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Welcome to The Belgravia Society Magazine covering 
all aspects of village life in Belgravia and beyond.

Editor in Chief – Mary Regnier-Leigh
Chairman – George Waite

Graphic design and digital production – Fredd Design (www.fredd.co.uk)

Cover – Mary Regnier-Leigh

This magazine has been independently produced by the Committee of The Belgravia Society  
on a voluntary basis with regular contributions from local residents and other authors in and 

around Belgravia.

Copyright 2018 Belgravia Society. All rights reserved. 
The Belgravia Society, 63 Belgravia Court, 33 Ebury Street, London SW1W 0NY, United Kingdom

www.thebelgraviasociety.org



www.thebelgraviasociety.org    August/September 2018  |  3 

We will be holding our Annual General Meeting on 
26th September 2018 at 6pm at St Peter’s Church, 
Eaton Square. Please come and join us. It will be an 
opportunity for us to better explain our activities during 
the last year and to influence and contribute to our 
activities in the coming year.

I well recall receiving a so-called compliment after 
last year’s AGM, for adopting a strategy that avoided 
difficult questions from the floor: by keeping the 
audience seated, on hard pews, for at least two hours, 
and then promising a champagne reception! Well, the 
hard pews and the champagne reception remain but, 
this year, we promise to keep the time allocated to 
presentations under better control and allow more time 
to meet and raise questions.

The real problem is that there is so much to report 
and we could easily dedicate the whole evening to 
present our activities on any one of the following: to 
save Newson’s Yard by listing the building with Historic 
England; our ongoing efforts to enforce the ‘London 
Squares 1931 Act of Parliament’ to protect our garden 
squares from commercialisation; our efforts to save our 
local traders; our objections to CrossRail 2 building a 
new station entrance on Ebury Street; our negotiations 
with TfL to avoid turning our residential streets into 
traffic nightmares; or our growing concerns as to what 
is planned to replace the Victoria Coach Station. The 
outcome of each of these matters will have a truly 
significant and lasting affect on our community, but they 
are only a fraction of what we are engaged with, not to 
mention what we are planning.

Please come and join us at our AGM and tell us what 
you feel are the important issues; if you are not already 
a member you can sign up on the night (membership 
is free). If you come, we promise to keep the pews 
torture to a minimum, so that you can better enjoy the 
champagne reception that follows. If you are unable 
to come, then please send us an email with your 
comments to info@belgraviasociety.org. 
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Annual General Meeting  
of The Belgravia Society

We are delighted to remind you that we are holding our Annual General Meeting  
on 26th September 2018  

at St Peter’s Church, Eaton Square

The meeting will start at 6pm 
with a champagne reception at 7pm

We hope that you will enjoy the evening. We will be limiting the actual business of the meeting  
to one hour so that the rest of the evening can be spent chatting to guests and friends and  

local community representatives.

We will be having a raffle during the evening and hope that you will contribute  
to help raise funds for the production of our monthly digital magazine.  

Our magazine will keep you fully informed about what is going on in Belgravia and the wider community.

Even if you are not members of The Belgravia Society, you are very welcome.  
You can join on the evening and membership, as you probably know, is free.

Please let us know if you are coming so that we can make sure we will not run out of refreshments.

RSVP  
helenoratore@aol.com

Images from the last AGM
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33 Grosvenor Place – Cleveland Clinic

We attended the liaison meeting 
with representatives of Sir Robert 

McAlpine who are the building contractors. 
You may recall that the first part of the 
work was carried out by Erith who were 
responsible for the demolition of the interior 
of the building, and preparing it for the 
actual building contractors to take over 
which they have now done. 

Sir Robert McAlpine (the contractors) gave 
a presentation. They started on site on 4th 
June 2018 and expect to finish on 28th 
September 2020. There will have been 
road closures in Chester Mews for plant 
removal on 25th/26th August and again on 
30th September for an oil tank lift.

What struck us immediately was the 
presence of residents who are complaining about the 
noise and vibrations and the surrounding streets being 
overwhelmed with vehicles coming and going from the 
site. This is also a complaint we have received from 
other local residents who were not able to be present. 
During the time when Erith had their liaison meetings, 
issues were raised by local residents but not with such 
anger as on this occasion. The disturbance is also fully 
evidenced by the emails we have received as well. 
There is a sharp difference in the care and attention 
being paid to residents by McAlpine compared with 
Erith.

