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Reading the 

small print 

showed that 

the  

Chancellor 

hadn’t told 

Parliament 

the facts 

about the 

extra money 

for social care  
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H 
ealth profession-

als, charities 

and campaign-

ers have all described 

the Chancellor’s Budget 

announcement of extra 

funding for social care 

as totally inadequate. 

Whilst Philip Ham-

mond pledged an extra 

£650m for local coun-

cils to fund social care 

services for the coming 

year, in the small print 

of the Budget docu-

ments, it showed that 

£240m of that money 

has actually been put 

aside for the NHS.  

This means that only 

£410m has been ear-

marked for social care – 

well short of the 

£2.35bn funding gap 

highlighted by the Asso-

ciation of Directors of 

Adult Social Services. 

Jan Shortt, NPC gen-

eral secretary said: 

“Every day, well over a 

million older people are 

going without the care 

and support they need 

because the service has 

collapsed.”  

“The green paper on 

social care still looks a 

long way off and in the 

meantime, our most 

vulnerable and needy 

older people are left to 

struggle on.” 

“Talk of economic 

growth and the end of 

austerity are pretty 

meaningless if you’re 

relying on the care sys-

tem, and there’s little in 

the Budget to give you 

any hope.” 

Two-tier state pension system continues 

T 
he basic state pension will 

rise in April 2019 by 2.6%, 

as guaranteed by the tri-

ple lock, based on the July 2018 

earnings' figure, it has been an-

nounced.  

This will mean a full basic state 

pension (pre-April 2016) will rise 

by £3.25 a week to £129.20 for 

a single person and by £5.20 a 

week to £206.65 for a couple 

(where a wife relies on her hus-

band’s contribution record).  

In reality, for millions of women 

this actually means an increase 

of just £1.95 a week on their 

state pension.  

However, the new state pen-

sion introduced after April 2016 

will rise by £4.25 a week - fur-

ther extending the gap between 

the older and the new state pen-

sion system, introduced by Sir 

Steve Webb when he was pen-

sions minister in the Coalition 

government. 

The disparity arises because 

whilst the old basic state pen-

sion is linked to the triple lock, 

the state second pension such 

as SERPS or graduated pension 

is tied to the lower CPI - standing 

at 2.4%.  

By contrast, the new state pen-

sion is entirely linked to the tri-

ple lock and will rise to £168.60 

a week. 

Ron Douglas, NPC president 

said: “We continue to call for 

both old and new state pensions 

to have the same indexation 

arrangements.”  
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Campaign 

Dates 

Dignity Action Day 

Friday 1 February 

2019, NPC groups 

and regions across 

the UK will be hold-

ing events to high-

light the need for 

dignity in care. A 

key theme this time 

will be the need for 

a new, tax-funded 

National Care Ser-

vice. More details 

to follow 

 

Biennial Delegate 

Conference 2019 

NPC regions and 

national pensioner 

groups will gather 

in March to debate 

policy and elect 

officers. More de-

tails to follow 

 

Pensioners’  

Parliament 2019 

Tuesday-Thursday 

11-13 June, Winter 

Gardens, Black-

pool. Cost £10 or 

£5 for one day. The 

event will include 

an opening rally, 

specialist sessions, 

entertainment and 

a plenary session  

Act now on “digital divide” 

I 
n an age of smart phones 

and 24-hour-a-day con-

nectivity, it is very easy to 

forget that the UK suffers 

from a growing digital divide. 

Many older people and 

those on low pay simply don’t 

have access to such technol-

ogy and for them cash re-

mains the most effective way 

of managing their limited 

finances. 

All the evidence shows that 

closing bank branches has a 

disproportionate impact on 

the poorest in our society 

and those who have difficulty 

in getting out and about. 

Older people in particular 

prefer dealing face-to-face 

with their bank rather than 

over the phone or online. 

Contrary to the idea that 

everyone is paying their bills 

through the touch of a 

screen; a large number of 

older people are simply not 

connected – and even those 

that are wouldn’t want to use 

it for making financial trans-

actions. 

Today nearly four million 

people aged 65 and over 

have never used the internet, 

either because they are una-

ble to afford the cost of a 

computer and broadband 

service or they are simply 

unable to use the technology.  

There are also serious con-

cerns about security and wor-

ries that bank accounts can 

be subject to online fraud. 

It’s therefore time for a 

national strategy to address 

the impact of these changes 

and see how we can ensure 

that whatever your age or 

income, everyone has access 

to these goods and services. 

NPC goes to Westminster 

O 
ver a hun-

dred repre-

sentatives 

from NPC groups 

across the UK 

gathered in Parlia-

ment on 24 Octo-

ber for the annual 

NPC lobby. 

Inside the House 

of Commons a 

packed committee 

room heard from 

shadow pensions’ 

minister, Jack 

Dromey MP and 

shadow public 

health minister, 

Sharon Hodgson 

MP. 

Ian Andexser 

from the End Fro-

zen Pensions cam-

paign also spoke, 

alongside Roger 

McKenzie from 

Unison who out-

lined the failings of 

the social care 

system and how it 

was linked to the 

poor treatment of 

the Windrush gen-

eration. 

PCS leader, Mark 

Serwotka attacked 

the government’s 

claims that austeri-

ty was over and 

called for solidarity 

between the TUC 

and the NPC, be-

fore NPC deputy 

secretary, Dot Gib-

son outlined the 

ongoing campaign 

to unite the gener-

ations. 

A 
geism could 

become 

a hate 

crime under a re-

view by the Law 

Commission an-

nounced by the 

Home Secretary, 

Sajid Javid, which 

will start in 2019.  

Campaigners 

claim that around 

one million older 

people suffer from 

physical, financial, 

psychological and 

sexual abuse, and 

that punishing hate 

crime 

(which 

could 

include 

hate 

speech) 

against 

seniors 

would be 

a wel-

come 

step to handing out 

tougher sentences 

to offenders. 

Analysis by Action 

on Elder Abuse 

shows that the 

number of success-

ful criminal convic-

tions in 2016 was 

just over 3000 -  a 

mere 0.7% of esti-

mated incidences 

and many sentenc-

es were lenient. 

Sign the petition 

to make elder 

abuse an aggravat-

ed crime by using 

this link: https://

www.change.org/p/

home-office-make-

the-abuse-and-

neglect-of-older-

people-a-crime. 

Sign a friend up to 

receive copies of 

the Campaign!  

E-Bulletin - simply 

send an email to: 

info@npcuk.org or 

follow us on  

Facebook and 

Twitter 

Ageism 

could be 

a crime 


