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Silver Sunday is an annual day of fun and free activities for 
older people across the UK. Silver Sunday was set up in 

2012 by former Lord Mayor, Cllr Christobel Flight, to combat 
loneliness in older people so they can try a new activity and 
make new friends. The day is now celebrated nationally and is 
supported by the Sir Simon Milton Foundation.

Since 2012, Marina Kaloghirou, a long serving member of 
The Belgravia Society, has organised and sponsored a Silver 
Sunday afternoon tea event in memory of her mother, Galateia 
Kaloghirou; for the last two years, the Eaton Square Garden 
Committee (ESGC) assisted Marina by hosting the event in 
Eaton Square.

As previously reported, Grosvenor have taken back 
management of the Eaton Square Gardens from the ESGC. We 
have not agreed to disband the Committee, but Grosvenor will 
not engage with it. The Garden (made up of six separate smaller 
gardens) is for the use of the residents and yet Grosvenor will 
not talk to us about it. 

Without any consultation, either with Marina or the ESGC or 
residents, Grosvenor have advised Marina that Eaton Square 
Garden is not available to use this year for the event. They offer 
no explanation, no choice of dates, just a blank refusal to allow 
the garden to be used.

Grosvenor have offered as an alternative Belgrave Square 
Garden, however, they have explained that no electricity will be 
provided, and no Grosvenor staff will be available to support the 
event, all of which is extremely disappointing.

Last month we reported our concerns in regard to 
Grosvenor’s proposals to commercially exploit Belgrave Square 
Garden and Grosvenor Square Garden, and their apparent 
disregard to the 1931 Act of Parliament to protect London 
garden squares. At a recent residents meeting, hosted by 
Grosvenor, I was reminded that Grosvenor is a commercial 
organisation and not a charity. However, I must say that I am 
struggling to understand the rationale behind their decision-
making process, especially as, once again, there is a total 
absence of due consultation, and the cost of maintaining the 
gardens in question are paid for by the local residents.

In days gone by, Grosvenor was very sensitive to the needs 
of its residents and the protection of its Belgravia estate. Now 
it seems that these considerations are low on its list as it has 
become a commercial organisation and has no place for a 
charitable event in Eaton Square.

We very much hope that Grosvenor can be persuaded to 
change its mind.  n 
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The Queen’s Gallery 
Buckingham Palace

Splendours of the Subcontinent

King Edward VII, as Prince of Wales, 
visited India in 1875. His journey 

started in Bombay and took four months. 
He travelled by ship, rail, carriage and 
elephant. He met the rulers of Baroda, 
Benares, Kashmir, Gwalior, Jaipur and 
Indore. He visited their courts and learned 
much about the history and culture of the 
individual parts of India.

The British monarchy’s connection 
with the Indian subcontinent dates back 
to the time of Elizabeth I. England was 
having difficulties with trade because of 
continental wars and Spanish emnity. She 
sent her representatives to India where the 
trade connection started and ultimately 
extended from trade to territorial and 
political power.

The Prince of Wales exchanged gifts 
with each ruler he met and returned home 
with a collection of these gifts. 

All the gifts are wonderful examples 
of Indian art. They were exhibited in 
London on his return and the proceeds 
of the exhibition – in today’s money about 
£300,000 – was used at the Prince’s 
behest to add to the collection. The 
exhibits we saw were truly exquisite.

The exhibitions at the Queen’s Gallery 
this year have been wonderful, starting 
with Canaletto and going on to Charles II. 
The latter followed the Charles I exhibition 
at the Royal Academy. 

You should not miss the current 
exhibition. One of the great features of a 
visit is that you get free admission to the 
Gallery for a whole year from the date of 
your first paid visit.

The Gallery is very close to Belgravia 
and visits there are a real treat. The current 
exhibition is open until 14th October – 
don’t miss it!  n

Mary Regnier-Leigh visited this exhibition  
and was amazed at the wonderful exhibits.
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Belgrave Square Garden and the London 
Squares Preservation Act 1931

You will be aware of the danger to some of the most important 
squares in London to commercialisation and uses for which 

they were never intended. You will have seen our Chairman’s 
Message in our last month’s magazine about the risk to them.

Historic England reports that the gardens are registered 
under Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953 
within the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens by English 
Heritage for their special historic interest. Grosvenor Square, 
Belgrave Square, and Eaton Square gardens are also protected 
under the London Squares Preservation Act 1931 (Act) as other 
London squares in Westminster and in the ownership of different 
landlords. 

The Belgravia Society are concerned that Grosvenor’s 
applications for Grosvenor Square Garden and Belgrave 
Square Garden are in breach of the Act, and have requested 
intervention by Westminster City Council (WCC) to enforce the 
Act (subject to legal advice, of course). The object of laying out 
these beautiful gardens was to provide gardens for the families 
of the houses which were built without gardens. In the late 1920s 
there were moves by developers to build or otherwise develop 
these gardens, not only in Westminster but across London 
where the squares had been built for families to enjoy and would 
have been lost. 