There were also complaints about early starts and 
noise half an hour before the permitted time. The 

Building Manager for the contractors said that this was 
merely moving barriers to assist with traffic control. We 
suggested that, if this work was necessary, as it was 
also very noisy, it should not be started half an hour 
early. It seems to us that this was still work and it still 
caused disturbance. We cannot say that the Building 
Manager seemed very responsive to the complaints.

The residents asked for an assurance that all 
their complaints be dealt with within a fortnight. A 
representative of Cleveland Clinic said that he would 
pursue the matter and would try to respond within the 
suggested time.

We generally got the impression that the contractors 
were not really as engaged as they should be with 
ensuring residents’ complaints were dealt with and 
that the residents would continue to endure the noise, 
traffic congestion and pollution.

We are aware that the residents have been in touch 
with local councillors about the matter and understand 
a very strong letter has been sent by the WCC after 
the intervention of local Councillor Robathan. We hope 
this will resolve the matter. However, do look at the 
photograph (bottom left) which indicates how bad the 
traffic has been. We can only hope the promises which 
have now been made will be kept and WCC will be 
able to stop the noise and traffic.  n

by Mary Regnier-Leigh
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TFL’s Grosvenor Place Traffic Scheme

TfL have concluded 
their consultation and 
made their decision 
regarding Grosvenor 
Place. However, they 
are now consulting on 
their plan.

We can quote the following 
from TfL: 

“We recognised that a number 
of respondents were worried 
that banning the right turns 
into Chapel Street and Chester 
Street would significantly 
increase the number of vehicles 
turning right into Wilton 
Street. This right turn was 
not prohibited in the scheme 
proposed at consultation. 

As a result of this feedback, we 
have reviewed the scheme and 
will additionally be prohibiting 
vehicles from turning right into 
Wilton Street.”

You may be aware that TfL’s 
proposals are predicated 
on analysis of collision data 
involving right turning vehicles, 
and straight-ahead northbound 
traffic and Grosvenor Place. 
You will see a map of the 
proposals. It does not appear 
to have the “no right turn into 
Wilton Street” shown on the 
map or referred to in item 1 of their changes to the 
proposals to Grosvenor Place. New crossings are 
proposed including provision of an alternative to the 
existing subways at Duke of Wellington Place. They  
are to be closed overnight. The gyratory system will  
be larger and will encourage drivers to slow down.

by Mary Regnier-Leigh

TfL have now opened the consultation on this scheme 
and you have until 1st October. Let us know what you 
think. Should the scheme be accepted as amended,  
or should it be abandoned altogether with perhaps 
more road markings to encourage safe driving?  n
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Activities in Wilton Street

Residents have, for some time, been complaining 
about a restaurant which is on the corner of Wilton 

Street and Grosvenor Place. Frequently, there have 
been noisy and very late-night events. The patrons 
have been excessively noisy: shouting, banging car 
doors, using the side streets as public lavatories, and 
generally making a nuisance of themselves.

After further complaints from residents to the licensing 
department, local councillors became involved. 
Councillor Robathan has intervened, and officers from 
the licensing department attended the premises. It 
transpired that the licence which the premises hold 
does not cover the events which have taken place, 
and will not cover the activities proposed. The licensing 
team looked at the restaurant’s CCTV and could see 
it was not being used as a restaurant, but more as a 
nightclub.

The activities late at night were wholly inappropriate to 
a residential area and, again, we hope that this will be 
something which will not now re-occur. 

The proposed activities did not take place. I think we 
can safely say that this restaurant/nightclub and its 
treatment by the licensing team should be replicated 
wherever inappropriate night-time activities take place. 
Belgravia is a quiet, residential area and not a place for 
night-time activities to the detriment of residents.  n

Wanted !
Writers/Historians/Story tellers

Do you enjoy writing ?

We would be delighted to receive 
articles and short stories about 

Belgravia/our neighbours/ 
London and beyond 

– all voluntary, of course.

Discuss your ideas with us.
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We have now heard that our application for the 
listing of the historic timber yard has been 

refused. We now face the loss of this unique part of 
Belgravia’s history and current life. Jobs will be lost, 
apprentices will be denied the training, and the residents 
will lose the facility which Travis Perkins, who presently 
occupy the timber yard, have to offer. 

