

 

      Joan T 
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WHY IS MY BIBLE DIFFERENT FROM YOURS?     
PART 1 - AN INTRODUCTION—TRANSLATING THE BIBLE 

 

I have been asked to try to look at the Bible from the point of view as to why there are so many different versions of 
the Book.  I will initially try and explain the difference between a translation and a paraphrase and in subsequent  
articles I will look at some of the different versions available today and offer my understanding and critique of them.                                                                                                     

In order to begin the topic it is necessary to understand a few bits of history. Firstly translations are not new, the 
first major translation of the Hebrew Old Testament into Greek took place in the third century BC.                                                                                                                            
The Bible was written in basically three languages, Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. Hebrew is written from right to 
left and is a language where all the letters of the alphabet are consonants and vowels are provided by a series of 
points above and below the letters. Unfortunately the Jews in early times never wrote the vowels in, you were 
meant to know where they went. This can give some cause for concern and my first Hebrew exam many years ago 
consisted of a piece of text with the letters in place and we had to add the vowels or ―point the text‖.                                                  

Aramaic is a language as old as Hebrew but it became first the formal language of the Assyrian Empire and then the 
common language of the day. So whilst Hebrew was known and studied for religious purposes, daily conversation 
up to the time of Jesus was usually in Aramaic. 

Greek however, had become the common language in many places in the Eastern Mediterranean and is certainly the 
language of the New Testament. Whilst Greek is like our own language written left to right and has a clear set of 
letters for both vowel and consonants it was written in capitals and when writing materials were expensive no spaces 
were left between words. Greek was also the language of the Greek world and has a long history. The majority of 
the Greek texts by people such as Plato or Sophocles were written in Classical Greek whereas the New Testament 
was written in Koine or common Greek. The difference is similar to that between the English of Jane Eyre and the 
English of a modern novelist                                                                                                     

The other key factor to remember is that all these copies were hand written by  people who were human and there-
fore occasionally altered things either to get a  better meaning or because they thought they were being helpful or 
because they were tired.                                                                                                                              

There are parts of the new Testament that date back as early as 120AD, the oldest complete version is the Codex 
Sinaiticus which dates to the fourth century and is housed in the British Museum. The oldest Hebrew Text is also in 
the British Museum but dates to the ninth Century. The Hebrews valued their copies of the scripture and thus     
buried them when they began to wear out, so older bits of text are found in a range of places and indeed in the caves 
at Qumran there are earlier texts not all of which have yet been published.                                                                                       

This to a modern mind raises a whole range of issues but there are a huge number of texts and other classical works 
and the work of a Biblical Scholar is to study these and produce the best text possible.      

Another  key issue faced is whether you translate the words of a foreign language just as they are spoken or whether 
you put them into an idiom which is understood by the recipient.  A translation tries to stick to the text and gives 
the original meaning a paraphrase and takes the original and transcribes it into modern speech. So the translator of 
say John 5v24 Where Jesus in a pure translation says ―Amen Amen I say to you‖ would be translated as ―verily verily‖ 
or ―truly truly‖ but in a paraphrase like the New Life version reads ―for Sure‖.    

There is a third type of translation where the text is translated to support a particular point of view or the gender of 
the text is changed for reasons of, say, ―political correctness.‖ So for example the Watchtower version of the New       
Testament translates John 1v1 as ―the word was a god‖ rather than the ―Word was God‖ because the Jehovah‘s    
Witnesses deny the divine status of Jesus.                                                                  

The task then of a good version of the Bible is to bring you a version which is readable and conveys the meaning of 
the original, whilst remaining true to the original text. Some versions may give a clearer understanding but may go 
beyond a true translation. 

K V Beaumont 

BA Biblical Studies University of Manchester 1980 

Used with permission from The Parish Window 
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SOME OF THE LIGHT HUMOUR SUBMITTED FOR 

PUBLICATION…. 

 

 

AS I GET OLDER, I REALISE THAT: 
 

 I talk to myself, because sometimes I need expert 

advice. 

 The biggest lie I tell myself is, “I don’t need to 

write that down. I’ll remember it!” 

 When I was a child I thought nap time was a     

punishment. Now it’s like a mini vacation. 

 Wouldn’t it be great if we could put ourselves in 

the dryer for 10 minutes; come out wrinkle-free  

and three sizes smaller!  