In order to preserve the gardens as gardens, for the use for 
which they were intended, an Act of Parliament was passed 
so that, by law, they can only be used for “the purpose of 
an ornamental garden, pleasure ground, or for play, rest or 
recreation and no building or other structure or erection shall 
be placed on or over any protected Square”. This shows the 
remarkable foresight of parliamentarians nearly a hundred years 
ago to protect our environment against unwanted development 
and uses to the detriment of residents.

by Mary Regnier-Leigh
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Grosvenor’s licence applications to sell 
alcohol for both Grosvenor Square and 
Belgrave Square and have large events in 
the squares have resulted in unprecedented 
opposition by the local residents. 

The first response from Westminster 
to our request for the enforcement of the 
Act has been rather unhelpful. If we are to 
preserve these squares as gardens for those 
who live in the area, then it is Westminster 
which needs to take action. 

These garden squares, and the purposes 
for which they were designed and built are 
unique to England and form part of our 
history. We strongly urge you to write to your 
local Councillors to tell them how important 
it is for local families that the squares are 
preserved as gardens for them.

If you do not know who your Councillor 
is, go to Westminster’s website using 
the following link: http://committees.
westminster.gov.uk/mgFindMember.aspx 
to get the details. The email addresses for 
Knightsbridge and Belgravia Councillors 
is given on page 10 in ‘News from our 
Councillors’.

The future is in the hands of Westminster 
City Council and is in our hands as 
residents, and constituents, to persuade 
WCC that they must take the necessary 
action. Get writing/emailing your Councillors 
now.  n

Reminders
Date for your diary
The Belgravia Society AGM
26 September
St Peter’s Eaton Square
Be sure not to miss it

Planning advice
If you get a notice of planning application near you and you want advice, 
telephone our dedicated helpline for advice: 07578 969 509.

Invitation to the next Belgravia Society 
committee meeting
We would be delighted to see members at our meeting.  
Please let us know by email if you would like to come:
info@thebelgraviasociety.org. 

Space is limited and is available on a first-come, first-served basis.  
Our next meeting is on 11th September after our August break.

These garden squares are 
unique to England and 
form part of our history.
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Beautiful 
Streets
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Much has been made, quite rightly, of Belgravia in Bloom and 
Sloane Street in Bloom. There is no doubt that these events 

have a strong long-term impact. We all like them so much that 
shopkeepers around the area have preserved and enhanced 
the idea of decorating their shops with fl owers, plants and even 
trees. Many are extremely realistic faux plants, but they do 
enhance the area and make them very attractive indeed.

Shown here are a number of the photographs taken 
whilst walking down Elizabeth Street. We especially liked the 
decorated bicycle! 

We do congratulate shopkeepers who we know are having 
a very diffi cult time at the moment with decreasing footfall and 
increasing overheads. We know, from our own experience, that 
the impression they are making on Elizabeth Street visitors is 
very good indeed. Long may it last. 

We have also seen more parklets appear on corners as well 
as the bigger ones that we have known for some time. This all 
adds to our green environment and is so welcome.  n

We especially liked 
the decorated bicycle!
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Your Committee meet and are in touch regularly with our 
Westminster City Council for Knightsbridge and Belgravia 

ward. The Councillors are: Tony Devenish, new ward Councillor 
Elizabeth Hitchcock, and Rachael Robathan, and we were 
delighted to welcome Tony and Rachael to our July meeting. 

Your Committee had a whole host of issues for Westminster 
Council and the Greater London Authority to “take up” from 
Belgravia residents, from nuisance builders, dog mess and 
rubbish, to the closure of Belgravia Police station (quietly shut by 
Mayor Sadiq Khan), as well as licensing and planning matters, 
especially those involving the Grosvenor Estate. 

Tony, Elizabeth and Rachael are happy to take up any issue 
BUT – and there is a BIG BUT – to prove a builder, property 
owner, restaurant, shop or anyone has misbehaved, it cannot be 
mere word of mouth. The Councillors and The Belgravia Society 
need EVIDENCE. 

So please do write to them as your local team with a copy to 
us, but do please keep a written log or note of incidents: time, 
date and exactly what the issue is in a short paragraph. Photo(s) 
do help enormously. With evidence, complaints can be actively 
pursued. 

All part of keeping our Belgravia special.  n

News from our 
Councillors

Emails may be sent to: 
tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 
ehitchcock@westminster.gov.uk
rrobathan@westminster.gov.uk

From left to right:  Rachel Robathan, Tony Devenish  
and Elizabeth Hitchcock with a pensioner from the Royal Hospital.

