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There was no public library in Lake Alfred in 1961. There was, however, a newly 

forming Junior Woman’s Club under the leadership of Margalo Sutton, searching 

for a project. After much deliberation, the members chose to start a library. Plung-

ing in, they began the work in early 1962. 

The first step: Advertising and campaigning for donations of books. The response 

was great, and they quickly saw the need for learning how to process all the in-

coming donations. Mrs. Jones of the Winter Haven Library was consulted and be-

came their mentor. 

The second step: Typing four cards plus an envelope for each of the approximately 

one thousand books – author card, title card, subject card, and date due card. 

Member Alice Jutras provided a workroom over her garage, which became filled 

with books, cards, glue, pens, and members’ typewriters. 
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Books went through a production line, each book receiving a number penned in 

two places, the copyright page and one chosen further into the text. Next, the typ-

ing people added the number to the four cards and the envelope, and after that the 

envelope was glued inside the back cover and the date due card tucked into it. This 

card would be removed and filled in at checkout, then stored on the library desk, to 

be the library’s only record of books taken out. Another part of the production line 

was to stamp the library’s name in several designated places in each book. 

Many an evening was spent by the members doing this work, plus more hours as 

anyone could find the time. Tom Gretencord, husband of member Carol Gretencord, 

typed hundreds of cards at home at night. 

Lake Alfred residents, families, mer-

chants, and friends donated boxes and 

boxes of books. Junior Woman’s Club 

members processed them throughout 

that whole first summer, often storing 

books in their homes as well as the work-

room.  

The third step: The search for a place to 

open a functioning library to the public. 

In June merchant W.R. Dees provided the 

storefront in his centrally located building 

at the corner of West Haines Boulevard 

and Lakeshore Way, asking a rental 

amount low enough for the club to man-

age. The women raised rent money by 

holding bake sales, rummage sales, and 

even dances to raise the funds. Soon 

some furniture and materials could be 

moved in, and husbands and others built 

and installed large shelves, adding to the 

smaller ones already donated. Someone 

donated a desk and chair. 

Winter Haven News-Chief 1962 
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The grand opening for the public took place on an early evening in October of 

1962. A number of townspeople and officials came to welcome the new Lake Al-

fred Public Library and its happy volunteers, with a thousand books ready to be 

loaned out. Within a year a larger storefront space opened in the same building, 

and the Junior Woman’s Club, with helpers, moved everything to the larger quar-

ters. If the club members, all of whom had families to care for, had known what a 

large and time-consuming task they had taken on, and if the Lake Alfred commu-

nity and leaders had not been so encouraging, they might not have considered the 

project. Probably not! But they did follow through consistently, and with all its 

challenges the library remained stable and dependable. 

The main difficulty in a library or any service maintained entirely by volunteers is 

staffing it regularly and often enough to build a public following. Sometimes elev-

en members would be available during a week, and sometimes only three or four. 

Sometimes the library could be open only three hours a week, mostly at night 

from 6 to 7 or 7 to 8 o’clock. Those who could not work at checking out books 

helped with processing more books and cleaning the premises. 

The Tampa Tribune March 19, 1966 
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As time went on and the city commission-

ers saw the steady progress and use of the 

library, they took on more responsibility. 

In 1967 the city provided a small house in 

Lions Park that had formerly been used as 

a home for the caretaker.  It was a larger, 

more attractive, and equally accessible 

setting. This building had 

no heat or air condition-

ing, no telephone, and 

once an infestation of 

fleas that was more than 

disconcerting! But it was 

a positive improvement 

in ability to serve, and it 

further developed its 

working relationship with 

the city. Thus the library 

came a step closer to the goal of owner-

ship completely by the city. 

Carol Sutton and Yvonne Fielding, cleaning the 

porch of the library’s new home in Lions Park. 
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The merchants of Lake Alfred, upon re-

ceiving a letter of request, donated a 

set of new encyclopedias. Local resi-

dents, businesses and civic organiza-

tions donated other books and refer-

ence works. 

News-Chief 1967 

The Tampa Tribune May 18, 1967 
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In 1969 the city furthered its participation by employing Mrs. Betty Shinn as pro-

fessional librarian, working part-time but regular hours. Mrs. Shinn had experi-

ence and a degree in library science and was able to provide advanced direction 

and services along with dependable hours.  The city also began to help with part 

of the funding for purchase of new books and supplies, and later hired Ms. Cathy 

Parsons to be assistant librarian.   
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Local organizations provided generous support to 

the Lake Alfred Public Library, a project of the Lake 

Alfred Junior Woman’s Club. 

Library hours were announced 

in the local newspapers. 

Lakeland Ledger, March 15, 1970 

Orlando Sentinel, 

March 5, 1970 

Winter Haven News-Chief 

March 3, 1970 
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By Ordinance 471 of June 12, 1972, the City of Lake Alfred established the creation 

of the “Library Board of the City of Lake Alfred, Florida,” to consist of seven mem-

bers appointed by the city commission and the city manager ex officio. The librari-

an, Mrs. Shinn, acted as advisor. The first board was made up of four Junior Wom-

an’s Club members and three other citizens. 

The library was still located in the Lions Park building, and the Junior Woman’s Club 

continued to be responsible for its physical and financial support.  
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In October, 1973, the City of Lake Alfred com-

pleted the then-new Public Safety Building on 

Pomelo Street. At that time the city took 

complete ownership and responsibility for 

the library.  The Lake Alfred Public Library 

was moved into the central area of the new 

building, between the quarters for the police 

department at one end and the fire depart-

ment at the other. It has remained there and 

thrived for almost forty years. 
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In the years from 1962 to 1973 the 

Lake Alfred Junior Woman’s Club 

successfully completed a major 

project, the founding and nurturing 

of the Lake Alfred Public Library. 