The facilities and services offered by the timber 
yard have been available for over 150 years. It is a real 
tragedy that this building, so much a part of our history, 
is to be wantonly destroyed for the sake of two large 
retail units which most of the residents do not want. 

We understand there is a fi nal court hearing some 
time in September so that Grosvenor can bring Travis 
Perkins’ lease rights to an end. After all the effort 

everyone has put in to try to save Newson’s Yard, it will 
be a sad day.

Although this battle is lost, there are many still to 
be fought to prevent Belgravia becoming a centre of 
unwelcome commercial activity which undermines this 
historic residential area. 

We would thank all of you as well for your efforts to 
oppose a planning application which was eventually 
granted by Westminster City Council. We thank you for 
your continued support.

The Belgravia Society will carry on its work so that 
we can all look to a better future which will be one 
that refl ects and respects Belgravia’s exceptional 
architecture and history, as well as its vibrant 
community.  n

End of the Road 
for Newson’s Yard
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Knightsbridge  
and Belgravia 
Street Surgeries

The ward members for Knightsbridge 
and Belgravia will be holding a street 
surgery for local residents to come 
and meet with them to discuss any 
local issues you may have.

The next street surgeries will be taking place on:

Monday 10th September from 3pm to 4pm 
on Montpelier Street near Bonhams

Monday 10th September from 5pm to 6pm 
on Elizabeth Street, on the corner of Ebury Street

Contact your Councillors any time by: 

Phone:  020 7641 3411 

Email: rrobathan@westminster.gov.uk 
 tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 
 ehitchcock@westminster.gov.uk 

Post: Westminster City Hall
 5 Strand, London WC2N 5HR

From left to right:  Cllr Rachel Robathan, Cllr Tony Devenish  
and Cllr Elizabeth Hitchcock

Registered Chairty No. 1168619

Bringing communities together

Improve. Celebrate. Engage.
The more members we have, the louder our 

collective voice will be. 

JOIN US TODAY!

Benefits include:
• Monthly magazine
• Opportunity to join us at any of our monthly 

meetings
• Have your say on local matters
• Advice where possible on planning issues
• Invitation to our AGM and opportunity to vote
• Community garden party and other social events

www.thebelgraviasociety.org/ 
online-membership-form

Please fill in the online form by clicking on the link 
above. Alternatively, print the application form 

overleaf and post your completed form to  
63 Belgravia Court, London SW1W 0NY.

Reminders
Planning advice
if you get a notice of planning application near you 
and want advice, telephone our dedicated helpline 
for advice: 07578 969509.

Invitation to the next Belgravia 
Society committee meeting
We would be delighted to see members at our 
meeting. Please let us know by email if you would 
like to come: info@thebelgraviasociety.org. 

Space is limited and is available on a first come, 
first served basis. Our next meeting is on  
Tuesday 11th September.



10  |  The Belgravia Society Magazine www.thebelgraviasociety.org

Registered Charity No: 1168619
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Membership Application
Membership is open to residents and non-residents and is free

Name  .......................................................................................................... email  .....................................................................

Second name (if any)  ................................................................................... email  .....................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Home ......................................................................................... Work  .....................................................................

Mobile .......................................................................................................... Date  ......................................................................

By signing this Application I CONSENT and AGREE to The Belgravia Society  
sending emails to me until I unsubscribe or resign from the Society.

Signature(s):  ...............................................................................................................................................................

  Please let us know if you have any special interests, concerns or queries:
 

 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE IT TO YOU OR EMAIL TO:  
info@belgraviasociety.org  

OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT 33 EBURY STREET LONDON SW1W 0NY

    

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present and future 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts made:

£ Today £ In the past 4 years £ In the future 

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the 
amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand 
that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2018 
and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2018.

SIGNATURE(s)  ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PRINT NAME  ....................................................................................................................... Date  .......................................................................................

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:
£ Want to cancel this declaration   £ Change your name or home address   £ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid 
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE SHOP WHERE YOU PICKED IT UP OR EMAIL TO: info@belgraviasociety.org  
OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT 33 EBURY STREET LONDON SW1W 0NY
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