Registered Chairty No. 1168619

Development update It has been quiet this last month with regard to a lot of the 
developments in Belgravia. There are no meetings that we can 

report on for you, however, we can report the following:
 

1. Peninsula Hotel  
When we visited the site last month we were told that the first 
service core would reach the height of the building surrounding 
the site by the end of July. We have been watching it grow. While 
we have not measured it, we can confirm it is very, very high and 
is showing over six storeys now.

 
2. 33 Grosvenor Place Cleveland Clinic 

We understand that on 1st August in the evening an excavator 
will be arriving on the site. It will arrive on the back of a lorry 
and be offloaded into the loading bay on Chester Mews. As the 
vehicle is large, we understand to comply with TfL regulations, 
large vehicles can only travel through the city after 7pm.  
 
The excavator will remain in the loading bay for the coming 
weeks whilst it removes the remaining excavation material. The 
Community Manager apologises for any inconvenience caused.

Bringing communities together

Improve. Celebrate. Engage.
The more members we have, the louder our collective voice will be. 

JOIN US TODAY!
 www.thebelgraviasociety.org/online-membership-form

Benefits include:
• Monthly magazine
• Opportunity to join us at any of our monthly meetings
• Have your say on local matters
• Advice where possible on planning issues
• Invitation to our AGM and opportunity to vote
• Community garden party and other social events

Please fill in the online form by clicking the link on the left. Alternatively, 
print the application form on page 11 of this magazine and post your 
completed form to 63 Belgravia Court, London SW1W 0NY.
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Registered Charity No: 1168619
An amenity society recognised by the City of Westminster

Membership Application
Membership is open to residents and non-residents and is free

Name  ....................................................................................................................... email  ..............................................................................

Second name (if any)  ................................................................................................ email  ..............................................................................

Address .................................................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Home ...................................................................................................... Work  ..............................................................................

Mobile ....................................................................................................................... Date ...............................................................................

By signing this Application I CONSENT and AGREE to The Belgravia Society  
sending emails to me until I unsubscribe or resign from the Society.

Signature(s):  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please let us know if you have any special interests, concerns or queries:

 
 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE IT TO YOU OR EMAIL TO: info@belgraviasociety.org  
OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT 33 EBURY STREET LONDON SW1W 0NY

    

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present and future 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts made:

£ Today £ In the past 4 years £ In the future 

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of 
tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes 
such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2018 and will reclaim 25p of 
tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2018.

SIGNATURE(s)  .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PRINT NAME  ...........................................................................................................................  Date  ..........................................................................................

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:

£ Want to cancel this declaration   £ Change your name or home address   £ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on 
your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE SHOP WHERE YOU PICKED IT UP OR EMAIL TO: info@belgraviasociety.org  
OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT 33 EBURY STREET LONDON SW1W 0NY
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The Arts Society Victoria is part of The Arts 
Society (previously NADFAS), a leading arts 
education charity with a global network of 385 
local societies, which bring people together 
through a shared curiosity for the arts.

The Arts Society Victoria is busy creating an 
exciting lecture programme, which will commence 
at 7pm on Tuesday 6th November 2018 at  
The Greycoat Hospital School, Greycoat Place, 
London SW1P 2DY, when Leslie Primo will explore 
the influence of foreign artists on British art in his 
talk, “Foreigners in London 1520-1677: artists 
who changed the course of British Art”.

We welcome new members and are a friendly, 
inviting Society. As a member, you will enjoy ten 
evening lectures a year, running from November 
to October at 7pm (lectures will not be held in 
January or August of each year). We meet on 
the first Tuesday of the month with the exception 
of June when we meet on the second Tuesday. 
Doors open from 6.30pm with wine and soft 
drinks available before and after each lecture. 

Full details of the lecture programme for 
2018/2019 will be available soon on our website: 
https://theartssociety.org/victoria.

If you wish to become a member, please complete 
and return the membership form, which can be 
found on our website at: 

https://theartssociety.org/sites/default/files/
files/society/attachments/Membership%20
form%202018-2019.docx.

Membership fees for 2018/2019
Single membership  .........................  £60
Joint membership  .........................  £100

Payable by either internet bank transfer or 
cheque (payment details can be found on the 
membership form). 

The membership fee for single and joint 
members includes a one-off joining fee of £10.

If you are a UK taxpayer, please do complete a 
Gift Aid declaration to allow The Arts Society to 
reclaim tax on your donations. The form can be 
found on our website at:

https://theartssociety.org/sites/default/
files/files/society/attachments/Gift%20
Aid%20Declaration%202018.docx.

For membership enquiries, please contact: 
membershipvictoria@theartssociety.org.

For general enquiries, please contact:  
victoria@theartssociety.org.

We are delighted to report that a new local Society 
for lovers of art is now open for membership.