 If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would’ve 

put them on my knees. 

 At my age “getting lucky” means walking into a 

room and remembering what I came in there for. 
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St Andrew's Presbyterian Church 

Pascoe Vale South 1911--1977 
(continuing on from the article included in the March 2018 publication) 

The first issue confronting the presbyters of Pascoe Vale was managing both high expectations as well as deep         
disappointment, all within a short time frame.  The Congregational meeting in the Coburg Presbyterian Church Hall 
in March 1930 endorsed enthusiastically the purchase of a block of land from George Hossock at the corner of Wills 
and Bell Streets.  Present at that historic meeting meeting chaired by the Rev. Andrews were the following:  Mrs 
Bairstow, Mr & Mrs Govers, Mrs Connon, Miss Connon, Mrs Ashton, Mr & Mrs Drummond, Mrs Farr, Mrs McKay, 
Mr & Mrs McNeill, Mrs Johnstone, Mrs Smith, Mrs Pollock, Mr & Mrss Routley, Messrs F and K Routley, Mr    
Watson, Mrs Webster, Mrs Wilkes and Mr & Mrs Taylor.  Yet at a Congregational meeting of 8 April 1930, the Rev 
Nairn advised two blocks of land were necessary for a church to be established at Bell Street West.  One can     
imagine the disappointment for this Anglo-Saxon-Celtic congregation when it became known that the adjoining block 
in Wills Street had been sold to the Pascoe Vale Soldiers‘ Progress Association.  What transpired between George 
Hossock and the Association may never be known.  A brief note in the files referred to ‗a misunderstanding‘ and I 
have been advised recently that George Hossack suffered from profound deafness throughout his later years.       
Whatever the reason, one can imagine some of the conversations which unfolded within the community for the     
remainder of 1930 until the end of the following year because it was not until November 1931 that George Hossack 
advised the Broad of Management that he would gift the land on the corner of Westgate Street and Cumberland Road 
to the  Presbyterian Church of Victoria.  We must understand it takes time for land to be transferred from one party 
to another, and given the factual evidence available, readers may speculate about the machinations within the fledgling 
congregation, in addition to the generous gift from George Hossack. 

The second issue confronting the new congregation was their commitment to establish the portable church on the  
corner of Wills and Bell Streets in 1930 knowing this was not their permanent site, and presumably, unaware that 
George Hossack may later gift them the land on the corner of Westgate Street and Cumberland Road.  One could 
imagine the prevailing uncertainty about their future.  Establishment costs including sewerage, electrical, fencing,   
etc demanded attention such as £3-10-0 to the Cyclone Fencing Company and £5-18-5 to the Pascoe Vale Timber    
Company.  In the meantime Sunday School classes continued in both the Pascoe Vale and West Coburg State Schools 
following rental agreements with the Education Department. 

The third major issue was finance which occupied the minds of the congregation from the very beginning as evidenced 
by a deputation to the Home Mission Committee in July 1930 to ―go into church matters‖.  I suggest the major issue 
for this Mission outpost was to offer £4-0-0 per month to the Home Mission Committee.  Both parties agreed to this 
monthly payment for services by the Home Missioners.  Whilst I have yet to peruse actual financial statements, it is 
recorded in the minutes of the Board of Management that in 1931 it would: 
 (a) make an effort to raise £300-0-0 ($27,196.18 in 2017 dollars) 
 (b) apply to the Home Mission Committee for a grant of £104-0-0 
 (c) apply to the Presbyterian Loan Fund for £200-0-0 
 (d) apply to the Jubilee Fund for a grant of £50-0-0 
It would appear the Board was desperate to secure financial support at the height of the Great Depression, just at a 
time when this fledgling Mission outpost embraced commitments such as those outlined above—with a congregation 
of just 30 communicants.  Contributions towards the Building Fund suggest they were determined to remain on 
course with a firm faith in the future.  In August 1930 the balance was £4-14-4 and exactly one year later it was      
£26-19-8 ($2,447.66 in 2017 dollars).  Some may judge that the Board of Management in 1930 was financially over     
extended, or reckless, or plainly unrealistic?  To address these questions we need an attempt to understand the   
mindset of the presbyters of Pascoe Vale. 

