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NHS boss says sell your home to pay for care

S

imon Stevens,
the head of NHS
England has told
MPs that homes should
be sold to pay for social
care, instead of asking
workers to pay more
taxes.
The NHS chief said
deferred payments where councils fund
care and later claim
back the costs from the
estate after the individual has died - should be
used more widely as
part of the answer to
funding our social care
system.
Mr Stevens also added that there needed to
be a connection between the amount the
public pay and the services they receive.
This echoed a recent
call made by a cross-

eral secretary said:
“Selling your house to
pay for care is not the
way we pool the risk
and share the cost of
looking after our most
vulnerable older people.”
“We are also concerned about any attempt to abolish NI because that’s the way
state pensions are funded.”
The NPC is currently
working on a number of
solutions that include
scrapping the Upper
party group of MPs who vens seemed to be una- Earnings Limit on Naurged the government
ware that every year
tional Insurance
to convert National Inaround 40,000 homes (bringing in £10bn a
surance (NI) into a spe- are sold to pay for social year), capping pension
cific tax for the NHS and care costs as housing
tax relief at 20%
care.
wealth is already taken (bringing in £12bn a
However, despite be- into account when indi- year) or raising income
ing the head of the
viduals are assessed.
tax (bringing in £7bn a
health service Mr SteJan Shortt, NPC genyear).

Digital divide affects up to 4m pensioners

N

early 4 million pensioners are routinely ripped
off because they don’t
use the internet, according to
new research from money saving
experts.
Official figures show that 4 in 5
of those who don’t have access
to the internet are aged over 65
– equal to 3.8 million of a total
of 4.8 million in that age group.
They face a raft of penalties
designed to push customers to

internet deals for essential services because these are cheaper
for big companies to run.
For example, phone companies
make millions a year by charging
up to £2-50 a time to send out
paper statements.
Some telecom firms force
homeowners to pay for broadband if they want a phone line –
even if they don’t own a computer or tablet, and all 6 major energy firms impose fees of up to

£94 for paying bills by cheque.
British Gas has even prevented
customers who don’t use the
internet from getting its best
energy tariff, while savers are
deprived of £500 a year in interest because the best deals are
online.
Peter Rayner, NPC vice president said: “Older consumers
without access to the internet
are being punished, and this has
got to stop.”

The social
care system
has suffered
£5bn worth of
cuts since
2010, and a
government
Green Paper
in the
summer
needs to set
out how the
growing costs
of care can
be shared
across society
as a whole
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Pensioner housing is unfit Windrush
fiasco
ritain's planning rules cratic hurdles for adapting
are feeding a housing homes.
must end
"crisis" for older and
It was also widely recog-

B

disabled people which is forcing the frail to live in dangerous conditions, according to
the Equality and Human
Rights Commission.
The Commission’s report
found a "severe shortage of
accessible and adaptable
housing" with only 7% of
homes in England offering
minimal accessibility features.
The watchdog warns that
local councils are failing to
build enough accessible
homes to meet demand and
are not taking action against
developers who fail to comply
with regulations.
The report calls for at least
10% of all future housing to
be built with a growing elderly and disabled population in
mind and that local authorities must reduce the bureau-

nised that the lack of suitable housing was exacerbating
the NHS crisis as older and
disabled people were forced
to stay in hospital for longer
due to a lack of safe accommodation at home.
Local authorities told the
Commission that developers
were "reluctant to build accessible houses, as they see
them as less profitable".
The report also found that
on average, people were
waiting 22 weeks between
application and the installation of home adaptations
necessary to enable them to
live safely and independently.
Marion Wilson, NPC vice
president said: “There is no
doubt that the housing crisis
doesn’t just affect younger
people, but pensioners too.”
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