
APA CITATION 
Treasure Valley Community College 

What does it mean to cite a source? 
Good question! As a college writer, you have an academic responsibility to support your claims 
with evidence. Much of this evidence, if not all, will be gathered from articles, books, journals, 
websites, or films that were created by another person. You must make clear in your own essay 
where you found your information by citing the author and the source you borrowed from. 

If you need additional help citing your research, visit the TVCC Writing Lab!  

APA Style 
There are many different ways to cite your sources: MLA, APA, Chicago…the list goes on. You 
must follow one citation style throughout your paper. We use citation styles so that anyone 
reading your paper can quickly understand what type of source you read and efficiently find 
that source for themselves. 

If you are writing a paper for a social sciences class (psychology, sociology, nursing, criminal 
justice, education), you will use APA citation. The APA is a group of academics in the social 
sciences known as the American Psychological Association. 

Types of Citations 
In-Text Citation 
An in-text citation lets the reader know which source and page you are quoting or paraphrasing 
from. In-text citations are included within sentences. 

The in-text citations in APA style must reference the author, publication year, and page number 
of the information you cite. They will look like these examples: 

Hooks (1994) argues, “Work by women of color and marginalized groups or white 
women (for example, lesbians, sex radicals), especially if written in a manner that 
renders it accessible to a broad reading public, is often de-legitimized in academic 
settings, even if that work enables and promotes feminist practice” (p. 63-64). 

Interviews with LGBT students revealed that they often experienced “cognitive, social 
and emotional” isolation in school (Munoz-Plaza, Quinn and Rounds, 2002, p. 60). 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/


End-text Citation 
An end-text citation lets the reader know all of the publication information about the sources 
you cited in your essay. The end-text citations are listed on a separate page and attached to the 
end of your essay.  

The end-text citations in APA style are listed on a page called References. The citations should 
be listed in alphabetical order, double-spaced, and every line of a citation after the first line 
should be indented (this is called a hanging indent). 

Citation for a Book 
Author’s Name (Year). Title of Book (Edition). Location: Publisher. 

Hooks, B. (1994). Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom. New York, NY: 
Routledge.  

Citation for an Article in a Print Journal 
Author’s Name (Year, Month). Title of article. Journal Title, Volume(Issue), pages. 

Munoz-Plaza, C., Quinn, S. C., and Rounds, K. A. (2002, April). Lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender students: Perceived social support in the high school environment. High 
School Journal, 85(4), 52-63. 

Citation for an Article in a Print Newspaper 
Author’s Name (Year, Month DD). Title of article. Newspaper Title, page+. 

Marrow, H. (2018, January 17). Student protest. The Argus Observer, p. A1+. 

Citation for an Article in a Print Magazine 
Author’s Name. (Year, Month DD). Title of article. Magazine Title Volume(Issue), pages. 

Rosenberg, L. (2018, January). Searching for the dark. Scientific American 318(1), 51-57. 

Citation for an Article on the Web 
Author’s Name. (Year, Month DD). Title of article. Website Title. Retrieved from location. 

Wadman, M. (2017, October 6). Disturbing allegations of sexual harassment in Antarctica 
leveled at noted scientist. Science. Retrieved from http://www.sciencemag.org/.  

Citation for an Article in an Online Database 
Author’s Name. Title of article. Title of Journal Volume(Issue), pages. DOI or URL of journal 

page. 

Morsy, L. (2017). Mass incarceration and the achievement gap: the impact of imprisoned 
parents on children shows how criminal justice policy is education policy. The American 
Prospect 28(2), 12-15. Retrieved from http://prospect.org/.  

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/10/disturbing-allegations-sexual-harassment-antarctica-leveled-noted-scientist
http://prospect.org/


Citation for a Video on the Web 
Author’s name. (Year, Month DD). Title of video [Video file]. Retrieved from location. 

TED (2010, March 22). Science can answer moral questions: Sam Harris [Video file]. Retrieved 
from https://www.youtube.com/.  

Citation for a Film 
Director’s name. (Role). (Year). Title of film [Motion picture]. Country: Distributor. 

Klayman, A. (Director). (2011). Ai Weiwei: Never Sorry [Motion picture]. United States: 
Sundance Select. 

https://www.youtube.com/
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