Note:  1. The term ―presbyter‖ has been used loosely.  In the Australian language tradition of shortening words Presbyterians 
were referred to as ―pressies‖ or ―presbyters‖.  Technically, the term ―presbyter‖ comes from the Greek ―presbyteros‖ meaning 
elder, or senior; a leader in a local congregation as in the New Testament.  2. As far as I can discern, elders at Pascoe Vale South 
were not elected until the Pascoe Vale South Mission Station reverted to a change in 1933.  3. I assume Hossack Avenue in 
North Coburg is in memory of the late George Hossack. 

Acknowledgements:  1. I am grateful to Joan Tucker for her contribution about the mergers of both the Balmoral Avenue and 
Munro Street churches into the Pascoe Vale South Uniting Church as noted in the March edition.  2.  I am grateful to Joyce 
Bridges and Jean Kyte for the contributions about George Hossack. 

R.M.  
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 

 

K i d’ s 

P a g e 



Dates to Remember: 
 
 

Tue 3 Jul Men‘s Dinner at Pascoe Vale RSL at 6.00 pm—contact  
  Robert Norris 

Thu 5 Jul Communion Service at Dorothy Impey Home at 2.00 pm 

Tue 10 Jul UCAF Meeting at PVS at 1.00 pm 

Wed 18 Jul Westgate Flicks screening Fiddler on the Roof 1.00 pm  
  (for a 1.30 pm start—NOTE NEW STARTING TIME) 

Tue 24 Jul Pascoe Vale Church Council Meeting PVS 7.45 pm 

Sun 29 Jul Combined Glenroy/KentRd/PVS service at Glenroy at  
  10.00 am 

Thu 2 Aug Communion Service at Dorothy Impey Home at 2.00 p 

Sun 5 Aug Harvest Festival service at PVS at 10.30 am 

Tue 7 Aug Men‘s Dinner at Pascoe Vale RSL at 6.00 pm—contact      
  Robert Norris 

Tue 14 Aug UCAF Meeting at PVS at 1.00 pm 

Wed 15 Aug Westgate Flicks screening To Kill a Mockingbird 1.00 pm  
  (for a 1.30 pm start) 

Sun 26 Aug Boy‘s Club annual service at PVS at 10.30 am 

Tue 4 Sep Men‘s Dinner at Pascoe Vale RSL at 6.00 pm—contact      
  Robert Norris 

Thu 6 Sep Communion Service at Dorothy Impey Home at 2.00 pm 

Tue 11 Sep UCAF Meeting at PVS at 1.00 pm 

Thu 13 Sep Qtrly worship service at BUPA Home, Coburg at 11.00 am  

Wed 19 Sep Westgate Flicks screening Goodbye Mr Chips 1.00 pm  
  (for a 1.30 pm start) 

Sun 23 Sep Friendship Day service at PVS at 10.30 am 

Tue 25 Sep Pascoe Vale Church Council Meeting at Kent Road at 7.45 pm 

Supply Ministers: 
Rev Deac Peter Batten 
0419 255 585 
  
Rev Lynden Broadstock 
0466 336 687  

STANDARD WORSHIP TIMES & SERVICES 
Glenroy 

Sundays at 9.00 am—Contact Faye Woods on 9306 6104 
 

Kent Road* 
Sundays at 9.15 am—Contact Shirley Foster on 9355 7988 

 

Pascoe Vale South (PVS)* 
         Sundays at 10.30 am—Contact Jean Taylor on 9354 6689 

 

*Please Note:  The Kent Road and Pascoe Vale South congregations are currently  

   holding a combined service on the 3rd Sunday of each month starting at 10.00 am.   
   Services will be held alternately at each church location as follows: 

 

 July—PVS, August Kent Road,    September PVS, October Kent Road 
 

GLENROY & PASCOE VALE  

UNITING CHURCHES 

WORSHIP LOCATIONS 
  

 
 

70 WHEATSHEAF RD 

GLENROY 
 

 

 

CNR OF KENT RD &  

CORNWALL RD, 

PASCOE VALE 
 

 

 

CNR OF CUMBERLAND RD & 

WESTGATE ST,  

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  W EB  AT :  
 

WWW . G LEN R OYP AS COE VAL E  
U NI T I N GC H U RC HES . COM . AU /  

STANDARD WORSHIP TIMES & SERVICES 
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